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Class A. 








LIST OF PAPERS. 





10. 
11. 
12. 


HSS, 
14, 
15. 


16. 


ie 


18. 
19. 
20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 
25 RQ 


- William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D- Avg. 19; 
-R. Oct. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


Date § Receipt. 


Me es ,, D. Nov. 13, 1828. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen ,° 5°" 21, 1829. 


Lieut.-Goy. Ricketts to The Earl of Aberdeen D- wag 17, 1828. 
- R. Jan. 21, 1829. 


D. Nov. 18, 1828. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen jy." or, 1809, 


a i Bers D. Nov. 29, 18328. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen acs oieineg: 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commrs. - p, Jan. 30, — 


One Enclosure 


H. M’s. Commrs: to The Earl of Aberdeen - D. Jan. 5, _ 


Five Enclosures 8: Apt 9, 


(General.) 


H. M’s. Commts: to The Earl of Aberdeen -D.Jan. 5, __ 


One Enclosure ®: April 9, 


7‘ D. Jan. 5, 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen a nee 9. 


H. M’s Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen = D. Feb. 19, 


R. April 9, — 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Comms. - D. May 19, 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commts- = D. May 23, 


George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen Ee Marchaoy 
R. May 26, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to ‘Fhe Earl of Aberdeen - 2: March 11, 
: R.May 26, 


H. M’s. Comumrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - “ March 11, 
R. May 26, 


William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen )- vn ae 


William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 2: eas 


D. June 11, 


William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen jp! 4uy. 17, 


H. Mw s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen a June 12, 
R, Aug. 17, 


William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D-July 6, 
R. Aug. 30, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - D. July 13, 


One Enclosure ®: Avg: 30, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - 2D. July 21, 
One Enclosure ® 4%8- 89 


14, 


William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D- Aug. 19, _ 


R. Oct. 14, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen ea Sept. 5, 
R, Nov. 24, 
The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M's. Commrs. 


Two Enclosures ,D.Dec. 11, 


Receipt of Parliamentary Papers 
Commissioner of Arbitration 


Presence of Captor at the adju- 
dication of a Prize = 


Impunity of Slave-traders after 


“« Feliz Victoria.”—Conduct 
of Captain Owen 


of Proceedings in 


Slaves emancipated and regis- 
tered, Second Half Year, 1828 
Increase of Slave-trade 


Increase of Slave-trade. 


Papers laid before Parliament - 


Impunity of Slave-traders after 


Return of Mr. Smith, Commis- 
sioner of Arbitration 


« Feliz Victoria.” 
Survey of the Stores of detained 
eat of Mr. Grove, Marshal te 
Death of Mr. Meare: iis 


Departure of Mr. Jackson, Lieu- 
~ tenant-Govr. Ricketts, Com- 


Promotion of Messrs. 
and Walker, Clerks 


Death of Mr. Reftell, Registrar 
Mr. Cole, Registrar, ad interim 


Slaves emancipated and regis- 
tered, First Half Year, 1829 - 


Death of Mr. Walker, Clerk, and 
of Mr. Jervis, Marshal to the 
Courts. [lness of Mr. Bidwell 
Activity of Slave-traders, espe- 
cially of Brazilians. Necessity 

of further preventive Measures 


— Receipt of Parliamentary Papers 


Mr. Lewis, Registrar - 


10 


10 


10 


11 
V1 


1] 


12 


12 
13 


13 


14 


15: 


17 


aL 









































































































































No. 
26. 


Zhe 
28. 
29. 
30. 
ile 
32. 
33. 


34. 


» 36. 


37. 


38. : 


39. 


40. 


4}. 


42. 


43. 


44. 
45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 
50. 


51. 
Dae 
De: 


54. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


List oF Papers. 





(Spain.) 





Date & Receipt. SUBJECT. Page- 
George Jackson, Esq. to The ae Eee es a on i “« Campeadora” < - 19 
George J ackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen - ae ak oe «El Juan” - - - 20 
One Enclosure" ° ~ ” : 
H. M’s. Commrs- to The Earl of Aberdeen’ - D. Jan. 5; _ Return of Vessels adjudicated, 
’ One Enclosure R. April 9; Second Half Year, 1828 - 20 
H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - * a Be — “El Almirante” - - 22 
One Enclosure ~* , 
H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - D. June 26, _  “ Panchita,”—Increase of Slave- 
One Enclosure ero trade = = - 2 
H. M’s. Commrs- to John Backhouse, Esq. - D.July 21, __ Return of Vessels adjudicated, 
One Enclosure R. Aug. 30, First Half Year, 1829 - aes 
H. M's. Commrs- to The Earl 4 pee * ee Sent. es __ « Panchita”—Landing of dis- 
our Enclosures “ " ~? eased Slaves - - 26 
H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl a Abend er 4 Sens: a 3 eee * “ eras 
The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M's. Comnxs. -D.Decs 4; — Ranchils bea ODS Be ibs 29 
SIERRA LEONE. = (Brazil) 
' snk - f ‘ 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Nov. 19, 1828. ¢ ae 4 . 
: One Enclosure ®- Jan, 21, 1829. qeoecot i j a 
H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen - D. Nov. 19, 1828. Protest of M. de Paiva, Bra- 
: One Exiclosure 798» 21> 1829, szilian Commissary Judge - 31 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Nov. 21, 1828. Protest of M. de Paiva, Bra- 
: R. Jan. 21,1829.  zilian Commissary Judge - 33 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen p. Nov. 27, 1828. Race r 
One Enclosure R. Jan. «21, 1829. “ Santa Effigenia” —- 34 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen p. Dec. 10, 1828. ¢c Reale %s 
One Enclosure R. Feb. 7, 1829. Zepherina” - S 35 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Dec. 17, 1828: pe, pat ae e 
‘ red One Enclosure ®. Feb. 7, 1829. “Penha da-Franga”” - 36 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Dec. 20, 1828. (yu sor 
: : 4 One Enclosure B: Feb. 7; 1829. Arcenia is g vor 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Ear! of Aberdeen D. Dec. 20, 1828. " 
5 sine One Enclosuxe B Feb... 7, 1829 “« Estrella do Mar - - 39 
D. Dec. 23, 1828 47, cm 
George Jackson, Esq. to The a oe ee a Feb, 30, 1829. Minerva da Conceicao” —-_—«40 
The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Comms. - D.March20, — “ Penha Wa 42 
H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen. -D.Jan. 5, _ Return of Vessels adjudicated, 
ts ~~ One Enclosure R- April % August to December, 1828 - 43: 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D-Jan, 19, _- ce Tyiumpho ” . ‘ 
One Enclosure ® Apr 9 P 46 
i” ray ' : _ 7D. Feb. 16; Brazilian Proposals, as to period 
H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - R. April’ 9, Bie wie of Glave trade, 
and revision of Sentences. 
Grounds of condemnation of 
Ct ce Brazilian Vessels - | - 46 
H. M's. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen -D.Feb. 28, _  & Bell: Eliza” 3 ‘ : 
Sa sania One Enclosure ESTs eve te pee ao 
H. M’s. Commrs- to The Earl of Aberdeen - of ee wee Terceirat Rosalia. -< S AG 
H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen = ee Maree eis Uniaa” Wind - 50 
veg Pon ae One Enclosure ® May?» 
H. M’s. Comms: to The Earl of Aberdeen - _ ak ye — ©& Andorinha ” ‘ oh 
: ii i One Enclosure a5 1) 91 pos 
“EL. M’s. Commrs- to The Earl of Aberdeen - a ee te — «Donna Barbara” ~- a Bee 
i hs p Pama One Enclosure i ates Fy it ‘ 
H. M’s. Commrs- to The Earl of Aberdeen -R. ee, a “Carolina” - a Piet Gs 
; fi eae Enclosure y) yine-14, __’ M. de Paiva, Brazilian Commis- 
H. M’s. Commrs- to The Earl of Aberdeen ~~ R. Aug. 30, sary Judge - “ - 75 
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60. 
61. 
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63. 
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63: 
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ll aan 















70. 
Afi 
72. 
73. 


75. 
76. 
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78. 


List oF PaPpERs. 


Date & Receipt. 
FH. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - D: une 25, 1829. Protest_of M. de Paiva, Brazi- 


R, Aug. 30 
One Enclosure Fag 


June 26, 
30, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - > Aug: 


Three Enclosures 


H. M’s. Commrs. to John Backhouse, Esq. - ae 21, 
One Enclosure ust, 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Comms. - D. Nov. 30, 
One Enclosure 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commts. - D. Dec. 2, 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commrs- - D. Dec. 7, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - A - 
One Enclosure “|” 
H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen - 2: XP ae 
, Dec. 5 

» One Enclosure 


SUBJECT. 


lian Commissary Judge - 


” 


« Mensageira - E 


Return of Vessels adjudicated, 
First Half Year, 1829 - 


Period of Abolition of Brazilian 
Slave-trade - - 


Protest of M. de Paiva, Brazi- 
lian Commissary Judge - 


Traffick in Slaves as Colonists 
or Servants - - 


« Ceres 1) = © 2 


« Emilia” - = = 


oe eR 


SIERRA LECNE. = ( Portugal.) 


April 9 
One Enclosure . : 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - a erate 

Two Enclosures ~ 2 

H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - 4 MoE ie 
: One Enclosure 

HH. M’s. Commrs: to The Earl of Aberdeen - ee ae ae 

One Enclosure q 

; D. July 21, 

H. M’s. Commzrs. to John Backhouse, Esq. - pg, ae 30, 
‘One Enclosure 


‘H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - vs Jan. 5, 1829. Return of Vessels adjudicated, 


Second Half Year, 1828 - 


«« Vingador ve = . 
« Aurelia” - = = 


« Hossé” = = - 


Return of Vessels adjudicated, 
First Half Year, 1829 - 





SIERRA LEONE. (Wetherlands.) 


Jan. 5, 1829. Return of Vessels adjudicated, 


H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen - Ryn 9 
One Enclosure i 
Dz 


Jane 2 iy 


George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen "yyy 9 
Four Enclosures : 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen 
Six Enclosures 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen 
Three Enclosures 


H. M’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen - 
- Four Enclosures 


March 11, 
May 26, 


March 12, 


March 24, 
May 26, 


H. M’s. Commrs: to The Earl of Aberdeen ola! 26, 
ug. 30, 


Dd. 
melt 
D. 
aL. 
{By 
Rs 
SD: 
One Enclosure 2 
H. M’s. Comms. to The Earl of Aberdeen. cing! ie an 
One Enclosure 3 
D. 
“RA 
i) 
mrs 
D. 
TR: 
~, 1B 
“os 


H. M’s. Commis: to The Earl of Aberdeen 
¢ One Enclosure 


Hi. M’s. Commrs: to The Earl of Aberdeen 
; i Three Enclosures 


June 26, 
ug. 30, 


June 26, 
Aug. 30, 


H. M’s. Commrs. to John Backhouse, Esq. it ats 
One Enclosure 
Sept. 5, 


H. MW’s. Commrs. to The Earl of Aberdeen Nov. 24, 


79m The Earl ee Aberdeen tovHl M's. Commts. - D, Nov. 30, 


~ ” win One Enclosure 


h 


May 26,. 


— 


Second Half Year, 1828 - 


“1a Coquette” == - 


« Jules” a 5 

« La Jeune Eugénie ” = 
« Adeline,’ alias “ Fourmi” ~ 
« Jules ” 2 s a 
« La Jeune Eugénic ” x 


« Adeline,” alias “Fourmi” = 


« Hirondelle ” - - 


Return of Vessels adjudicated, 
First Half Year, 1829 - 
Impunity of Slave- traders after 
conviction - = - 
Return of M. Bonnouvrié, Ne- 
therland Commissary Judge - 


63 
63 


65 


66 


67 


68 


74 
75 


80 
83 
84 
89 
90 
91 


93 














80. 


81. 


82, 


83. 


84. 


"85. 


86. 


87. 


88. 
89. 


90. 


Oi 


92. 
93. 


94. 


95. 


96. 


97. 


98. 


OY). 
100, 


101. 


102. 


103. 


List oF PAPERS, 


HAVANA, 


Date & Receipt. 


21, 1828. Departure of the “ Panchita.” 
29, 182% Arrival of the “ Gallo” and 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen i: ride 


Six Enclosures 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen =. ea 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D- Dec. 
Three Enclosures ®* 94" 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Dec. 


Six Enclosures ®: Ja». 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Dec. 8, 
Five Enclosures B- Jan. 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen pD. Dec. ° 9, 
tn io, 218), 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D- Dee. 
Two Enclosures ™ 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. Dec. 29, 1828. 


Five Enclosures ®-Mareh 4, 


: : D.Dec. 31, 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen ” yyarch a 
One Enclosure 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen a pratt P 
One Enclosure 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen _ Rieti re 
Three Enclosures 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen Rt Neen a’ 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commrs. ~ D. Mareh 18, 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commrs. - pD. March 20, 


4 D.Jan. 31, 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 2 ee is 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen i“ ae ir 


W.S., Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 2: Feb. 10, 
Three Enclosures. March 24, 


: ‘ Di Feb. 125 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen ar El aes 4 


Ww. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen a At oe 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D: Feb. 28, 
P Rs Aprile 11; 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. March 8, 
‘Three Enclosures ® Ap" 1, 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. March !2, 
R. April 11, 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen PD. March 16, 
One Enclosure 8 Jue 23; 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen-D-4rril 1, 


R.June 23, _ 


25, 1828. 
29, 1829. 


2, 1828. 
29, 1829. 


3, 1828. 
29, 1829. 


29, 1829. 


18, 1828. 
Jan. 29, 1829. 





SUBJECT, 


« Potosi” - - 
Impunity of Slave-traders after 
conviction - : 
“Maria” == - - 


Departure of the “ Midas.” - 
Arrival of the “ Primera” - 


« Maria” = = S 


Arrival of the “Juanito.” Depar- 
ture of the “Mercedita,” “ Pri- 
meraGallega,” “ Potosi,” and 


” 


« Servando - - 


? 


«* Firme’ - - - 


Arrival of the “ Gallito,’ “ Her- 
culina,”’ “Indagadora,” “Cris- 
tina,’ and “ Viscayna.” De- 
parture of the “ Veloz,’ “ Ven- 
gador,” and “Indagadora” - 

Return of Slaves emancipated 
and registered, Second Half 
Year, 1828. - - 


Return of Cases adjudicated, 
Second Half Year, 1828 - 


General Report. — Departures 
of Slave-vessels, 1827. — 
Arrivals. and departures, 
1828 - - - 


Presence of Captor at the ad- 


judication ofa Prize - 


« Elena,” alias “Ia Paz” = 


“TresManuelas.” Royal Order 
to the Captain-General - 


> 


« Xerxes” and “ Esperanza” 


Arrival of the “Tres Manuelas ” 
and “Clio.” Departure of the 
“Juanita, “ Doris,’ “.Pri- 
mera, and “ Viscayna” = - 

Presence of Captor at the adju- 

 dieatiort of a Prize - = 

«Tres Manuelas,”’ and “Clio.” 
Departure of the “ Loreto,” 
“ Herculina,’ and “ Tres Ma- 
nuelas” = - 9 A - 


Departure of the “ Gallito,” 
« Rapido,” “ Cristina,” and. 
“Pajarito.” Arrival of the 
«'Transito,’ and “ Graciosa ” 


” 


« Intrepido” - = o 
“« Golondrina” é = 


Arrival of the “ Repetidora,’ 
« Transito,’ and “ Graciosa.” 
Departure of the “ Repeti-— 
dora” and “ Pajarito ” - 


‘ 
- © Golondrina ” - = 


Arrival of the “ Manuelita,” and. 
«Le Martin.” 


the “ Segunda  Gallega,” 
“‘Ligera,’ <-Q@laxita,”” amd. 
“ Fenix a a iy =, 


Page. 


99 


100 


102 


104 


108 
109 


lt 


113% 


113 


114 


122° 
122 


122 
123 


123 


123 


125 


126. 
126 


126 


129 
130 


Departure of 


130 




















104. 
105. 


106. 


107. 


108. 


109. 


110. 


111. 


112. 
113. 
114. 
M5. 


116. 


117. 
118. 


oe 


120. 


128. 


Date & Receipt. 
April 15, 1829. 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 2 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen a 
Five Enclosures 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen " 


W.S, Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen a 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D 
\ Three Enclosures 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen at 
Three Enclosures 


W. 8. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen ?- 
Three Enclosures 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen se 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commrs. - p, 
j One Enclosure 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D- 
One Enclosure ™ 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. 
Six Enclosures ®- 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen p. 
Six Enclosures 8. 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. 


June 
April 


. July 


May 
July 


May 


July 


May 


R, July 


May 


R. July 


June 


. July 


June 
uly 


Aug. 
July 
Sept. 


July 
Sept. 


July 
Sept. 


July 


R. Sept. 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. 
; Seah Two Enclosures 8. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. 

_ Five Enclosures ®- 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen p. 
) Two Enclosures 2. 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen R a 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen Dy 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 2 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen D. 
One Enclosure 8. 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen p, sept. 


Three Enclosures 8. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commts. - p, 
One Enclosure 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen in 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 


+ 


The Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Commrs- - p, 
‘Two Enclosures 


July 
Sept. 


July 
Sept. 


July 


Sept. 


Aug. 
ept: 


Aug. 


Nor. 


Aug. 
Nov. 


Aug. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


Sept. 
D 


ec. 


Oct. 
Dec, 


Lu or Papers. 


23, 
25, 
a 

1, 
) 


25, 
30, 


29, 
30, 


30, 
30, 


20, 
22, 


21, 
29, 


31, 
22, 


Be 


ils 
11, 
29, 
itis 


31, 
ll, 


3, 
Oily 


SUBJECT. 
Receipt of Parliamentary Papers 
“ Josefa” alias “Fortuna”  - 


Arrival of the “Segun el Tiem- 
po, “Aerostatica,” and “Pan- 
tica.” Departure of the 
“Pronta,’ and “ Aerostatica ” 


« Elena,’ alias “ La Paz,’ and 
bho 


« Amalia = 3 


Departure of the “ Prueba.” 
Arrival of the “ Amistad Ha- 


banera” = - : S 
Royal Order to the Captain- 
General. ‘“ Josefa,” — Arti- 
cles of Trade with Africa - 
Departure of the “ Manuelita,” 
«‘Marinerito,’ “ Pantica,’ and 
«Segunel Tiempo.” Arrival of 
the ‘“ Primera Gallega” - 
Departure of the “ Planeta,” 
«« Amistad Habanera” and 
“Aguila” - - - 
“ Maria,” and “ Rapido,” fitted 
out at Cadiz - = 
Return of Cases adjudicated, 
First Half Year, 1829 - 


' « Voladora”’ alias “ Mulata” - 


“Midas” alias “ Providencia’ 


Arrival of the “ Mercedita,’ 
“Potosi, and “ Primera.” 
« Rama de Cadiz” - = 


Remoyal of Slaves from the 
“ Midas,” to Ceuta “= 


British and American Subjects 
on board the “ Midas” 2 
Arrival of the “ Indagadora,” 
« Juanito,’ and “Fama de Ca- 
diz,’ alias “Nueva Diana.” 
Departure of the ‘“ Primera 
Gallega.”  - - - 
Arrival of the “ Constancia,’ 
and “Loreta.” “Fama de 
Cadiz.” British Sailors on 
board Slave-vessels - = 
Don Y. F. Trebejos, Deputy. 
Secretary - - - 
Receipt of Parliamentary Papers 


«Fama de Cadiz,” alias “‘ Nueva 
Diana.” Arrival of the ‘‘Ser- 
vando.” Departure of the 
“Primera, “ Potosi,’ “ Ten- 


2 


tativa,’ and “ Manzanares ” - 


comiona, matias celia Paz.” 
Arrival of the “ Vengador” - 


British Sailors on board the 
“Midas” - = “ 
Departure of the “Loreto,” and 
“Indagadora.” Arrival of the 
« Constancia ” - - 


Arrival of the “Restauracion,” 
“Doris,” “'Fransito,” “ Paja- 
rito,” and “Pronte.” Depar- 
ture of the “ Vengador” = - 


British Subjects on board the 
« Midas” - - - 

































134 


135 
135 
136 


139 


140 
141 
141 


142 


148 


157 


158 
158 


159 
159 
161 


161 


162 


162 


Vili List oF Papers. 


No, Date & Receipt. SUBJECT. Page. 
129. W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen 2: Oct 26, 1829. “ Maria,” and_—_ Rapido.” ; 
R. Dec. 20, « Elena,” alias “LaPaz” - 164 


130. W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen ~ Ben 207 = ee of the - oe 
: - Barbarita,”’ “ ‘Transito,’ 


and * Maria ” = - 165 





RIO DE JANETRO. 














: D. Noy. ree r < 
131. H. Hayne, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen - y° \°" a Toe: Oath as Commissioner - 106 
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| No. I. | 
Geotge Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Jan. 21, 1829.) 
My Lorp, Sierra Leone, November 13, 1828. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch of the gth of July 1828, covering 6 Copies of Papers, marked A. and 
B., relative to the Slave-trade, which have been presented to both Houses 
of Parliament. I have the honour to be, &c 


| | (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

eae &c. &c. 

Lieut.-Gov. Ricketts to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Jan. 21, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Government House, Sierra Leone, Nov.17, 1828. 


. L HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that, having assumed the 
Government of this Colony, on the 11th Instant, by virtue of His Most Gracious 
Majesty’s Warrant, I have succeeded to the administration of the Office of His 
Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration in the Court of Mixed Commission 
established here, and, having this day taken the Oaths prescribed by the seve- 
ral Treaties, entered upon the duties of my said Office. 
~ T have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H, J. RICKETTS. - 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Ae 
te SC &e. 
ee ee 
: No. 3. 

George Jackson, Esg.to The Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received Jan. 21, 1829.) 


My, Lorpgyte . io Sierra Leone, November 18, 1828. 

- [HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 

patch of the 27th September, transmitting the Copy of an Instruction. 

addressed to His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, upon the question 

whether the presence of the Commander of a Capturing Ship is necessary to 

the due adjudication of a Prize; and, in the event of the case alluded to 
occurring, I shall not fail to take this instruction for my guidance. tt 

; I have the honour to be, &c. ‘ 

. , (Signed) _ GEORGE JACKSON. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . “oe ; 

Occ Se. + &. , 
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No, 4. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Jan. 21,1829.) 


My Lorp, Serra Leone, November 29, 1828: 


THERE is one circumstance connected with-the ‘measures taken for the 
suppression of the Slave-trade, which has not, as far as I am aware, been 
hitherto brought under the notice of His Majesty’s Government, but which 
has so direct a tendency to facilitate that inhuman traffick, that I cannot 
forbear mnentioning it to your Lordship, I allude to the individual impu- 
nity with which the trade is practised by the Officers of the Slave-vesséls; 
who, the moment after adjudication takes place here, are at liberty, under the 
system now observed, to go wherever they please. The consequence is, that 
a very few months see them again employed in their old vocation, more 
actively than ever—a fact, which the re-appearance of the same Individual 
before the Court, and which is a circumstance of no unusual occurrence, suffi- 
ciently testifies. As regards Portugal and Brazil, the First Article of the 
Alvara of the 26th January 1818, attaches a distinct penalty to the case of 
all such Othicers, and declares that they shall be banished for 5 Years, te 
Mosambique, and each pay a fine equivalent to. the:pay, or other profits, which 
he was to gain by the adventure. With respect to Spain, the Form of Pass- 
port making part of the Treaty with that Power, speaks expressly of the 
Penalties denounced by the Decree of 1817, against those who shall carry on 
the Slave-trade in an illicit manner; and by the First Article of the Treaty of 
the 4th of May 1818, with the Netherlands, The King of the Netherlands 
engages to. prohibit all His Subjects, “ by penal law, the most formal,” to take’ 
any part whatever in the trade of Slaves. The principle, therefore, of sub- 
jecting the Individuals engaged in this trade to personal punishment, *is'as 
clearly laid down, as is the forfeiture of the Vessel, &e., yet, hitherto, as far 
at least as appears from the Archives of the Mixed Commission Courts in this 
Colony, it has never been acted upon. The encouragement this cannot fail 
to give to the trade, not merely in relieving Individuals from those penalties, 
a dread of which might deter them from engaging in it, but still more by. 
furnishing, for the prosecution of it, a set of Men best calculated, from past 
experience and local knowledge, to carry it on with success, and to elude the 
vigilance of the Ships of War employed to prevent it, is too obvious to make 
it necessary for me to trouble your Lordship further on the subject, and will’ 
Be my ‘best apology, should my supposition, that the’attention of His Ma-— 
jesty’s Government has not yet been drawn to it, prove erroneous. 

: I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
oe. &e. ec. 





Noma 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Elis Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, January 30, 1829. 


_WITH reference to my Despatch to you, of the 31st of December 1828, 
I herewith transmit to you, for yeur information, the Copy of a Letter; which 
has been received at this Office from the Secretary to the Admiralty, stating 
that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have called upon Captain 
Owen, for the explanations required, in respect to his conduct in the Eases 
of the Vessels  Musquzto,” (alias “ Elizabeth,”) “ Voadora,” and “ Feliz 
Victoria.” 

a oe aaa eC. 
His Majesty's Commissioners. - (Signed) ' ABERDEEN. 
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Enclosure in No. 5. 


John Barrow, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


Sir, Admiralty Office, January 17, 1829. 


HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your two Letters of the 31st 
Ultimo, ‘respecting the proceedings of Captain Owen, in regard to the three Slave-vessels therein. 
mentioned ; I'am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of 
Aberdeen, that they have called upon Captain Owen for the explanations alluded to in your Letters. 
_ Lam, at the same time, directed to observe, that there is reason to believe that Captain Owen has 
accepted the Appomtment of Superintendent at Fernando Po, and that, consequently, he is no 
longer employed in the Naval Service, and has not any Ship-of-War under his orders. And I am, 
likewise, to acquaint you, that, ona Communication from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Captain Owen has been directed to have the Slaves, which were landed by necessity on Fernando 
Po, regularly condemned, when the Mixed Commission Courts should be established in that Island. 


‘Lam, &c. 
John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) ‘JOHN ‘BARROW. 
Cenc oc 
eee eee 


No. 6. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 9.) 


My Lorp, | Sierra Leone, January 5, 1829. 


WE have the honour to forward, herewith, Abstracts of the Proceedings 
of the past Year under the Mixed Commissions established in this Colony. - 

‘The number of Cases adjudicated under the British and Portuguese Mixed 
Commission was 7; of which 2 were Cases of Restitution, and the remaining 
5, Cases of Condemnation ;—the number of Slaves emancipated was 929. 
“The number of Cases adjudicated under the British and Spanish Com- 
mission amounted to 6; which were all Cases of Condemnation ;—the number 
of Slaves emancipated was 1,026. 

The number of Cases adjudicated in the British and Wetherland Mixed 
Court of Justice was 2; both Cases of Condemnation ;—the number of Slaves 
emancipated was 603. 

The number of Cases adjudged under the British and Brazilian Com- 
mission was 10; all Cases of Condemnation ;—the number of Slaves eman- 
eipated was 1,366. 

We have the honour, likewise, to enclose, for your Lordship’s further in- 
formation, a general List of all Cases adjudicated under the Mixed Com- 
missions to this date; from which it appears, that the number of Cases 
adjudicated, during the past Year, was 25 ;—that the number of Slaves 
emancipated was 3,924, and that, from the establishment of the Mixed Com- 
missions to this period, 133 Cases have been adjudged, and 16,111 Slaves 
emancipated. . We have the honour to be, &e. a 

. ; (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. H, J. RICKETTS. 
1 Se. vireo.) deine 18hes 





First Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Portuguese Axed Com- 
mission at Sierra Leone, from the 1st of January 1828 to the 1st of 
January 1829. . 


(No. 1.)\—THE Brazilian Sumacca “ St. Joao Voador,” commanded by Antonio Jozé Galvao, was: 
detained by Lieutenant Badgley, of the Royal Navy, on the 23d October 1827, in a Boat of His: 
Majesty's Ship “Eden,” off Quitta Fort, on the presumption, which her being fitted for the Slave- 
trade gave rise to, that though no Slaves were actually found on board, yet that it was the Master's: 
intention-to ship-such a Cargo when opportunity offered, but, as this Vessels Passport..was not a. 
Slave, but a Commercial one, the Claim made for her and her Stores, on behalf of the Owners, was, 
admitted ; and the. Court, on the 19th of January 1828, decreed the restoration of the “St. Joao 
Voador,” with Costs of Suit, and such Special Damages and Expenses, only, as. were, occasioned by, 
her detention, but without demurrage; which Costs of Suit, Special Damages, and Expenses, mers, 
estimated, by the Registrar, in the whole, at £48 ds, bods. reec kd as teed 
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(No. 2.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Fencedora,” commanded by Joao Maria Evangelista, was 
detained, on the 24th of October 1827, at anchor off Whydah, by Lieutenant Badgley, of His 
Majesty's Ship “Eden,” under the same circumstances as the preceding Vessel, and, the 2 Cases 
being similar, a Decree of Restitution was pronounced, on the 26th of January 1828, without demur- 
rage ; but with Costs of Suit, and such Special Damages and Expenses as had been sustained by 
her detention, which were estimated by the Registrar to amount in all to £287 14s. 6d. 


(No. 3.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Esperanca,” Jozé da Silva Rios, Master, was detained off 
Lagos, by Commodore Collier, of His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” on the 13th of April. No Slaves 
were found on board this Vessel, and a Claim was made for her restoration by the Master, on behalf 
‘of the Owner, Jozé Alvez da Cruz Rios, but her Passport from Bahia, dated the Ist of March 1828, 
prohibited her from touching at any Ports or Places to the Northward of the Line, and the Court, 
viewing this as a parallel Case to that of the “ Hiroina,’ “ Independencia’ and others, adjudicated 
last Year, passed Sentence of Condemnation on her, on the 26th of May 1828. 


(No. 4.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Voadora,’ Antonio Luiz Gonzago, Master, furnished with an 
Imperial Passport from Rio de Janeiro, to take a Cargo of Slaves from Cabinda and Molembo, was 
seized, on the 19th of April 1828, in Latitude 4° 1’ North, with 234 Slaves on board, by a Boat of 
His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,’ William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain: 47 only of this number 
arrived in the “ Voadora,” the remaining 187 having been landed by Captain Owen, at Fernando 
Po, on the ground of the sickly and crowded state of the Vessel. An unsupported Claim was put 
in by the Master on behalf of the- Owner, Antonio Joze Meirelles, of Rio de Janeiro, but, the 
Slaves being clearly proved to have been shipped in the River Cameroons, the Court passed Sen- 
tence of Condemnation on her, on the 16th of June, and decreed the emancipation of the surviving 
44 Siaves landed here, as also of the 187 left at Fernando Po, or so many of them as were living at 
the time of passing Sentence. 


(No. 5.)—The Brazilian Brig “Vingador,’ Miguel Antonio Netto, Master, furnished with an 
Imperial Passport from Rio de Janeiro, dated the 27th of March 1828, to take Slaves from Cabinda, 
was seized, on the 16th of May 1828, in Latitude 4° 45’ North, by Lieutenant Turner, com- 
manding the “Black Joke,” Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,’ with 645 Slaves on board, 
proved to have been shipped at Lagos, two days previous to Capture. No Claim was made, and 
the Court condemned her, on the 16th of June, and emancipated her surviving Slaves, 624 in number. 


(No. 6.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Terceira Rosalia,’ Manoel Pereira Sarmento, Master, fur- 
nished with an Imperial Passport from Bahia, dated 7th of February 1828, to take in a Cargo of 
Slaves at the Port of Cabinda, was detained at anchor off Popoe, in 6° 17’ North Latitude, on the 
20th of April 1828, by His Majesty's Ship “North Star,’ without Slaves. on board, but having 
landed the greater part of her Cargo on the Coast to the Northward of the Line. A Claim was 
filed on behalf of the Owner, but unsupported by any Evidence, and the Court, upon the principle 
which guided their decision in former Cases of breach of Passport, passed Sentence of Con- 
demnation on her, on the 17th of June 1828. 


(No. 7.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Josephina,” Joaquim Ferreira, Master, furnished with an 
Imperial Passport, from Rio de Janeiro, dated the 15th of February 1828, to take in a Cargo of Slaves 
at the Ports of Cabinda and Zaire, was captured, by His Majesty’s Ship “Sybille,” on the 4th of 
July 1828, in Latitude 3° 34” North, with 79 Slaves on board. The Evidence having established 
the shipment of the Slaves in the River Cameroons, to the Northward of the Equator, the Court 
passed Sentence of Condemnation on the “ Josephina,” on the 8th of August following, and decreed 
the emancipation of the surviving 77 Slaves,—2 having died since Capture. 


(Signed) | GEO. JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 





Second Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Spanish Court of Mixed Com- 
mission at Sierra Leone, from the 1st of January 1828 to the 1st of 
January 1829. 


(No. ].)—THE Schooner “ Gertrudis,” sailing under Spanish Colours, and commanded by Fran- 
cisco Sans, was seized by a Boat of His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” under the command of Lieutenant 
Tumer, in Latitude 6° 27’ North, and Longitude 11° 54” West, on the 12th of January 1828, with 
a Cargo of 155 Slaves.—The Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on the “ Gertrudis,’ on the 
2d of February 1828, and emancipated the 155 Slaves found on board. 


(No. 2.)—The Spanish Schooner “ Musquito,” alias ‘ Elizabeth,’ Bartholemew Rochefort, 
Master, was captured on the 14th of April !828, by Lieutenant Robinson, of the Royal Navy, in 
the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” at anchor at the entrance of the Old Calabar River, with 
126 Slaves on board.—She was boarded when under the French Flag, but her Papers, and the Evi- 
dence, clearly establishing her to be Spanish property, and a Claim, which was made for this Vessel 
on behalf of the Owners, being unsupported by any Evidence, the Court decreed her Condemnation, 
on the 16th of June, and emancipated 124 Slaves, proved to have been landed at Fernando Po, or 
the survivors of them, at the time of passing this Sentence. 





(No. 3.)—The Spanish Schooner “ Feliz Victoria,’ Joze Roquer, Master, was seized, on the 3d 
of February 1828, at anchor in the River St. John’s, with 2 Slaves on board, by the Tender of His 
Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” Lieutenant Badgley, commanding, having been abandoned by her Master 
and Crew ; she was taken to Fernando Po, and was detained there until the Month of May following, 
and then sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication, where she arrived on the 9th of June, with the 2 
Slaves and 1 Witness (a seaman) on board whose Evidenec, together with the Ship’s Papeis, 














proved her to be Spanish property belonging to the Havana, and that the 2 Negroes embarked were 
part of a Cargo of 150 Slaves which were to have been taken on board at the same Place. 

The Court, therefore, at its Sitting on the 23d of June, condemned the “ Feliz Victoria,’ and 
decreed the emancipation of the 2 Slaves found on board her. 


(No. 4.)—The Spanish Schooner “ Emprendador,’ Ramon Clavell, Master, cleared from the 
Havana, on the 30th March 1828, for the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, and was detained, by 
His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” in Latitude about 2° North, on the 12th of June, for having 3 Negroes 
secreted in her hold, and being fully equipped for a Slave-trading Voyage.—The Evidence of the 
Witnesses and the Negroes went to show that the latter were not Slaves, but Persons taken on 
board as Pilots, and going from one Port on the Coast to another ; but the Court, looking atten~ 
tively at the Evidence, considered that, although they came voluntarily on board, the Master's inten- 
tion was to make Slaves of them ; this conclusion was strengthened by their being found so far as 
450 miles from the avowed Place of their destination (Onim.) —These circumstances, in the opinion of 
the Court, rendered the “ Emprendador”’ liable to confiscation, and they accordingly condemned her, 
together with her Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and the Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, laden on 
board, as good and lawful Prize to the two Crowns, and as justly seized by His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” 
and decreed the emancipation of the 3 Negroes found on board. 


(No. 5.)—The Spanish Schooner “ Campeadora,’ was captured, on the Ist of November, by His 
Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” Septimius Arabin, Esq. Captain, in Latitude 3° 50’ North, Longitude 
7° 20’ East, with 381 Slaves on board.—The Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on her, on the 
19th of December, and emancipated her surviving Slaves landed here, to the number of 212, as also 
the survivors of the 152 left at Fernando Po; it appearing that 17 had died between the period of 
Capture and Adjudication. 


(No. 6.)—The Spanish Brig “ El Juan,” with 407 Slaves on board, was captured, by His Majesty's 
Ship “ Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, Esq. Commander, on the 12th November, in Lati- 
tude 1° 17’ North, Longitude 4° 26’ Hast, and Sentence of Condemnation was passed upon her, on 
the 19th of December, and the surviving Slaves, 378 in number, emancipated,—29 having died between 
the period of Capture and Adjudication. 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 





Third Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings in the British and Netherland Mixed Court of 
Justice at Sierra Leone, from the 1st of January 1828 to the 1st of 
January 1829. 


(No. 1.)—THE Schooner “ Fanny,” Jean Constantin, Master, was detained with 266 Slaves on 
board, on the 19th of March, sailing under French Colours, by His Majesty's Ship “Sybille,” Commodore 
Collier, who, in his Declaration, declares his belief that her real character was Dutch. This was 
finally proved, to the satisfaction of the Court, to be the case, and Sentence of Condemnation was 
pronounced upon her, on the 22d of May, and the surviving Slaves, 252 in number, decreed to be 
emancipated. 


(No. 2.)—The Netherland Brig “ Henriette,” alias “ Confiance,’ was captured, on the 11th of 
August, under French Colours, in Latitude 3° 50’ North, with 426 Slaves on board, by His Majesty's 
Ship “ Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq. Captain—The Master, in this Case, swears that 
he is himself Owner of this Vessel ; that the French and Spanish Papers, found in her, are false and 
colourable ; and that the Dutch, the Vessel’s real Papers, were thrown overboard on the approach of 
the “ Eden’s” Boats. —The Court, therefore, passed Sentence of Condemnation on her, on the 3d 
of October, and decreed the emancipation of the surviving 292 Slaves landed here, as well as the 
survivors of 59 detained at Fernando Po,—75 having died since Capture. 


(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H, J. RICKETTS. 


Fourth Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Brazihan Ahaxed Commission 
at Sierra Leone, from the opening of that Commission, on the 29th of dugust 
1828, to the 1st of January 1829. 


(No. 1.)—The “ Nova Virgem,” furnished with an Imperial Passport from Bahia, irregularly 
allowing her to touch at the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, and the Costa da Mina, was cap- 
tured, by His Majesty's Ship “ Primrose,’ Thomas Saville Gritlenhoofe, Esq. Commander, under 
Brazilian Colours, on the 23th of July 1828, in about Latitude 5° 50’ North, with 354 Slaves on 
board, which were sworn to have been embarked at Molembo. It was proved, however, to the satis- 
faction of the Court, that they were taken on board to the North of the Line, and, no Claim being 
made, Sentence of Condemnation was pronouneed against her, on the 18th of September, and the 
surviving Slaves, 320 in number, decreed to be emancipated,—34 having died subsequent to Capture. 


(No. 2.)—The Brazilian Brig “ Clementina,” Antonio da Silva Guimarens, Master, furnished with 
an Imperial Passport from Rio de Janeiro, to take in a Cargo of Slaves at Molembo and Cabinda, 
was captured, on the 5th August 1828, in the River Cameroons, by His Majesty's Brig “ Clinker,” 
Lieutenant George William Matson, commanding, with 271 Slaves on board. ‘The Master, himself, 
in this Case, admits the embarkatiog of the Slaves to the Northward of the Equator; the Court, 
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accordingly, passed Sentence of Condemnation on her, on the 18th of September, and decreed the 
emancipation of her surviying Slaves, 196 in number,—115 having died subsequent to Capture. 


(No. 3.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Sociedade,” furnished with an Imperial Passport, dated 
Bahia, the 12th of May 1828, authorising her to take a Cargo of Slaves from Molembo, and irregu- 
larly allowing her to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, was captured by His Majesty’s 
Ship “‘ North Star,” Septimius Arabin, Esq. Captain, on the 8th of August,in Latitude, 2° 50’ North. 
She had no Slaves on board, but had been on the Coast upwards of 40 days, and had landed all her 
Cargo, which was considerable, at Accra, where she had been at anchor above 20, without being able 
satisfactorily to account for the same. On these several grounds, as well as the irregularity of her 
Passport, the Court decreed Condemnation against her, and the Cargo and Stores found on board, on 
the 3d of October, as good and lawful Prize. 


(No. 4.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Voador,’ furnished with an Imperial Passport from Rio de 
Janeiro, to take a Cargo of Slaves from Cabinda and the River Zaire, was captured, on the 20th of 
August, by His Majesty's Brig “ Clinker,’ Lieutenant Matson, Commander, at anchor in the River 
Bimbia, in or about Latitude 3° 36’ North, Longitude 9° 10’ East, where the Vessel, having pre- 
viously touched at Princes Island, landed the greater part of her Cargo. She had no Slaves on 
board, but, from the latter circumstance, as well as from the nature of her fitting up, she was evi- 
dently engaged in the illicit traflick of Slaves, and this conviction, coupled with the violation of her 
Passport, led to her Condemnation, on the 17th of November. At the period of Capture resistance 
was made, and several men were killed and wounded on both sides. 


(No. 5.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Santa Effigenia,” without any Passport on board, was cap- 
tured, on the 17th of October, by His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” Septimius Arabin, Esq. Captain, 
in Latitude 5° 35’ North, and Longitude 3° 10’ East, with 218 Slaves on board. ‘The Master, in 
this Case, admitted that these Slaves were taken on board at Badagry, in Latitude 6° 12’ North ; and 
the Court accordingly condemned her, on the 26th of November, and decreed the emancipation of her 
surviving Slayes,217 in number,—1 only having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 


(No. 6.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Zepherina,” furnished with an Imperial Passport from Bahia, 
to proceed for a Cargo of Slaves to Cabinda, by Costa da Mina, St. Thomas and Princes Islands, was 
captured, on the 14th of September, in Latitude 5° 50’ North, Longitude 3° 37’ East, by His Ma- 
jesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” Thomas Saville Griffenhoofe, Esq. Commander, with 218 Slaves on board, 
shipped, the day previous to Capture, at Ajuda, where the outward Cargo had been landed. The 
Court, therefore, condemned the “ Zepherina” on the 9th of December, and emancipated her sur- 
viving Slaves, 153 in number,—65 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 


(No. 7.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Penha da Franca,” furnished with an Imperial Passport from 
Bahia to Ambrize, for a Cargo of Slaves, “‘ with intention to touch at Guinea Coast, St. Thomas 
and Princes Islands,” was captured, on the 3d of October, in Latitude 0° 46’ North, and Longitude 
5° 30’ East, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, Esq., Commander, with 
184 Slaves on board. Claim for the Schooner and Slaves was made by the Master, supported by 
an Affidavit on behalf of the Owner, in which he swears that the Slaves were taken on board at 
Ambrize. This, however, was satisfactorily rebutted by the other Evidence in the Case, and the 
Slaves were proved to be Natives of a Country, called Accoo, near the River Lagos, and to have 
been. there shipped on board the “ Penha da Franga;” the Court, therefore, passed Sentence of 
Condemnation on her, on the 16th of December, and decreed the emancipation of her surviving 
Slaves, 169 in number,—15 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 


(No. 8.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ 4rcenia,’ furnished with an Imperial Passport from Rio de 
Janeiro, authorizing her to proceed to Molembo for a Cargo of Slaves, “touching at the Islands of 
Princes and St, Thomas,’ was captured, on the 30th of October, in the River Cameroons, by the 
Schooner “Little Bear,’ Lieutenant Cory, commanding, Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ North 
Star,” with 448 Slaves, which were received on board the “ Arcenia,’ whilst the Capturing Officer 
was in the act of search. ‘Lhe traffick in Slaves, to the Northward of the Line, being thus clearly 
established, and no Claimant appearing, the Court condemned the “ Arcenia” on the 19th of 
December, and emancipated the surviving Slaves, 269 in number,—179 having died between the 
period of Capture and Adjudication. 


(No. 9.)—The Brazilian Schooner “ Estrella do Mar,” furnished with an Imperial Passport from 
Rio de Janeiro, authorizing her to proceed to Cabinda for a Cargo of Slaves, “with permission to 
touch at the Island of Princes,” was captured, on the 30th of October, in the Cameroons River, by the 
Schooner “ Little Bear,” commanded by Lieutenant Cory, a Tender to His Majesty's Ship « North 
Star.” No Slaves were found on board, but the “ Estrella do Mar’ had been 3 Months in the 
KRtiver Cameroons, where a great part of her Cargo was landed. Claim was made for this Vessel, 
as well as for freight of the Slaves transhipped from the “ drcenia” for a passage to this Port, and 
an attempt was made to shew that the “ Estrella do Mar’ had come to the North of the Line tor 
the purpose of repairs ; this was proved to be false, and on this ground, as well as the irregularity of 
her Passport, the Court condemned this Vessel, together with the Goods, Wares, and Merchandize,. 
laden therein.. 


(No. 10.) —The Brazilian Sloop “ Minerva da Conceicao,” furnished with an Imperial Passport 
from Pernambuco, authorizing a Voyage to Molembo for a Cargo of Slaves, “ calling off the Islands 
of Princes and St. Thomas,’ was captured by His Majesty’s Brig “ Plumper,” Lieutenant Medley, 
on the 17th of October, in Latitude 1° 36’ North, Longitude 2° 26’ East, and having on board 105 
Slaves, which were sworn to have been shipped at Molembo, and Claim was, on that ground, made 
for them and the Sloop, by the Master, on behalf of the Owners. It being proved, however, that 
the Slaves. were embarked to the Northward of the Line, in the River Gaboon, Sentence of Con- 
demnation was passed on her by the Couit, on the 19th of December, and the surviving Slayes, 82 
in number, decreed to be emancipated,—23 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudi- 
gation. (Signed) H. J. RICKET VS: (Signed* GEO. JACKSON. 
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8 Sierra Lone. (General. ) 
No. 7. 
Lhs Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received April 9.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1829. 


WE have the honour to transmit, herewith, a Copy of the Registry of 
Slaves emancipated during the last Half Year, by the Courts of Mixed Com- 
mission established in this Colony, for the prevention of the illicit traffick in 
Slaves. 

The total number in this List amounts to 2,325, in addition to which, 
your Lordship will perceive that 381, who were detained at Fernando Po, 
were also emancipated, but who, from that circumstance, do not appear on 
the Registry. We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. &e. &e. 





Enclosure in No. 7. 


Abstract of Slaves Registered from July 5, 1828, to January 5, 1829. 























ee EE ee 
NAME OF VESSEL. NUMBER REGISTERED. 

Emprendador ...+....<..) 3 
Josephina........ BE diab 74 
Nova Virgem ¥...722,. 70 320 
Clementinagee te. 7. nes 156 
Henriette, or Confiance.... .. 292 
Santa Effigenia............ 217 
Zephennas (2 7 Sees 153 
Penha de Pranes 2... 169 
Campeadora.s'.i i siete ose c+ 212 
il Juang ete PO 378 
Minerva de Conceicao ...... 82 
Arcenia: ©, ee, es 269 
Total... 2,325 

SE OE 


N. B.—In addition to the foregoing List of Emancipated Slaves registered in the period set forth, 
there were 59 other Slaves seized on board of the “ Henriette,’ alias “ Confiunce,” and 152 other 
Slaves seized on board of the « Campeadora,” (or the Survivors of them) likewise emancipated by 
Decrees of the Court of Mixed Commission, but not registered in this Office, from their having been 
landed and detained at Fernando Po. ; 





(Signed) JOSH. REFFELL, Regr.: 
Registry Office, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1829, 


No. 8. 


George Jackson, Esq, to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 9.) 


(Extract.) Serva Leone, January 5, 1829. 


BY the Returns which your Lordship will receive, under this date, you 
will perceive the unprecedented number of Slaves, which, within the last 4 
Months, have been brought before the several Courts of Mixed Commission 
established at this Place ; and, while I rejoice at the success of His Majesty’s 
Squadron in the performance of their duty, I fear that success must be re- 
garded, rather as a proof of the perseverance of those engaged in this inhuman 
traffick, than as an indication of any diminution of the tralfick itself; on the 
contrary, as if determined to make the most of the time still allowed to this 
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Srerra Leone, =f General.) Ses 


eommeree, under almost the only Flag which yet tolerates it, the parties seem 
to have become both more daring and more numerous than ever. 

Of the 13 Vessels condemned within the period above mentioned, 10 were 
taken under the Brazilian Flag, and their Cargoes were all proved to have 
been shipped to the North of the Line; 4 with Passports from Rio de Jantiro, 
4 from Bahia, 1 from Pernambuco, and 1 without any Passport at all; of the 
remaining 3 Cases, 2 were Spanish, and 1 Dutch. 

The Spanish Vessels were from the Havana, and, from the information 
I have lately received from Captain Griffinhoofe, of His Majesty’s Ship 
« Primrose,” there is too much reason to believe, that the trade is reviving 
under this Flag, and that the Subjects of that Power, taking advantage of the 
tardiness of their Government, in acceding to the agreement, that the fitting 
up and equipment of the Vessel shall be a primd facie Evidence of her actual 
employment in the Slave-trade, are now openly carrying it on, trusting to 
their superior sailing to escape, after their cargoes are actually on board :— 
every preparation for their reception being previously made, a very short time 
suffices for this operation, and, while they are collecting, cruizes are made for 
the general purpose of plunder, Captain Griflinhoofe says, he lately met 
with 5 Schooners of this description at anchor off the Gallinas, 3 of a superior 
class, the other two being small ones. On the approach of the ‘* Primrose,” 
they all made sail, and used every exertion to escape. Captain Griffinhoofe 
succeeded, however, in coming up with one, but she would neither bring to, 
nor shew Colours, till struck by several shot; pretending that she mistook 
the “ Primrose” for a Buenos Ayrean Privateer. 


(Signed) GEORGE- JACKSON, 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &c. oc. ; 


A 


No. 9. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed April 9.) 


My Lorn, Sierra Leone, February 19, 1829. 


WE are sorry to have to inform your Lordship, that the Slave-trade seems 
to be breaking out afresh to the Northward. During the stay of the French 
Commodore in this Port, he dispatched one of his Squadron (upon certain 
information he received) to the River Pongo, which shortly returned with no 
less than 3 Vessels, one avowedly French, and bearing that Flag, the other two, 
also, supposed to be so, but taken under Spanish Colours; and we have, at 
this moment, two Portuguese Slavers before the Court, taken by His Majesty’s 
Ship “ Primrose” in the River Cacheo; the one, at least, a clear and palpable 
Case of illicit traffick. 

From Captain Griffinhoofe himself, who is just come in from a Cruize to the 
Windward, we further learn, that he boarded, on the 31st Ultimo, 120 miles up 
the River Nunez, a Spanish Schooner of 63 tons, 16 men, from, and belonging 
to, the Havana, called the ‘* Favorite,” Antonio Belancent, Master. This 
Schooner cleared out from St. Thomas’, and is owned by Don Juan Goneales, 
Her water was complete, her Slave-deck laid, and she was, in every respect, 
ready for embarking her Slaves, which, to the number of about 120,\ere at the 
Factory on Shere. The Master had the effrontery to tell the boarding Otficer, 
that he had been expecting that visit fora fortnight,—a French Schooner, which 
was waiting there for Slaves, having told them that the ‘ Primrose” was on 
the Coast. Here we have another proof of the utter hopelessness of putting 
an effectual stop to the trade, so long as His Majesty’s Cruizers shall be pro- 
hibited from making Captures, where the wretched victims, prepared for em- 
barkation, are not actually found on board. . 

A considerable traftick is still said to be carried on by small Vessels, carrying 
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10 SreRRA Leone. (General.) 


Slaves from the Rivers to Windward to the Cape Verds, under the pretence, 

if examined, of being domestick Slaves. This, however, is mere report, but 

the investigation of the second Portuguese Vessel, alluded to above, as being 

now before the Court (and on both which we shall, of course, in due time, 

have the honour of making our Report to your Lordship) may, perhaps, elicit 

some information on this subject, she being stated to have been merely pass- 

ing from the Coast to those Islands, and a Claim for the Slaves being made, 
on the ground of their being domesticks. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 

H.J.RICKETTS. - 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . 

&e. &e. &e. 





INO. o10; 
Lhe Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. sents 


_ (Circular.) : Foreign Office, May 19, 1529. 


I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, 10 Copies of Papers, 
marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which have this day been pre- 
sented, by His Majesty’s Command, to both Houses of Parliament. 

Tam, &c.5 oat i 


His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) _ ABERDEEN. 





No. Il. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, May 23, 1829. 


IT HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, the Copy of a Des- 
patch, dated 25th April last, and of its Enclosure, from His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador in the Netherlands,* containing the Answer which the Netherland 
Government have returned to the Communication which I directed to be 
made to the Ministers of His Netherland Majesty, of the Letter which was 
addressed tome, by Mr. Jackson, on the 29th November i828, respecting 
the impunity with which the Offenders against the Laws for the suppression 
of the Slave-trade, were suffered to return, after conviction, to the renewed — 
pursuits of that traffick. — 


* Tam, &c. 
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ABERDEEN, 


* See Class B. 





No. 12. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdecn.—(Reccived May 26.) © 


(Extract.) . — Sterra Leone, March 6, 1829. 


1 HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship the return of Mr. Smith 
to this Colony, on the 3d Instant. 5 
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Sizrra Leong, — (General.) 11 LAL] 


Mr Smith has since taken the necessary Oath, before Chief Justice Ban- 
nister, as His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration in the British and Bra- 
zilian Court, opened since his departure. I congratulate myself on the assist- 
ance which I feel confident of deriving from his long experience in the 
Courts of Mixed Commission, and his local acquaintance with the Coast. 


. {-] (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. : . 


&e. &e 
No. 13. | Be - 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, ; Sterra Leone, March 11, 1829. 


WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 31st 
of December last, on the subject of the observations which His Majesty's 
Commissioners had felt it their duty to make, in their Despatches of last 
Year, respecting certain deviations, practised by Captain Owen, from the 
Instructions annexed to the Treaties with Foreign Powers, for the abolition 
of the Slave-trade ; and acquainting us, that the Lords of the Admiralty have 
been moved to enjoin to that Officer a more strict attention to those Instruc- 
tions in future; and further, that the Sentences of His Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners, which condemned the “ Ausquito,” (alias “ Elizabeth,”) the “ Voa- 
dora,” and the “ Feliz Victoria,’ and emancipated the Slaves found on board 
those Vessels, were perfectly correct and proper. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
. (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 
Ce WM. SMITH. : 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
oe Re eo &e. &c. | 


ar AE 


No. 14. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, March 11, 1829. 


_ WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch, transmitting the Copies of a Correspondence which has passed be- 
tween the Admiralty and the Foreign Department, relative to the expediency 
of causing a Survey to be held on the Stores of a Slave-vessel at the moment 
of her detention; and itis with considerable satisfaction that we perceive, that 
the suggestion to that effect, contained in Mr. Backhouse’s Letter to the 
Secretary to the Admiralty, has been adopted by the Lords Commissioners. 
) We have the honour to be, &c, 
inal (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
Oe Tatts, $4 WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
oF  &e. &e. &ec. . ae, 


eh oa dk SS 
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No. 15. 
William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received August 17.) 


My Lorp, . Sierra Leone, June 10, 1829. 
AMONGST the numerous deaths occasioned by the fatal sickness with’ 
which this Colony has been, for the last 5 Weeks afflicted, IL have to report 
to your Lordship that of Mr. Richard Greve, who filled the Office of Marshal 
to the Courts of Mixed Commission. — | a 


















































12 Sierra Leone, (General.) 


I much regret the decease of Mr. Grove, who, during the period of § 
Years he held that Situation, gave satisfaction to His Majesty’s Commissioners, 

The Appointment of Marshal remains, at present, unfilled, owing to His 
Majesty’s Commissioners not yet having selected a Person, competent, in 
their opinion, to discharge the duties of that Situation. 

When the selection is made, it will be ad interim, and shall be duly 
reported for your Lordship’s approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. (Signed) WM. SMITH. 
Be. Be. &e. 





ea tlle tn mma 
No. 16. 
William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received August 17.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, June 10, 1829. 

IT is with feelings of unfeigned regret that I have to report to your Lord- 
ship, the death of Mr. 8. M. Magnus, First Clerk to His Majesty’s Com- 
missioners, which unfortunate event happened ou the Evening of the 5th 
Instant, after a Week’s illness. 

I deeply lament the loss His Majesty’s Commissioners have sustained in 
the demise of Mr. Magnus, whose zeal they have often commended ; nor 
should I be doing justice to his memory, were I to withhold from your 
Lordship, my unqualified approbation of his constant and unremitting 
attention te the duties of the Situation he filled. 

T have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. (Signed) WM.SMITH. 
§e. &e. 


&e. 
| 
No. 17. 


William Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received August 17.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, June 11, 1829, 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the departure, for England, 
on the 9th Instant, of Mr. George Jackson, His Majesty’s Commissary 
Judge, occasioned by the very severe and protracted illness which that Gen- 
tleman was attacked with, so as to render it necessary, for the preservation of 
his life, that he should, without delay, quit this Colony. 

This is another circumstance I greatly deplore, as it deprives His Majesty’s 
Service of that Gentleman’s superior talents in the Situation he so eminently 
filled, and his Colleagues of his valuable advice and assistance, in carrying on 
the general duties of the Commissions. 

The Vacancy thus oceasioned, has been filled up by Lieutenant-Governor 
Ricketts, who this day took the prescribed Oaths before the Principal Magis- 
trate, and entered upon the duties of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, ad 
interim. I have the honour to be, &e. : 

Lhe Right Fon. The aa of Aberdeen, K.T, (Signed) WM. SMITH, 
ee c. Sec. 


No. 18. 
iis Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen (Received Aug. 17.) 
My Lorp, _ Serra Leone, June 12, 1829. 
THE death of Mr, Magnus having occasioned a vacancy in the Situation 


of First Clerk to His Majesty’s Commissioners, we have, in conformity with 
our Instructions, appointed Mr. Samuel Bidwell to that Office, pro tempore, 
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with the full Salary attached thereto, until your Lordship’s pleasure be known 
thercon. Yt wi lon 


We have also availed ourselves of such temporary aid as the Colony affords, 
in filling up the 2d Situation, by nominating, pro tempore, Mr. Thomas 
Marshall Walker thereto, with a Salary of s£200. per Annum. 

We beg, most respectfully, to.recommend Mr. Bidwell to the favourable 
consideration of your Lordship, for confirmation as First Clerk; he having 
been attached to the Commissions, now, nearly 5 Years, and having always so 
conducted himself as to merit the approbation of His Majesty’s Com- 
missioners. ae 

Should your Lordship be pleased to confirm Mr. Watker, we feel satisfied 
that-his zeal, attention, and abilities, will be fully equal to the discharge of 
the duties of Second Clerk. 

Trusting that these Nominations may meet your Lordship’s approbation, 

We have the honour to be, &c. Lain es 
(Osa tivsinop th ) mised Yo bl ol Signed)oier) Hye <RICKETTS, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 1. WM. SMITH. 
Se: See &e. 





No. 19. 
William Smith Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received August 30.) 
My Lorp, - oe Sierra Leone, July 6, 1829. 

IT is with the most poignant feelings of grief, that it again becomes my 
melancholy duty to acquaint your Lordship with the death of another 
Gentleman, holding Office in the Courts of Mixed Commission established 
here. cs . 

Mr. Reffell, the Registrar, after «in illness of nearly a Month, expired; 
deeply lamented throughout the whole Colony, on the 3d Instant. The 
Mixed Commissions have sustained in his death a severe loss. His zeal and 
abilities were constantly devoted to the duties of his Srtuation : and his 
general knowledge of the Treaties, made him a great acquisition, both to the 
Foreign Judges,-and to His Majesty’s-Commissioners. For myself, I have, 
in him, personally lost an attached friend, who, while living, had my esteem, 
and for whose memory I shall ever retain the highest respect. 

et) --—-F-havethe-henour-to-be; &e:---~ 


| . | gey (Signed) WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. - 
ganna efge. 2 | sae | - 


a 





ss . as v Bees 
No. 20. ; 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Aug. 30.) 
My Lorp, © | Sierra Leone, July 13, 1829. 


WE have the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a Copy 
of a Letter addressed to His Majesty’s Commissioners, on the 11th Instant, 
by Lieutenant-Governor Ricketts, announcing to them his having nominated 
and appointed Mr. Thomas Cole to the Office of Registrar, ad ¢nterim, to 
the Courts of Mixed Commission, vacant by the death of Mr. Joseph 
Reffell, with a Salary of £500. per Annum, until your Lordship’s pleasure 
be known thereon. —s : 7 

We have, accordingly, introduced Mr. Cole to the only Foreign Commis- 
sioner now here, M. de Paiva, and have installed him in the duties of his 
Qifice. ramen We have the honour to be, &c. 

| (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
bit ; . WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. vib 
Se. . Se. a : kt 
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Enclosure in No. 20. 


Lieutenant-Governor Ricketts to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Sierra Leone, July 11, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that I have appointed Mr. Thmas Cole to fill the Situation of 
Registrar to the Courts of Mixed Commission, established in this Colony, vacant by the death of Mr. 
Joseph Reffell, until His Majesty’s pleasure is known thereon, with a Salary at the rate of £500 


per Annum. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed)  H. J. RICKETTS. 
His Majesty's Commissioners. 


eI 


No. 21. 
Lhs Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Aug. 30.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, July 21, 1829. 


WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship, by this opportunity, a 
certified Copy of the Registry of Slaves emancipated by the Courts of Mixed 
Commission established here, from the 5th of January last to the 5th instant. 
The number of Slaves emancipated, during that period, amounts to 3,153, and 
the number of Slaves registered, to 3,149,—4 having died between the period 


of Emancipation and Registration. 


We have the honour to be, &c. | 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. WM. SMITH. 
&e. &e. §&e. 





Enclosure in No. 21. (46stract.) 


Register of Slaves Emancipated from January 5th to July 5th, 1829. 



































wig? Number Died salts 
Number before Registra- ‘umber 
NAME OF VESSEL. Registered. tion, but fone Emancipated. 
cipated. 
Triumpho - - - - 122 Gs 122 
Coquette - - - - 183 = 2 185 
Bella Eliza - - - 215 an 215i 
Vingador - - - - 220 ce 220 
Minaity 2 5 6 & a 29 ug 29 
Uitte) c= & 2 < 366 as 366 
El] Almirante - - - Al6 Ss 416 
Donna Barbara - + 351 @ 351 
CGarolna- - -. - - 397 2 399 
Jeune Eugenie - - - 46 46 
Jules.- = ¥- = <5 - 207 & 207 
Panchita =a ee 259 ifs 259 
Hosse - - - = - 166 ce 166 
Mensageira- - - - 117 . 117 
Hirondelle = -).- |- 55 rr DD 






‘Fotal “- /- 


N. B.—In addition to the foregoing List of emancipated Slaves registered in the period set forth, 
there were 127 other Slaves seized on. board the “ Mensageira,” and 34 other Slaves seized on board 
the “ Hirondelle,” (or the survivors of them) likewise emancipated by Decree of the Courts of 
Mixed Commission, but not registered in this Office from their having been landed and ‘detained 


- at Fernando Po. 


(Signed) THOS. COLE, Acting Registrar, 


Court of Mixed Commission, Registry at 
Sierra Leone, July 5, 1829, 
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No. 22. 


Willam Smith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received October 14.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, August 19, 1829. 


I HAVE again a lamentable duty to perform, in acquainting your Lord- 
ship with the death, on the 3d Instant, of Mr. Thomas Marshall Walker, the 
young Gentleman whom His Majesty’s Commissioners had appointed, pro 
tempore, to the Second Clerkship, as reported to your Lordship in their 
Despatch, dated the 12th of June, of this Series. 

Both the Office of Second Clerk, and that of Marshal to the Court, are 
vacant, and there being no business before the Mixed Commissions, there is 
no urgent necessity, at present, to fill either the one or the other. 

A Mr. Frederick Jarvis was appointed to the latter Office, but he held it 
only 2 Weeks, having, unfortunately, died, on the 9th Ultimo, after 10 days 
illness. 4 

Whilst I most deeply regret the awful visitations, which have so recently 
befallen the British portion of the Mixed Commissions, it is with pleasure 
I report to your Lordship, on the authority of Dr. Boyle, the Surgeon to 
‘the Courts, that the Epidemic, which has been so very destructive to the 
Europeans resident in this Colony, is on the decline ;—that it has assumed a 
‘type of a milder form ;—and that it now begins to yield to medical 
treatment. 

Mr. Bidwell has been ill, but is now, I am happy to say, recovering, and 
thas handsomely declined availing himself of your Lordship’s permission to 
‘return to England this Season, foreseeing that, were he to quit, I should 
have no assistance in carrying on the duties of the Commissioners. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) WM. SMITH. 
“The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
; &e. Se. oe. 


——— eee” 


No. 23. 
William Snith, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed October 14.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, August 19, 1829. 
S 


I HAVE the bonour to report to your Lordship, that there is not, at pre- 
sent, a Case of any Vessel, captured for carrying on the illicit traffick in 
Slaves, before the Courts of Mixed Commission established here, nor has 
there been any since that of the Spanish Schooner “ Panchita,” which ar- 
rived in May last. 

I must, however, state to your Lordship, that it is my conviction, that this 
has not resulted from any diminution in the traffick in Slaves; but that it 
arises trom the well known unhealthiness of the Season, during the rainy 
Months, deterring experienced Speculators in that trade from venturing om 
. this. Coast. ¥ ( 

The Agents of the Parties engaged in these illicit transactions, who reside 
at Whydah, Badagry, Porto Novo, Lagos, and other Slave Ports to the 
Northward of the Equator, employ themselves in the mean time, in collecting 

Slaves, to be ready for embarkation on the first favourable opportunity, after 
the subsiding of the rains, which usually bappens in the Month of October ; 





iG Sierra Lrons.  (General.) 


at which next coming period, I fear, it will be renewed with increased activity, 
and determined energy, by the Brazilians, as the period is now fast approach- 
ing when it will become Piracy, by Treaty, for the Subjects of that Power any 
longer to carry it on. 

Strong as that measure apparently is, to put a stop to the inhuman trade in 
question, and to the numerous evils which result therefrom ; still it will not, 
in my humble opinion, tend, in any great degree, to effect the desired object 
of the Convention; I much fear that the traffick will, in spite of the pre- 
ventive measure of constituting it Piracy, continue to flourish. 

I believe I am perfectly correct in stating, that four out of five Vessels, 
engaged in carrying on the illicit Slave-trade under the Brazilian Flag, escape. 
On that calculation, Miscreants enough will, at all times, be found ready to 
engage in this traflick, provided their emoluments be made commensurate to 
the risk, they will then run, of penal consequences being visited upon 
them, if captured in the flagrant act of carrying it on: and, I have no 
doubt, every species of encouragement, that can be devised, will be given to 
such Men by the Proprietors of these lawless speculations; who reap so much 
profit from, even, one successful Adventure. _ 

Should, however, the Brazilian Government, acting upon the humane 
principles it professes itself to be guided by, be induced, by your Lordship’s 
forcible representations, to accede to the adoption of an Additional Article to 
the Convention of the 23d of November 1826, by which the outfit and 
equipment of a Vessel for the Slave-trade, shall be held primd facie, an 
actual engagement in it,-=more good will be gained in the cause of humanity, 
than has hitherto been effected ; as such would, I confidently believe, speedily 
annihilate, in its early prosecution, that traflick. _ ; 

This, my Lord, would prove a measure much more effective than. that 
which will make it Piracy ; as in the case of Piracy, the act must be con- 
summated to constitute that offence, and that very consummation will still 
continue to entail upon the unbappy African, the misery of being forcibly 
dragged from his country and his home, with all the evils he is now. exposed 
to, aggravated ; for the penalty, on the one hand, and cupidity, on the other, 
will induce the Wretches, who carry that trafick on, to cram more human 
beings, if possible, into their Vessels, than they now do; so that one success- 
ful Voyage may compensate them for the formidable risks, to which such 
daring outrage will subject them. 

If both these points were in operation at the same time, there is every 
reason to hope, through the zealand activity of the Squadron, that that trade, 
under the Brazilian Flag, would be put an end to for ever. _ 

In connection with this subject, I most respectfully suggest, for your 
Lordship’s consideration, whether it would not be desirable that some com- 
petent Court should be created, to take cognizance of Brazilian Subjects com- 
mitting Piracy under the Treaty. At present none exists in this Colony. 
Neither the Vice Admiralty, that being an Instance Court, nor, the Mixed 
Commission Court, have any jurisdiction in criminal matters, and the Royal 
Commission Court, established for the trial of Piracies and Offences at Sea, 
extends its power only to British Subjects. 

‘The necessity, therefore, of some measure of the kind appears to me, I 
humbly submit, to be bighly important ; for, should the first Oftenders escape 
punishment, others will be encouraged to persevere in similar conduct, with 
reasonable hopes of being equally fortunate, It seems, therefore, of great 
moment that the Law should be rigorously enforced m the first instance. 
It would, inost probably, be productive of the very best effects, in leading 
to the desired abolition of the Slave-trade. a . 

: I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) WM. SMITH. 





























& 














The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Se. Se. HC. 
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No. 24. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Nov. 24.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, September 5, 1829. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 

et dated May 19, 1829, transmitting, for our information, 10 Copies of 

apers, marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which had been pre- 
sented, by His Majesty’s Command, to both Houses of Parliament. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&c. &ec. &c. 
; a 
No. 25. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


| GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 11, 1829. 


HIS Majesty has been pleased to nominate and appoint Walter William 
Lewis, Esq. to be Registrar to the Mixed Commissions established at Sierra 
Leone, under the Treaties and Conventions with Foreign Powers for the re- 
pression of illegal Slave-trade. 

Mr. Lewis is instructed to present himself to you, and to shew to you his 
Appointment ; and I have to desire, that you ave pleased to administer to 
Mr. Lewis, in due form, the Oath prescribed to be taken by him; and that, 
having introduced him to such of the Foreign Commissioners as may be at 
Sierra Leone, when this Despatch reaches you, you will install Mr. Lewis in 
his place as Registrar to the Mixed Commissions ; and give him directions to 
enter upon the exercise of his duties in that Situation. 


, Wan cc. 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


P.S. I enclose, herewith, to you, under flying Seal, for your information, 
two Letters, which I have addressed, under this day’s date, to Mr. Lewis; 
one transmitting to him his Warrants of Appointment, and the other regu- 
lating his allowances as Registrar to the Mixed Commissions at Sierra 


Leone. A. 
His Majesty's Commissioners. 














First Enclosure in No. 25. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to Walter William Lewis, Esq. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 11, 1829. 


HIS Majesty has been pleased to appoint you to be Registrar to the Mixed Commissions esta- 
blished at Sierra Leone, under the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the repression of illegal Slave- 
trade, 

I herewith transmit to you The King’s Warrants of Appointment to that effect. 

Upon your receipt of this Despatch, you will present yourself to His Majesty's Commissioners, 
| and shewing to them your Appointment, request from them directions for your guidance in entering 
| upon the duties of your Situation; in the exercise of which you will consider the Instructions which 
were addressed from this Department to your Predecessors in the Office of Registrar, as the rule of 

your conduct, in the same manner as if those Instructions had been addressed to yourself. 
‘ I am, &e, 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 

Walter William Lewis, Esq. 


7 
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Second Enclosure in No. 25. 


John Backhouse, Esq. to Walter William Lewis, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 11, 4829. 


IN the Situation of Registrar to the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone, to which His 
Majesty has been pleased to appoint you, you will be allewed a Salary of £1000 a Year. This Salary 
will commence from the date of vour Appointment by His Majesty, and will be paid to you by His 
Majesty's Commissioners, and inserted by them in the Quarterly Account, made up and transmitted 
home by the Commissioners, on the 5th of April, the 5th of July, the 10th of October, and the: 
5th of January, in each Year. 

If at any period after the expiration of Six Years’ actual service at your Post, during which time 
you shall have conducted yourself to the satisfaction of His Majesty's Government, you shall, upon 
a representation of the state of your health, or other particular circumstances, obtain His Majesty's 
permission to retire from the Situation of Registrar to the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone, 
your name will be submitted to His Majesty for a Pension not exceeding the sum of £500 a Year, 
from the date of such retirement. 

Your Salary of £1000 a Year will be diminished by one half during the periods of temporary 
absence from your Post; and such periods of absence are not to be counted as portions of Serviee 
upon which to ground your contingent application for a Pension. 

Your Salary will also be diminished by one half in the event of your enjoying any other Appoint- 
ment of emolument under His Majesty's Government, whilst you hold the Office of Registrar. 


IT am, &e.. 


(Signed) J. BACKHOUSE,Y 
Walter William Lewis, Esq. 
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No. 26. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Feb, 20, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, December 23, 1828. 


1 HAVE the honour to enclose to your Lordship, in this Despatch, the 
Report of the Spanish Schooner “ Campeadora,” captured, on the Ist of 
November, by His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” with 381 Slaves, in or 
about Latitude 3° 50/ North, Longitude 7° 20/ East, and condemned by the 
Lieutenant-Governor and myself, on the 19th Instant. 

The “ Campeadora” was furnished with a Passport from the Havana, to 
trade with the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas; and the Master swears. 
that he is the sole Owner of the Vessel, and states that. the Slaves were taken 
on board in the River Bonny. 

Of the 381 Slaves, originally captured, 152 were landed at Fernando Po, by 
Captain Arabin, in consequence of the crowded state of the Slaves, and the: 
imsufficiency of provisions and water for their support. A Correspondence 
relating to this subject, between Captains Owen and Arabin, is on file in this 
Cause, supported. by Affidavit. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON.. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T.. 
relics &e. ete 





Enclosure in No. 26.. 


Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Campeadora,” condemned, on the 19th Decem- 
ber 1828, in the British and Spanish. Court of Mixed Commission.. 


HIS is the Case of the Spanish. Schooner “ Campeadora,’ furnished with a Passport from: 
the Havana, to trade with the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, and captured, on the 1st November, . 
in or about Latitude 3° 50’ North, Longitude 7° 20’ East, by His: Majesty's Ship “ North Star,” 
Septimius Arabin, Esq., Captain, with 381-Slaves, said to have been taken.on board in the River Bonny, . 
on the 30th October. 

There are only 2 Witnesses in this Case, Gaspar Prato, the Master, and John Brown, a seaman 
of the Vessel. 

Gaspar Prato swears, “ that he, himself, is the sole Owner of the Vessel taken; that the said Vessel 
only touched at one of the Cape de Verd Islands and the River Bonny, during the present ‘Voyage, 
before Capture; and that 381 Slaves were received on board from the Shore in the latter Place.” 

John Brown corroborates the above Evidence, with the exception, that he swears, that he.does not 
know who is: the Owner of the Vessel. 

_ The employment of this Vessel in the traffick in Slaves, being thus proved, and no Claimant 
appearing, the Court pronounce the said Schooner, “ Campeadora,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the goods, wares and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and 
Seizure thereof, engaged in the traflick in Slaves, contrary to the ‘Treaty between Great Britain and 
Spain, of the 23d September 1517, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn the 
said Schooner, her tackle, apparel, and fwmiture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden 
therein, as taken in such traffick, by His Majesty's Ship “North Star,” Septimius Arabin, Esq. 
Commander; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, brought to. Sierra Leone, 
to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; and, also, that it 
lias been proved that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 71 men, 27 women, 78 boys, and 36: 
girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated—17 having died between the 
period of Capture and Adjudication. And the Court further decree, that the 152 Slaves landed. at 
Fernando Po, or the survivors of them, be likewise emancipated from slavery. 

(Signed) GEO, JACKSON... 
H, J, RICKETTS.. 
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Nav?7. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Karl of Aberdeen.—(Received Feb. 20,1829.) 


My Lorp, : Sierra Leone, December 23,1828. 


THE Report I have now the honour to enclose, is that of the Case of the 
Spanish Brig “ £7 Juan,” captured by His Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” on the 
12th November last, being in or about Latitude 1°17’ North, Longitude 4° 26’ 
East, with 407 Slaves, taken on board in the River Bonny. She too, hke the 
“<< Campeadora,” had a Passport from the Havana to trade with St. Thomas, 
and was condemned, at the same time, by the Lieutenant-Governor and 
myself. I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. &c. ac 





Enclosure in No. 27. 


Case of the Spanish Brig El Juan,” condemned, on the 19th December, 1828, 
in the British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Spanish Brig “ El Juan,’ furnished with a Passport from the Havana, to 
trade with the Island of St. Thomas, and captured, by His Majesty's Ship “Medina,” William 
Benjamin Suckling, Esq. Commander, on the 12th November last, being in or about Latitude 1° 177 
North, Longitude 4° 26” East, and having on board 407 Slaves, said to have been shipped in the 
River Bonny on the 31st October. 

Marcos Delgado, the Second Mate, and Ramon Vionnet, the Surgeon of the Vessel, on being 
examined on the Standing Interrogatories, distinctly admit, that the Slaves were taken on board in the 
River Bonny, at which Place the Vessel landed her outward Cargo. 

The employment of this Vessel in the trade of Slaves, being thus established, and no Claimant 
appearing, the Court pronounce the said Brig “ El Juan,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, 
engaged in the traffick in Slaves, contrary to the Treaty between Great Britam and Spain, of the 23d 
of September 1817, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn the said Brig, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, as taken in such 
traffick by His Majesty's Ship “Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, Esq. Commander ; and, 
moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be 
employed as servants or free labourers ; and, also, that it has been proved that, at the time of passing 
the said Sentence, 137 men, 78 women, 91 boys, and 72 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so 
decreed to be emancipated—29 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 





No. 28. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received April 9.) 


My Lorp Sterra Leone, January 5, 1829. 
z) ) Y 3 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of the 
Reign of His present Majesty, entitled “ An Act to amend and consolidate 
“the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade,” we have the honour 
to enclose a Return of all the Cases of Spanish Vessels, adjudicated in the 
British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, established here, from the 
Ist day of July 1828, to the Ist day of January 1829. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 


H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. Sc. &e. 
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No. 20. ? 
Elis Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, Scerra Leone, March 23, 1829. 


WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship, herewith, the Report 
of the Case of the Spanish Brig “ £7 dAtnirante,” captured, on the Ist Ult. 
in or about Latitude 3° 50’ North, Longitude 4° 25’ East, after a severe 
action, by the ‘* Black Joke,” Lieutenant Downes commanding, Tender to His 
Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” and having on board, previous to the Engagement, 
466 Slaves, shipped at Lagos, on the 29th of January last. She was fur- 
nished with a Passport, dated Madrid, 16th December 1825, to go from the 
Havana to St. Thomas, and vzsaed at the former Port, on the 14th of June 
1828, for a Voyage to that Island. 

This Vessel arrived here on the 7th Inst., the Slaves were not landed, (the 
Surgeon to the Court not thinking there was any absolute necessity for it, aud 
the number of those lately brought into this Harbour being so great as to 
make it very difficult to find accommodation for them, even in cases of the 
most pressing urgency); the Monition was issued on the 10th, and returned, 
certified to have been duly served, on the 18th Inst. 

The only 2 Witnesses examined in this Case, Manoel Espinosa, the Third 
Mate, and Manoel Fernandez, the Steward, swore that the Voyage began, and 
was to have ended, at the Havana, and that the Slaves were taken on board 
at Onim; and the Court condemned her, on the 20th Inst., as engaged in the 
illicit traffick, and emancipated the surviving Slaves, to the number of 416. 

Although, perhaps, not strictly within our immediate province, the circum- 
stances of this Case, (all the Officers on board “ El Almirante” having been 
killed, with the exception of the Third Mate) combine, with the extraordinary 
skill and gallantry displayed on this occasion, to induce us: to call your Lord- 
ship’s attention to the particulars of this Capture. 

The “ Almirante” had been boarded repeatedly by different Vessels of His 
Majesty’s Squadron, and, among the rest, by the “ Black Joke,” only a few 
days previous to the Engagement, so that both Vessels were perfectly well 
acquainted with each other. : 

The Spaniard was armed with. 4 9-pounders, and 10 18-pounders, and a 
crew of 80 men; the “ Black Joke,” with only 2 guns and about 40 men ; 
yet, with this astonishing disparity, she forced her Antagonist to strike, after an 
action of 2 hours, with the loss only, we are happy to say, of 1 man wounded 
(since dead) on board the Tender. 

This event furnishes, at the same time, another proof of how very neces- 
sary it is, that the powers of the Capturing Squadron should be enlarged in 
the case of Spanish Vessels, and of the determination, which is becoming 
more daring every day, to persist in these speculations, at all hazards; in fact, 
the trade is assuming .a new character, and the Vessels now employed are of 
such a class, as not only to lessen the chance of Capture by superiority of 
sailing, but also to enable them to make a very formidable resistance, in the 
event of their being boarded after the actual shipment of the Slaves; and this 
inluman traffick is, at. this moment, carrying on by the Subjects of Spain, 
to a most lamentable extent, with, we regret to be obliged to add, very great 
success, and with facilities, afforded by the want of the Additional Article 
relative to the equipment, greater even, in some respects, than existed before 
the professed abolition of it by that Power. 

The Owner of this Vessel, and the Consignee of most of the Slaves, is 
named: Joze Maurin, a resident of the Havana; and we shall be very careful 
to report every circumstance relative to the Ownership, in every future Case of 
the kind that may occur, in order that His Majesty’s Goverument may be 
enabled to make any remonstrance they may think proper to that of Spain, 
witha full knowledge of every particular. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 


a _ WM. SMITH, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. &e. Se. / 
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Enclosure in No. 29. 


Case of the Spanish Brig “ El Almirante,” condemned, on the 20th March: 
1829,2n the British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Spanish Brig “ El Almirante,” furnished with a Passport, dated Madrid, 
the 16th December 1825, to go from the Havana to St. Thomas, and visaed, at the former Ploce, on 
the 14th June 1828, for a Voyage to that Island. She was Captured, on the Ist of February last, in or 
about Latitude 3° 50’ North, Longitude 4° 25’ East, after a severe action, by the “ Black Joke,” 
Lieutenant Downes commanding, Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,’ and having on board, 
previous to the Engagement, as declared by the Third Mate of the detained Brig, 466 Slaves, taken on 
board at Lagos, on the 29th of January last. 

This Vessel arrived here on the 7th of March, the Slaves were not landed, the Surgeon to the Court 
not thinking there was any urgent necessity for it; the Monition was issued on the 10th, and 
returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 18th March. 

An Affidavit of Mr. Slade, the Prize Master, having been filed, of the death of the Master and all 
the Officers (who were killed during the action) with the exception of the Third Mate, Manoel Hspi- 
nosa; that Officer and the Steward of the Vessel, Manoel Fernandez, were the only Witnesses 
examined. They both swear “ that Andres Ynzua was the original Master of the Vessel; that he 
« died on Shore at Onim, in October last, and was succeeded by the First Mate, Damaso Forgannes, 
“ that the present Voyage began, and was to have ended, at the Havana; that Onim was the only 
« Port touched at on the Coast; that they touched there to make trade for Slaves; that resistance 
« was made at the time of Capture; that the present Cargo consists of Slaves, which were taken on 
< hoard at Onim, and that-Jozé:Maurin, of the Havana, is the principal Owner of them and of the 


© Vessel ;” and the only difference in the Testimony of these 2 Witnesses is, that the Steward swears, 


« that Jozé Maurin appointed the Master to the command about May last ;” the Third Mate declares, 
he does not know who appointed him to the command ; and, by the Evidence of the latter, it appears 
that the late Master had 4,000 dollars, in the speculation, of his own. é 
The employment in the traffick in Slaves being thus clearly established, and no Claimant appearing, 
the Court pronounce the said Brig “ El Almirante,’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, 
wares; and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, 
engayved in the traflick in Slaves, contrary to the ‘Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, of the 
23d September 1817, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn the same, as taken in 
such traffick by His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” Commodore Collier ; and, moreover, pronounce the said 
Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free 
labourers ; and also that it has been proved, that, at the time of passing this Sentence, 207 men, 
77 women; 71 boys, and 61 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,— 

11 having been killed or missing during the action, and 39 having died since Capture. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. ° 

WM. SMITH. 





No. 30. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdecn.—(Recewved Aug. 30.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, June 26, 1829. 


WE. have the honour, herewith, to enclose, for the information of your 
Lordship, the Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Panchita,” cap- 
tured, by His’ Majesty’s Ship: “ Sybille,” on the 29th of April, having on 
board a Cargo of Slaves, and bound to the Havana from the River Calabar. 

he circumstances attending’ the illicit traffick in which this Vessel was 
engaged, were of such a positive nature, that her Condemnation, and the 
emancipation of her surviving Slaves, took place, on the 24th Instant. 

In notifying to your Lordship the condemnation of this Vessel, we regret 
to add, that the Slave-trade 1s manifestly reviving, with additional activity, at 
the Gallinas, only 150 miles distant from Freetown; His Majesty’s Ship 
« Medina,” under the command of Captain Webb, an indefatigable Officer, 
having, in the Month of April last, cruized off, and in the vicinity of, that 
Place for some Weeks, and boarded 5 Vessels under the Spanish Flag, fitted 
for the Slave-trade, and lying there ready for the reception of their Slaves, 
when a favourable opportunity presented itself of shipping them without fear 
of Capture. The “ Medina,” chased 1 Vessel for 24 hours, which had Slaves 
perceptibly on board, but which, unfortunately, escaped in the Nighi. 

Since then, and only a few days ago, a report was brought to'this Colony, 
that there were a number of Vessels lving at the Gallinas, all having the 
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appearance of Slayers, and from the knowledge we have that there is no 
legitimate traffick carried on at that Port for such a number of Vessels, we 
are more than apprehensive that the report is substantially correct. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
The eh Hon. The ie of Aberdeen, K.T. WM. SMITH. 
Cc. Gs. Se. 





Enclosure in No. 30. 


Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Panchita,” Felipe Ramos, 


Master. 


THE Spanish Schooner “ Panchita,’ was furnished with a Royal Commercial Passport, dated 
Havana, the 28th October 1828, authorizing a Voyage to the Island of St. Phomas, on the Coast of 
Africa, and was captured, on the 29th April last, in Latitude 3° 58’ North, Longitude 5° 2” East, 
by His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,’ Commodore Collier, C. B., commanding, having on board a Cargo 
of Slaves, which had been shipped at Calabar, on the 25th of the same Month. She arrived here on 
the 18th May, on which day the Papers were filed, duly authenticated by the Affidavit of Mr. George 
Feltham, the Prize Master ; the Monition was then prayed for, and issued on the following day, and. 
returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 28th following. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon to the Court, 20 of the Slaves were landed immediately 
they arrived, who were labouring under disease, and, on the 29th, the Proctor for the Capters pre- 
sented a Petition to the Court, setting forth, that the remaining Slaves on board were much crowded,, 
and constantly exposed to the inclemency of the Season ; from which much sickness was likely to 
ensue among them ;—circumstances of sufficient weight to induce the Court to grant the’ prayer of 
it,—and they were accordingly landed, and delivered into the charge of the Colonial Authorities. 

The Witnesses examined in this Case were, Felipe Ramos, the Master, formerly Second Mate, 
(who had succeeded to the command on the deaths of the Original Master, Jozé Zuloaga, and First 
Mate, and Owner of the Schooner and Cargo, Jozé Duros) and Jozé Sacramento, the Doctor. They 
both swore “that the Voyage began at the Havana in November last, and was to have ended at the- 
Island of Cuba; that Calabar was the last Place sailed from; that the Slaves, to the number of 291,, 
were taken on board there ; that Jozé Duros was the Owner of them; and that they were: to have 
been delivered to the order of one “ Pablo Soler,’ of the Havana.” 

This, therefore, being a clear Case of the illicit traffick in Slaves, the Court condemned the said’ 
Schooner “ Panchita,” as good and lawful Prize, and as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty’s. 
Ship “ Sybille,’ Commodore Collier ; and emancipated the surviving Slaves to the number of 259,. 
and pronounced 292 to have been on board at the time of Capture,—33 having died between that. 
period and her adjudication, viz. 10 on her passage up, and 23 after her arrival here. 

a (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS.. 
WM. SMITH. 








No.3, } 
His Majesty's Commissioners to John Backhouse, Esq.—(Receiwed dug. 30.): 


Sir, ' Sterra Leone, July 21, 1829. 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of 
the Reign of His present Majesty, entitled ‘‘ An Act to amend and consolidate 
the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade,” we beg leave to. 
enclose a Return of all the Cases of Spanish Vessels adjudicated, in the 
British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, established here, from the: 
ist of January last to the 1st of July 1829. 

We have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
John Backhouse, Esq. WM. SMITH. 


Se. &e. &e. 
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No, 82. 
His Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Nov. 24.) 


My Lorp, (Sierra Leone, September 15, ¥829. 


WITH reference to our Despatch of the 26th of June last, covering Report 
of the Case of the Spanish Schooner ‘ Panchita,” condemned for illicitly 
trading in Slaves ; we have the honour to enclose to your Lordship, a Copy of 
a Letter from Commodore Collier, addressed to Major Ricketts, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governot of this Colony, on the subject of the sacrifice of buman life 
which occurred on board that Schooner, and whieh Commodore Collier 
attributes to the Slaves being kept on board that Vessel, after her arrival 
here, a period of 14 days ; and stating that “‘ the Case was one of so serious 
‘a nature, that he considered it his duty to represent the circumstances most 
‘fully to the Government, requesting that some measure may be adopted to 
“* prevent a recurrence.” . = 5 

Anticipating that Commodore Collier’s Despatch will be laid before your 
Lordship, and that His Majesty’s Commissioners will be called upon to 
elucidate the matter, we coneeive it our duty, immediately, to put your 
Lordship in possession of such points as appear to us to be calculated to meet 
the question ; and, in so doing, we beg to call your Lordship’s attention to 
our Report thereon; by which your Lordship will perceive that the diseased 
Slaves were, upon the recommendation of Dr. Boyle, (Copy of whose Report 
we beg to subjoin) landed immediately after the “ Panchita” came into this 
Harbour, on the 18th of May ; and the remainder, those whv were in health, 
being'in a crowded state, and likely to suffer if kept longer on board, were 
ordered to be landed on the 29th following, an elapsed period of only 11 
days. 

‘The: Liberated African Department was, when she first arrived, crowded 
wath sickly Slaves; and it appeared to His Mayjesty’s Commissioners that it 
would, by no means, have been proper to land the healthy ones from tbe 
““Pantlita,” who must have, unavordably, been associated with their sickly 
brethren. Bia . = 

The actual causeof the loss Commodore Collier complains of, arose from 
the “* Panchita” having arrived, and, of necessity, remaining in this Harbour, 
with the Officer and seamen of His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Sybille,” on board, 
daring-the period of the late epidemic fever, so destructive to all classes of 
persons then in Freetown, and not from the Slaves: for, as the diseased ones 
were landed directly, it cannot be justly maintained, that the healthy Slaves 
eceastoned the deaths of the Officer and the men. 

In ‘support of this statement, we beg to enclose to your Lordship a Copy of 
a Letter from Dr. Boyle, and a Copy of a Letter from the Assistant Super- 
intendant of Liberated Africans, in answer to a Communication we addressed. 
toreach of those ‘Gentlemen upon this subject. 

Commodore Collier appears to us to be of opinion, that directly a Slave- 
vessel arrives in this Harbour, the--Slaves are to-be instantly landed... We 
beg to state our opinion, that, altheugh Slaves may be landed pending. 
adjudication, it does not absolutely follow that they should all, immediately 
on ‘their arrival, be disembarked. Circumstances, as in the “ Panchita’s’” 
Case, often arise, which will not allow of that practice. His Majesty’s 
Government, in our humble belief, had, particularly, an view, by its provisional 
Instructions on this head, the alleviating the sufferings of the Slaves; :and-a 
portion of them, numbering therein all these who are sickly, being removed. 
from ‘a crowded Vessel, cannot fail to improve the condition of those 
renjaining; -and-the number.so -to be. landed must depend upon the 
recommeadation of the Surgeon to the Court, and the accommodation which. 
can be afforded to them on Shore. 

‘Phe delay in the Condemnation of the “ Panchita,” after the return of the: 
“« Monition,” atese from Mr. George Jackson, His Majesty’s Commissary 
Judge, having been taken ill the day before that Vessel was to have been 
adjudicated ; and the subsequent ill-state of health of Mr. Reffell, the Registrar, 
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“In conclusion, we beg to assure your Lordship, that, in carrying on the 
duties which His Majesty’s Government have confided to us, we have always 
been governed by an anxious wish to mitigate, as far as in our power, the 
sufferings of the unbappy beings brought here; and that, in accordance with 
the established practice of the Court, we pass Sentence as early as circum- 
stances, in this unhealthy Colony, will admit: so that the Officers and Seamen 
of His Majesty’s Ships may not be detained here longer, in Prizes, than 1s 
absolutely necessary. 

‘sete We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed): H. J. RICKETTS, 

. WM. SMITH. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . Ser 
&e. Se. &c. ahd. . 





First £nclosure in No. 32. 


— Commodore Collier to Lieutenant-Governor Ricketts. 
, : His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,’ . 

Sir, West Bay, Princes Island, August 22, 1829. 
- IN consequence of the serious sacrifice of human life, which occurred in the detained Spanish Slave- 
| Vessel “ Panchita,” during her detention at Sierra Leone, from the Slaves being kept so long a period 
as 14.days after her arrival, and the Case not being decided in the Mixed Commission Court, until after 
considerable delay, which prevented the Officer and Prize Crew from returning to this Ship, by His 
Majesty's Ships “ Hecla,” “Eden,” and “Champion,” which sailed during that interval (1 man 
the only survivor, coming down in His Majesty's Brig “ Plumper cae 
_. Lamost earnestly request that you will be pleased to interest yourself in obtaining the disembarka- 
tion of the Slaves now sent up in the Brazilian Schooner “ Emelia,” and all other Prizes sent up by 
the Squadron under my orders, in as short a period after their arrival as may be possible, (her Case is 
ene not at all doubtful) in order that’ their Officers and Prize Crews may be enabled to return to 

their Ships by the first opportunity that occurs. ’ 
The “ Panchita’s” Case was one of so serious a nature, that I considered it my duty to represent 
the circamstances most fully to the Government, requesting that some measures may be adopted to 


prevent ‘a recurrence, c 
5 Ia. xtoy Ont 1s tg LI have the honour to be, &c. : 
_ (Signed) F. A. COLLIER. ~ 


His Henor Major Ricketts, Liewtenant-Governor of Sierra Leone. 











~ Second Enclosure in No. 32. 


Schooner “ Panchita.” 
‘ : eo owes, % ta OER ae 


Report of Dr. Boyle, respecting: the ‘Slaves on board the Spanish Slave 


, GENTLEMEN, ledhinat fl - Freetown, Sierra Leone, May 18, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that I have this day been on board the 
‘Spanish Slave-schooner “ Panchita,’ captured by “His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,’ Commodore 
Francis’ Augustus Collier, C.B. commanding; and that there are 282 Slaves on board the detained 
Vessel, viz. 120 men, 75 women,.49 bovs, and 38 girls—9 having died since the time of Capture. 
Amongst the “ Panchita’s” peaple, about 20 cases of bowel complaint, some very bad, and a few 
eases of “ craw craw” appear; all which I beg respectfully to recommend being landed as\soon as 
possible ; and thatthe Prize Officer be permitted and instrneted to land.such others as may be after- 
wards taken ill, at his.earlvest. convenience. ay 
oy en — [have the honour to be, &c. d 
‘ Bed ; (Signed) J. BOYLE,’'Surgeon to the Courts.. 
The Hon. The Commissioners in the Courts of Mixed Commission, © os 
s Pe ee Pee eh 3 Esti a 7 a , 





oe olin Enclosure in'No. 82 
5 Dr, Boyle to Samuel Bidwell, Bog. 


; ~ Sir, yee MPO OT UID) Y2 Freetown, Sierza Leone, ‘September 14, 4829.. 
bol HAVE the honour On oi the receipt of your Letter of this day's date, containing 
of Mr. Feltham 


“enquiries into the cause of the death. r, ‘Midshipman -of His Majesty's Ship“ Sybille,” 
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and Prize Master of the Spanish Schooner “ Panchita,” and the greater part of the Prize Crew 
under that Officer's command; and desiring to know also, for the information of His Majesty's 
Commissioners, whether the alleged detention of the Slaves on board the “ Panchita,’ after her. 
arrival in this Harbour, occasioned the above fatality. anMh 

In proceeding to reply to these enquiries, I beg, in the first instance, Sir, to refer to my Report on 
the health of the Panchita’s Slaves, filed in the Office of the Registrar, and bearing date the 18th 
May 1829, wherein it will appear that I recommended the whole of the sick Slaves to be landed as 
soon as possible ; and that the Prize Officer should be permitted and instructed to land such others, 
as might be, afterwards, taken ill, at his earliest convenience :—Every provision, therefore, was made 
to prevent the evil consequences of disease on board that Vessel; but, unfortunately, she, in 
common with the other Vessels in the Harbour, was greatly exposed to the prevailing causes of the 
then raging epidemic fever, of which the Officer and men died. capany 

It is right to observe, however, that Mr. Feltham, who was the only one of the Prize Crew under 
my treatment, contracted his fever et the Victualling Office, in attendance on the Acting Agent 
Victualler: the particulars of all which are to be seen in my Official Medical Report to the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I have the honour to be, &c. ; 

Samuel Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) | J. BOYLE, Surgeon to the Courts. 





Fourth Enclosure in No. 32. | aes 


The Assistant Superintendant of Liberated Africans to His Majesty's 
: Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, . Liberated African Department, Freetown, September 12, 1829. 


IN compliance with your request, Ihave the honour to acquaint you, that, in consequence of a 
representation being made to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, of the sickly and crowded state 
of the Negroes brought into this Port in the Spanish Schooner “ La Panchita,’ in. May last, I was 
directed to take charge of the whole number on board, provided suitable accommodation could be 
prepared for their reception ; but having a few days previously received 257 Negroes from the 
“ Mensageira,’ and “ Hirondelle,’ the greater part of whom were labouring under diseases of a most 
malignant nature, I could not,. owing to the then crowded state of the Building belonging to the 
Department, and without incurring the risk of the infection spreading, receive on Shore more than 
the number reported to be sickly ; and accordingly, late in the Evening of the 18th May, 12 men, 
3 women, and 5 boys, were landed, and placed under the care of Dr. Boyle, for the benefit of 
mnedical treatment. ; : he ee 

The Premises before alluded to, having been cleared, by the removal to Kissey, of the whole of the 
sick Negroes of the “ Mensageira,’ and “ Hirondelle,” the remainder of “ La Panchita’s” Slaves, 
viz. 114 men, 75 women, 38 boys, and 35 girls, were landed, and received under the care of the 
Department, on the 30th May 1829, all of whom were at that period, in a healthy state. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. COLE. 


His Majesty's Commissioners. 





His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen—( Received Nov. 24.) 


My Lorp, . Sierra Leone, September a1, 1829. 


WE have the honour to forward, herewith, for the information of your 
Lordship, our Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner ‘ Clarita,’ Jozé 
Rodriguez, Master, captured, on the 17th day of August last, in Latitude 
0° 25’ 5” North, Longitude 8° 54’ 9” East, by His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Medina,” 
‘under the command of Captain Edward Webb, having on board 261 Slaves, 
who had been shipped, 5 days previously, in the River Bonny. — 

~ Sentence of Condemnation was passed upon her; and her surviving Slaves, 
to the number of 201, were decreed to be emancipated, on the 19th Instant. 

Three of the Slaves were in a dying state when the “ Clarita” was detained : 


and the’ small pox subsequently broke out among them, which, as usual, 


e 


_proved extremely fatal to many of them. his will account to your Lordship 
for the number that unfortunately died previous to adjudication. ° 


Precautions were taken to prevent the spread of the -small pox, among the 
Inhabitants of the Colony, by disembarking the Slaves at the Village of 
Kissey, a few mniles up this River, and lodging them in spacious premises, sur- 
a bs by high stone walls, belonging to the Liberated African Department ; 
thereby preventing communication with any other persons, than those appointed 
to attend them. sate 
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We are happy to report, that your Lordship’s suggestion to the Admiralty, 
upon the expediency of causing a Survey to be held on the Stores of a Slave- 
ship, at the moment of her detention, has, in this, the first instance, been 
complied with; Captain Webb having caused the necessary Survey to be 
held, and forwarded, with his Declaration, to the Court. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


Se. &e. &e. 








Erclosure in No. 38. 


| Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Clarita,” Jozd Rodriguez, 
Master. 


_ THE Spanish Schooner * Clarita,” commanded by Jozé Rodriguez, cleared out from the 
Havana, on the 27th of March 1829, furnished with a Royal Passport for a legitimate Voyage to the 
Island of St. Thomas, and was captured, on the 17th day of August 1829, on her return from the 
River Bonny to the Havana, in 0° 25’ 5” North Latitude, 8° 54/ 9” East Longitude, by His Majesty's 
Ship “Medina,” Edward Webb, Esq. Commander, having on board 261 Slaves, —3 of whom were 
in a dying state. 

The “Clarita” arrived in this Harbour on the Evening of the 9th of September, having lost, on 
her way up hither, by death, 35 of the Slaves. On the following Morning the Surgeon to the Court 
reported, that out of the 226 Slaves remaining on board, 63 were affected with the small pox ; he, 
therefore, recommended that “they should all be landed, and placed in the Hospital at Kissey ; 
‘and that no intercourse, whatever, should be permitted between them and the people on Shore: and, 
jn order the more effectually to prevent a spread of the disorder, with which the people are afflicted, it 
should be ascertained that the persons, who may be selected as their Attendants, have had the small- 
pox.” On the 11th, the Ship's Papers were brought into Court, duly authenticated by the Affidavit 
‘of Mr. W. Pearne, Assistant Master of His Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” and Prize Master of the 
“Clarita.” A Monition was, at the same time, prayed for, which, being granted, went forth, and 
was returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 19th. On the same day (the 11th) a Petition 
was presented to the Court to allow the Slaves to be landed, which was immediately granted ; but 
owing to the Premises at Kissey not then being in a fit state to receive them, the Colonial Govern- 
iment was obliged to delay their reception until the Morning of the 14th following. 

On the 12th, the Witnesses in the Cause were examined on the Standing Interrogatories. The 
‘Master, Jozé Rodriguez, swore “that Pablo Gonzales, a resident of the Havana, was the sole 
Owner of the “Clarita ;” that the Voyage began at the Havana, from which Port she sailed, on the 
1st of April last, and was to have ended there ; that the “ Clarita” went direct to the River Bonny, 
with a Cargo of assorted Merchandize, to buy Slaves ; that she sailed from the same River, on the 
13th of August last, with a Cargo of Slaves on board ; and that 261 Slaves were on board when she 
was detained by His Majesty's Ship “ Medina.” Jozé Paros, the Cook, confirmed the Master's 
testimony in every point ; except that he did not know who was the Owner of the Vessel. 

‘The illicit traffick in Slaves being thus unequivocally established, the Court, at its Sitting, on the 
19th September, passed Sentence of Condemnation on the Spanish Schooner “ Clarita,’ as taken in 
such illicit traffick by His Majesty's Ship “ Medina,” Edward Webb, Esq. Commander ; and decreed 

the emancipation of the surviving Slaves, to the number of 201,—60 having died between the period 
of Capture and Condemnation, viz. 35 on the Voyage up here, 14 m the Harbour previous to, and 


11 after, their being landed, es 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. | 
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' No. 34. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. _ 
(Extract.) Foreign Office, December 4, 1829. 


YOUR Despatches of this Year have been received up to the 21st of Sep- 

tember last. Dersstnl ia ‘ ; 

With reference to your Despatch of the 15th of September, on the subject 
of the landing of the Slaves, and death of the Prize Crew, on board of the 
‘Spanish Vessel the “ Paachita,” 1 feel it due to yourselves, and to the other 

Officers concerned, to state to you, that your explanation aflords satistactory 
proof, that the deplorable loss of life, which has led to this Correspondence, 
‘was not attributable to any neglect of such precaution, as the calaimttous 
circumstances of the Colony admitted, at the period in question. 


‘Lis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ! ABERDEEN. 
1 ; ‘ ais “Ne * 
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No. 35. 
Georse Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Fan. 21, 1829.)' 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, November 19, 1828. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose to your Lordship, herewith, the Report of 
the Brazilian Schooner ‘“* Voador,”’ condemned, on the 17th Instant, by the 
Lieutenant-Governor, Major Ricketts, and myself; that Gentleman having 
previously taken the Oaths in due form before Chiet J ustice Bannister, as 
His Majesty’s Acting Commissioner of Arbitration, upon succeeding to the 
Government of this Colony, in the room of Mr. Smart. 

The “ Voador” was furnished with a regular Passport from Rio de 
Janeiro, authorizing her to take Slaves on board from Cabinda and the es 
Zaire. 

In violation of this Passport, she had touched at Princes, and was cap- 
tured, while at anchor in the River Bimbia, on the 20th August last, by His 
Majesty’s Brig-of-War “ Clinker,’ Lieutenant Matson, Commander, in or 
about Latitude 3° 367 North, Longitude 9° 10/ East, and arrived here on the 
30th Ultimo. She had no Slaves on board, but was fitted up in eNGrY. respect: 
as a Slave-vessel, and had landed the greater part of her Cargo. Upon the 
principle, therefore, established by former Precedents, and approved of in the 
Earl of Dudley’s Despatch of the 31st August” 1827, (marked Portugal), 
the Court had no hesitation in declaring her to have been illegally engaged 
in the traffick of Slaves, and, upon the ground of her double violation of Pass- 
port, and being found to the North of the Equator (which was not attempted 
m any way to ‘be accounted for) in pronouncing ber Condemnation. 

‘While in the act of boarding and taking possession of the * Voador,” a: 
gun, loaded with round shot, was discharged, and the Crew, who were all. 
armed, fired subsequently several musket or pistol shots ; this was returned 
by the boarding Party, and I‘regret to have to add, that many were wounded, 
and 1 or 2 killed on both sides; among the latter was the Master of the 
Vessel. Your Lordship will perceive that, in the Replies of the only 2 Wit- 
nesses examined,—the one (Antonio Ferrare), denies that any resistance was: 
made, and attempts to explain the circumstance of the Crew being armed, by 
saying, that the Boats were supposed to belong to a Buenos Ayrean Cyereer 
—while the other (John Baptiste) swears, that resistance was made, and that 
he told the Master the Fiag in the Boat was English, but that be paid no: 
attention to it. I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&e. Se. Se. 


Enclosure in No. 35. 


Case of the SEES es Schooner * Meador? condemned). on the 17th of 
November 1828, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Com- 
MUSSTON. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Voador,” furnished with a a Pasa from Rio de’ 
Janeiro, to take ‘Slaves from the Port of Cabinda and the River Zaire, and captured, while at anchor 
in the River Bimbia, on the 20th of August 1828, by His Majesty's Brig-of-War « Clinker,” Lieu-~ 
tenant Matson, Commander, in or about Latitude 3° 36’ North, Longitude ge Ag Ase for. being. 
engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves. 


i 
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Antonio Ferrare, the Boatswain of the Vessel, on being examined on the Standing Interrogatories ,. 


deposes, that “ the present Voyage began at Rio de Janeiro, and was to have ended there ; Rio de 
Janeiro was the last clearing Port the Vessel sailed from, previous to Capture ; she touched at 
Princes Island and the Bimbia, during the present Voyage ; has heard she touched at the latter Place 
to trade for ivory, wax, and oil ; communication took place with the Natives there by their coming on 
board and receiving goods on trust, but does not know what return was to be made for such goods ; 
no resistance was made at the time of Capture, for although the Crew had taken up arms by the 
Master’s order, (because he thought the Boats coming to the Vessel were Buenos Ayrean), still they 
laid ‘there arms down when they found the Boats to be English ; 1 man alone fired his musket with- 
out any orders, which led to some men belonging to the “ Voador” beimg wounded and others 
forced to jump overboard. No Slave or Slaves have been taken on board during the present Voyage.” 
The Evidence of John Baptiste, the Cabin Cook on board, is nearly to the same effect, except 
that he swears that “resistance was made at the time of Capture, directions being given by the 
Master to the Crew to come aft and arm themselves, as he suspected the Boats approaching them 
might belong to a Buenos Ayrean Cruizer ; Witness told the Master the Flag in the Boat was Eng- 
lish, but he paid no attention to it; on the Boats boarding, the Master went below for the Papers 
of the Vessel, and, on returning on deck, enquired for the boarding Officer, shortly after which the 
Witness heard a gun fire, and saw one of the English sailors fall, when a general confusion ensued, 
some being killed, and others jumping overboard.” 
_ The fact of this Vessel being furnished with an Imperial Passport to take Slaves from Cabinda and 
the River Zaire, and of her having landed a great patt of her Cargo in the River Bimbia, establishes 
the purpose for which she was employed, and though she had no Slaves on board, yet her double 
violation of Passport, Ist in proceeding to Princes, and from thence to'the River Bimbia, coupled with 
the nature of her fitting wp, can leave no doubt of the illegality of her Voyage, of which the resist- 
ance made affords, if any were wanting, a still further confirmation. 
No Claimant appears in this Case, and the ‘Court, therefore, pronounces the said Schooner 
« Voador,” her Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and the ‘Goods, Wares, and Merchandize laden 
therein, to have been, at tie time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traffick 
in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable ‘to confiscation ; and condemn the said Schooner, her Tackle, 
Apparel, and Furniture, and ‘the Goods, Wares, and Merchandize laden therein, as taken im such illicit 
traflick by His Majesty's Gun Brig “ Clinker,’ Lieutenant George William Matson, Commander. 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H.J. RICKETTS. 





No. 36. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.i— 
(Received January 21, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, November 19, 1828. 
I WAS about informing your Lordship of the arrival of M. Joseph de 


Paiva in this Colony, and transmitting, for the information of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government, the enclosed Copy of a Paper, purporting to bea Protest 
made by him, in the name and on ‘the behalf of His Imperial Majesty The 
Emperor of the Brazils, ‘ against all and whatsoever the Court of British 
and Brazilian Mixed’ Commission may do, or cause to be done, in respect to 
the Vessels and Property of the Subjects of His said Imperial Majesty,” when 
1 had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatches of the 22d and. 
25th of September last, on the subject of that Gentleman. 

-M. Joseph de Paiva arrived here from Jersey towards the end of last Month,. 
and exhibited, I was informed, the Copy of a Letter to Viscount d’Ttabayana, 
signed by the Earl of Dudley, under date of the 22d of April, stating, that 
there was no objection, on the part of His Majesty’s Government, to his 
Appointment as Vice-Consul, together with a Commission, nominating him 
to that Office, furnished by the Brazilian Consul-General in London. 

Immediately on his arrival bere, M. de Paiva addressed a Letter to the 
Registrar, requesting a List of all Vessels adjudicated under the Treaty be- 
tween His Majesty and The Emperor of the Brazils. This Letter he signed 
as Vice-Consul, and designated himself as “ the Representative of His Im- 
perial Majesty The Emperor of the Brazils.” 


Having received no official intimation whatever of the Appointment of 


M. de Paiva to any‘Office in this Colony, and considering that, at all events, 
no Consular Appointment (even if it did exist) could give him any right or 
authority to interfere in any way whatever with the proceedings of the Court,; 
I directed Mr. Reffell to acquaint that Gentleman, that his application could 
not be complied with; and I heard nothing more on the subject, till the 
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abovementioned Protest was delivered at the Registrar's Office. I then 
thought it advisable to enquire, officially, of the Lieutenant-Governor, whether 
M. de Paiva was recognized by him in the character he assumed ; but, before 
I could do so, your Lordship’s Despatches came to hand, and I have conse~ 
quently deemed such a step unnecessary. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Se. &c. &e. 





Enclosure in No. 36. 


Declaration and Protest of M. de Paiva, Brazilian Commssary-Judge. 


November 10, 1828. 


BY this Publick Instrument of Declaration and Protest, be it known and made manifest unto 
all whom it may concern, “ that, on the 10th day of November, in the Year of our Lord 1828, at Free- 
town, in the Colony of Sierra Leone, on the Western Coast of Africa, personally came and appeared 
before me, William Henry Savage, Notary Publick, by authority of Parliament, duly admitted, 
sworn, and registered in the High Court of Chancery in England, and of practice in the aforesaid 
Colony, Joze de Paiva, Esq., Vice-Consul, resident in the aforesaid Colony, on behalf of His 
Imperial Majesty The Emperor of the Brazils ; who did declare, intimate, and say, that having, in 
regard to his aforesaid Office of Vice-Consul, the sole and lawfully constituted authority on behalf of 
His said Imperial Majesty and the Brazilian Nation, the right and just pretence to do and act on 
behalf of His said Imperial Majesty, and the interests of the Subjects of His Kingdom, all and what- 
soever may by him the said Joze de Paiva be deemed necessary and fitting, to advance and protect the 
same within the aforesaid Colony; and he, the said Joze de Paiva, having duly intimated, according to 
usage, his Appointment, as Vice-Consul on behalf of His said Imperial Majesty. to the Acting Governor 
of the said Colony, and thereupon received and obtained the full concurrcnce and sanction of the said 
Acting Governor to proceed in the execution of the several duties of the said Office of Vice-Consul : 
He, the said Joze de Paiva, proceeds, therefore, to declare, intimate, protest, and say, that he has this 
day seen exhibited a Monition, bearing date the th day of November 1828, purporting to have been 
issued from the Court of the Mixed Commission established in the aforesaid Colony, under the 
Treaties and Conventions relative to the Slave-trade, in the names of George Jackson, Esq. His 
Britannick Majesty's Commissary Judge, and Samuel Smart, Esq. His Britaunick Majesty's Com- 
missioner of Arbitration, and who therein are declared, also, to be acting in the absence of Commis- 
sioners from His Imperial Majesty ‘The Emperor of the Brazils, and that thereupon, and in such 
character, and in those several behalfs, by the said Monition, they have thought fit to monish and 
cite, to appear at a certain time and place, all person or persons who have, or pretend to have, any 
right, title, or interest, in a certain Vessel, called the “ Voador,” which, under the Brazilian Flag, 
now lies at anchor in the Harbour of the aforesaid Colony, having been captured by His Britannick 
Majesty's Brig of War “ Clinker,” whereof Gecrge William Matson, Esq. was Commander. And, 
fer as much as by the said Monition and official Document, it is therefore become publickly notorious 
that his said Britannick Majesty’s Commissioners of the said Mixed Commission Court, within the 
aforesaid Colony established, have thought fit, and do think fit to have, use, exercise and perform, 
all the functions and duties which, by the several Treaties and Conventions heretofore entered into 
between the respective Sovereigns of Great Britain and Portugal, and also between His Imperial 
Majesty The Emperor of the Brazils and his said Britannick Majesty, ought only to be done and 
performed by a Court of Mixed Commission, wherein the Commissioners for both the t.igh Con- 
tracting Powers being present, should open and form, and therefore, as a primary proceeding, 
preside ; and have thereupon constituted a part of the said Mixed Commission Court under the 
denomination of the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission. And inasmuch as in the 
2d Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Commissions, which, in the Additional Convention 
to the Treaty of the 22d day of Januery 1815, signed at London, the 28th day of July 1817, are 
stipulated to be observed by the Mixed Coumissions, which are to reside on the Coast of Africa and 
in the Brazils, it is clearly and absolutely stipulated and provided, that each of the ‘lwo High Con- 
tracting Powers to the Additional Convention, should name a Commissary Judge and a Commissioner 
of Arbitration to compose the said Court. And further, in the 14th Article of the said Regulations, 
the said Powers have made manifest their intentions respecting the mode whereby vacancies in the 
case of the death of those Commissioners who should be thereto appointed, as well on behalf of 
Portugal as Great Britain. And also, in the 2d Article of the Additional Articles ‘o the Convention 
between Great Britain and Portugal, relative to the Slave-trade, dated the 15th day of March 1823, 
provision is therein made to supply the vacancy or vacancies which may arise also in the event of the 
recal, or of the absence, on account of illness, or any other unavoidable cause, or in the case of their 


absence, in consequence of leave from their Government, as regarded only the Cummissioners of 


Portugal ; and which said Stipulations, together with other the Treaties and Conventions relative to 
the Slave-trade, have all and severally, by the 3d Article of the Convention between His Britanniek 
Majesty and His Imperial Majesty, for the abolition of the African Slave-trade, signed at Rio de 
Janeiro, and dated November 25, 1826, been recognized as part of the said Convention, and to be 
applied mutatis mucandis to the said High Contracting Parties, and their Subjects, as effectually as if 
they were recited word for word therein. And as in the 4th Article of the said Convention, the said 
High Contracting Parties did further agree to appoint forthwith Mixed Commissions after the form of 
those heretofore established by Great Britain and Portugal. Thereiore, he, the said Joze de Paiva, 
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well knowing, and having been officially informed by His Imperial Majesty's Government, that 
measures have been taken, on the part of His Imperial Majesty, to appoint a Commissary-Judge, 
and a Commissioner of Arbitration, to compose, with the British Commissioners, the said intended 
British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission, who alone, according to the aforesaid recited 
Stipulations, were, and are, empowered to constitute the said British and Brazilian Court of Mixed 
Commission, to be established on the Coast of Africa ; doth hereby solemnly protest, in the name and 
on the behalf of His Imperial Majesty The Emperor of the Brazils, against all and whatsoever the 
said Court of Mixed Commission, until the arrival of the Commissioners of His said Imperial Majesty, 
in the said Colony, and they have duly assumed their functions, may do, or cause to be done, in and 
about the hearing of Causes, passing of Sentence, and Judgment, or Adjudication of, and relative to, 
and concerning, the Ships, Vessels, and Property of the Subjects of His said Imperial Majesty. 

Whereupon, I, the said Notary, at the request of the said Vice-Consul, do hereby solemnly, and 
by these presents, make known the said Protest, and have caused this Official Copy of the same to 
be duly extracted from my Book of Registry, and the same to be delivered at the Office of the 
Registrar of the said Mixed Commissions, for the information of all whom it may concern. And 
further, have caused the said Joze de Paiva to sign the same in my presence. Upon which I have 
granted this act, under my Hand and Seal Notarial, to avail for all purposes intended. 

in testimoniwm veritatis, 
(Signed) W. H. SAVAGE, N. P. 
JOZE DE PAIVA. 





No. 37. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Bart of Aberdeen.—( Received Jan. 21,-1829.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, November 21, 1828. 


| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch, of the 25th of September last, with its Enclosures, communicating 
‘the Appointment of M. Joseph de Paiva to be Commissary Judge, on the part 
of The Emperor of Brazil, to the Mixed British and Brazilian Commission 
at Sierra Leone, and further, that such Commission, being found in due and 
proper form, M. de Paiva is entitled to enter upon the execution of the Office 
to which he is appointed. Whenever, therefore, that Gentleman shall 
present his Commission to the Court, and shall have taken the prescribed 
Oath, I shall not hesitate to recognize him as Commissary Judge on the part 
of The Emperor of Brazil, and shall make it my study, in the prosecution of 
our respective duties, to proceed in that spirit of conciliation and harmony, 
which is consistent with the friendship and good understanding so happily 
subsisting between the two Governments, > 
Should M. de Paiva, however, on entering on his functions, attempt to give 
any more formal character to the Protest, a Copy of which I had the honour 
to enclose in my last Despatch, or to found avy further proceeding upon it, I 
shall consider it my duty to contest his right to give it a retrospective opera- 
tion, and shall not fail to remind him, with reference to the circumstance of 
there having been no Commissioner present, on the part of The Emperor 
‘of Brazil at the adjudication of the Vessels in question, —which your Lordship 
~will perceive is the principal ground of Protest taken by M. de Paiva,—that, 
by the 8th Article of the Convention,of the 28th of July 1817, with Por- 
tugal, and, subsequently, by that of 23d November 1826, with Brazil, (the 
Stipulations of the one being to be applied mutatis mutandis to the other), 
the High Contracting Parties were bound, within the space of a Year, at 
farthest, from the exchange of the Ratifications, to establish the Mixed Com- 
“mission in question, and that, therefore, if the Government of. Brazil failed, 
an its part, to do so, it had no one to blame but itself, and that, at the end 
of that period, the Case, contemplated and provided for by the 14th Article 
- of the Regulations, arose, by which, as amended by the Additional Articles, 
‘gioned at Lisbon, March 15th 1823, it was agreed that, in case of the absence 
“of the Portuguese Commissioners, the remaining Individuals of the Com- 
inission shall be equally authorized to proceed in the judgment of such Slave~ 
ships as may be brought before them, and to the execution of their Sentence ; 
‘and that in case the Vacancy of each of the Portuguese Commissioners, 
residing in the British Possessions, be not supplied at the end of 6 Months, 
the Vessels, which are taken there to be judged, after the expiration of that 
Kk 
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time, shall ne longer have the right of appeal to the Commission resident in 
the Brazils. 

I have not as yet received any Communication upon the subject from 
M. de Paiva, and J have reason to believe that no Letters have reached him 
by the Vessels lately arrived at this Port. oe a 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&e. &c. &c. 








No. 38. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Jan. 21, 1829.) 


My Lorp, _ —— Sterra Leone, November 27, 1828. 


I HAVE the honour to forward-to your Lordship, herewith, the Report 
ot the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Santa Effigenia,” captured, by His 
Majesty’s Ship “* North Star,” on the 17th of October last, in or about Lati- 
tude 5° 357 North, Longitude 3° 10/ East, with 218 Slaves on board. 

The “ Santa Efigenia,” arrived here on the 17th Instant, and the proofin 
her Case was so conclusive and unequivocal,—(the Master, so far from setting 
up any Claim, distinctly admitting that the Slaves were shipped at Bada- 
ery) ;—that the Licutenant-Governor and myself, when theCourt met Yester- 
day, proceeded at once to the condemnation of the Vessel, and the emancipa- 
tion of the Slaves, of whom, I am happy to say, 1 only, who is stated 
already to have been dangerously ill at the time of Capture, had died during 
the passage ; a circumstance to which Iam the more desirous to draw your 
Lordship’s attention, both as an act of justice to the Officer in charge, 
Mr. Stone, to whose strict observance of cleanliness in the Vessel and amongst 
the people, as reported to the Court by Dr. Boyle, it is mainly attributable, 
and as a proof that the Voyage is not so much the cause of that extensive 
sickness and mortality amongst the Slaves, which it bas been my painful 
duty lately to notice, as a want of proper care and precaution on the part of 
the Prize Master. I have the honour to be, &c. 0 


(Signed ) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Sc. &e. Se. 


Enclosure in No. 38. 


Case of the Brazilian Schooner “Santa Effigenia,” condemned, on the 26th 
of November 1828, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Com- 
MISSION. 


THIS is the Case of the “Santa Effigenia,’ captured, by His Majesty's Ship “ North Star,” Sep- 
timius Arabin, Esq., Commander, on the 17th of October 1828, in or about Latitude 5° 35’ North, 
Longitude 3° 10’ East, with 218 Slaves, which both the Witnesses examined swear were taken on 
board at Badagry. 

‘Matthias Baptista de Carvalho, the Master, on examination on the Standing Interrogatories, de- 
poses, “ that the Vessel was furnished with an Imperial Passport to take Slaves from Ambrize, but 
that it was taken out of her by a piratical Vessel, which he met with at Badagry ; that Badagry was 
the last Place the Vessel sailed from previous to Capture, and that she went there to land her Cargo, 
which consisted of powder, aquadente, tobacco, and cloth; and that he there found a Letter from 
his Owner, directing him to take a Cargo of Slaves on board from thence, which he accordingly did ; 
and that 218 altogether were received on board.” . 

The other Witness, Manoel Jozé Machado, scaman of the Vessel, on being examined on the 
same Interrogatories, distinctly corroborates the above Evidence. : 

The fact of this Vessel having been engaged in the Slave-trade to the North of the Line, being 
thus clearly admitted, and no Claimant appearing, the Court pronounces the said Schooner “ Santa 
Effigenia,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize laden 
therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thercof, engaged in the illicit traffick 
in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn the said Schooner, her tackle, 
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spear! and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize laden therein, as taken in such illicit 
raffick by His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ North Star,” Septimius Arabin, Esq., Captain ; and, moreover, pro- 
nounce the said Slayes, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as 
servants or free labourers ; and, also, that it has been proved that, at the time of passing the said 
Sentence, 107 men, 32 women, 61 boys, and 17 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed 
to be emancipated,—1 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 


(Signed) GEO: JACKSON: 
H. J. RICKETT 





4 r) at = 
No. 39. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Feb. 7, 1829 ) 


My Lorp, ieee Sierra Leone, December 10, 1828. 
THE Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Zepherina,” the Report of which I 


have this day the honour to transmit, is, in itself, so plain, that it is unne- 
cessary for me to trouble your Lordship with any observation respecting it. 
She was captured, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” in about 5° 50/ North 
Latitude, 3° 37/ East Longitude, having on board 218 Slaves; arrived here 
on the 28th Ultimo, and was Yesterday condemned by the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor and myself; but there are three circumstances connected with this 
Case, which I should not omit to mention to your Lordship; namely,—the 
continued irregularity of the Passport, granted to this Vessel, allowing her to 
take Costa da Mina, St. Thomas’ and Princes’ Islands in her way to Cabinda;— 
the fact that she had been previously boarded, on the 7th of August, 100 miles 
North West of Princes’ Island, by His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” and 
allowed to pass unmolested ;—and the statement, that the “ Black Joke,” 
Tender, joined in the chase, and was in company with the “ Primrose” at the 
time of Capture, as appears, as well by an incidental passage in an Affidavit 
made on the part of the Captor, to account for the absence of one of the 
Witnesses, as by a Letter from Captain Griffinhoote, which was tendered to 
the Court in Evidence, but rejected by them on the ground of informality. 
; I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


The Right Hon, The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
aa SO SEM Be sk Sc. ‘ 





Enclosure in No. 59. 


Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Zepherina,” condemned, on the 9th of De- 
cember 1828, in the British and Brazilian Court of Miaed Commssion. 


‘THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Zepherina,’ furnished with an Imperial Passport, dated 
Bahia, the 2d of May 1828, authorizing her to proceed for a Cargo of Slaves to Cabinda, ‘* by Costa 
da Mina, St. Thomas’ and Princes’ Islands.” She was captured, on the 14th of September last, in 


‘or about Latitude 5° 50’ North, Longitude 3° 37’ East, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,’ Thomas 


Saville Griffenhooffe, Esq. Commander, having on board 218 Slaves, said to have been shipped at 
Ajuda the day previous. 

‘The only 2 Witnesses in this Case are Joze Paraizo, Cook to the Crew, and Juan Antonio Fran- 
cisco Tinto, Cook for the Slaves, on board this Vessel, an Affidavit having been filed on the part of 
the Captor, to account for the absence of the only European Witness on board, who had absconded 
during a short stay which the Captor had been obliged to make at St. Thomas’, for the purpose of 
obtaining a supply of water. On their examination some slight contradiction appears in their ‘Tes- 
timony, but it is not material, nor such as to invalidate the general accuracy of their depositions, and 
they both swear distinctly that “ the Slaves were taken on board at Ajuda, at which Place the Vessel 
landed her outward bound Cargo.” - 

The fact of this Vessel having been engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves being thus clearly established, - 
the Court feel it unnecessary, in this Case, with reference to the permission to touch at Places to tie 
North of the Line, to do more than notice this continued pregularity ; and, no Claimant appearing, 
pronounce the said Schooner “ Zepherina,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, 
and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged 
in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; aud conden the said 
Schooner, her tackle, apparel and furniture, and the goods, wares, and meichandize, laden therein, 
as taken in such illicit tiafick by His Majesty s Ship of War “ Primrose,” Thomas Saville 
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Griffenhooffe, Esq. Commander, and, moreover, pronounce the ‘said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be 
emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; and, also, that it has 
been proved that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 64 men, 57 women, 21 boys, and 11 
girls, compose the whole of the Siaves so decreed to be emancipated,—65 having died between the 
period of Capture and Adjudication. bl i wr eats ere the ane 

‘The Court think it proper to add, that a Petition has been this day, (9th of December) presented 
from the Captot’s Proctor, to admit of an Affidavit being filed, from Kenneth Macaulay, together with 
a Letter from Captain Griffinhootte, thereunto annexed, stating that the “ Black Joke,’ Tender to His 
Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” joined in the chase, and was in company with the “ Primrose’ at the Cap- 
ture of the “ Zepherina.” The Court are of opinion that this Petition would have more properly 
come from the Commander of the “ Black Joke,” but, at all events, inasmuch as the Captor closed 
his Case, and petitioned for a day of trial, on the Sth Instant, they consider it inadmissible. 


(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H. J, RICKETTS. 








No. 40. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Feb. 7. 1829.) 


(Extract.) Sterra Leone, December 17, 1828. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, herewith, the Report of the Case of the 
Brazilian Schooner ‘* Penha da Franca.” She was furnished with an Im- 
perial Passport, declaring her to be bound from Bahia to Ambrize, for a 
Cargo of Slaves, ‘with intention to call at Guinea Coast, St. Thomas’, and 
Princes’ Islands,” and was captured, on the 3d of October last, by His Ma- 
jesty’s Ship ‘* Medina,” to the North of the Line, having 184 Siaves on board. 

A Claim was made for this Vessel on behalf of the Owner, on the ground 
that these Slaves were shipped at Ambrize, and that the Vessel had been 
driven to the North by adverse winds. A Paper, however, was found on 
board, which, in addition to other Evidence, clearly proved that the Slaves 
had been taken at Lagos, and, a Court being held Yesterday, the Lieutenant- 
Governor and myself had no difficulty in pronouncing her condemnation, 

In the Affidavit made by the Claimant, one of the points, which he adduces 
in support of his Claim, is, “ that the Commander of the Capturing Ship 
did not give, or cause to be given, unto him, any Certificate, as enjoined by 
the Treaty or Convention, on making the said Capture,” and it is to this 
that the observation, by which the Sentence is preceded, applies. No men- 
tion whatever was made of it, however, by the Proctor on either side. 


a (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


Se. Si Ce Se. 


Enclosure in No. 40. 


‘Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Penha da Franga,” condemned, on the 
161h of December 1828, in the British and Brazihan Court of Mixed 
Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Penha da Franga,” furnished with an Imperial 
Passport, dated Bahia, 21st July 1828, declaring her to be bound to Ambrize, for a Cargo of Slaves,. 
' « with intention to call at Guinea Coast, St. Thomas and Princes Islands.” She was detained, by 
fis Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, Esq., Commander, on the 3d of October 
1828, being in or about Latitude 0° 46’ North, Longitude 5° 30’ East, with 184 Slaves on board, 
said to have been shipped at Ambrize on the 21st September last. 

Jozé Ferreira da Maia, the Master, Jozé Luiz, the Cook, and Joaquim, a Cabin Boy of the 
Vessel, in answer to the Standing Interrogatories, depose, “that the present Voyage began at Babia, 
and was to have ended there ; that Ambrize was the last Port the Vessel sailed from previous to 
Capture, and that the cause of her being found to the North of the Line, was, the head winds and 
strong currents setting her to the Northward.” _ 

A Claim has been filed for this Vesscl, her tackle, apparel, furniture, and Slaves, as the sole 
“property of Vicente Ferreira de Maia, supported by an Affidavit of the Master, in which he again 
“swears “ that the Slaves were lawfully shipped and taken on board to the South of the Line,” and 
t! “he Schooner had been 13 days at Sea when captured. 
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On behalf of the Captor, an Affidavit is filed of William Edwin, a resident of Gloucester Town, ea She 





and Constable for that Place, and George Davis, a resident of Charlotte Town, and Constable for i, ie a 
that Place, who swear “that they are both Natives of a Country called Accoo, situate near the e es ; it; 
River Lagos ; that they have seen and conversed with the Slaves of the “ Penha da Franga,” and oh ; 
that nearly all the said Slaves are of the same Nation as Deponents.”’ ; 

It is superfluous to dwell on this Evidence, or to follow the Witnesses, on the part of the arte ae 
Claimant, through the tissue of perjury and prevarication, by which they have attempted to mislead Aspects 
the Court ; equally so is it, except for the purpose of reprehension, to advert to the implied permission etree , 
in this Vessel’s Passport, to call at Guinea Coast, St. ‘Thomas’ and Princes ; for, among the Papers Peg ae: 
found on board this. Vessel, and filed in this Cause by the Captor, is, a Receipt, signed by Joao da * i 
Matta Primeiro, in which the Writer acknowledges to have received from Thomas da Sa. Rocha, the Cee es +5 
Ist Pilot of the “ Penha da Franca,” (and whose name appears as such in the List of Crew, also on pans ee 
file,) certain articles on account of another Individual. This Paper is dated Lagos, 16th September a ay 
1828, 4 or 5 days only previous to the time when the Slaves were sworn to have been shipped, ee ee 
several degrees to the South of the Line, and the very Spot to which, according to the Testimony of sive 
Edwin and Davis, they belong. 
_ Of the fact of the illegal traffick of this Vessel, then, there can be no doubt; the only ques- War 
tion, therefore, that remains to be considered is, that contained in the Affidavit of the Claimant, that Pyke eee 
« the Commander of the Capturing Ship did not give, or cause to be given, unto this Deponent, any Cer- be 29 
tificate, as enjoined by the Treaty or Convention, on making the said Capture.” This objection is ” ti 
answered by the Sentence of the Court in the Case of the “ Principe de Guiné ;” the principle there ; na ne 
Jaid down is, that “ though the Government might be answerable for losses occasioned by deviation, wkd 
yet it was not intended that the Capture should be invalidated by every departure from the Instruc- 
tions ;” leaving, therefore, the Claimant to make what application he may think proper in this Case, 
the Court pronounce the said Schooner “ Penha da Franca,’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the goods, wares, and merchandize laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Af 
Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit trafick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confis- uy etic: 
| cation ; and condemn the said Schooner, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, é 
| and merchandize laden therein, as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty’s Ship of War 

“Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, Esq., Commander ; and, moreover, pronounce the said. wae ae 

‘Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free rat a 
Jabourers ; and also that it has been proved that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 50 men, ioe 
57 women, 25 boys, and 37 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated, © BY a 
15 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. ‘ A se <aes 
; - (Signed) GEO. JACKSON. . pee mos 
H. J. RICKETTS. Sn = 
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No. 41. 








George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Feb. 7, 1829.) ie th ae 
| (Extract.) | Sierra Leone, December 20, 1828. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, in this Despatch, 
the Report of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Arcenia.” She was 
| captured, on the 30th October, in the River Camaroons, with 448 Slaves on 
board, by the Schooner “Little Bear,” Tender to His Majesty’s Ship 
“North Star,” and condemned Yesterday by the Lieutenant-Governor and 
myself, be aw 

. ok the particulars of this Capture, as connected with that of the 
) “ Estrella do Mar,” the account of which your Lordship will find in my 
‘next Despatch, I beg leave to refer you to the Report itself; but I am 
-anxious to call the particular attention of His Majesty’s Government to the 
‘practice therein disclosed, of dating Papers from the Slave-haunts to the 
| ‘South of the Line, such as Cabinda and Molembo, for the purpose of making 
| it appear, in case of the detention of any Vessel, that the Slaves, she may have 
on board, were shipped from Places where the Slave-trade is yet permitted. | 
| Lam sorry to be obliged to point out to your Lordship, before closing my 
i 





Report of the Case, the lamentable mortality, which has occurred on board 


‘this Vessel, and the “ Estrella do Mar,” to which a part of the 448 Slaves 
were transhipped by Captain Arabin, on their arrival at Fernando Po,—no 
‘Jess than 179 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication, — 

| | detest NCR (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. — 

) PRT chor! oa Te aad 
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Enclosure in No. 41. 


Case of the Brazxihan Schooner ‘“ Arcenia,’ condemned, on the 19th o 
December 1828, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Com- 
MsStON. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Arcenia,’ furnished with an Imperial Passport, 
dated Rio de Janeiro, the 11th of June 1828, authorizing her to proceed to the Port of Molembo for 
a Cargo of Slaves, “ touching at the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas.” In this, and the other late 
Brazilian Cases before the Court, a slight variation is observable in the wording of this permission, 
but, in effect, they are the same, and being so many direct violations of the spirit of the Engagements 
existing between His Britannick Majesty and The Emperor of Brazil, equally subject any Vessel 
sailing with such a Passport to Condemnation. 

The ‘4rcenia’” was captured, on the 30th of October, in the River Camaroons, in or about 
Latitude 3° 50’ North, Longitude 9° 30/ East, by the Schooner “ Little Bear,’ manned with a 
detachment of Officers and men from His Majesty's Ship “ North Star,’ having on board 448 
Slaves, said to have been shipped in the River Camaroons on the same day. 

Two Witnesses are examined in this Case, both on Standing and Special Interrogatories ; but 3 
Affidavits that have been filed in the Cause, supersede the necessity of going through them. The 2 first 
are made by Lieutenant Cory, commanding the “ Little Bear,” and Mr. Edward Bunbury Nott, Admi- 
ralty Mate of His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,’ and the third by Victor Barreda, Supercargo of the 
« Estrella do Mar.” Mr. Cory deposes, that, being in the River Camaroons, on the 30th day of 
October last, Deponent sent Mr. Edward Bunbury Nott on board the said Schooner “ Arcenia,’ to 
search the said Vessel, Deponent suspecting the said Vessel was engaged in the said traflick ; 
that, during the search of the said Schooner, this Deponent observed several Canoes with Slaves pro- 
ceeding from the Shore on board the said Schooner “ Arcenia ;” that shortly after, the Boat in which 
Mr. Edward Bunbury Nott had proceeded on board the said Schooner “ 4rcenia,’ returned to this 
Deponent, stating that a number of Slaves had just been embarked on board the said Schooner, and 
requesting instructions from this Deponent, the said Mr. Edward Bunbury Nott not being eligible 
to make a Seizure, from the circumstance of his not being a Commissioned Officer ; that this Depo- 
nent proceeded on board the said Vessel, and having found her with a Cargo of Slaves, immediately 
detained her for adjudication. Mr. Nott swears, “ that he was in the River Camaroons on the 30th 
day of October last, on board His Majesty’s Schooner “ Little Bear,’ Tender to His Majesty's Ship. 
« North Star ;” that Deponent, having received an order from Lieutenant Nicholas Cory, the Com- 
mander of the said Tender, to proceed on board the .said Schooner “ Arcenia,’ to search the said 
Vessel, Deponent proceeded on board said Schooner, in compliance with the aforesaid order ; that, 


“during the act of search, Deponent perceived several Canoes, filled with Natives, approaching the 


said Schooner ; that on the said Canoes coming alongside, Deponent perceived they were Canoes full 
of Slaves, pulled and navigated by Natives from the Shore; that in one of the said Canoes Deponent 
perceived 4 of the Crew of the said Schooner “ Arcenia ;” that the said Slaves were received on board 
the said Schooner by the Crew of the “ Arcenia” assisting them up the sides of the Vessel; that 
Deponent having received no instructions to detain the said Vessel, and being incapable, from his not 
being a Commissioned Officer, of doing so himself, dispatched the 'Tender’s Boat to Lieutenant Ni- 
cholas Cory, the Commanding Officer, informing him of the same, and requesting his further orders ;. 
that, in consequence thereof, the said Lieutenant Nicholas Cory immediately detaimed the said 
Schooner “ Arcenia” for adjudication. 

Victor Barreda, the Supercargo of the Brazilian Schooner “ Estrella do Mar,’ deposes, on oath; that 
he was on board His Majesty's Schooner “ Little Bear,’ Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” 
under the command of Lieutenant Nicholas Cory, on the 30th of October last ; that on the said day 
the said Lieutenant dispatched Mr. Edward Bunbury Nott, Admiralty Mate of His Majesty's Ship 
« North Star,” on board the said Schooner “ Arcenia,’ for the purpose of ascertaining if the said 
Vessel had any Slaves on board or not ; that, during the search of the said Mr. Edward Bunbury 
Nott, this Deponent observed and saw various Canoes loaded with Slaves, proceeding from the Shore 
on board the said Schooner “ 4rcenia,’ in charge of the Natives from the Shore. 

The proof of illicit traffick in this Case is thus clearly established, on the above Evidence of 2 
British Officers, corroborated by the Affidavit of Victor Barreda, the Supercargo of the “ Estrella do 
Mar,” and is so conclusive, that it is unnecessary to go into any other ; but the Court feel themselves 
ealled upon to notice, in the most pointed manner, one of the Letters found on board this Vessel, 
signed Vicente Ferrara Ribello, and addressed to the Master, in which it is stated in a Postscript, that 
an Enclosure, which the Writer sends, is “ purposely” dated “ Cabinda,’ ‘‘ in order to be a good Docu- 
ment.” This disclosure tends but to confirm the system of deception to which Parties engaged in this 
traffick have recouise, in order to cloak their illegal proceedings, and to mislead the-Court, and proves 
how impossible it is to place any reliance whatever on their statements. 

No Claim is attempted to be made for this Vessel, which presents itself, moreover, with the usual, 
suspicious circumstance—of irregularity of Passport ; the Court, therefore, have no hesitation in pra- 
nouncing the said Schooner “ Arcenia,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and 
merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged in 
the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn the said 
Schooner, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, as 
taken in such illicit traflick by His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” Septimius Arab, Esq. Captain ;, 
and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from Slavery, and 
to be employed as servants or free labourers; and also, that it has been proved that, at the time of 
passing the said Sentence, 93 men, 46 women, 75 boys, and 55 girls, compose the whole of the Slaxes, 
so deciced to be emancipated,—179 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 

(Signed) GEO: JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 
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No. 42. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Feb. 7, 1829.) 


My Lorp, ;' Sierra Leone, Deeember 20, 1828. 


The “ Estrella do Mar,” the Report of which Case accompanies this Des- 
patch, is closely assimilated to that of the “ drcenia,” except that the Slaves 
were not actually found on board at the moment of Seizure. She was cap- 
tured in the Cameroons, by the “ Little Bear,” Tender to the “ North Star,” 
just before her companion; and an attempt was made to shew that she bad 
gone there only for the purpose of repairs. This was proved to be false; the 
Master, in his Evidence, contradicted himself, and, no doubt existing on the 
mind of the Court as to her real intentions, the Lieutenant-Governor and 
myself passed Sentence of Condemnation upon her Yesterday. . 

A Claim had been made for this Vessel, as stated in the Report, and Mr. 
Savage appeared in support of it; but, after the Case for the Captor was 
closed, he declined attempting any defence, but, taking advantage of what 
had fallen from the Court on the subject of the irregularity of the Passports, 
he observed, that if such was the decision of the Court respecting them, it 
would be useless in him to urge any thing he might otherwise have to say ;— 
that the Captains of these Ships took the Passports as they were given to 
them, and, in so doing, considered themselves secure in virtue of the 5th 
Article of the Instructions ; and he ended by praying the Court, if the Vessels 
were condemned on the ground of this irregularity, that it should be so 
recorded in their Sentence. 

_ The object of Mr. Savage, in making these observations, being evident, the 
Court thought it right to remark that, to entitle a Vessel to the protection of 
‘this 5th Article, it was, in the first place, necessary that she should be fur- 
nished with a “‘ regudar” Passport; that so tar from the Documents in ques- 


tion coming under that description, it was only necessary to see them to be 


satisfied that they were obtained in blank by the Parties themselves, who, 
subsequently, filled them ias-best suited their purpose: and that, by insert- 
‘ing the names of Places prohibited by the body of the Passport, they, in fact, 


vitiated the Document itself; and that the request he had made, was unne- 


cessary, because though almost every Case had been marked by the same 
irregularity, and bad, of course, been commented upon by the Court, yet, in 
no instance had their Decree rested on that circumstance alone; in no one 
Case had Condemnation ensued, where the illicit trafiick had not, otherwise, 


_been satisfactorily proved. I have the honour to be, &e. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


§e. Sec. &c. 





Enclosure in No. 42. 


Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Estrella do Mar,” condemned, on the 19th 
of December 1828, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Com- 
mtssiON. 


_ 'THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Estretla do Mar,” furnished with an Imperial Pass- 
port, dated at Rio de Janeiro, the 22d of May 1828, authorizing her to proceed to Cabinda, for a 
Cargo of Slaves, “ touching at the Island of Princes,’ but, having none on board. She was cap- 
tured, on the 30th of October last, by the Schooner “ Little Bear,’ with a detachment of Officers 
and men from His Majesty's Ship “ North Star,” in the River Cameroons, in or about Latitude 
3° 50’ North, Longitude 9° 30’ Kast. 

Joao Antonio da Silva, the Master, and Victor Barreda, the Supercargo, on their I’xamination on the 
Standing Interrogatories, swear, “ that the present Voyage began at Rio de Janeiro, and was to have 
ended there ; that Joaquim de Mattos Costa was the Owner of the Vessel; that the only Ports or 
Places touched at previous to Capture were Molembo, and the River Cameroons, where bulk was 
broken ;—at the former, to land the greater part of the outward Cargo to barter for Slaves, and at the 


Jaticr, to collect a debt due by the King, and to trade for ivory.” In their Answers to Special Inter 
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rogatories, on behalf of the Captor, they state “ that the Schooner left Rio de Janeiro on the 25th 
May last, and that they reached Molembo on the 7th of July following ; that they remained there 
until the 23d or 24th of that Month, when they sailed for the Cameroons, and were 6 days on their 
Passage, but that they catmot produce any Clearance from Molembo.” 

A Claim “ for the Vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, 
which were on board the said Vessel at the time of Capture, as the sole property of Joaquim de Mattos 
‘Costa, and for the freight of all the Slaves put on board and conveyed to Sierra Leone in the said 
Vessel by the said Captor, as also for the costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and expenses, 
‘as have arisen, or shall or may arise, by means of the capture and detention of the said Vessel 
and Cargo,” has been filed by the Master, who, in his Affidavit in support of it, swears, “ that the 
said Vessel, being duly furnished with an Imperial Passport to proceed to Molembo, did so; and 
that, finding it absolutely necessary to proceed to some other Place, for the purpose of giving the said 
Vessel a new bowsprit, the one she then had being found injured, defective, and unsafe, and as there 
yas no convenience or means to do so at Molembo, the said Vessel did proceed to the River Cama- 
roons, this Deponent intending there, while refitting the Vessel, to purchase ivory, palm-oil, and other 
African produce ; that he there landed a part of the Cargo remaining from Molembo, and delivered 
the same to the King or Chief of the Country, for the purchase of palm-oil, ivory, and other articles 
of produce ; and that, after a new bowsprit had been procured and fitted, the said Vessel was still 
detained there by reason, as the said King or Chief informed this Deponent, that the heavy rains, by 
causing the Rivers in the Interior to rise, prevented the passage of those Natives who were in the 
habit of resorting to that part of the Coast with their articles of trade ; and that the said Vessel 
would have returned to Molembo on concluding the object of her visiting the River Cameroons.” 

Special Interrogatories being put to the Master and Supercargo, on behalf of the Claimant, their 
Answers corroborate the above Affidavit up to the time of their arriving in the River Cameroons, but 
here a very important variation is to be found in the Deposition of the Master, who forgetting, pro- 
bably, the exact purport of his Affidavit, thought only of making his reply to the Interrogatories tally 
with that of his Associate, and accordingly swears with him, “ that the Schooner remained in the 
River about 3 Months, the rains being so heavy as to prevent the people going to look for ‘ the 
Spars ;’” whereas his Affidavit states, “ after the bowsprit had been procured and fitted, the Vessel was 
still detained there by reason of the heavy rains, causing the Rivers in the Interior to rise, and pre- 
venting the passage of Natives with articles of trade.” 

This is one of those discrepancies which are often found to mark the evidence of persons com- 
bining to invent a story for which there is no foundation in fact, and which, for want of a due attention 
to the several minutiz, of which their story is made up, go very far to detect its falsehood. 

These 2 Witnesses were well aware that a stay of 3 Months in the Cameroons required expla- 
nation, and they seem to have fixed on the heavy rains as furnishing. a plausible excuse, without sufti- 
ciently attending to the exact use to be made of them, and the want of consistency in their respective 
Statements, has betrayed them into contradictions which shew the whole to be a mere fabrication. 
The excuse that they came from Molembo to the Cameroons, for the sole purpose of getting a new 
bowsprit, would be too futile to be entertained by the Court for one moment, even if true; but it 
appears, from a Survey directed by this Court, and filed in Evidence, that the said bowsprit is not a new 
spar, but appears to have been fixed, and in use, for the last 8 Months at least. And, without ad- 
verting to the very improbable statement, that they made the passage from Molembo to the Came- 
roons in 6 days,—the detection of this direct perjury—the long stay in that River—the landing part of 
the Cargo there—the time and place of her Capture, corresponding, as it does, precisely with that 
of the “ Arcenia,” both Vessels professedly trading, with a Slave Passport, to the South, of nearly the 
same date, and from the same Port, but irregularly allowing them to go to the North ;—the absence of 
the Log of the “ Arcenia,” coupled with the admission, that they had been in company, can leave no 
doubt on the mind of the Court, that they were embarked in a joint concern, and that a part of the 
448 Slaves put on board the “ Arcenia,’ had been prepared for this Vessel ; they, therefore, pro- 
nounce the said Schooner “ Estrella do Mar,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, 
wares, and merchandize laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, 
engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn 
the said Schooner, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize laden 
therein, as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” Septimius Arabin, Esq. 
Captain. (Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 

H. J. RICKETTS. 


er 


No. 43. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Feb. 20, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, December 23, 1828. 


IN the Report of the Brazilian Sloop “ Minerva da Conceigao,” captured, 
witha Cargo of 105 Slaves, by His Majesty’s Brig of War “ Plumper,” 
on the 17th of October last, in or about Latitude 1° 367 North, Longitude 
30 26” East, which I have the honour to enclose, herewith, your Lordship 
will perceive a strong confirmation of the remarks I took the liberty of making 
in my Despatch of the 29th of November last. 

The name of the Master of this Vessel corresponding with that of one 
condemned last Year, I caused him to be specially interrogated on the subject, 
when he, unhesitatingly, acknowledged, not only that he was the same person 
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who commanded the “ Concercao Paquete do Rio,” the particulars of which 
ate reported in His Majesty’s Commissioners’ Despatch of the 17th of May 
1827, but that the Individual, to whom the Vessel belonged, was also the 
Owner of this. 

This Case offers, otherwise, no new feature to which it is necessary for me 
to call your Lordship’s attention. A similar irregularity of Passport, and the 
same attempt to account for her being found to the North, by contrary winds, 
marked the proceedings in this Case, as in almost every other brought betore 
the Court. The falsehood of that statement was, however, fully proved; and 
the Lieutenant-Governor and myself decreed her condemnation on the 19th 
Tnstant. 


I have the honour to be, &c. . 
of _ (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
seg th Se. ya &e. &c. 





Enclosure in No. 43. 


Case.of the Brazilian Sloop “ Minerva da Conceicao,” condemned, on the 
19th December 1828, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mired 
Commission. 


! ener 
THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Sloop “ Minerva da Conceicao,” furnished with an Imperial 
Passport, dated Pernambuco, the 15th of February 1828, authorizing her to proceed to Molembo for 
a Cargo of Slaves, “ calling off the Islands of Princes’ and St. Thomas.” She was. captured, by His 


Majesty's Brig of War “ Plumper,’ Licutenant Medley, Commander, on the 17 th of October last, 
being in or about Latitude 1° 36’ North, Longitude 2° 26’ East, and having on board a Cargo of 105 
Slaves, aid to have been taken on board at. Molembo, on the 24th of September 1828. ; 
' The Master, Manoel Francisco da Silya Araujo ; the Boatswain, Antonio Joze de Souza ; and the 
“Apprentice, Manoel dos Passas Gomes ; on their respective Examinations on the Standing Interroga- 
‘tories, swear, “that the Slaves, to the number of 105, were all taken on board from the Shore at 
‘Molembo, which was the only Port or Place the Vessel anchored or touched at during this Voyage 3 
that they were steering for Pernambuco, at the time the Capturing Ship was first seen; and that 
“Manoel Alvez Guerra and Manoel Antonio Cardoso were the Owners of the Vessel and Cargo. 

‘A Claim for both has been filed, on the part of the Master, supported by an Affidavit, in which, after 





: ‘yecapitulating the Evidence given on the Standing Interrogatories, he swears, “ that the said Sloop 
‘was only found to the North of the Line, by reason of unavoidable necessity, occasioned by her bad 


‘sailing, as well as by the currents and calms.” ; Berghe 
“In behalf of the Claimant, the Proctor petitioned to be allowed to put Special Interrogatories to the 
ww) Witnesses already examined, viz. the Master, the Boatswain, and the Apprentice of the Vessel. 
In answer thereto, the Master deposes, (and in this second Evidence also, he is supported by the 
‘other 2) “ that he cannot say whether the Slaves taken on board were Natives of the Interior Coun- 
‘tries of Africa, or of those in the Vicinity of the Ocean ; that the Sloop had been at Sea 22 days before 
Capture; that she experienced, from leaving Port, and until Capture, light winds, rains, calms, and 
rapid currents, sometimes setting to N. N. E., and at other times to the N. N. W., and repeats, that 
to these circumstances, to her leaking to her not being able to beat against the wind, he attributes 
her being found to the North of the Equator,” adding “ that, on finding the S'oop 5 minutes only to 
‘the South, he called all hands aft, and made a Protest, which was signed by himself and all the Crew. 
The Master baving further sworn, “ that the same is in his possession, and that a Memorandum was 
“made of it in the Log,” the Court ordered its production. It is dated the 8th of October, but contains 
nothing the least calculated to confirm the truth of his statement, ts that the Slaves were taken on 
board at Molembo.” The mere production of a 4 oe which, it is evident, may have been 
cated for the purpose, can carry with it no weight whatever. 
mag other a. 6 Tie. are adduced on the part of the Captor ;—4 of the Slaves on 
‘board, (named: Pasquar, Parngo, Ansandee, and Marrumar) Edward Nicolas, cand Nancy During. 
‘The first Slave, Pasquar, who, as might be expected from his Evidence, is of a superior description 
and intelligence to the other 3, deposes, in answer to Special Interrogatories, “ that he isa Native of a 
Place called Tongar, in the River Calabar, and that he was a Slave of the. Harbour Master at St. 
‘Thomas, and went from that Island, as a scaman, on board a Schooner (belonging to the said 
Harbour Master) to the Coast of Mina, where the Schooner lost her anchor ; she was then conducted 
4o a Place called Gaboon, where the Natives came off in their Canoes and fought them, and killed the 
Master, Boatswain; Mate; and 2 seamen of the Schooner 5 the Natives then took possession of her, 
‘and seized him (the Witness) and sold him to the Master of the Sloop-he was brought here in, 
which was then lying at anchor at that Place ; that when he was put on board the Sloop, he found the 
ther Slaves on board ; that he had been on board 2 days, when she was captured, she having got 
under weigh immediately the Witness was put on board her; and that the other Slaves on board the 
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Sloop belong to Gaboon and Cape Lopez.” The 3 other Slaves, Parngo, a boy, Ansandee, a Iad, 
and Marrumar, a lad, captured on board this Vessel, being cautioned to speak the truth, depose as 
follows “ that they came in a Vessel with one mast 3 were put on board the said Vessel at a Country 
called, by the Natives, Orango, and by the Portuguese, Gaboon ; all the Slaves on board said 
Vessel came on board fram a large house on Shore at the same place and at the same time.” The 
2 remaining Witnesses, Edward Nicolas, a Native of Cape Lopez, and Nancy During, a Native of 
Commie, near the River Gaboon, depose on oath, that they have seen and talked with the Slaves 
on board this Vessel, and that most of them are Natives of the same Places as these Deponents, or of 
Towns contiguous.” 

Thus we have the testimony of no less than 6 Witnesses, swearing to facts, which if true, clearl 
prove the falsehood of the defence in this Case, and here it is worthy of remark, that a strong 
presumption of the truth of the Evidence of Pasquar is to be drawn from the fact of his being 
conversant with the Portuguese (in which language he was examined) a circumstance very unlikely 
to have existed, had he been shipped, as pretended, at Molembo.. But it may be said, perhaps, that 
4 of these Individuals are interested Witnesses, inasmuch as their fate is dependent on the Sentence 
of this Court. The same observation, it must be remembered, applies, still more forcibly, to the 
Evidence on the other side, to which a strong primd fucie suspicion attaches itself, from the irregu- 
larity of Passport ; and, in weighing the degree of credit to be given to each, much necessarily 
depends on the more or less probability belonging to the respective statements, and to the existence 
or absence of other concurrent testimony tending to corroborate them.’ On the part of the Claimant 
none such is to be found; on the contrary, the Master of this Vessel, Manoel Franciseo da Silva 
Araujo, acknowledges, in answer to a Special Interrogatory put to him by order of the Court, and 
filed in this Cause, that he is the very same Individual who commanded the Brazilian Sloop 
“ Conceic¢ao Paquete do Rio,” condemned in this Court, on the 15th of May, 1827, for being found to 
the North of the Line ; in which Case, also, he had recourse to the same pretence to account for his 
being so found, and to the same expedient of calling the people aft, and signing, what he calls, a 
Protest, in order to give something like a plausible colouring to his assertion; and further, that the 
“ Paquete do Rio,” then belonged to the same Owner as the Sloop now under adjudication. 

Whatever inference, therefore, is to be drawn from the probability of the Evidence before the 
Court, is decidedly against the Claimant, for, in addition to the above facts, it appears from the Log, 
not only that this Vessel was invariably standing to the North, from the moment she is stated to 
have left Molembo, the prevalent winds and currents from thence to the Equator being notoriously 
in an opposite direction, and making it next to impossible for a dull sailing Vessel to get to the North- 
ward, without first stretching well off to the Southward and Westward ; but it is also asserted, that 
(notwithstanding her bad sailing) she got within 5 minutes of the Equator, but in Longitude only 
6° 14’ 42” Hast, between the 26th of September and the 8th of October, while in the remaining 9 
days, which elapsed between the latter date and her Capture, she had contrived not to exceed 1° 36’ 
North, and to reach as far as 2° 26/ East, Longitude. 

The Hvidence, however, of Edward Nicolas and Nancy During, is free from all suspicion: the 
first has been 11 Years as a Seaman in His Majesty’s Service, and the second is a liberated African, 


many Years resident in this Colony, and neither the one nor the other can be supposed to be personally 
interested in the issue of these proceedings. 

An Affidavit has been filed by George Michael Feltham, a Midshipman of the « Plumper,” 
respecting the state of the water, provisions, &c. when he was put in charge of this Sloop, but it is 
ummuecessary to go into further Evidence. With that already before them, the Court can entertain no. 
doubt that this Vessel did actually take in her Slaves to the North of the Line; and accordingly 
pronounce the said Sloop “ Minerva da Conceicao,”’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods,. 
wares, and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, 
engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation, and condemn 
the said Sloop, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, 
as taken in such illicit traffick, by His Majesty's Brig of War “ Plumper,” Lieutenant Medley, Com- 
mander ; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, 
and to be employed as servants or free labourers; and also that it has been proved that, at the time 
of passing the said Sentence, 16 men, 29 women, 2] boys, and 16 girls, compose the whole of the 
Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,—23 having died between the period of Capture and Adjudi- 
cation. 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS, 


ee EE ee eee eee 
No, 44. 


the Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, March, 20, 1829. 


THE Despatches of Mr. Jackson, up to the 23d of December, 1828, have 
been duly received. 

The Despatch, dated the 17th of December, containing the Case of the 
“ Penha da Franga,” having been referred to His Majesty’s Advocate- General, 
that Officer has reported, that although the Captor, in omitting to deliver to the 
Captain of the Slave-ship the Certificate required by the Treaty, has been guilty 
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ofan irregularity which ought to be discouraged, yet that sueh omission is not 
sufficient to invalidate the Capture, or to exempt the Ship and Cargo from the 
penalty of confiscation, to which they would otherwise have been liable; and 
that the Sentence of Condemnation is accordingly correct and proper. 

It has been deemed expedient, however, upon the opinion of The King’s 
Advocate, to suggest to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the 
attention of His Majesty’s Naval Officers, employed under the Treaties for the 
suppression of illegal Slave-trade, should again be specially directed to the 
necessity of a punctual adherence to the tenour of the Instructions for their 
guidance, annexed to those Treaties. 

Tam, &c. 

. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 

Es Majesty's Commissioners. 


a 














+ . . No. 45. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received April 9.) 


My Lorp, © Sterra Leone, January 5, 1829. 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the fifth Year of the 
Reign of His present Majesty, entitled ‘“ An Act to amend and consolidate the 
Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade,” and in conformity with that 
passed in the seventh and eighth Years of His said Majesty’s Reign, entitled 
‘¢ An Act to carry into execution a Convention between His Majesty and The. 
Emperor of Brazil, tor the regulation and final abolition of the African | 
Slave-trade,” we have the honour to enclose a Return of all the Cases of 
Brazilian Vessels adjudicated in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed 
Commission, established here, from the 29th ot August last, the day on which 
this Commission was opened, to the Ist day of January 1829. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) _ GEORGE JACKSON. 
od , Pe Ae H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. | 
| «&e. &e. &e 
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| No. 46. IE 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed April 9. y: 


My Lorp, | Sierra Leone, January 19, 1829. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship, herewith, the Report 
-of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Zrinmpho,” captured, on the 23d of 
November last, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” in or about Latitude 
3° 12’ North, Longitude ‘5° 54” East, and condemned, the day before Yes- 
terday, by the Licutenant;Governor and myself. | toes ; 
The “ Zriumpho” was furnished with an Imperial Passport, dated Bahia, 
the 4th of June 1828, authorizing her to take a Cargo of Slaves from Ca- 
binda, and “to call on her way.at any of the Ports on the: Western Coast of 
Africa.” She bad on board 127 Slaves, which were proved to have been 
shipped ‘from the Benin. oer Tt : . 
oy I have the honour to be, &c. 
; . 3 - (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, k.T. 
Sc &e. = &€. 





Enclosure in No. 46. 


Case of the Brazilian Schooner “Triampho,” condemned, on the 17th of © 


Sanuary 1829, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Com- 
MISSiON. ; 


THIS is the Cage of the Brazilian Schooner “ Trixmpho,” furnished with an Imperial Passport, . 


dated at Bahia, the 4th of June 1828, authorizing her to take a Cargo of Slaves from Cabinda, and 
to call on her way at any of the Ports on the Western, Coast of Africa.” She was captured, on 


the 23d of November 1828, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” beiig in ,or about Latitude © 


3° 12? North; -Longitude-5°-547 ast;-and having on-board 127 Slaves. 


In this Case, the. Master and Second Mate, as usual, swear that the Slaves were shipped at Mo--* 


lembo, but without attempting to account for the Vessel being found to the North of the Line; and 


their Evidence is contradicted by that of 2 of the Crew, 1 -of whom, Pedro, in particular, dis-- 


tinctly swears, that they were taken on board at Benin, in which he is confirmed by the Affidavit of a. - 


liberated African, named Ogoo, who has been upwards ‘of 9 Years resident in this Colony, during. © 


4 of which he has held the Appointment of Overseer of Slaves, landed from Vessels brought here 
for adjudication. ‘This Witness swears “ that he is a Native of Oguay, situate on the Banks of the 
River Benin ; that he has conversed with the Slaves landed from the “ Triwmpho,’ and that they are. 
Natives of the several ‘owns and Places situate on the Banks of the River Benin, and parts adjacent: 


thereto.” TVhe Court, therefore, can have no difficulty in coming to the conclusion, to which the 


flagrant irregularity of the Passport, in this instance, was, of itself, sufficient to bring. them, and,. 


no Claimant appearing, pronounce the said Schooner “ Triumpho,” her tackle, apparel and furniture, 
and the goods, wares and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the ‘Capture and 
Scizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and. liable to confis- 
cation, and condemn the same, as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty's Ship ‘ Medina,” 
William Benjamin Suckling, Esq., Commander ; and, moreover, pronounce the:said: Slaves, Natives 
of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; and: 


also, that it has been proved, that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 26 men, 34.women,, 


30 boys, and 32 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed.to be emancipated,—5 having, 


died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. : 
(Signedy. . GEO. JACKSON. 
“Hy. JD RICKETTS.. 


Pg a u 3 a 

No. 47. 
His Majesty's. Commissioners to The Earl of Aberideen.—( Received April 9.): 
My Lorn, ~ 3 ~ Sierra Leone, February LBs 1829: 


WE had the honour to receive, by one of the late,arrivals, your Lord- 
ship’s Despatch, of the 11th of December, transmitting, for our infor- 
ination and guidance, the Copies of a Correspondence which has passed 
between your Lordship and the Viscount D’Itabayana, and likewise the Copy 
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-Sinrra Leong. © (Brazil.) 
ofa Despatch: to His Majesty’s Envoy at Rio de Janeiro, upon the subject 
of propositions, brought forward by the Brazilian Government, to postpone 
the period, at present fixed, for the abolition of the Brazilian Slave-trade, 
and to revise Sentencés passed by the Court of Mixed Commission at 
Sierra Leone. 

We beg leave to return your Lordship our best acknowledgments for 
these Communications, as also’ for that of your Correspondence on the par- 
ticular Gases of the “ Activo,”’ “ Perpetuo Defensor,” and “ Hiroina.” 

_ As regards the Claim for Indemnification in the 2 first of these Cases, 

the principle, previously advanced, and now formally and definitively laid 

down by your Lordship, we shall consider as that by which we are to be 

guided, should any such Case recur, viz. that the embarkation’ of Slaves in. 
Places. where the Slave-trade is not permitted, shall be held to deprive the 

Claimants of all right to compensation, in Cases where their Vessels’ shall 
be restored to them on the ground of illegal detention ; and, further, with 

respect to the “ Hiroina,” that the principle, in that Case for the first time 
acted upon, is upheld and maintained,—namely, that a Vessel guilty of a 
breach of Passport, whether with or without Slaves, is equally liable to: 
Capture with one found with an irregular License to the North of the Line. 

Upon this principle the Court have uniformly proceeded since the con~ 
demnation of the “ Hiéroina,” on the former of these grounds, and both the 
one and the other were approved by Earl Dudley in his Despateb of the 31st 
of August 1827 ; ‘but there is another very important point suggested by a 
perusal of your Lordship’s Despatch to His “Majesty’s Minister at Rio de 
Janeiro, of the 6th of December last. In the declaration made to the 
Portuguese Government, by His Majesty’s Representative, in 1823, and quoted: 
in that Despatch, it is distinctly admitted, that “ no condemnation of a Vessel: 
ought to take place when the Capture is made at a Spot, not absolutely: 
within the Bounds prescribed for Capture by the Treaty.” And although the 
Court were, at the time, in possession of Mr. Chamberlain’s Correspondence,. 
yet the Capture of the “ Activo” and “ Perpetuo Defeusor” was, in ac- 
cordance with this declaration, declared to be illegal, because made to the 
South of the’ Equator. This admission, however, seems to be qualified by 
the sequel of the Despatch, above referred to, and on the ground that the 
point had been settled by the declaration of the Brazilian Government 
themselves. Now, as we have no knowledge of any other. declaration tham 
that made to Mr. Chamberlain, above-mentioned, which we conceived to 
have originated in, and to have had reference exclusively to, .the practice 
of granting irregular Licenses, we are anxious to be informed how far His 
Majesty’s Government have determined on any farther extension of that 
principle in the Treaties, by which it was formerly beld that the Sentences: 
of the Mixed Commissions were limited, and whether, by the words “other= 
wise infringing the Treaty,” it is meant that that extension shall go beyond: 
the Case of breach of Passport, and of Vessels found with irregular Licenses 
to the North of the Equator; and whether an irregular License, or other’ 
infringement of the Treaties,—such, for instance, as that proved against the 
« Active” and “ Perpetuo Defensor,’—shall be beld to countervailand to out- 
weigh, as the Case may occur, as well the 5th and 6th Articles of the Con 
vention, with reference to Slaves being actually found on board, as the Ath. 
Article of the lustructions, prohibiting any Capture to the South of the 
Equator, unless after a chase that shall have commenced North of the.same 5: 
whether, in short, His Majesty's Commissioners may, ‘henceforward,. con- 
sider the anomaly, beretofore existing between the Convention and the 


but of the “ Active” and “ Perpetuo Defensor,” as involving an extension of 
the restrictive principle: the Decree in the Case of the 2 latter Vessels having. 


“teen one of restitution, as already stated, on the ground that the Capture 


was made to the South ; and the only doubt felt by the Court being, whether, 
as it was in proof that the Treaty had been infringed (the Slaves having been. 
shipped at Badagry and Lagos) the Parties were further entitled to any. 
indemnification. : ) sis 


annexed Instructions, as at an end. ‘This point is the more material, be- 
eause your Lordship speaks of the Case, not merely of the “ Hiroina,” 

































































ee 


ee 



























































































































































































































































greater than that given for a Northern Slave, their physical powers, on the’ 
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Another material point, on which a definitive understanding is much to be de- 
sired, is that referred to in the Despatch from hence to your Lordship, of the 19th 
of September 1828, viz. how far the liberty to go to the Islands of St. Thomas . 
and Princes, alone, is to be regarded as an irregular License, and whether a 
Vessel furnished with a Passport, authorizing her to touch at those Islands, 
but at no other point to the North of the Line, would be liable to Capture. 

We are sorry to be under the necessity of trespassing so much on your 
Lordship’s time ;—but the consideration that the Sentence of the Court is 
without appeal ; that there is no Foreign Commissioner present ; and that 
we are bound under a solemn sanction to frame that Sentence, not on our 
own opinion of the equity or reason of the Case, but on an international 
and formal Compact; makes us more than ordinarily anxious, not to be led 
away by a detestation of the trathck, into giving an undue latitude to the 
means used for suppressing it, and will, we trust, prove our excuse with. 
your Lordship. . 

It is matter of considerable gratification to find, from your Lordship’s Letter . 
to the Viscount D’Itabayana, of the 29th November last, that we have but . 
anticipated the decision of His Majesty’s Government in the view taken of 
that Question in the Despatch of the 21st November last. This knowledge 
will enable us the better to combat any arguments which may be submitted | 
to the Court, on the part of the Brazilian Government, whenever M. de 
Paiva’s Commission (which he has not yet received) shall reach him; but 
it is our bounden duty not to conceal fro your Lordship our conviction, 
that the best exertions of His Majesty’s Cruizers will be but of little avail 
in putting a stop to the trade, until the Brazilian Government shall dis- 
tinctly recognize, as proposed to them by Mr. Gordon, that all Captures shall 
be held to be legal, which shall take place by Vessels properly authorized, 
and in Places where the Slave-trade is not permitted by the 2d Article of 
the Convention,—tbus including the intervening ground between the Equator 
and 6° 12’to the South,—and shall further agree to the proposal, that the 
equipment of a Vessel as a Slaver shall be considered as primd facie Evi- 
dence of the illicit traffick. 

Should this latter point be attainable, and the Netherland Additional 
Article be taken as a model, we beg leave to suggest, that it would be very 
desirable that the Clause should be so worded as that “the within one 
geographick Degree to the Westward thereof,” should be distinctly under- 
stood as meaning, within a Degree from the point of Capture to the nearest 
part of the Coast, and not, as it has been taken to signify, within a Degree 
from the Westernmost part of the whole Coast of Africa. 

An Additional Article, embracing these several points, would do more 
towards attaining the main object to be attended to, that of mitigating and 
diminishing the horrors of this trade (for an entire and absolute suppres- 
sion of it is, it is to be feared, almost hopeless) than even its nominal aboli- 
tion; it being a well known fact, that the price, as well as the quality, of the 
Slaves, taken from the South, is such as to make it a far less profitable 
speculation ; for while, on the one hand, the purchase-money is infinitely 





other, are so greatly interior, that they fetch a much lower price in America, 
fle ig I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
re) H. J. RICKETTS,. 
Lhe Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &e. &e. 


a 





ee Oe Nae 46: 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 13.) 
My Lorp, ade Sterra Leone, february 28, 1829. 


WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith, the Report 
of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Bella Eliza,” captured, on the 7th 





































































Srorra Leone, ( Brazil.) 49 


Ult. by His Majesty’s Ship “ Medina,” in or about Latitude 3° 137 North, 
Longitude 4° 427 Kast, and condemned Yesterday by us. 

The « Bella Eliza” was furnished with an Imperial Passport, dated Bahia, 
24th October 1828, authorizing her to take a Cargo of Slaves from Cabinda, 
and to “touch, on her way, at Guinea Coast, St. Thomas’ and Princes’ 
Islands.” 

She had on board 232 Slaves, which the Master owned he had shipped at 
Lagos. 

On board this Vessel, as your Lordship will see in the Evidence, the 
Mate of the “ Minerva da Conceicgao” was a Passenger, taken on board at 
that Place. 

The “ Minerva da Conceicao” was captured, on the 17th of October, and 
adjudicated on the 19th of December last, and was one of those Cases in 
which a Claim was made, and asserted with considerable confidence, on the 
eround, that the Slaves had been shipped at Molembo; which, added to the 
boldness and effrontery with which the 3 Witnesses, examined in that Case, 
all swore to that fact, gave the Court more than ordinary trouble in their 
investigation of the Case; and though they felt no doubt ot the justness of 
their Sentence, at the time of passing it, yet it is not without satisfaction that 
they have perceived this unequivocal proof of it ;—however much they must 
deplore the fresh conviction, foreed upon them by this circumstance, of the 
absolute impossibility of believing one word that any Slave-dealer may 
advance, uncorroborated by other Evidence. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
; (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, ew be H. J. RICKETTS. 
’ §c. &e. Se. 





Enclosure in No. 48. 


Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Bella Eliza,” condemned, on the 27th of 
February 1829, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Bella Eliza,’ furnished with an Imperial Passport 

from Bahia, dated the 24th of October 1828, authorizing her to proceed to the Port of Cabinda for 
a Cargo of Slaves, touching on her way at Guinea Coast, St. Thomas’, and Princes Islands. She was 
captured, on the 7th of January, by His Majesty's Ship “Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, 
Esq. Commander, in or about Latitude 3° 137 North, Longitude 4° 42! East, with 232 Slaves, said 
to have been taken on board in the River Lagos, on the 3d of the same Month, 
. The Master, Gaspar dos Reis do Fonceca, on his Examination, swears “that he is himself the 
sole Owner of the Vessel and Cargo ; that the present Voyage began at Bahia, and was to have 
ended either at that Place or at Rio de Janeiro; that Lagos was the only Place touched at on 
this Coast ; and that the Slaves, to the number of 231, were taken on board there.” 

Francisco Jozé, the Steward, was the only other Witness examined in the Case: He swears that 
“the Slaves were taken on board at Lagos; that one Passenger, the Mate of the Vessel, lately 
condemned, called the “ Minerva da Conceicao,” was taken on board there; that he believes the 
Master was the sole Owner of the Vessel; and that a man, named Joao da Silva Porta, of Rio de 
Janeiro, is the Owner and Consignee of the Slaves on board her.” 

The illicit employment of this Vessel in the Slave-trade, being thus distinctly admitted, and no 
Claimant appearing, the Court pronounce. the said Schooner, “ Bella Eliza,” her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of 
the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and,as such, subject and 
liable to confiscation ; and condemn the same as taken in such illicit traftick by His Majesty's Ship 
“ Medina,” William Benjamin Suckling, Esq. Commander ; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, 


5 Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; 


and, also, that it has been proved that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 75 men, 22 women, 
73 boys, and 45 girls, composed the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,—17 having 
died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 


H. J. RICKETYTS, 





No. 49. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen. —( Received May 26.) 
' My Lorp, Sierra Leone, March 11, 1829. 
- WE have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt ‘of your Lordship’s 
y - . O = 
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Despatch, of the 31st of December last, stating that the Sentence pro- 
nounced by His Majesty’s Commissioners, in the Case of the Brazilian 
Vessel, the “ Terceira Rosalia,’ condemning the Ship and Cargo, although 
she had not any Slaves actually on board, is in conformity with the principle 
acted upon in the Case of the “ Hiroina,” and approved of in that Case, by 
His Majesty’s Government. 
We have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 
WM. SMITH. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. &e. &e. 








No. 50. 


Elis Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, March 17, 1829. 


WE have the honour to enclose to your Lordship, in this Despatch, the 
Report of the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “ Uniao,” captured, on the 6th 
of February last, being in or about Latitude 2° 48’ North, Longitude 5° 12/ 
East, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” with 405 Slaves, said to have been 
taken on board at Lagos, on the 2d of the same Month. 

This Vessel arrived here on the Ist, her Slaves were immediately landed, 
on the recommendation of the Surgeon to the Court; the Monition was issued 
on the 4th, and returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 12th 
Instant. She was furnished with an Imperial Passport from Bahia, dated 
12th of December, 1828, authorizing a Voyage to the Port of Cabinda for a 
Cargo of Slaves, not exceeding 370. 

The only Witnesses who were examined in this Case, (the Master of the 
Vessel having died on his Passage up) were Francisco Antonio d’Amosim, 
Cabin-boy, and Manoel Joaquim, the Cook; both swore distinctly, that the 
Slaves were taken on board at Lagos; and she was, accordingly, condemned 
by us on the 13th Instant, as engaged in the illicit traffick, and the surviving 
Slaves, to the number of 366, were emancipated. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


WM. SMITH. . 
The Light Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &c. See 





Enclosure in No. 50. 


Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “ Uniao,” condemned, on the 13th of March 
1829, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mived Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “ Uniao,” furnished with an Imperial Passport from 
Bahia, dated the 12th of December 1828, authorizing a Voyage to the Port of Cabinda for a Cargo 
of Slaves, not to exceed the number of 370. She was captured, on the 6th of February 1829, being 
in or about Latitude 2° 48’ North, Longitude 5° 12/ East, by His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” Com- 
modore Collier, with 405 Slaves, said to have been taken on board at Lagos, on the 2d February 
1829. 

This Vessel arrived here on the ist of March; her Slaves were immediately landed, on the recom- 
mendation of Dr. Boyle ; the Monition was issued on the 4th, and retumed, certified to have been 
duly served, on the 12th of the same Month. 

An Affidavit having been made of the death of the Master on his passage up, by Mr. Agassiz, Ad- 
mitalty Mate of His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” and Prize Master of the Vessel ; the only Witnesses 
examined in this Case are Francisco Antonio d’Amosim, Cabin Boy and a Nephew of the Master, and 
Manoel J oaquim, Cook of the Vessel. They both swear, in answer to the Standing Interrogatories, 
“that André Joaquim Ferreira, who was born, and generally resided, in Lisbon, was the Master of the 


Vessel; that the Owner, Joze Marques Ribeiro, who lives at Bahia, appointed him to the command ; 


and that he took possession of her there in December last ; that Lagos was the only Port touched at ; 














































he ee ee 




























































Sierra Leone.  (Brazil.) 51 Os 


that they touched there to land the outward Cargo of the Vessel; and that upwards of 300 Slaves 
were taken on board in return. 

The illicit employment of this Vessel in the Slave-trade being thus admitted, and no Claimant 
appearing, the Court pronounce the said Brigantine “ Uniao,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and 
Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; 
and condemn the same as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” Commodore 
Collier, Commander ; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated 
from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; and also, that it has been proved 
that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 93 men, 153 women, 62 boys, and 58 girls, compose 
the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,—39 having died since Capture. 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH. 


as) ue im 


No. 51. 


thes Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 16.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, April 13, 1829. 


WE have the honour to forward, in this Despatch, the Report of the Case 
of the Brazilian Brig “ Andorinha,” captured at anchor in Lagos Roads, by 
His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” on the 19th of February last, without any 
Slaves on board, but having part of her Cargo landed. “She was furnished 
with an Imperial Passport, dated Bahia, the 24th of December 1828, autho- 
rizing a Voyage for a Cargo of Slaves to Cabinda, and permitting her to touch 
at the Gold Coast, St. Thomas, and Princes Islands; and a Claim was made 
by the Master, on behalf of the Owner, Joaquim Jozé de Oliveira, an Inha- 


pitant of Bahia, on the ground of such permission, and on the assertion, that 


the part of her Cargo landed was only a small portion on freight, and that 
the Vessel was about to proceed to her ulterior destination when detained by 
Commodore Collier. This was proved to the satisfaction of the Court to have 
been a mere pretence, and we, accordingly, condemned her, at our Sitting on 
the 11th Instant, as engaged, under cover of an irregular Passport, in th 
illegal trattick in Slaves. 
bs We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
XG, §c. &e. , 





Enclosure in No. 51. 


Case of the Brazilian Brig “ Andorinha,” condemned, on the 11th of Aprit 
1829, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Brig “ Andorinha,” furnished with an Imperial Passport, 
dated Bahia, the 24th December 1528, authorizing a Voyage to Cabinda for Slaves, and the touching 
at Gold Coast, St. Thomas, and Princes Islands. She was captured at anchor, in Lagos Roads, by 
His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” Commodore Collier, on the 19th of February last, without any Slaves 
on board, but having part of her Cargo landed ; and arrived here on the 14th March ;—The Monition 
was issued on the 18th of the same Month, and returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 
26th following. : 

The Master, Joze Antonio de Socorro, swears, in answer to the Standing Interrogatories, “ that 
Joaquim Jozé de Oliveira, of Bahia, is the Owner of the Vessel, and Lader and Owner of the Cargo ; 
that the said Oliveira appointed him to the command ofthe Vessel; that the Voyage began, and was 
to have ended, at Bahia; that Lagos was the only Place touched at on the Coast ; that the Vessel 


‘touched there to land some Cargo she had on freight, viz. 6 pipes of aquadente and some dry goods ; 


that this, and endeavouring to procure fresh stock, was all the communication with the Shore ; and 
that the lading on board was to have been delivered at Cabinda.” ; 

The other Witnesses, viz. Antonio Joze Grillo and Manoel Joaquim, 2 of the seamen, being 
sworn, give the same account of the proceedings of this Vessel. 


On behalf of the Captor, an Affidavit of the Prize Master bas been filed, of the state of the Vessel 
ntly been landed ; 


that several pipes 


at the time of her Seizure ; he swears, “ that a quantity of her Cargo had evide 
that such purchases were rigged, as are gencrally made use of to discharge Cargo ; 
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of aquadente were in the main hatchway, with slings ready to be hoisted out, as was also-a large 
quantity of tobacco in bales; and that the said Vessel was, in every respect, in a forward state of 
preparation to unload her Cargo.” 

The Monition in this Case had been returned some days, and no Claimant appeared ; but, on the 3d 
of April, the Master petitioned the Court to be allowed to file a Claim for the said Brig, her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and such goods, wares, and merchandize as were on board at the time of 
Capture, as the sole property of Joaquim Jozé de Oliveira, an Inhabitant of Bahia, and for all costs, 
charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and expenses, as have arisen, or shall, or may arise, by means 
of the said Capture; alleging, as his reason for not doing so sooner, according to the rules of the 
Court, that, of the 3 professional Gentlemen practising therein, 2 were engaged against him, and 
the 3d was absent from the Colony. 

This, certainly, would prevent the Master availing himself of professional assistance, but need not 
have hindered him from himself petitioning the Court, as he has now done ; however, under all the 
circumstances of the Case, the Court have felt unwilling to deprive a Stranger, who might be supposed 
to be ignorant of the proper course to be pursued, of the opportunity, upon a mere matter of form, 
of accounting, if able, for so palpable a violation of the existing Treaties, as this Case evinces, and, 
therefore, allowed him to file his Claim. It is supported by an Affidavit, stating “ that the said Brig 
was so captured in the prosecution of her Voyage from Bahia to Cabinda; and that he, (the Clain- 
ant), verily believes that she was protected by the Treaty or Convention, between Great Britain and 
Brazil, inasmuch as she was permitted by her Passport to touch at Ports to the Noithward of the 
Equator.” 

In further support of the Claim, the 2 seamen, Grillo and Joaquim, are examined on Special Inter- 
rogatories put by permission of the Court. ‘They both swear, that their Agreement for this Voyage, 
was to go to the Northward of the Equator, and then run down the Coast to Cabinda ; that they were 
5 days at Lagos; and that, when detained, the whole of the Cargo on freight had been landed.” 
‘The former, accounts for this detention, by saying, that they were waiting for the Receipt for the 
same ; the latter, that they were expecting provisions from the Shore. - 

The fact that this Vessel was captured at Lagos, and the admission, on the part of the Master, 
that her original destination, on leaving Babia, was to the North of the Equator, are alone sufficient 


to warrant her condemnation ;—a Vessel employed in the Slave-trade, and provided with a Passport, 


ad hoc, being prohibited by Treaty from engaging in any commerce whatever to the North of the 
Line ; but, as the Master, in this Case, lays great stress in his Claim, on the permission given in his 
Passport so to do, and on the assertion that only a small part of his Cargo, which he had on freight 
had been landed, without any intention of shipping any Slaves in return, and that he was about to 
proceed to the ulterior point of his destination, viz. Cabinda; the Court have taken the trouble of 
investigating this Representation on its own grounds, and the result clearly proves that, as in every 
previous Case of condemnation of a Vessel, not having actually Siaves on board, so in this, such con- 
demnation will be found to rest, not merely on the violation or irregularity of the Passport, but on 
the strongest presumptive Evidence that the real object was the procuring a Cargo of Slaves to the 
North of the Line,—and that, but for the detention, such object would have been accomplished. 

In the first place, is it likely that a Vessel, bond fide intended for a Voyage from Bahia to Cabinda, 
would suffer herself to be taken so much out of ber course, and thereby expose herself to the risk of 
Capture, for the mere sake of a freight of 6 pipes of aquadente and some dry goods? This is altogether 
incredible, nor are any Bills of Lading, or any Receipts for such goods, produced in corroboration of 
such a transaction ; and we, accordingly, find, by Mr. Browne's Affidavit, that the Vessel was in every 
respect in a forward state of preparation to unload the whole of her Cargo, while the Witnesses 
adduced by the Claimant himself swear, that, when detained, the whole of the Cargo on freight had 
been already landed. ; 

It must be quite evident then, to the conviction of every unprejudiced mind, that this Vessel was 
engaged in the illicit traftick in Slaves ; and the Court have no hesitation in pronouncing the said Brig 
« Andorinha,’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize laden 
therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traffick in 
Slaves ; and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation, and condemn the same, as taken in such 
illicit traffick by His Majesty's Ship’ Sybille,’ Commodore Collier, C. B, Commander. 


(Signed) GEO. JACKSON, 
WM. SMITH. 





No. 52. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Neveived June 16.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, April 14, 1829. 


WE have the honour to enclose, herewith, the Report of the Case of the 
Brazilian Schooner “ Donna Barbara,” and, as this Vessel has been cap- 
tured under circumstances of a very peculiar, and, we believe, entirely novel 
character, we beg leave to draw your Lordship’s particular attention to the 


same. 
At the same time as the “ Andorinha,” mentioned in our preceding 


Despatch, arrived in this Harbour, the Marshal reported the arrival of another 
Vessel, in company witb, and prize to her called, the ‘* Donna Barbara,” 
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also belonging to Bahia. Before we had time to act in any way upon this 
singular report, Lieutenant Harvey, commanding the “ Paul Pry” (‘Tender 
to His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” ) then in this Harbour, brought the Papers 
of the “ Donna Barbara” into the British and Brazilian Court with a 
Declaration that, being duly authorized and furnished with written Instruc- 
tions from Commodore Collier, to make Seizures of Vessels engaged in the 
illicit traffick in Slaves, he had boarded and made Prize of the “ Donna Bar- 
bara,” on entering this River, having 357 Slaves on board, said to have been 
shipped at Lagos. 3 
On enquiry we found the real fact of the case to be, that Mr. Browne, 
Prize Master of the Brazilian Brig “ Andorinha,” had, ov his Passage up, 
fallen in with this Vessel; that, finding her with a great number of Slaves on 
board, which her Captain told him had been shipped at Lagos only a few 
days before,—he, from a mistaken zeal in the service, had brought her along 
with him to this Port for adjudication, Had she been brought into Court by 
this Officer, there is no question but that the Caurt must have instantly pro- 
nounced it an illegal Capture ; but it appeared to us that her subsequent 
Seizure, by an authorized Vessel and Officer, obviated this objection, and that, 
in fact, supposing even that the Owners might be entitled to claim redress 
at the hands of the Partics who first detained her, the Court had no discretion 
left them but to treat it as an ordinary and regular Case of Capture, and that 
their only duty was to determixe whether she had been illicitly engaged in 
the Slave-trade, without enquiring into the means by which she fell into the 
power of the Vessel by which she was ultimately captured. meine | 
The Master and 2 of his Crew, on their several examinations, swear, that the 

Slaves were shipped at Cabinda, and that they were making the best of their 
way from that Port to Babia, when detained by Mr. Browne, in Latitude 
3° 13’ North :—but, of the shipment of the Slaves at Lagos, there could be 
no doubt, as well trom the Captain’s own declaration, when first boarded, as 
from the general tenour of the Evidence ;—and, in farther confirmation of 
this fact, a Sailor, belonging to the Spanish Brig “ Ll Almirante,” lately 
condemned here, came forward, at the meeting of the Court to give Judgment, 
and swore, that he had scen the “ Donna Barbara” aad her Commander, 
at Lagos, in January last, preparing to take on board their Cargo of Slaves. 
Indeed, the Master himself rests the Claim, which though not presented in 
time, was still, under the circumstances, admitted by the Court,—principally, 
if not altogether, upon the incompetency of the Officer and Vessel, first 
detaining him, to make Captures. To this point, then, their attention was 
directed, and, on the principle we have thus had the honour of explaining to 
your Lordship, the condemnation of this Vessel, and the emancipation of 
the Slaves, to the number of 351, was decreed, on the 13th Instant. 

aaa We have the honour to be, &c. ; 
uacaiby sx (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON, 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 1. WM. SMITH. 

ae eo ee. Xe. 
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Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Donna Barbara,” condemned, on the 13th 
of April 1829, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission. 


. ‘THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Donna Barbara,” furnished with an Imperial Pass- 
port from Bahia, dated the 29th of November 1828, authorizing a Voyage to the Port of Cabinda 
for Slaves. She was captured, off. Freetown, on the 15th day of March, by Liewtenant Harvey, 
_commanding the “ Paul Pry,” a Tender to His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” with a Boat on board be- 
longing to the said Ship, and provided with written Instructions from Commodore Collier,‘ to make 
_ Seizures of Vessels engaged in the illicit traffick of Slaves ; who swears, that she was declared by 
-her,Commander, Thomas Luiz, to have been bound from Lagos to Bahia, and to have had on 
board, at the time of detention, 357 Slaves, said to have been shipped at Lagos. oe 
_ The sick Slaves were landed from this Vessel, to the number of 33, by the recommendation of the 
Surgeon to the Court ; the Monition was issued on the 19th, and returned, certified to have been 


_duly served, on the 27th March, pe 
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The Master, Thomas Luiz, swears, on his examination on the Standing Interrogatories, “ that 

Hh Wenceslao Miguel de Almeida is the Owner of the Vessel and Sk ves ; that he gave him the command 

i of her in Noveniber last; that the Voyage began, and was, to have ended, at Bahia ; that Cabinda 
was the last and only Placé touched at on the Coast; that the‘Slaves were taken’ on board there 2 
that Witness’s Vessel was captured, in about 8° 13’ North Latitude, on the 21st of February; that, 
when first pursued, she was steering for Bahia, and that her course was at all times, when the wea- 
ther permitted, directed to the Port of Bahia; that the Lader of the Slaves is a person living on 
Shore at Cabinda, but that he does not know his name ; and that no Papers, Bills of Lading, Letters, 
or other Writings, which were on board the Vessel at the time of, and before, the Capture, were 
destroyed; concealed, or attempted to be concealed. ; 

This contradiction between the Evidence of this Witness, relative to the Capture of his Vessel, and 
the Declafation of Lieutenant Harvey, is explained by an’ Affidavit filed in this Cause by Mr. Browne, 
Prize-Master of the Brazilian Brig “ Andorinha,’ in which he states “ that, while on his passage to 
this Place, with the above-named Brig, he’ boarded, on the 21st of February, the Schooner “ Donna 
Barbara,’ laden with Slaves, whose Master, Thomas Luiz, declared, that he had come from Lagos, 
and was bound to Bahia, and that he had left:the former Place about 8 days: upon which he took 

‘charge of and brought the said Vessel to this Port ; and that, on entering the River Sierra Leone, she 
was seized by Lieutenant Harvey.” ae “{ 

Honorio Machado, the Third Mate, and John Gonzalvez, Cook, corroborate the Master on‘ the 

‘Standing Interrogatories: : 

The Master, being examined on Special Interrogatories on behalf. of the Captor, persists in his 
statement, that the Slaves were taken on beard at Cabinda, and swears, that he left Bahia on the 4th of 
December ; that she arrived at Cabinda on the 9th of January,—remained there 29 days, having left it 
on the 6th of February,—but that he cannot produce any Custom-House Clearance from thence, as 
there are no Brazilian or Portuguese Authorities there ; and that he never declared to Mr. Browne, or 
to Lieutenant Harvey, that he was from Lagos, nor was he asked the question ; and that he had 
neyer been further North than St. Thomas’, during the outward Voyage. 

Ochar, Dadah, Ogobee, and Lafarsee, 4 of the Slaves on board this Vessel, on being examined on 
the part of the Captor, say positively, that they were shipped from a Country called Ako ; the former 
that his Country is called Jabboo, and the latter, whom the Master swears he obtained from a French 

' Captain (whose servant he was) at Cabinda, states, that he was born at a Place 3 days’ journey dis- 
tant from Ako, and that he had been previously shipped on board another Vessel, also lying m the 
Ako Country, and subsequently transhipped on board the “ Donna Barbara.” This Witness declares 
that 4, and the others that only 3, days had elapsed, from the time of their sailing from Ako to the 
period of Capture. 

Jack Wedresday, a liberated ‘African, serving on board His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” was also 
examined on the part of the Captor, and swears, “ that he has been on board a Schooner now in this 
Harbour with Slaves, and that he saw on board of her 4 men and 2 women, whom he formerly 

_ knew in his Country, the name of one of whom is Ochar: that the 6 persons whom he saw are all of 

‘ the same Country as himself.” 

_ In this Case, as in that of the “ Andorinha,’ the Master delayed making any Claim till long after 

‘ the time allowed by the rules of the Court, but a similar explanation of this delay having been given, 

‘ the Court were, on the same ground, induced to waive the objection, and a Claim has been accord- 
ingly filed by the Master, on behalf of the Owner, for the Vessel, her tackle, apparel, furniture, &c. and 
such number of Slaves as, were on board at the time of the Capture by the Brazilian Brig “ Ando- 

_ rinha,” a Prize to His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,” on board which was a Non-commissioned Officer 
as Prize Master; and for the value of such Slaves as have died since Capture, as the sole property of 
Wenceslao’ Miguel de Almeida, an inhabitant of Bahia, and for 400 Spanish Dollars, the Claimant's 
private property, taken from himself by the Prize Master on board his Vessel; and for all-costs, 
charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and expenses, as have arisen, or shall or may arise, by means 
of the said Capture. 

The Affidavit in support of this Claim states, “that the “ Donna Barbara” was captured by the 
Brazilian Brig © Andorinha,” a Prize to His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” on board which was a Non- 
commissioned Officer, on the 21st of February last, in the prosecution of her Voyage from Cabinda to 
Bahia, with a Cargo consisting of 364 Africans, and brought to Sierra Leone ; that the said Vessel 
was captured illegally by a Non-commissioned Officer, on board a Brazilian Brig, hoisting English 
Colours ; that a sailor was put on board to bring the same to Sierra Leone, and that this Deponent 
had to navigate the Vessel himself.” 

Special Interrogatories were put, by permission of the Court, to Severino Luiz, the Boatswain, 
and Antonio Jozé Fernandez, a seaman of the Schooner, in support of the Claim. The Boatswain 
swears, “ that he was on board at the time of Capture; that the name of the Capturing Vessel is 
“ Andorinha ;” that she was under the English Flag, and commanded by an Officer of the rank of 
Sailing Master.” ‘The other Witness deposes, “ that he does not know the name of the Capturing 
Vessel, but that the name of the Owner of her is Joaquim Jozé de Oliveira; that she was under the 
English Flag, and commanded by an Officer who did not wear an epaulette, but that he does not 
know his rank.” j 

| In answer-to a question put to him, by order of the Court, the Master swears, “ that he never did 

HA deliver up the Papers of the said Vessel to Lieutenant Harvey, but that after the Vessel’s arrival 

nn here, he, the Witness, was shewn the said Papers of the Vessel by Mr. Browne, who held them open 

in his hand, and questioned him, as to whether he (the Witness) knew them, and acknowledged 
the same to be such.’ On this occasion Mr. Browne came off with’ Lieutenant Harvey, and Mr. 
Agassis was previously on board, and was present”, 

fn contradiction of this, an Affidavit of Mr. Browne has been filed. He deposes “ that he was 

. present at the time the Papers of the said Vessel were delivered up by the Master to Lieutenant 

. Harvey ; that he heard Lieutenant Harvey ask the said Master, if the Papers, which were lying in 

the larboard bed cabin were all his Papers; that the said Master (having first requested to look at 
them) did, in person, deliver’ the same* to’ Lieutenant Harvey, stating them to be so; that this 
Deponent dil not hold them open in his hand, or ask the said Master any question whatever : and 
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that he, since his arrival in this Port, has recognized the said Vessel to be the same which he, the 
Deponent, saw, in the Month of January last, lying at anchor in Lagos Roads”. “ 
Among the Papers originally brought imto Court.by the,Captor,'there was no’ Log, ‘and upon the 
Court enquiring, after the Monition was returned, whether none such existed, an Affidavit was filed 
by Mr. Browne, to, the following pyurport;—* that onthe 31st of, March> 1829, this, Deponent 
proceeded to the house’ where, he was-informed, Honorio Machado, the Mate of the said Vessel, 
resided, for the purpose of conducting the said Mate to the Court of Mixed Commission to be 
examined, at the imstance of the said Court; that, on entering. the room in which the: said Mate was 
at the time, he immediately, rose from the table at which he had been sitting, which was, covered 
with Papers.; that, the, said Honorio Machado had a pen in his mouth, and appeared, to have been 
employed writing; that this Deponent, immediately seized upon the Papers which were on the 
table,and this Deponentsaith that they are now produced in the same state as when takenas aforesaid ; 
that the said Honorio Machado attempted to prevent. Deponent from obtaining possession. of the 
same; and this, Deponent saith, that the Papers at the time he seized, them, as aforesaid, bore evident 
marks of haying been very recently written, the ink being still wet; that, during the passage to this 
Port in the said Vessel, this Deponent demanded the Log of the “ Donna Barbara,’ from the 
Master, who stated that he had nothing to do with the Log, that it was kept by Honorio Machado, the 
Mate, to whom the said Master referred this Deponent ;. that, on demanding the same from the said 


- Honorio Machado,, the Mate, be stated that. he had.not got it; and this Deponent further saith, that 


he repeatedly applied to the said Mate, but never could obtain the same,, the Mate stating. that he 


had not got it.” 


The Paper thus produced purports to be the Log of the outward-bound Voyage from Bahia to 
Cabinda, and to be kept. by the Mate, Honorio Machado, in addition to which the Master, at the 
same time, delivered one to the Registrar as the Log of the said Vessel from Cabinda to the time.of 
Capture. . Both these Documents bear evident marks of the fact sworn to by Mr. Browne, namely, 
of their having been very recently written, and a close examination of them fully confirms the sus- 
picion, which their non-production in the first instance, and the evasive replies given by both Master 
and Mate, although they both swear, that no concealment of Papers was attempted, gave rise to, viz. 
that they were fabricated for the occasion, and that, too, in so hurried and bungling a manner as 
to carry their own refutation on the face of them. This could be easily shewn, if requisite, as well 
as the falschood of the assertion, that the course of the “ Donna Barbara” was at all times, when the 
weather permitted, directed to the Port of Bahia; but the other circumstances of the Case, such as 
their original, suppression, the pretended ignorance of the name,of the Lader, said to be at Cabinda, 
and the Evidence of the 3 Slaves themselves, (without adverting to that of Jack Wednesday), who 
all state, positively, that they were shipped at Ako only a few days before Capture, together with 
the first declaration, sworn by Mr. Browne to have been made to him by the Master, that he was 
come from Lagos, render this unnecessary. Indeed, the Master, by only incidentally mentioning, in 
his Claim, the pretended circumstance of his departure from Cabinda, seems tacitly to abandon that 
ground of defence, and to rest his Claim on the incompetency of the Officer and Vessel, by which he 
was first detained, to make Captures. This, in fact, forms the only difficulty,—this bemg, in itself, 
a clear case o° traffick in Slaves to the North of the Line. If any doubt could have existed on this 
point, the Affidavit that has just been read of a Seaman on board the “ El Almirante,’ who deposes 
to having seen the “ Donna Barbara” at Lagos in January last, as well as a passage in a Letter 
found on board the “ Carolina,” confessedly dispatched from Lagos, in which the Writer says— 
«TI sent you a Letter by the “ Donna Barbara’ *—would completely remove it. As little can it be 
denied that the zeal of Mr. Browne betrayed him into an illegal and unwarranted act ; and had the 
Case stopped here, and this Officer been the person to bring this Vessel before the Court for adjudi- 
cation, she must necessarily have been restored ; but, as it now stands, the Court know nothing of 
Mr. Browne as Captor, he appears before them only as a Witness in this Cause, and the “ Donna 
Barbara’ is brought into Court as a Prize to the “ Paul Pry,” Tender to His Majesty's Ship « Sy- 
bille,” and commanded by Lieutenant Harvey, duly authorized and furnished with Instructions to 
make Seizures of Vessels engaged in the illegal tratlick in Slaves ; and even supposing the Owners 
to be entitled to claim redress from the original Detainer of this Vessel, the Court can have no hesi- 
tation in pronouncing the said Schooner “ Donna Barbara,’ her tackle, apparel and furniture, and 
the goods, wares, and merchandize laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and 
Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, and, ‘as such, subject and hable to confis- 
cation; and condemn the same, as taken in such illicit traffick by the « Paul Pry,” ‘Tender to, His 
Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” Lieutenant Harvey, commanding ; and, moreover, pronounce the said 
Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from Slavery, and to be employed as servants or free 
labourers ;. and also, that it has been proved that, at the time ef passing tis Sentence, 162 males, 
wiz. 86 men and 76,boys; and 189 females, viz. 129 women and G0 girls, compose the whole of 
the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,—6 having died since Capture. ' : : 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH, 


iT 





No. 53. 


Eis Majestys Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received June 16.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, Aprid 15, 1829. 
WE have the honour to enclose, herewith, the Report of the Case of the 
Brazilian Brigantine “ Carolina,” furnished with a Commercial Passport, 
dated Rio de Janciro, 3d January 1829, for a Voyage to Onim, and captured, 


-on the 6th of March last, by the “Black Joke,” Tender to His’Majesty’s Ship | 
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Sybille, in Latitude 5°11/ North, Longitude 4° 307 East, with 420 Slaves on 
board, said to have been shipped at Lagos the day previous. 

The Declaration of the Captor, Lieutenant Downes, states, that the Master 
declared this Vessel to be bound from Lagos to Bahia; but, in answer to 
Standing Interrogatories, the Master and Cook both swore, that the Slaves, 
which, with the Vessel, belonged to Joao Alvez da Silva Porta, of Rio de 
Janeiro, were taken on board at Molembo. In a subsequent Declaration of 
the former, however, which he voluntarily came forward and begged to be 
allowed to make, and which was filed in Evidence, he swore, that the Slaves 
were shipped at Onim, only 19 hours previous to Capture; and that the said 
Vessel sailed direct from Rio de Janeiro to Cape St. Paul, and from thence to 
Onim. The “ Carolina” was, accordingly, condemned by us, on the 13th 
Instant, and her Slaves, to the number of 399, decreed to be emancipated. 

The perjury thus exhibited is now, we are sorry to say, become too noto- 
rious a practice to require any more particular notice from us; but your 
Lordship will further perceive, in this Case, proof of anew system of fraud 

not hitherto generally followed, but which, we have little doubt, will now be 
universally adopted. We allude to the abandonment by Slavers of the 
regular Slave Passport, and the providing themselves with simple Commercial 
ones. A number of Letters found on board this Vessel, all speak of the 
Writer sending so many Slaves to this and that person, in return for such 
and such goods; thus fully establishing the fact, that the * Carolina” was 
from the very first, destined for the Slave-trade, yet the Authorities at 
Rio de Janciro, scrupled not to grant her a Commercial Passport, which, had 
the Slaves not actually been found on board, would have screened her from 
Capture, and she would, on her arrival in the Brazils, have reported herself 
as from Molembo. ' - 
We have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. WM. SMITH. 


ot. Se. &e. 





Enclosure in No. 53. 


Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “Carolina,” condemned, on the 13th of 
April 1829, in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “ Carolina,’ furnished with a Commercial Pass-_ 
port fora Voyage to Onim, dated Rio de Janeiro the 3d of January, 1829, and captured, on the 6th of 
March, in or about Latitude 5° 11’ North, Longitude 4° 30’ East, by the “ Black Joke,” Lieutenant 
Downes commanding, Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” having on board a Cargo of 420 
Slaves, said to have been shipped at Lagos the day before Capture. 

This Vessel arrived here on the 31st of March ; the Slaves were landed on the recommendation of 
the Surgeon to the Court ; the Monition was issued on the 4th, and returned, certified to have been 
duly served, on the 13th of April. 

In this Case the distinct and voluntary confession of the Master, that his Vessel had never been at 
Molembo, and that the Slaves were taken on board at Onim, renders it superfluous to go through 
the previous Evidence of himself and Cook, in which they swore, that they had been shipped at 
Molembo on the 25th or 26th of February. Indeed, on their own shewing, that assertion disproved 
itself, for they were captured, on the 6th of March, in Latitude 5° 117 North; and the Court only 
refer to it as affording another lamentable instance of the total disregard evinced by persons 
engaged in Slave-trade transactions, to the most solemn obligation of an oath. Lamentable, indeed, 
it is on the seore of morality, but, as regards the labours of the Cominissioners, they are relieved 
from much of the anxiety, which, in ordinary circumstances, Cases of conflicting evidence would 
naturally entail upon them. After this, and some of the late instances before them, they cannot but 
© feel that their decisions must be formed on the circumstantial Evidence of the Case, rather than 6n 

the Testimony of the Parties interested, to which no credit can be given beyond what it may other- 
wise receive from such Evidence. 

The illicit employment of this Vessel being thus established, the Court pronounce the said 
Brigantine, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, 
to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traflick in Slaves, 
and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation ; and condemn the same, as taken in such illicit traftick, 

by His Majesty's Ship Sybille, Commodore Collier, C. B. ; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves 
Natives of Africa, to be‘emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; 
and also, that it has been proved that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 64 men, 186 women, 
67 boys, and 82 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,—21 having 
died between the period of Capture and Adjudication, 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH. 
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No. 54. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Aug. 30.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, June 14, 1829. 


_ WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that, at a meeting of the 
British Commissioners, on the 6th of May 1829, M. Jozé de Paiva presented 
His Brazilian Majesty’s Alvara, dated Rio de Janeiro, the 18th of June 1828, 
constituting and appointing him His Imperial Majesty’s Commissary Judge 
in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission, established in this 
Colony. 

M. de Paiva also presented a Certificate from the principal Magistrate here, 
of his having taken the Oath required by the Treaty, and, accordingly, 
entered upon the duties of his Office. ) 

This announcement would have been made earlier to your Lordship, had 
the state of Mr. George Jackson’s health permitted him to attend to any duty 
whatever; and, subsequent to his departure for England, the distressing state 
in which this Colony has been, from an epidemic fever, has prevented any 


-publick duty from being carried on. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
: , (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. WM. SMITH. 
be &e. &ec. 
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No. 55. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Recewed Aug, 30.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, June 25, 1829. 


WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that, at the first Court of the 
British and Brazilian Mixed Commission, since the assumption of the duties 
ot M. de Paiva, as His Imperial Majesty’s Commissary Judge, held Yesterday, 
for the adjudication of the Brazilian Schooner “ Mensageira,” captured for 
illegally trading in Slaves; M. de Paiva demanded, in the name of his Go- 
vernment, that his Protest against the Proceedings of the British and Bra- 
zilian Court, previous to his forming one of the Members of that Court, 
should be entered on the Journal of the Court. This proposition we con- 
ceived it to be our duty to refuse, remarking, that if the Judgments pro- 
nounced by the Court were not in accordance with the Treaty between Great 
Britain and Brazil, it was a matter for settlement between the two Govern- 
“ments :—a Minute to that effect was recorded, a Copy of which M. de Paiva 
has demanded, under the Seal of the Court, to forward to his Government ; 
and a Copy of which we beg to enclose, for the information of your Lordship. 

A Copy of the Protest in question was forwarded to your Lordship by Mr. 
George Jackson, in his Despatch, dated the 19th of November, 1828. 
We have the honour to be, &c, 





ae ay | _ (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
_ The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, KT. | WM. SMITH. 

sod Ryn «3 Se: §c. GC. 

fretaiye sg oN Enclosure in No. 55. 


Minute,respecting the Demand of M. de Paiva, Brazilian Commissary Judge. 
ol Chait ear Wednesday, the 24th day of June, in the Year of our Lord, 1829. 


_ HIS Imperial Majesty’s Commissary Judge, by direction of his Government, called upon the Court 
to direct that his Protest might be entered as a Record on the Minutes, against all, and every, Decision, 
Sentence, or Decree, which had heretofore been given therein, since the Court had assumed the desige 
nation of the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission ; and that the Registrar be instructed 
ie give to him a Copy of the Minute, to that effect, under the Seal of the said Court. 


His Britannick: Majesty's Commissioners, in reply, declared, that they could, in no wise, allow a 


“Protest to be entered on the Records of the Court, impugning its Judgments ; which Judgments, if 


not in accordance with the Treaties between Great Britain and Brazil, were a matter for settlement 
between the two Governments, - rif re 
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No. 56. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Aug .30.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, June 26,1829. | 
WITH the present Despatch, we have the honour of forwarding to your 
Lordship, the Report of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Mensageira,” 
captured, on the 15th of February last, by the ‘* Cornelia,” (Tender to Mis 
Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” ) on the Bar of the Bonny River, with a Cargo of 
353 Slaves on board. 

After the detention of this Vessel she was taken to Fernando Po, where, in 
consequence of the unhealthy state in which the Slaves were, Captain Owen 
landed the whole of them. A Copy of the Survey held at Fernando Po, 
which led to Captain Owen’s adopting this measure, and Copy of his Receipt. 
for the 127, whom he kept there, are subjoined to the Report. 

The Brazilian Commissary Judge having fully coincided with His Majesty’s 
Commissary Judge in opinion, on the gross infraction, by the ‘* Mensagewa,” 
of the Treaty for the suppression of the illicit traffick in Slaves, Sentence of 
Condemnation was passed upon ber, and her surviving Slaves decreed to be 
emancipated, on the 24th Instant. 

The number of Slaves that died from the time of this Vessel’s leaving Fer- 
nando Po, until her adjudication, being nearly one half of them, will, we 
doubt not, excite your Lordship’s attention: and, while we lament such a 
deplorable loss of lite, we deem it our duty to point to the Report of the 
Surgeon to the Court, and the Declaration of Captain Owen, both embodied 
in the Report of the Case, for the causes which led to such direful ravages. 
amongst the unfortunate Slaves. Dr. Boyle has since informed, us that, of 
the 66 who. died on Shore here, all were, with, the exception of one or two 
eases of bowel complaint, brought on by exposure to the inclemency of the 
weather, on her Voyage to this Port, at this particular Season of the Year, and 
being predisposed to that complaint from. badness of food. To the same’ 
causes may be attributed the number that died from the time of this Vessel’s. 
leaving Fernando Po, until her arrival in this Harbour. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. WM. SMITH, 
&e, §e. &e. 


— 


* 
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Report of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “Mensageira,” Lgnacio Alvez. 
Martha, Master. 


THE Brazilian Schooner “ Mensageira,’ was furnished with an Imperial Passport, dated Rio de 
Janeiro, the: 7th. October, 1828, authorizing a Voyage for a Cargo of Slaves, not exceeding 316, to: 
the Port of Cabinda, with liberty to touch. at Princes’ Island.—She was. captured, on the 15th of 
February last, by the “ Cornelia,” (Tender to His. Majesty's Ship “ Eden,”) William Fitzwilliam. 
Owen, Esq. Captain, on the Bar of the Bonny River, with 353: Slaves on board, said, to have been: 
shipped in the River on the same day. 

This Vessel arrived here on the 5th May, and was immediately visited by the Surgeon to: the 
Courts, who,in his Report on the state of the Slaves-on: board this Vessel, stated, that the people on 
board were particularly unhealthy ; that 19 were afficted with a peculiar species of ulcer, of a very 
malignant character.; which, from the statement that. no such complaint existed at the time of Capp. 
ture, and that it appeared and spread before the Vessel’s departure from Fernando Po, where, it is 
reported,, the Slaves were landed and remained about 5 Weeks, was evidently contracted at 
that Island.; that many were greatly debilitated from. the effects. of bowel complaint, or “ Craw 
Craw,” or. both, and that ophthalmia prevailed: from. all which he recommended them to be landed: 
2s soon as possible; for the purpose of obtaining medical assistance, and|they were landed accordingly. 

‘The Ship’s Papers, the day after her arrival, were: lodged in Coust, duly authenticated by the Afiida- 
vit of James Badgley, Esq. Acting Commander of His Majesty's Ship “Eden.” A, Monition, was, 
issued on the 7th May, and returned, certified to have been duly-served, om the 15th. 

Captain Owen, in his Declaration, states, 245 to have been sickly atthe time of Capture, and “on 
account. of the very. crowded and sickly. state of the Negroes, it was thought expedient bythe Sur- 
yeying Officers to remove the Slaves to the Shore, where they could be much better. taken.care of, as. 
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will be seen by the Report of Survey held thereon, and they were accordingly so landed,” and 
remained there for a considerable time. Copy of the said Survey is subjoined, as also Copy of a 
Receipt, filed in the Case, for 127 of the Slaves, whom Captain Owen had deemed it his duty to 
keep at Fernando Po, “ for the preservation of their health.” 

The Master, Ignacio Alvez Martha, the only Witness in this Case, (2 other Witnesses having died 
on board His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” on their way up here), swore, that the Schooner “ belonged 
to Joze Fernandes de Oliveira Penna, of Rio de Janeiro, who appointed hini to the command of her, 
at that Port, in the Month of Angust 1828, where the present Voyage began,and where it was to 
have ended; that the Rivers Calabar and Bonny were the only Places touched at previous to Cap- 
ture ; that 353 Slaves were taken on board in the latter River ; and that they were to have been 
delivered to the aforesaid Owner, Jozé Fernandes de Ohveira Penna.” 

The illicit employment of this Vessel in the Slave-trade being thus established, the Court passed 
Sentence of Condemnation upon her, and emancipated I17 Slaves,—I09 having died between the 
period of Capture and Adjudication (43 on the passage up, and 66 since her arrival in this Port), and 
also decreed the emancipation of the 127 Slaves, or the survivors of them, who were landed at 
Fernando Po, the number of whom could not be ascertained. 

(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS, 
WM. SMITH. 





Second Enclosure in No. 56. 


Survey held at Fernando Po, on the state of the Slaves on board the 
«¢ Mensageira.” 


| IN pursuance to an order from W. F. W. Owen, Esq. Captain of His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” 
| &c. &c. We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been on board the Brazilian Schooner 
« Mensageira,’ and have there taken a strict and careful Survey upon the Slaves on board of her, and 
upon their state, and find as follows :—160 on deck, without accommodation for them below, and 
the whole number, 353, suffering so much, from their crowded state, from dysentery, ophthalmia, and 
ulcers, that we recommend their being immediately landed, to save their lives ; and we also recom- 
mend their being detained on Shore, until the Vessel be properly equipped and prepared for her. 
Voyage to Sierra Leone. 


Given under our hands on board His Majesty's Ship “¢ Eden;” in Clarence Cove, this 19th day of 
February 1829. ; 
(Signed) JAMES BADGLEY, Acting Commander. 

WM. BURN, M. D., Surgeon. 





Third Enclosure in No. 56. 
Receipt of Captain. Owen for 127 Slaves, landed at Fernando Po, from the’ 


«© Mensageira.” 


RECEIVED from the-Brazilian Schooner “ Mensageira,” the following Slaves —viz. 
1 Males, 57. Females, 70. 
The above being sickly I have deemed it my duty to land, for the preservation of their health. 


Given under my hand, on board His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,’ this 22d day of February 1829. 
(Signed) W.F. W. OWEN, Captain of H. M. S. “ Eden,” and: 
| Superintendant of Clarence. 


| No: 57. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to John Backhouse, Esq.—( Received Aug.30.)- 


Sir, Sierra Leone, July '21, 1829.-- 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year’of the 
Reign of His. present. Majesty, entitled. “ An Act to amend and consolidate’ 
the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade ;” and, iniconfermity 
to that passed in the 7th and 8th Years of His said Majesty's Reign, entitled,. 
| *« An Act to carry into execution a Convention. between His Majesty and The 
Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave- 
trade,” we have the honour to enclose a Return of all the Cases of Brazilian. 
Vessels adjudicated in the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission, 
established here, from the 1st of January, to the Ist of July 1829. : 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS.. 
ec. Oi Sie WM... SMITEL. 
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No. 58. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Loreign Office, November 30, 1829. 


I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, Copies of Corres- 
pondence which passed between the Chargé d’Affaires of The Emperor of 
Brazil and myself, in August, September, and October, last, * on the subject 
of the construction to be given to that Stipulation of the Convention with 
Brazil, of the 20th of November 1826, which regulates the period for the 
abolition of the African Slave-trade of Brazil; and I likewise transmit to you, 
the Copy of a Letter, which I addressed, under date of the 18th Instant, to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, conveying His Majesty’s Com- 
mand, that the Commanders of His Majesty’s Cruizers shall be instructed 
that Brazilian Slave-ships, which shall have finally quitted the African Coast, 
on or before the 13th of March 1830, shall not be held to have incurred the 
liability of being treated as Pirates, under the Convention with Brazil, in 
consequence of being found at Sea after the said period, in the bond fide 
prosecution of that particular homeward Voyage, which had commenced on 
or betore the 13th of March 1830. 

You will take the Instructions here laid down as the rule of your conduct 
in the Cases to which they may apply. 

Iam, &c. 


INis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
* See Class B. 


Enelosure in No. 58. 


The Karl of Aberdeen to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


My Lorps, Foreign Office, November 18, 1829. 

I TRANSMIT, herewith, to your Lordships, the Copies of a Correspondence which has passed 
between the Chargé d’Affaires of ‘The Emperor of the Brazil and myself, on the subject of the 
construction to be given to that Stipulation of the Convention with Brazil, of the 20th of November 
1826, which regulates the period for the abolition of the African Slave-trade of Brazil ; and I have te 
signify to your Lordships The King’s pleasure, that, in accordance with the purport of the Note, 
which, by His Majesty's Command, I addressed to the Chevalier de Mattos, on the 16th of September 
last, the requisite Instructions be issued to the Commanders of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels, 
that, in virtue of the Compacts in force between Great Britain and Brazil, by which the trade in 
Slaves may be lawfully carried on by the Subjects of the latter Power, on the Coast of Africa, until 
the 13th of March 1830, Brazilian Slave-ships, which shall be proved to have finally quitted the 
African Coast, on or before the said period, may be permitted to prosecute and finish their Voyages 
direct from Africa to a Port in Brazil, without incurring the liability of being treated as Pirates under 
the Convention, in consequence of being found at Sea after the 13th of March, 1830, in the bond 
fide prosecution of that particular homeward Voyage, which had commenced on or before the day just 
mentioned, 

I am, ‘&c. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 





No. 59. 
Lhe Larl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 2, 1829. 

I TRANSMITTED to His Majesty’s Advocate-General, the Despatches 
which I received from you, relating tothe steps which you had taken on 
the occasion of a demand made by M. de Paiva, Brazilian Commissary- 
Judge, that his Protest against the proceedings of the British and Bra- 


zilian Court, previous to his forming one of its Members, should ‘be entered: 
on the Journals of the Court. 
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I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, that The King’s Advocate is of 
opinion; that the steps which you have taken, with respect to the Protest of 
M. de Paiva, have been correct and proper ; that M. de Paiva had no interest 
or concern in those Cases which had been adjudicated before his Appoint- 
ment; and that it would, therefore, have been improper to have permitted 
his Protest against the proceedings to appear on the Records of the Court. 

The King’s Advocate adds, that, if the Brazilian Owners conceive, that 
they have sustained any injury by the absence of a Commissioner on the 
part of Brazil, the cause of it is attributable solely to the delay of their 
own Government, in appointing a proper Person to fill the Office. 

Iam, &c. 


His Majesty's Commisszoners. (Signed) ABERDEEN, 





No. 60. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 7, 1829. 


A REPORT having reached this Country, that the Brazilian Merchants 
intend, after the period stipulated by Treaty for the abolition of Brazilian 
Slave-trade, to bring Negroes from the Coast of Africa, on the plea of the 
Blacks being Colonists or Servants, who have entered into contracts, to 
serve their Importers or Agents, during a term of years, in consideration of 
certain money or goods Jent to them, with which they are to purchase their 
freedom; the Case has been hypothetically submitted to His Majesty’s 
Advocate-General ; who has reported, that the pretence under which it is in 
this Report supposed that Negroes will continue to be imported nto Brazil, 
cannot be considered in any other point of view than as an attempt to con- 
tinue that trade under another name. 

The King’s Advocate, adverting to the Ist Article of the Convention of 
November 1826, which declares, that, from the period therein named, 
“it shall not be lawful for the Subjects of The Emperor of Brazil to be 
concerned in the carrying on of the African Slave-trade, under any pretext 


or in any manner whatever,” has stated it to be his opinion, that if any 


Brazilian Subjects shall have recourse to the expedient suggested, they will 
be liable to be treated and dealt with, in the same manner, as if they had 
been more openly and directly engaged in the traffick for Slaves. 

I communicate this opinion to you, for your information and guidance, 
in the event of the facts contemplated coming under your view. 


I have, &c. 
Mis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 





nee rn 
No. 61. 
His Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(iecewed Dee. 21 ) 


(Extract.) Sterra Leone, September 26, 1829. 


WE have the honour to enclose, with the present Despatch, for your 
Lordship’s information, a Report of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner 
“ Ceres,’ of Rio de Janeiro, which Vessel was captured, by His Majesty’s 
Brig “ Plumper,” Lieutenant Greer Commander, in Latitude 1° 30“ North, 
Longitude 9° .6/ East; having on board 279 Slaves, who were shipped, on 
the 2d of the same Month, in the River Cameroons. 

The fact of the “ Ceres” having been taken, carrying on the illicit traffick 
in Slaves to the Northward of the Equator, was fully proved: and, at a 
Court held on the 22d Instant, Sentence of Condemnation was recorded 
against her, and her surviving Slaves decreed to be emancipated. 
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The unusually large number of the Slaves of the “ Ceres” who died, 
from the period of her Capture unto the day of her Adjudication, being 
nearly 3-5ths of the whole, naturally led us to enquire what had caused such 
a direful loss of life; and we learnt, from Lieutenant Greer, that it came to 
his knowledge, after he had dispatched her to this Port, that the water which 
the “ Ceres” had on board, had been taken from alongside, at low water, in 
the River Cameroons, whilst she was receiving her Cargo, which water, being 
exceedingly brackish, caused dysentery :—this, together with most of the 
Slaves being also afflicted with worms, led to the above unfortunate result. | 

The “ Ceres” was, formerly, the Spanish Schooner “ Gertrudes,” ¢con- 
demned, in the British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, on the 2d 
of February 1828, and sold, as usual, under Decree of that Court, at publick 
auction. (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 


( Brazil.) 


Fhe Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&ec. Orcs Se. 





Enclosure in No. 61. 


Report of the Case of the Brazilan Schooner “Ceres,” Joao Baptista 
Bregara, Master. 


THE Brazilian Schooner “ Ceres,” Joao Baptista Bregara, Master, and owned by Jozé Botelho 
de Sequeira Mattos Araujo and Company, of Rio de Janeiro, sailed from that Port in the beginning 
of last June, furnished with an Imperial Passport, No. 745, dated the 5th of June 1829, authorizing 
a Voyage to Molembo, touching at the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, for a Cargo of Slaves, 
whose numbers were not to exceed 295: and she was captured, by His Majesty's Brig Plumper, 
Lieutenant Greer, Commander, on the 6th day of August following, in 1° 30’ North Latitude, 
9° 167 East Longitude, with 279 Slaves on board, who had been shipped, 4 days previously, in the 
River. Cameroons. 

The “ Ceres” arrived in this Harbour on the Evening of the 10th of September, having lost, by 
death, on her way up hither, 100 of the unfortunate Slaves. On the 11th, the Surgeon to the Court, 
(Mr. Boyle) made his Report, in which he stated, that he found 18 extremely ill from dysentery, 
whom he recommended to be landed for medical attendance. On the same day, the Ship's Papers 
were filed, duly authenticated by the Affidavit of Lieutenant Greer. On the 12th, a Petition was 
presented to the Court to allow all the Slaves on board the “ Ceres’ to be landed, which was granted, 
and they were landed, and delivered into the charge of the Colonial Authorities, early on the follow- 
ing day. On the 14th, the Proctor, on behalf of Lieutenant Greer, prayed that the usual Monition, 
citing all parties interested in the “ Ceres” before the Court, might go forth, which was granted the 
same day, and was returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 22d following. On the 15th,: 
the Witnesses in the Cause were examined on the Standing Interrogatories. Joao Baptista Bregara, 
the Master, deposed, “ that the Owners, Jozé Botelho de Sequeira Mattos Araujo and Company, 
appointed him ‘to the command of the “ Ceres” about 34 Months back, at Rio de Janeiro, 
where they also reside ; that he had. known the Vessel about 12 Months, when she was brought: 
from the Coast of Africa, and purchased by the aforesaid Owners, from Platt, Millen, and Reed, at 
Rio de Janeiro ; that the “ Ceres” sailed under the Brazilian Flag, and was detained to the North- 
ward of the Line, with Slaves on board ; that the present Voyage commenced ‘at Rio de Janeiro, 
and was to have ended there ; that the Cameroons was the last Place the Vessel sailed from previous 
to Capture ;. that the “ Ceres did not, touch or anchor at any other Place during the present Voyage, 
but at the Cameroons ; that the whole of the Slaves on board were purchased by Witness at the 
Cameroons, and were consigned to the aforesaid Owners, Jozé Botelho de Sequeira Mattos Araujo 
and Company, at Rio de Janeiro ; for whose real account, risk, and benefit, they were shipped.” 
Joze Joaquim de Souza Pinto, Mate of the “ Ceres,” confirmed the Master's testimony in every par- 
ticular, with the exception, that he did not know from whom the present Owners of the « Ceres’s 

purchased her. ; 

The Capture of the “ Ceres’ being, therefore, perfectly legal, and the British and Brazilian Com- 
missary Judges agreeing in opinion, that this was a just Case for Confiscation, under the Convention 
between Great Britam and Brazil, for the suppression of the illicit traffick in Slaves, pronounced 
Sentence of Condemnation upon the “ Ceres” at a Court held on the 22d Instant, as good and lawful 
Prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Brazil, and emancipated the surviving Slaves captured on 
board of her, to the number of 128,—151 of the unfortunate creatures having died between the’ 
period, of her Capture and Condemnation ; viz. 100 on her Voyage up hither, 18 in the Harbour 
and 33 after they were landed. a 

Le dees (Signed)  -H. J. RICKETTS: 

WM, SMITH, “:-5 
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No. 62. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.— ‘Received Dec. 21.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, September 26, 1829. 


WE have the honour to forward, herewith, a Report of the Case of the 
Brazilian Schooner “ Emilia,” of Bahia, Pedro Jozé Netto, Master. 

The “ Emilia” was detained by the “ Dallas,” Tender, belonging to, and 
under the command of a Lieutenant of, His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” Com- 
modore Collier, on the 16th of August last, in Latitude 5° 16‘ North, Lon- 

itude 5° 3’ East, having on board 486 Slaves. 

The British and Brazilian Commissary Judges coinciding in opinion, Sen- 
tence of Condemnation was passed upon her, and her surviving Slaves decreed 
to be emancipated, on the 22d Instant. 

We beg, most respectfully, to refer your Lordship to the Report, for the 
detail of circumstances under which the “ Emi/a” was captured and con- 
demned, as those circumstances did not present other than the ordinary fea- 
tures attendant upon Vessels engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Sc. &e. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 62. 


Report of the Case of the Brazilan Schooner “ Emilta,” Pedro Jazé Netto, 
Master. 


THE Brazilian Schooner “ Emilia,’ commanded by Pedro Jozé Netto, and owned by Mignel 
Luiz Vianna, was furnished with an Imperial Passport from the President of the Province of Rahia, 
(to which Port she belonged,) No. 20, dated the 30th of May 1829, authorizing a legitimate 
Voyage, for a Cargo of Slaves, to Ambriz, whose numbers were not to exceed 402. 

he “ Emilia,” instead of proceeding to Ambriz, where the Slave-trade still continues to be legal, 
sailed direct for Lagos, in the Bight of Benin, at which Port she shipped a Cargo of Slaves, and was 
captured, on her return to Bahia, by the “ Dallas,” Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” a few 
hours only after she had departed with them from Lagos. 

The “ Emilia” arrived in this Harbour on the 12th of September, having lost 51 Slaves, by death, 
on her way up to this Port. 

The Surgeon to the Court made his Report on the state of the Slaves on the same day, anda 
Petition from the Proctor for the Captor, to allow the whole of them to be landed, being granted, 
they were accordingly disembarked and delivered into the charge of the Colonial Authorities, early on 
the Morning of the 13th, On the 12th, the Ship’s Papers were brought into Court, duly authenti- 
cated, by the Affidavit of James David Agassiz, Esq, Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” and 
Prize Master of the “ Emilia.” A Monition was prayed for on the 14th, which, being granted, went 
forth, and was returned, duly certified, on the 22d following. 

The Witnesses produced in this Cause were, the Master of the “ Emilia,’ Pedro Jozé Netto, and 
the Cook, Francisco Suanno, who were examined, on the 15th and 16th, on the Standing Interroga- 
tories. Pedro Jozé Netto swore, “ that the “ Emilia” sailed under Brazilian Colours, and was owned 
by Miguel Luiz Vianna; and that she was detained on account of having Slaves on board ; that the 

resent Voyage began at Bahia, and was to have ended there ; Lagos was the last Plase the Vessel 
sailed from previous ‘to Capture ; that she had not touched or anchored at any Place during the 
Voyage, but at Lagos ; that the Capturing Ship was first seen,on the 15th of August, about 2 hours 
after getting under weigh from Lagos, and the “ Emilia’ was overtaken on the Morning of the 16th, 
in sight of Cape Formosa; that the Slaves on board were purchased and shipped by Witness at 
Lagos, and were to have been delivered to the aforesaid Owner, Niguel Luiz Vianna, at Bahia, for 
whose real account and risk they had been shipped.” Francisco Suanno, the Cook, confirmed the 
Master’s testimony of the illegality of the Voyage, in which the “ Emilia” was engaged when 
captured. 

A Court was held for her adjudication on the 22d Inst., and the illicit traffick in Slaves having been 
unquestionably established, Sentence of Condemnation was pronounced upon the ‘ Emilia,’ as good 
and lawful Prize; the surviving Slaves were, at the same time, decreed to be emancipated, to the 
number of 435,—53 having died previous to adjudication, (51 coming up, and 2 after arrival in this 
Harbour,) 486 having been captured, and 2 infants, subsequent thereto, born on board. 

(Signed) H. J. RICKETIS. 
WM. SMITH. 
8 
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His Majesty s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen:—(Receiiéd May 26.) 
My Lorp, ee Serra Leone, March 4, 1829. © 


~ WE have the honour to transmit, herewith, the Report of the Case of the 
Portuguese Brig “ Vingador,” captured: by His Majesty’s Ship “ Primirose;”. 
on the 15th of January, in Latitude 12° 17” North, Longitude.16° 547 West, 
having, as declared by the Captor, 223 Slaves on board, said. .to have been: 
shipped from the ‘Town of Cacheo, in the day time, on Sunday the 1tth of 
January. \ odeekt , Da ees uaa 5 re ry oo <3 + Fare 
This Vessel was brought into this Harbour at the same time as the 
« Aurelia,” (which will form the subject of our next Despatch) but, 
although furnishing a most unequivocal and flagrant Case of illicit traflick, 
the Court thought it expedient, from the connexion existing between the 2 
Vessels, to delay her adjudication till Yesterday, (the ‘day on whicli Sentence 
was to be pronounced on the ‘* Aurelia,” when she was condemned by us as 
engaged in the ilheit traffick, and the Slaves, to the number of 220, were 
emancipated ; one of those designated as Slaves by the Captor having proved 
that she was a free woman, and 2 having died since Capture. om 
Asa proof of the loose way in which the Governor of the Cape de Verds 
grants Passports, we beg leave to enclose a Translation of that which De 
Lima, one of the Owners of this Brig, and of part of the Slaves, produced 
as his only authority to leave the Province, and to observe that the Passport 
for the Vessel was simply for a Voyage: to the Brazils, touching at the different 
Islands of the same. ely A Pane sh PATE ore ws 
One of the Witnesses says, that Maranham was the destined: Port, and 
among the Papers found on board are Bills of Lading for Slaves to be delivered 


at the Havana. “We have the honour to be, &c. >” 
_ (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. H. J. RICKETTS. 
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First Enclosure in No. G4. 


Case of the Portuguese Brig “ Vingador,” condemned, on the 3d of March 
1829, ix the British and Portuguese Court of Mived Comission. .. 


> PHS is the Case of the Portuguese Brig “ Vingador ;” the only Passport found on board of her 
being 1 from-the Governor of the Cape de Verd Islands, dated at Villa de Praya, so long ago as the 
14th day of February 1828, authorizing her to proceed ona Voyage to Brazil, touching at the: 
different Islands of that Province, and describing her as commanded and owned by Joao Jacinto: 
de Freitas. . , a a hciats ; 

“On the back of this Passport, is a Visa, purporting to be by the same Governor, dated at Villa de 
Praya, 11th’ November of the same Year, for a Voyage to Cacheo and back, and stating the Captain 
of the Brig to be Jozé Bernardo Xavier Alfarna, but there is no.Visa or Signature of any Authority 
whatever, at Cacheo, attached to, it. She was captured, on the 15th January 1829, sailing under 
Portuguese Colours, by His Majesty's sap « Primrose,” then at anchor of the River Cacheo, in 
Latitude 12°17’ North, Longitude 16° 54” Wesf, Having, as declared by the Captor, 223 ‘Slaves.on 
board, said to have been shipped from the Town of Cacheo, in the daytime, en Sunday the Lith-of. 
January. : 


- 'This Vessel arrived in this. Harbour, on the 21st of January ; the Slaves were immediately landed. 
dn the recommendation of Dr. Boyle ; the Monition was issued on the 23d; ‘and duly returtied on. 
thé. 31st, of the same Month. AY webuir bass t FORK S25 ws Haw, or3 
~ Jozé Bernardo. Xavier Alfarna, on his examination, ssvears ,“ that the Second Mate, Joao, Jacipte 
de. Freitas, and the Third. Mate, Joao Jozé. Claudio de Lima, were the Owners of the Vessel, and 
re of the Slaves ; that they appointed him to the command of the “ Vingador,” at the Jclind of 
3rava, in October last; that the Voyage began at’ the Cale dé Verds, and was to have-ended at 
Brazil; that Cacheo was the last Place the Vessel sailed from ;, that the Slaves were taken on beard 
there, to the number: of: 214, exclusive of infants, and that he-dees net know if the Vessel was. dure 
nished with a Royal Passport to carry Slaves : has,never seen. it.” ‘ 


\ ‘7 f 


. Lhe Second and Third Mates, in answer to the same Interroga 
this Evidence, the Second naming Maranham as the actual’Port at which the Voyage was to-have: 
énded, and both swear, positively, “ that the Vessel: was not furnished with a Passport-to garry: 
Slaves." Saute 7g here amrtt, mic bovoin. vl moduslalias. onivad. 20 Ee Oe 
., Lhe illicit employment of this Vessel in the Slave-trad¢ being thus clearly admitted, and no Claim 


bees 
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ant appearing, the Court pronounce the gaid Brie “ Virgador,” ‘het tackle, apparel, and furniture, 


and the goods, wares, and merchanilize’ fadén’ tHetelli, fo Have beén; at the time of the Capture eitdl 
Seizare thereof, engaged im the illicit traflick in Slaves, and,.as such, subject sad linble.to configuation ;, 


ee Tha! Ree CaF 7) 1 a fered. . 
toties, corroborate the former part of: 
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and condemn the same, as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty's Ship “ Primrose,” Thomas 
Saville Griffinhoofe, Esq. Commander ; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, 
ini to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as servants or free labourers ; and also, that it 
Mt has been proved, that, at the time of passing the said Sentence, 115 men, 51 women, 26 boys, and 
28 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated,—2 having died between the 
period of Capture and Adjudication. 

The Court feel themselves impelled, before closing this Case, to notice the Document produced by 
De Lima as the only License for his Voyage, and to comment in the most pointed manner on the 
little care,—to say the least of it,—shewn by the Governor of the Cape de Verds, in allowing a Vessel 
to quit and revisit those Islands, with so irregular an authority as that under which this Brig has 
been found sailing ; and still more imperatively are they called upon, to reprobate the fagrant violation 
of Treaty, which has been proved to have taken place, in shipping thes Slaves, in open day, under 
the very eyes of the Acting Governor of Cacheo. (Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 

H. J. RICKETTS. 





Second Enclosure in No. 64. (Translation.) 


Passport granied by the Governor-General of the Cape de Verds to M. de 
Lima.—- November 7, 1828. 


Caetano Procopio Godinho de Vasconcellos, Most Noble Knight of the Royal Household, 
Knight of the Order of Sao Bento de Aviz, Captain of the Royal Marine Service, Pre- 
sident of the Junta of The King’s Revenues, and Governor-General of the Province of 
Cape Verds, for His Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Lord, whom God preserve. 


I GRANT to Joao Joze Claudio de Lima, Captain of the Ist Company of the Regiment of 
Militia Cavalry of this Island, 6 Months’ leave to travel on his private affairs, under an obligation to 
return within the above-mentioned period.—In testimony of which I have caused the present to be 
delivered to him, and have hereunto set my Hand, and affixed the Royal Seal of this Government. 


‘ (L. 8.) (Signed) CAETANO PROCOPIO GOD®. DE VASLOS. 


Head Quarters, Villa de Praya, St. Jago, } 
Cape Verds, 7th of November 1828. 








No. 65. 
a Eis Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, March 4, 1829. 


IN our Despatch of the 19th of February, (General,) we alluded to there 
being 2 Vessels then before the British and Portuguese Court, 1 of which 
was defended on the ground of the Slaves on board being domesticks. 

We have now the honour of transmitting to your Lordship, the Report 
of the Case of this Vessel, the ‘ duredia,” which was adjudicated by us 
on the 3d Instant. 

She was captured, on the 15th day of January last, by His Majesty’s 
Ship “ Primrose,” in Latitude 12° 17’ North, Longitude 16° 54’ West, off 
the River Cacheo, having on board 38 Slaves, said to have been shipped at 
the Town and in the River Cacheo. 

The particulars of this Case are so mixed up with that of the Brig 
“ Vingador,” reported in our preceding Despatch, that it is impossible to 
come to a right understanding of either, but more particularly of the 
“ 4urelia,”’ without a careful investigation of the two together. 

The Papers were first brought into Court on the 22d of January, and 
the Monition was issued, and duly returned, without loss of time, but it was 
not till the 19th Ultimo, that the Evidence was finally closed, a delay ac- 
quiesced in by the Court, from the great intricacy of this Case, and in which 
not less than 38 Petitions were filed on both sides. The diftliculty con- 
sisted in separating the instances which appeared to the Court to present 
themselves on board this Vessel, of a lawful removal of bond fide domesticks, 
from an attempt, under cover of such removal, to take part in the illicit 
traffick of the other. To detect this the Court were under the necessity of 
ordering the publick attendance of most of the Slaves, and, the Evidence 
before them baving satistactorily proved to their minds the existence of such 
Intention, it was on this ocular examination that the separation and the 
Sentence, finally determined on, was in a great measure founded. 

Out of the 38 Negroes found on board, 9 were regarded by the Court as 
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bond fide domesticks; the remaining 29 were declared to be Slaves, and 
emancipated accordingly, anda Decree of Condemnation passed on the Ship 
and Cargo, with the exception, only, of the baggage and private effects of 
those on board. 

Virgolino, a principal Actor in this business, Mr. Jackson saw at the Cape 
de Verds, on his passage to this Place. He then represented himself as being 
an Officer in the Portuguese service, but as having acted, by the desire of 


5 . . . . 
the late Mr. Clarke, as British Vice-Consul, and in that character he came 


off to His Majesty’s Ship “‘ Medina,” when she first appeared before St. Jago. 


Nozolini is the same Individual who was deeply concerned in the Case of 
the “* Toninha,” adjudicated in 1827. 

’ The other features in this Case, to which we would beg to draw your 
Lordship’s attention, are the irregularity of the Passports, and the conduct 
of the Acting Governor of Cacheo, as adverted to by the Court, in giving 
Sentence, both in this Case and that of the ‘* Yingador.” 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. Se. &e. 





Enclosure in No. 65. 


Case of the Portuguese Galliot “ Aurelia,” condemned, on the 3d of March, 
1829, in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission. 


THIS is the Case of the Portuguese Galliot “ Aurelia,” captured, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Print- 
rose,” on the 15th of January 1829, in Latitude 12° 17’ North, Longitude 16° 54’ West, off the 
River Cacheo, with 38 Slaves, said to have been taken on board at the Town and in the River 
Cacheo. 

This Case at first presented itself as nothing more than an isolated one of lawful traffick in African 
produce, between the Coast and the Cape de Verds, and of a duly authorized removal of certain Pas- 
sengers, proceeding on board the same with their domesiicks. Upon a closer examination, however, 
it assumed a different character, and the discovery of the fact, that no less than 3 Individuals belong- 
ing to the “ Aurelia,’ were down in the Muster-Roll of the Brig “ Vingador,” 1 of whom, the 
Master of this Vessel, is therein described, as First Pilot, or Mate, together with the production of 


certain Papers found in the chest of another of the 3, (as appears by an Affidavit of the Boatswain 
‘of the “ Primrose”) who is designated as Sailor on board the “ Vingador,” and as Mate on board the 


«< Aurelia,” establish so clear and unequivocal a connexion between the 2 Vessels, (independently of 
the, in itself, suspicious circumstance of their being in part owned by the same Individuals) that it is 
impossible to come to a decision in the Case of the “ Aurelia,’ without taking into account that of 
the “ Vingador.” 

The “ Aurelia,” arrived in this Harbour on the 21st of January ;—the Slaves were not landed, Dr. 
Boyle having reported them to be all in good health; the Monition was issued on the 23d, and was 
returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 3ist of the same Month. 

The principal Evidence in the Case is as follows :— 

The Master, Jozé Joaquim de Azevedo, born in Lisbon, and for the last 10 Years resident at. the 
Cape de Verds, in answer to Standing Interrogatories, swears, “ that the Vessel sailed under Portu- 
guese Colours ; that the Owners of her are Carlos Leitti Pereira de Mello Virgolino, and Caetano 
Jozé Nozolini; that the former lives at the Cape de Verds, and the latter at Bissao ; that he received 
possession of the Vessel from them at Bissao, on the 17th December last; that there were on board 
1] Mariners and 1 Cabin Boy, but no other Officer than himself; and that they were all hired and 
shipped by Virgolino ; that there were 46 passengers, of whom 30 are domesticks ; that the present 
Voyage began at Cacheo, and was to have ended at the Cape de Verd Islands ; that Cacheo was the 
last clearing Port the Vessel sailed from ; and that the passengers all came on board at Cacheo, and 
were destined to St. Jago.” 

The Evidence of Carlos Leitti Pereira de Mello Virgolino, in answer to the same Interrogatories, 
is to the same effect, except that he swears, that Joao Jacinto de Freitas, one of the Owners of the 
Brig “ Vingador,” had also a share in this Vessel; and that a Bill of Sale was made to himself from 
Nozolini (who was then the sole Owner), in December last. 

Yen Slaves were examined on Special Interrogatories on the part of the Captor, 4 of whom de- 
clare, that they were in irons when the Man-of-War’s Boat first came in sight, and that their irons 
were then taken off and thrown overboard; the remaining 6 say, that they never were in irons. 

Major Antonio Tavarez de Veiga Santos, in answer to Special Interrogatories put to him on the 

yart of the Captors, deposes, “ that 1 of the 12 female Slaves, whom he claims as domesticks, has lived 
with him 10 Years, 3 others 4 Years, and the remainder have been with him each about 12 Months.” 

A Claim has been filed by the Master for the Vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, as were, on board at the time of Capture, as the property of Caetano 
Jozé Nozolini, Carlos Leitti Pereira Virgolino, and Joao Jacinto de Freitas. This Claim is supported 
by an Affidavit, stating “ that the said Galliot, being a Colonial Vessel, after taking in the African 
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produce now on board, did reccive on board as passengers certain persons, together with their do- 
mesticks, to the number of 45 persons, male and female, being all Subjects of Portugal, and about to 
remove from the Portuguese Settlements of Bissao and Cacheo to the Cape de Verd Islands, Depen- 
dencies also of the said Kingdom of Portugal. And that all and every of the said passengers were 
duly authorized and empowered, and permitted so to remove by the Local Authorities of the said 
Settlements ; that no Slave or Slaves have, during the Voyage, been received, conveyed, or removed 
on board the said Vessel for any purposes of traflick ; and that any person or persons on board the said 
Galliot, at the time of Capture, not free, were domesticks, removing with the family or families, 
person or persons, to whom they did severally belong, and not otherwise.” 

In support of this Affidavit, Major Antonio Tavarez de Veiga Santos was examined on Special In- 
terrogatories. He swears that “ he was proceeding from Cacheo, on board the Galliot Aurelia,” 
under the authority, and by permission, of the General and Governor ot Cape de Verd Islands; that 
the Passports of the other passengers were not similar to his ; they had Passports from the Governor 
of Cacheo ; the reason,of his Passport being different from their’s was, that he, being a military 
man, the Governor of Cacheo had not the same power of granting to him a Passport as to the others, 
and which he could only be furnished with by the General and Governor of the Cape de Verds, and 
that 12 persons, beside himself and wife, composed his family, and that they were all equally included 
in the Passport granted to him.” 

Virgolino swears, that a Bill of Sale of the “ Aurelia’ was executed to him in December last, at 
Bissao, by and before a Notary Publick, and witnessed by Jozé Joaquim d’Alveira, and, as he believes, 
by another person, named Bernardino, and points out a certain Paper which he declares to be the 
above-mentioned Bill of Sale. On examination it proves to be a Bill of Sale of a certain Share in 
this Vessel, from Nozolini to De Freitas, and the only thing to shew any Ownership in Virgolini is.a 
Declaration, signed by De Freitas, dated, indeed, Cacheo, on the 11th of J anuary, but sent by him to 
Virgolino, after the Capture of the “ Vingador.” Can any thing prove the connexion between the 
2 Vessels more unequivocally? Had it been confined only to Ownership, would not this acknow- 
ledgment have been given to Virgolino before either the Brig or the Galliot sailed from Cacheo? and 
is it not clear, beyond ail doubt, that, if they had met with no interruption, communication would 
have taken place between them before the former finally took her departure for South America ? 

Such are the data, upon a full and impartial view of which the Court are to declare, whether 
this Case is that of a lawful removal of Portuguese Subjects from one Portuguese Settlement to 
another, with their bond fide domesticks, or whether it is only another of those shameful attempts, 
of which the Settlements of Cacheo and Bissao have afforded so many examples, and which have,. 
unfortunately, too often succeeded, to carry on the traffick in Slaves under colour of such a removal. 
Considerable stress has been laid by the Proctor for the Captor, on the great reluctance felt by 
Portugal to give up the Slave-trade, and the very great sacrifices made by Great Britain to induce 
her to do so. Observations of this kind, addressed to the Court are, to say the least of them, irre~ 
levant. They have the Treaties for their sole guide; with the motives which gave rise to those 
Treaties, they have nothing whatever to do; by them they are bound ; to them alone they can look ; 
nor can they allow themselves to take into their consideration the situation of the Parties, whose 
conduct is brought before them, further than that their regret at finding any one engaged in such 
transactions as that which is now the object of investigation, must necessarily be in proportion to the 
standing of the persons implicated. In this spirit it is, and wishing to speak with all possible respect 
of the Publick Functionaries of a Friendly Power, that the Court now proceed in their enquiry. 

The main point relied on by the Claimant’s Proctor, in answer to the ground taken on the other 
side, founded on the Additional Article of the Treaty of 1815, is, that the respective Governments. 
had not thought proper to establish any such particular Form as is in that Article referred to, and that,, 
consequently, the several individuals on board the “ Aurelia’ had done all in their power to satisfy 
the requirements of the Treaties, by procuring Passports for themselves and domesticks.. That no: 
such Form has been agreed upon, is, undoubtedly, much to be regretted, but the absence of it only 
makes it doubly incumbent on Parties to prove clearly and fully, that the Slaves they are transporting 
are bond fide domesticks, and to take the greater care that such Passports as they are provided with, 
are, in themselves, strictly in order. How stands the fact in this partieular ? 

Ist. The Passport with which the “ Aurelia’ is furnished, is dated the 12th of J anuary 1829, and 
declares her to be the property of Caetano Joze Nozolini and Joao Jacinto de Freitas. The Deposition 
of the Master affirms Caetano Joze Nozolini and Virgolino to be the Owners ; and that he received 
possession of her from them in December last. The latter, in his Examination, swears, that she is 
the joint property of all three. No mention is made in this Passport either of the Passengers this 
Vessel was to carry, nor of the Crew by which she was manned, nor of the Cargo with which she 
was freighted. 

2d. The Major's Passport is from the Governor-General of the Cape Verds, and dated so far back 
as the 21st of April 1828, and authorizing him to go from Cacheo to St. Jago in any Portuguese or 
Foreign Vessel that might offer, with his wife and 12 Negroes, whose names are (it says) declared at 
the back of the Passport, signed by the Governor of the Province of Cacheo, who is designated b 
name, and sealed with the Arms of that Government. Instead of at once availing himself of this 
Document, he suffers 9 Months to elapse before he takes any steps for his removal, and then pro-~ 
duces a specification of his Negroes, dated on the 12th of January, signed, indeed, by the Acting 
Governor, but without any Seal whatever affixed to it, and without accounting in any way for the 
variation ; and, it is a circumstance not unworthy of observation, that this specifieation, as well as the 
Vessel’s Passport, is in the hand-writing of an Individual, who, by the above-mentioned Documents 
found on board, is proved to have been deeply concerned in the shipment of the “ Vingador.” 
Another thing to be remarked in this Passport is, that it is registered one day earlier than the actual 
date it bears, and that there is at the back of it a further Official Signature, dated Villa de Praya,. 
7th June 1828, by which it would seem that use had been made of it more than once. 

In answer to a question put by the Court, the Major says, that the Governor, mentioned in his: 
Passport, died before reaching his Post. If such was the fact, it only made it the more necessary for 
him to be very particular with respect to the authorization substituted. He accounts for not having: 
availed himself of his Passport sooner, by saying, that it was more than 2 Months after its date 
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before he received it, and that there was no earlier opportunity from the Coast to the Cape de Verds, 
whereas, to say nothing of the improbability of such an assertion, it is in Evidence, that this very 
Brig, the « Vingador, had been, in the interim, employed backwards and forwards between the Coast 
and those Islands. 

. 3d. All the other Passports bear similar marks of irregularity, if not of fraud, some of them so 
palpable and gross as to make it matter of surprize that they should ever have been hazarded, and 
that of Claudio de Lima, 3d Mate of the Brig “ Vingador,’ and who swears, that he escaped on 
Shore, and procured it on the detention of that Vessel by the “Primrose,” is dated the 11th of 
January, | day previous to that on which the detention actually occurred,—thus proving either that 
such Passport was surreptitiously obtained, or convicting the Acting Governor of granting a Passport 
to a man who had confessedly just escaped from Capture, on board a Slave-vessel, of which he was 
himself a joint Owner. The Court would willingly, and far preferably, adopt the former of these 
alternatives, but, unfortunately, the fact disclosed in the Case of the “ Vingador,’ that the Siaves 
were openly shipped on board that Vessel, the Governor being himself present at Cacheo at the 
time, and the notoriety with which the embarkation took place, can leave no doubt on the mind of 
the Court, of his connivance ; and make it impossible for them to pay that respect to his Signature 
which, under other circumstances, would be due to the high and responsible Situation he is 
filling. 

With regard to Virgolino, he cannot be considered as coming in any way under the authority afforded 
by the Additional Article of the Treaty of 1815, applicable, exclusively, to Settlers. It might have 
been allowable for him to have taken back with him from the Coast one or more, bond fide domesticks 
whom he had himself carried thither, but the Slaves, whom he claims, were confessedly purchased 
for him on the Coast, some of them not very long ago, he himself owning no relation with either 
Presidency, and being a resident of Cape de Verds. 

The Papers before the Court prove the connexion between the Master of this Vessel, Jozé 
Joaquim de Azevedo, and Parties in South America, and the names of some of the Persons impli- 
cated have already acquired but too great a notoriety in similar transactions. Looking then to these 
and all the other circumstances of this Case; to the palpable connexion between the 2 Vessels, 
1 of them, not merely a Slave-trading Vessel, engaged in the licit traflick, but carrymg it on 
openly and avowedly in violation of all Laws; to their belonging in whole or in part to the same 
Owners ; to the fact sworn to by 4 of the Negroes, that they were in irons when first shipped ; to 
the irregularity of the Passport, (a defect, which, in the Case of the “Carolina,” has been declared by a 
Brazilian Court to be equivalent to the having none) and above all, bearing in mind the disclosure, 
which, had they been ever so regular, would have materially impaired their validity; the Court are 
compelled to consider this Vessel as having been concerned in the illegal traffick : their only doubt is to 
what extent, and to determine which, if any, of the Slaves, found on board, were bond fide domesticks. 
They have taken every pains to come at the truth, and in the search after it, have allowed a very 
unusual latitude to the Proctors on either side, and if any, really, innocent Parties find themselves 
aggrieved by the Sentence about to be pronounced, they can attribute their loss only, to their own 
imprudence, in suffering themselves to be found under such suspicious circumstances. 

Nine of the Slaves, 2 of whom are women, and 7 girls, viz, 5 belonging to the Major, 3 belonging 
to Madame Presca, and 1 to Madame de Silva, and are proved to have been long domesticated in the 
respective families, the Court are of opinion may fairly be considered as bond fide domesticks. With 
these 9 individuals, then, the Court will not interfere, any more than with the bond fide private 
baggage and effects of those on board; with these exceptions, they pronounce the said Galliot 
«« Aurelia, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, 
to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure thereof, engaged in the illicit traflick in Slaves, 
and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation, and condemn the same, as taken in such illicit traffick 
by His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” Thomas Saville Griffinhoofe. Esq. Commander ; and, moreover, 
pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as 
servants or free labourers; and also, that it has been proved that, at the time of passing the said 
Sentence, 13 men, 6 women, 4 boys, and 6 girls, compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be 
emancipated. (Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 

H. J. RICKETTS. 





No. 66. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received Aug. 30.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, June 26, 1829; 


WE have the honour, with the present Despatch, to forward to your Lord- 
ship, the Report of the Portuguese Brig “ Hossé,’ captured, on the 23d of 
March last, with a Cargo of Slaves on board, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” 
Commodore Collier, off the Port of Whydah, in the Bight of Benin. 

The illicit traffick in Slaves being unequivocally established, Sentence of 
Condemnation was pronounced upon her, and her Slaves decreed to be 
emancipated, on the 24th Instant. 

The Port of Sierra Leone baving been mentioned in the Evidence given in 
this Case, as the Place at which the Crew were hired and shipped, and her 
lading of roll tobacco, rum, and small articles, put on board, :equires us to: 
inform your Lordship, that the “ Hossé” was formerly the Brazilian Brig. 
“© Trajano.” condemned, in the Year 1827, for being illicitly engaged in the 
traffick in Slaves; that she was bought at publick auction by a Resident here, 
of the name of “ Atkin,” who, after sending her a Coasting Voyage, sold her, 
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in this Colony, to a Spaniard, of the name of Andrez Fernandez, by whom 
she was subsequently transferred to Francisco Feliz de Souza, alias Chachah, 
of Whydah, and he procured Colonial Papers for her, under the Portuguese 
Flag, from the Governor of Princes’ Island. 

After the transfer of this Vessel from Fernandez to De Souza was effected, 
and while she was lying in the Roads of Whydah, she was forcibly taken 
possession of, on the 6th of August last, by an alleged Piratical Vessel (the 
<¢ Presidente”) from which she was shortly after re-captured by His Majesty’s 
Brig “Black Joke,” and brought to Sierra Leone for salvage, which being 
satisfied, she again took her departure for Whydah, with the merchandize, 
alleged to have been shipped in this Colony, on board of her, and on her 
arrival there from this Port, Charles Towers, the Seaman, was shipped. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


(2) 


&e. &e. Se. 





Enclosure in No. 66. 


Report of the Case of the Portugucse Brig “ Hossé,” Benito Torrent, 
Master. 


THE Brig “ Hossé,” sailing under Portuguese Colours, and furnished with Papers from the Go- 
vernor of Princes’ Island, was captured, on the 23d March last, by His Majesty's Ship “ Sybille,’ 
Commodore Collier, C. B. Commander, in Latitude 6°5’ North, Longitude 2° 25’ East ; said to have 
188 Slaves on board, shipped at Whydah the day before Capture. She arrived here on the 7th May ; 
the Ship’s Papers were filed on the 9th, duly authenticated by the Affidavit of Mr. Strangways, the 
Prize-Master ; the Slaves were landed the same day, on Petition of the Captor’s Proctor, setting forth 
the very leaky state of the Vessel, and the Monition was issued on the 11th, and returned, certified 
to have been duly served, on the 19th following. 

The Master, Benito Torrent, being examined on the Standing Interrogatories, swore “ that Andrez 
Fernandez appointed him to the command; that he does not know where the said Fernandez lives, 
nor of what Power he is a Subject ; that he has known the Vessel about 16 Months, when she was 
purchased at Sierra Leone, where he first saw her ; that the Crew were all hired and shipped there in 
December last, (1828,) by Fernandez, Agent to the Owner of the Vessel; that the Voyage began at 
Sierra Leone, and was to end at Bahia; that Whydah was the last, and only, Place touched at pre- 
vious to Capture ; that they touched there to meet the Owner of the Vessel, Francisco Feliz de Souza, 
and to land the Cargo of roll tobacco, rum, and small articles, which the Vessel took from Sierra Leone; 
that he took on board 186 Slaves at Whydah ; that Raymundo Arribas, a passenger on board, was 
the Consignee of the Slaves, and the said De Souza, the Lader and Owner of them; and that they 
were to have been delivered at Bahia.” 

Charles Towers, a Seaman on board, swore “ that he first saw the Vessel in February last, at 
Whydah, where he was hired and shipped by Fernandez ; that the Slaves were taken on board there ; 
and that they were to have been delivered at Bahia.” 

The illicit employment of this Vessel in the Slave-trade.being thus proved, the Court pronounced 
Sentence of Condemnation upon the said Brig, as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty's Ship 
« Sybille,’ Commodore Collier, C.B. ; and decreed the emancipation of the surviving Slaves, to the 
number of 166,—16 having been proved to have died between the time of Capture and Condemnation ; 
the discrepancy between the number in Captor’s Declaration and the number that were emancipated 
and died, not having been accounted for. (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 

WM. SMITH. 





No. 67. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to John Backhouse, Esqg.—({ Received dug. 30.) 


SIR, Sierra Leone, July 21, 1829. 

_IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of the 
Reign of His present Majesty, entitled “ An Act to amend and consolidate 
the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade ;” we beg leave to en- 
close a Return of all the Cases of Portuguese Vessels adjudicated in the 
British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, established here, from 
the 1st of January to the ist of July 1829. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 

John Backhouse, Esq. . WM. SMITH. 

Ses Se. &e. 
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(Netherlands.) 
Sierra Leone, January 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act 
(Signed) 


Lhe Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
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Els Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 9.) 
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No. 69. 
George Jackson, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 9.) 


(Extract.) Sierra Leone, January 27, 1829. 
THE Vessel “ La Coquette,” the Report of whose Case I have now the 


honour to transmit, arrived in this Harbour, on the 16th Ultimo, having been 
detained off Fernando Po, on the 13th of November preceding, under French 
Colours, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” with 220 Slaves on board. 

A Declaration to this effect on the part of Captain Owen, dated 2 days 
later, and stating her to be manned by a Crew of 19 persons, principally 
Spaniards, and to be commanded by Emile Vincent, who declared her to be 
bound to Guadaloupe, together with a Set of French Papers trom thence, 
being presented to the Registrar, on her arrival, in order to their being filed 
in the British and Dutch Court, the same were rejected, on the ground, that 
the Vessel had been captured under French Colours, and that there was no 
proof that she was Dutch property. 

No further step was taken in the Case, till, on the 29th, Captain Owen’s 
Proctor produced 2 Affidavits, 1 of the Cook on board the Vessel, the other 
of a Seaman who had been at St. Thomas’ at the same time as “ La Coquette,” 
to the effect that, on the arrival or stay of any French Men-of-War in that 
Port, (a circemstance of frequent occurrence), she constantly hoisted Dutch 
Colours, and that, during the Chase, orders were given to throw the Dutch 
Papers overboard, and shew the French ones, in consequence of which the 
Netherland Papers were put into the muzzle of a gun, which was hoisted out 
and thrown into the Sea. 

_ Upon these facts being sworn to before a Magistrate of Freetown, the 
Court thought there was sufficient primd facie Evidence to justify them in 
taking cognizance of this Capture in the Dutch Court, and the above Affida- 
vits being made afresh before the Registrar, the Petition to file the same, 
together with the Ship’s Papers, and for the usual Monition to go forth, was 
granted. — . . 
Among the Papers so filed was the usual Affidavit, made by the Prize 
Master, Mr. James William Duncan, Midshipman of His Majesty’s Ship. 
«¢ Eden,” who deposed, “ that they seized and detained the Vessel (without 
mentioning under what Colours), by reason that she was employed in the 
traffick in Slaves, contrary to the existing Treaties between His Britannick 
Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Netherlands.” 

The Master and Cook being then examined on the Standing Interrogato- 
ries, as well as on Special ones put by permission of the Court, the latter 
persisted in the truth of his Affidavit ; the former declared himself and his 
property to be French, and denied his ever having used any other Flag. 

Up to this time, (8th January), no Claim whatever had been made, but on 
the following day the Master, by his Proctor, petitioned to be allowed to put 
in his Claim, and proceed in the defence of his Vessel. The time for doing 
so, strictly speaking, had expired, but as he was stated to have been pre- 
vented making it earlier, from having been debarred the necessary communi- 
cation with the Shore, (and which, to acertain extent, appeared to have been 
the case), the Court consented to waive that objection, and to receive the 
Claim ; in consequence of which, the Master, the Boatswain, and the Steward, 
were examined on Special Interrogatories, on behalf of the Claimant, the ob- 
ject of which was to renew, and to corroborate, the Deposition of the Master, 
and to invalidate the evidence of the Cook by charging him with theit. 

As yet no suilicient proof bad been adduced to warrant the Court in 
considering this as Dutch property, and the Petition for a day of Trial had 
been presented, when, on the 14th Instant, the “ Horatio,” ‘Tender, arrived in 
this Harbour, bringing a further Declaration of Captain Owen, transmitting a 
Set of Dutch Papers, received by him. from the Mate of “ La Coquette,” 
and describing her as Dutch property, under the name of the “ Venus.” — A’ 
Copy of this Declaration, as also of the Affidavit of Mr. Samuel May 
Mercer, Acting Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” to whom It was 
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entrusted, and of that made by the Mate, Giron, I have the honour to 
bil subjoin. 

iil These Papers being admitted and filed the same day, the Court met on the 
| 17th, and after hearing the Proctors on either side, adjourned their proceed- 
ings until the 26th. 

The interval was spent in a diligent review of every Case, which had been 
brought before the Court since its first establishment, and libelled as Dutch, 
and in a careful examination of the Ship’s Papers ; as it was clear that the 
Evidence deduced from the Depositions on either side, was not sufficiently 
satisfactory to justify a decision, and that the real character of the Vessel 
vi could only be established by the authenticity and validity of the Documents. 

i These consisted, ist, of French Papers, incomplete, and evidently fictitious, 
vil dated Guadaloupe, 10th April 1828 ; and 2dly, of certain Papers signed by the 
Hi Authorities of the Dutch part of the Island of St. Martin, 6 Weeks later, 
Han | among which was a Hill of Sale, transferring “ La Cogwette” from the French 
si Owner toa Dutch Citizen. This latter Paper constituting her Dutch pro- 
perty, she was Yesterday condemned as such by the Lieutenant-Governor 
and myself. 











(Stoned) GEORGE JACKSON. 
Lhe Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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First Enclosure in No. 69. 


Case of the Netherland Schooner “Coquette,” condemned, on the 26th of 
January 1829, in the British and Netherland Mixed Court of Justice. 





THIS is the Case of a Schooner called the “ Coquette,’ taken, on the 13th day of November 
HN last, by the “ Horatio,” Tender to His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” then sailing under the French Flag, 

but. charged with having, at various times, hoisted Dutch Colours ; in corroboration of which Captain 
Owen, in a subsidiary Declaration, produces a set of Dutch Papers from the Islands of St. Martin, 
and St. Thomas. 

The Master, Emile Vincent, swears, “that he is a Subject of His Most Christian Majesty, and 
claims the Vessel and Slaves as the joint property of himself and another Frenchman, named Jean 
Montonoir, of the Island of Guadaloupe.” 

Some quotations have been made by the Proctors on both sides on this occasion, derived from 
Judgments pronounced by Lord Stowell, but, without derogating from the respect and deference due 
to that high authority, it may be sufficient to observe, first and principally, that the functions of this 
Court emanate, not from the general Law of Nations, but from Special Treaty, and as such, are con- 
fined to Questions of fact ;—and, secondly, that the Judgments cited were pronounced under very 
HA different circumstances from those which now exist, namely, either prior to the termination of the 
WHAM War, or before the Laws of France had declared the traffick in Slaves to be illicit. Of the conduct 
Hh i of the Captor, then, on this and similar occasions, this Court can take no cognizance. The fact of 
Hii the traffick itself is notorious, the Vessel was taken “flagrante delicto,” and having been duly 
hbelled as Dutch property, their only duty is to weigh well the whole Evidence brought before them, 
and to decide thereon to the best of their judgment,—in the one case decreeing her condemnation 
according to the Engagements existing between Their Britannick and Netherland Majesties,—in the 
other case, pronouncing that, as French property, she does not come within the jurisdiction of this 
Court. 

With these preliminary observations, the Court will now proceed to consider such part of. the 
Evidence adduced in this Case, as is applicable to the character of the Vessel, the main point, as 
before stated, necessary to be enquired into. 

‘The Master, in answer to the Standing Interrogatories, swears “that the Schooner. sailed under 
French Colours ; had no other National Flag on board); that the present Voyage began at Guada- 
loupe and was to have ended there ; that the Vessel touched at St. Thomas’ and Porto Rico ;—at St. 
Thomas’ to land part of her Crew and ship others, and to take on board balance of Cargo, and at 
Porto Rico through stress of weather; that himself and Jean Montonoir, both Subjects of France, 
and livig at, Guadaloupe, are the joint Owners of the Vessel; that the Officers are all’ French, and 
the greatest part of the Crew; that there were originally 5 guns mounted: on board the Vessel, but 
they were thrown overboard during the chase; that part of the Vessel’s Cargo was shipped at 
Guadaloupe, and the remainder at St. Thomas’ ; that the Passports and other Papers found on board 
tle Vessel are entirely true and fair; that none of the Papers were destroyed or made away with 
in any manner whatever ; and that the Bill of Sale of the Vessel is at Guadaloupe.” 

Paulus Johannes, Cook on board, swears, In answer to the same Interrogatories, “ that he was 
hired by the Master at St. Thomas’ ; that the Crew was chiefly composed of Frenchmen, Spaniards, 
and Italians ; that the Vessel was under Dutch Colours while at that Port; that, besides these, there 
were other National Colours on beard ; that the Voyage began at St.Thomas’, and was to have 
ended there, and at Porto Rico; that 4 guns were given to the King of Calabar,.and’l: thrown 
overboard befcre Capture, in the muzzle of which some Papers, which he knew to be Dutch, and 
belonging to the Vessel, were put by the Master; his reason for knowing they were Dutch is, 
because they were the Papers his name appeared in.” 
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‘The Master swears, in answer to Special Interrogatories, on behalf of the Captor, “that the 
Vessel cleared out for any Port on the Coast of Brazil after leaving St. Thomas’; that when off 
Cape de Verds, Witness fell in with, and was boarded by, a Buenos Ayrean Man-of-War, called 
<< Presidentia,” the Captain of which, after looking at Witness’s Vessel’s Papers, informed him that, 
had he fallen in with him on the Coast of Brazil, he would have made a Prize of him, .on account 
of the Ports on that Coast being in a state of Blockade, and Witness’s Vessel’s Cargo, containing 
powder and other munitions of war ; that the Vessel never had any but French Colours hoisted at 
St. Thomas’, as the Flag of the Vessel; that he visited Porto Rico under French Colours ; that he 
employed his people in making Flags of different Nations, but that they were purposely left incom- 
plete; that if the name of Johannes, the Cook, dees not appear on the Muster-Roll, he must have: 
given another name ; that the only Document to prove that the Vessel was bound, originally, to the 
Brazils, is to be found among the Papers delivered up to the Captors; that he destroyed the Papers 
connected with the Voyage there, on giving up the idea of prosecuting it; that his intention on 
making tip his mind to come to this Coast was to purchase Slaves ; and that the entry he made, 
in his Log-Book, of its being to buy gold dust, is a mere excuse ; that 1 gun was thrown overboard 
| during the chace, and 4 given to Duke Ephraim, the Chief of the Calabar ; and that, neither directly 
| nor indirectly, were any Papers, connected with the present Voyage, thrown overboard or destroyed 
| during the chase of the Capturing Vessel.” 

Paulus Johannes, the Cook, in answer to Special Interrogatories, on the part of the Captor, swears, 
% that the Schooner was at St. Thomas’, and under Dutch Colours, when he shipped on board ; that 
she was represented to him, at that time, as so sailing ; that he did not ship on board for a Voyage 
to Brazil; that he knows she was bound to the Coast of Africas that she sailed into Porto Rico 
under Dutch Colours ; that there were also French, Colombian, American, and Buenos Ayream 
Colours on board ; that the Vessel was never boarded by a Buenos Ayrean Brig; but that the Master, 
Vincent, proceeded on board a French Merchant Ship, at Sea, on this Coast; that the Paper in 
which his name appeared, was made at the Judge's Office at St. Thomas’, after his having engaged on 
| board the Vessel; Witness was present at the time it was made out, and gave his name Paulus 
Johannes ; that the said Paper was one which he saw the Master put into the muzzle of the gun; 
| and that he can take upon himself to swear, that he heard the Mate tell the Master, in French, to 
throw the Dutch Papers overboard and shew the F rench.” 

In reply to a Special Interrogatory, put by the Court, this Witness swears, “ that, during the stay 
of the Schooner at St. Thomas’, 2 French Men-of-War visited and left the Port, but that at Porto 
Rico he saw no French Men-of-War, and that he can state positively, that the “ Caquette,” from 
the time of his embarking on board, was never visited by a Vessel-of-War of the French Nation.” 
In answer to Special Interrogatories, put on behalf of the Claimant, the Master again swears, 
« that the Vessel was bound to Brazil after leaving her last clearing Port ; that the Cargo was cal- 
culated to buy 500 Slaves ; and that the Schooner could not with safety carry more than 220; that 
his conversation with the Commander of the Buenos Ayrean Brig-of-War, alone induced him to 
change the intended route of the Schooner ; and that Letters of Introduction, which he had, to Mer- 
chants residing in Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, and Buenos Ayres, being, upon this.change, considered of 
no consequence, were subsequently made away with.” 

The Boatswain, being examined on Special Interrogatories, on behalf of the Claimant, deposes 
« that he entered on board at St. Thomas ; that he has known the Schooner about 8 Years, and that 
she was always sailed under the French Flag; but that he was not on board the last Voyage; that 
he recollects the falling in with an armed Brig off the Cape de Verds ; and that Vincent went on 
board her with his Papers.” 

The Steward swears, in reply to the same Interrogatories, “ that he shipped at St. Thomas’ ; that 
he has known the Schooner the last 2 Voyages, and that she was sailed under the French Flag ; 
that, last Voyage, she came to the River Gaboon for a Cargo, which was landed at Guadaloupe ; 
he recollects an armed Brig falling in with the Schooner off the Cape de Verds, but does not know 
under what Flag, nor what passed on the occasion.” 

Both Witnesses deny any knowledge of the “ Coquette ” having Dutch Papers. 

Such are the materials before this Court to enable them to form their decision, On the part of 
the Claimant, they consist of 2 species of Evidence—the Depositions and the Documents.—Exclud- 
ing altogether that part of the former, which relates io his pretended change of destination, as irrele- 
vant to the point immediately before the Court (except, indeed, so far as the truth or falsehood of that 
allegation may tend to determine the degree of credit due to his Statements in general,) the Depo- 
sition of Vincent is altogether unsupported, except in the single point of the “ Coquette” having 
sailed under French Colours ; and from the various falsehoods and contradictions to be detected in his 
Testimony, he must be considered as having forfeited all claim whatever to be believed on oath, 
On being examined onthe Standing Interrogatories, he swears “ that none of the Papers were des 
stroyed or made away with in any manner whatever ; and that the 5 guns, originally mounted, were 
thrown overboard ;” on Special Interrogatories, “ that he destroyed the Papers conne¢ted with the 
Voyage to the “ Brazils,” on giving up the idea of prosecuting it; that only | gun was thrown 
overboard, and that 4 were given to Duke Ephraim; and that the entry he made in his Log of his 
having come to this Coast to buy gold-dust, was a mere excuse.” He would further have it believed, 
| that the ordinary commerce of this Vessel was a legal one, and that his coming to the Coast was, in a 

manner, accidental. His own Witness, the Steward, swears “ that, the last Voyage, he came to the 

River Gaboon for a Cargo.” These two admissions of himself and Steward, furnish a very sufficient 
| rule by which to measure the credit to be given to such Testimony, and show of how little attention 

the charges against the Captor and his Agent are deserving. As regards the former, in default of that 
| positive denial, which his absence renders impossible, the high standing of Captain Owen in His 
Britannick Majesty's service is a primd facie and sufficient answer, especially when the truth of a 
similar charge against his Agent has been met by the most solemn and positive negation on oath, on 
the part of that respectable Merchant. | The attempt to invalidate the Testimony of the Cook, 
Johannes, by accusing him of theft, must, after this, become doubly suspicious. So much for the 
| Depositions—let us now consider the Documents. ‘They are 3 in number,—an Act of Francisation, 
a Passport, and a Muster-Roll,—and purport to be signed by the various French Authovities at Guada- 
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loupe, with the Governor at their head, and are dated the 10th April 1828. In the Muster-Roll, Vin- 
cent is described as born at Brest. In his Deposition he swears, that he is a Native of St. Domingo, 
and the Visa of the Commissary of Marine, is a permission.“ pour faire le petit Cabotage,’ and the 
only evidence of a license to proceed to the Brazils, is a Signature on this very Paper, affixed in the 
name of the French Agent at St. Thomas’. These Papers bear upon the face of them, the stamp of 
counterfeits ; similar ones, which have been submitted, in original, to the inspection of the French 
Government, at Paris, have been declared to be so, nor is it immaterial in this view of the Case, tu 
notice the circumstance of an Act of Francisation being required and granted for a Vessel, on the 
10th of April 1828, the Master of which swears, she has been French property for 5 Years, during 
which time she has never been called by any other name. The fact, too, of her having been habitually 
engaged in the Slave-trade here becomes very important, because it is not to be supposed for one 
moment, that the French Authorities at Guadalonpe could have furnished Ships Papers to any Vessel 
so engaged, any more than it is presumable that a Vessel, under such circumstances, would have been 
allowed to proceed unmolested, by 2 French Men-of-War successively, unless upon the supposition 
that she was under the protection of the Dutch Flag, as sworn to by the Cook. Again, the absence 
of some Papers, is as strong a presumption against this Vessel as the nature of those actually produced, 
The Log commences only on the 19th of June at St. Thomas’ ; we have no Custom-House Clearance, 
no Manifest, no Invoice. Vincent pretends indeed, that the Papers connected with the Voyage to 
he Brazils were destroyed, but, supposing he had chosen to make away with Letters of Introduction, 
is it to be supposed that he landed a Cargo, equivalent, according to his own account, to the value of 
500 Slaves, without having one bit of Paper to shew the nature and particulars of that Cargo ? 

The Court will now proceed to examine the Evidence on which the Captor prays for the condem- 
nation of this Vessel as Dutch property, and, as having hoisted when it answered her purpose, the 
Dutch Flag. The latter allegation rests on the Evidence of Paulus Johannes, the Cook, and the 
Affidavit of Nicholas Brandt, who swear positively, that while at St. Thomas, the “ Coquette’ always 
hoisted Netherland Colours; the former adds, that at the time of his shipping on board, she was, 
represented to him as so sailing ; and that she went into Porto Rico under the same; and that he 
can take upon himself to swear, that he heard the Mate tell the Master to throw the Dutch Papers 
overboard, and shew the French ones. 

The Claim to this Vessel as Dutch property,is founded on the Dutch Papers produced in this Case, 
and here the Court cannot but express their great regret, that the Individual from whom they were 
received, Antoine Giron, was not sent up by the Captor. Much might probably have been elicited 
through his Evidence, to assist the Court in their examination of this very difficult and intricateCase ; 
the mode in which he became possessed of them; the manner in which he reconconciles his first 
statement,—that the said Papers were destroyed,—to. his ultimate surrender of them. These are 
circumstances which it would have been very desirable the Court should have been informed of, and 
might possibly, to a Tribunal differently constituted, have been found to be indispensable. This Coust, 
hhowever, as before observed, can only take cognizance of what is before them, and fettered in this 
manner, it is that they now enter upon the examination of the Dutch Papers. The 2 first of these 
Documents purport to be a Bill of Sale, by Jean Montonoir, and transfers his right and title to the 
Scheoner “ Coquette” to David Nisbet, junior, a Citizen of the Dutch portion of the Island of St. 
Martin, and the other is a Passport from the President thereof, for this same Schooner, under the 
name of the “ Venus.” These Papers are dated the 27th of May, 1828, and signed and certified both 
by the Vendor and Purchaser, and by the Authorities of the Place. The 3d is a Muster-Roll for the 
“Dutch Schooner “ Venus,” belonging to David Nisbet, junior, Citizen of St, Martin,” and signed 
and certified by a Notary Publick of His Danish Majesty, at the Island of St. Thomas. This Roll is 
dated the 17th of June 1828, and contains the names of E. Vincent, as Captain, A. Giron, First Mate, 
and of 13 of the Crew, as described in the French Muster-Roll of Guadaloupe. The Court have, 
unfortunately, no means of judging of the authenticity of these Papers, any further than it can be 
estimated from their internal character; and, in this view of the Case, there is one circumstance, 
which at first gave them a suspicious appearance, but which may, not unfairly, be used as an 
argument in their favour, namely, the variation observable in the signature of the President of St. 
Martin, and the way in which his name is written in the body of the Document; now, certainly, it 
‘can hardly be supposed that a person counterfeiting the Signature of another, would fail in two 
distinct Documents to be accurate in the actual letters composing the name so counterfeited. Of the 
validity of such Documents themselves, the Court can have no doubt, when they recollect that the 
Judge of His Netherland Majesty, naturally jealous of the honour of his Flag and Nation, and of 
admitting an imputation upon either, himself concurred on a former occasion, in the condemnation of 
‘a Vessel as Dutch property, furnished with similar Papers. 

The National character of a Vessel can only be determined by the residence of the Owner, and the 
Papers under which she sails. Upon this principle then, and the absence on the one hand of any 
unsuspicious testimony, to prove this Vessel French property, and on the other with Evidence before 
them, the authority of which they are not entitled to call in question, this Court consider themselves 
bound to pronounce the “ Coquette,” alias “ Venus,’ to be Dutch property, in virtue of a Bill of Sale of 
‘adate posterior to that of any of the French Papers, and, having been engaged in the traffick of Slaves, 
pronounce the said Schooner “ Coquette,” alias “ Venus,’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, to have been, at the time of the Capture and Seizure 
thereof, engaged in the traffick in Slaves ; and as such, subject and liable to confiscation; and condemn 
the same as taken in such traffick by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., 
‘Commander; and, moreover, pronounce the said Slaves, Natives of Africa, to be emancipated from 
slavery, and to be employed as servants or free laboures ; and also, that it has been proved that, at 
the time of passing the said Sentence, 74 men, 49 women, 26 boys, and 36 girls, compose the whole 
of the Slaves so decreed to’ be emancipated,—35 having died between the period of Capture and 
Adjudication. 


(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
H. J. RICKETTS. 





























On the 14th day of January 1829, the said Samuel 
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Second Enclosure in No. 69. 


Further Declaration of Captain Owen, relative to the Schooner 
- « Coquette.” 


IN addition to the Declaration, which I have before made in the Case of the Schooner, calling 
herself the “ Coquette,’ I do further declare, that Antonio Giron, her Second Officer, or First Mate, 
did voluntarily deliver into my hands, this 29th day of November, 3 Papers, purporting to be the 
Netherland Papers, procured at the Island of St. Martin’s, for the Schooner called the “ Coquette” 
by her French Papers, and the “ Venus’ in the Dutch Papers, which Papers accompany this Docu- 
ment, and are numbered from No. 1 to No.3. The particulars of their contents I do not know. 
The said Monsieur Giron did previously appear before me, and voluntarily make oath, that the said 
Papers were destroyed, which Deposition accompanies this Declaration, and is numbered No. 4, 
since which there has appeared before me, Jean Brigaud, one of the said Schooner’s Crew, who 
voluntarily makes oath, that he entered on board of the said Schooner under French Colours, and 
under the name of the “ Brutus,” and has never known her by any other name; which person will 
appear to give evidence before the Court, if necessary. I do further declare, that the said Vesse}, 
by common report, is said to have also had Buenos Ayrean Papers. 


Given under my hand, at Clarence, this 29th day of November, 1828. 
(Signed) W. F. W. OWEN, Captain. 





Third Enclosure in No. 69. 


Affidavit of Acting Lieutenant Mercer, in the Case of the Schooner 
“4 “ Coquette,” £. Vincent, Master. 


APPEARED personally, Mr. Samuel May Mercer, Acting Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship “Eden,” 
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that the annexed Papers, marked from No. 1, to No. 3, 
inclusive, were, on the 29th day of the Month of November last past, voluntarily given and delivered 


up by the Mate of the said Schooner, named Antonio Giron, to Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen, 


of His Majesty's said Ship, purporting to be the Dutch Papers of the said Vessel, which said 
Papers were given or delivered by Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen to this Deponent, being at 
the time of delivery to Captain William FitzWilliam Owen, by the said Mate Giron, in various 
Pioges, having been torn by the said Mate; and Deponent further saith, that the said Paper- 
Writings, and Documents, are now brought and delivered up in the same plight and condition as 
when so received, without any fraud, addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement, whatever, 


save the sewing and pasting of the various pieces for the more easily reading, the same. 


(Signed). ..S, M. MERCER. 


“May Mercer was duly sworn to the truth of 
this Affidavit. Before me. 
_ (Signed)  Josn. Rerrexy, Registrar. 


Schedule of Duteh Papers. 


No. 1. Muster Roll. 
2. Dutch Register. : 
3. Bill of Sale. (Signed) J.D. L, 





hoata Enclosure in No. 69. 


Declaration of Antoine Giron, a Seaman on board the “ Coquette.” 


JE, Antoine Giron, fait serment volontairement qu'il y avait de Papiers Hollandais a bord la 
Goélette la “ Coquette,” pour le faire passer comme un Batiment de cette Nation quand l'occasion de- 
mandat, et que je les ai détruit moi méme depuis notre départ de Vieux Calabar, 

: (Signed) ANT. GIRON. 
Sworn before me, at Clarence, this 29th November 1828. - ‘ ; 
é . (Signed) W. F. W. Owen, Superintendant. 





(Translation.) 


ANTONY GIRON, voluntarily make oath, that there were Dutch Papers on board the 
« Coquette,” Schooner, to make her pass for a Vessel of that Country whenever occasion should 
offer, and that I destroyed them myself after our leaving Old Calabar. 
ALILMGe AW (Signed) ANTY, GIRON. 
Sworn before me, at Clarence, this 29th November 1828. : 


(Signed) W. F, W. Owen, Superintendant. 
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No: 70. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, March 11, 1829. 


WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that 2 Vessels, a Brig, 

called the ‘* Jules,” and a Schooner, named “ La Jeune Eugénie,” the 
former with 220 Slaves on board, and the latter with 50, were captured, by 
Lieutenant Badgley, in command of the “ Cornelia,’ Tender to His Majesty’s 
Ship “ Eden,” on the 6th of January last, off the Old Calabar River. 
— The “Jedes” arrived in this Harbout on the 22d Ultimo, in charge of 
Lieutenant Harvey, of His Majesty’s Ship ‘“ Sybille,” and in a day or two 
after, Mr. Lake, Captain Owen’s Proctor, presented certain Papers which he 
‘prayed to be allowed to file, and to libel the “ Ju/es,” in the British and 
Dutch Court of Mixed Commission.—The Papers, so produced, consisted ot 
a Declaration of Lieutenant Badgley, (of which we beg leave to subjoin an 
exact Copy), an Acte de Francisation, dated Martinique, in May 1827; a 
Muster-Roll,and a Custom-House Clearance, both dated Guadaloupe, in July 
1828; to these Documents were added 2 Affidavits of the Master and Mate 
of the detained Vessel, of which we have also the honour of annexing Copies, 
going to prove that she was Dutch property,—but unaccompanied by any Let- 
ter, Declaration, or Certificate of any kind from Captain Owen, and without 
any person competent to make the requisite Affidavit for the due authentication 
of the Papers. 

The Proctor, aware of the great irregularity of the whole of this proceeds 
ing, as well as of the Declaration of Lieutenant Badgley itself, caused the 
Affidavits to be made before a Justice of the Peace in Freetown, by way of 
ascertaining whether the Court would overlook the various departures from 
the Instructions which it manifested, and allow him, notwithstanding, to bring 
the Vessel into Court. This both His Majesty’s Commissioners declared to 
be impossible, and the Papers were returned to Mr. Lake. On the 26th, 
however, the arrival of the Schooner “ La Jeune Eugénie,” was reported, 
when Mr. Lake again produced them with the Additional Affidavits of Lieu- 
tenant Harvey, and of Mr. William Stuart, Prize Master of the Schooner, 
Copies of which are also englosed. 

The first consideration of this subject was gone into by the Lieutenant- 
Governor and His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, but by this time Mr. Smith 
had arrived, and, the whole question being submittéd to him, he fully con- 
curred with his Colleague, that it was impossible to let a Vessel into Court, 
presenting itself under such circumstances. 

In coming to this conclusion, my Lord, we have by no means lost sight 
of the declaration of The King’s Advocate, in the Case of the “ Fudiana,” 
that it was not intended that the Capture should be invalidated by every 
departure from the Instructions; but this declaration, it appears to us, could 
refer only to slight and immaterial deviations of form, and could never be 
meant to apply to such a total disregard of the required Formula, as this Case, 
and that which forms the subject of our next Despatch, presents, and which 
would render the Memorandum originally sent tor the guidance of the Com- 
missions, a mere dead letter. 

The departures in this Case are too numerous and too evident to make it 
necessary for us to point them out more specifically, but we may observe, 
with reference to Mr. Stuart’s attempt to account for them, that both Vessels 
were taken, in the first instance, to Fernando Po; and that Lieutenant 
Badgley was upwards of a week there, with Captain Owen, before they were 
dispatched to this Place. ; 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH. 


The Right Hon, The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Ke, &e. &e. 
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First Enclosure (A.) in No. 70. 


Declaration of Lieutenant Badgley, in the Case of the Brig © Jules.” 


-I,JAMES BADGLEY, Lieutenant of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” in command of 
the Schooner “ Cornelia,’ Tender to the said Ship, and of the detachment of Officers and Men, be- 
longing to the said Ship, employed in the “ Cornelia,” hereby declare, that, on the 6th day of January 
1829, I detained, on the Bar of the Old Calabar River, the Brig “ Jules,’ sailmg under Netherland 
Colours, commanded by Monsieur Ferraud, armed with 6 6-pounder guns, and manned with 52 per- 
sons, declared to be bound from the Calabar to Martinique, with 220 Slaves, said to be embarked at 
Calabar on the 3d of January 1829, which are enumerated as follows :— ah RO 

Males 144) yy otth 
Females 76h Fete 
_ I do further declare, that the said Brig appeared to be seaworthy, and was provided with a sufficient 


_ quantity of water and provisions for the Slaves and Crew for their destined Voyage. 


_ I do further declare that the Papers found by me on board the said Brig are numbered as follows :— 
: 4 No. 1. Réle d Equipage. 

2. Francisation. 

3 





S, A. : 4. 5 
aout (Signed) JAMES BADGLEY, Lieutenant, H. M. S. “ Eden,’ 





First Enclosnre (B.) in No, 70. 
Affidavit (1.) of Mr. W. Stuart, in the Case of the Brig “ Jules.” 


APPEARED personally, Mr. William Stuart, Petty Officer of His Britannick Majesty's Ship 
« Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath, and 
saith, that the foregoing Declaration of Lieutenant Badgley, of His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” was 
made in this Deponent’s presence at the time of Capture of the said Brig ; that, with the exception 
of Lieutenant Badgley, the Capturing Officer, and this Deponent, no Officer whatever was on board 
the Tender “ Cornelia ;” that Deponent verily believes the cause of no Witness being to the aforesaid 
Declaration, arose from an error on the part of Lieutenant Badgley, caused by anxiety of mind, 
from the number of. the detained people of this Vessel, and another, then on board the “ Cornelia,’ 
being far beyond the number of the Tender’s Crew. And Deponent further maketh oath, that the 
Signature attached to the Declaration is the bond fide. Signature of Lieutenant J ames Badgley, made 


_in the presence: of: Deponent. (Signed) == WILLIAM sTuARY’. 


-’ Sworn before me, at Freetown, thie 26th day of February 1829. 
~ (Signed), D. Nosuz, J. P. 


‘Second Enclosure in No. 70. | , 
Affidavit of the Master of the Brig “ Jules.” 


_ APPEARED personally, Joseph Ferraud, alias Giron, Master of the detained Netherland Brig 
« Jules,’ who, being duly sworn, voluntarily deposeth, that the said Brig “ Jules” was. detained. 
under Dutch Colours, and is the bond fide property of a Dutch Subject, residing in the Island of 
St. Eustatius ; that the Papers found on board are fictitious, having been procured at the Island of 
St. Thomas ;. the true Papers of the Vessel having been thrown overboard by Deponent whilst the 
Captors were in the act of boarding. a hriul (Signed). JOSEPH FERRAUD. 
Sworn before me, this 23d'day of February 1829.. 
(Signed) — D. Nosrz, J. P. 


os 


Third Enclosure in No. 70. 
mgaoee, © Afidavit of the Mate of the Brig Sales.” 

APPEARED personally, Jean Lahogue, a naturalized Subject of His Majesty The King. of 
the Netherlands, and Mate of the detained Brig “ Jules,” who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, 
that the said Brig was seized, under Netherland Colours, by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship 
«« Eden.” \ 

That Deponent joined the said Brig under Dutch Colours, and has always known her in the character 
of a Netherland Vessel. : ae ae 

6 v (Signed) JN, LAHOGUE, 
Sworn before me, this 23d day of February 1829. 
(Signed) D:Nosbs, J.P..." = 
om % 6 AM 
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 70. 


Affidavit of Lieutenant Harvey, in the Case of the Brig “ Jules.” 


APPEARED personally, Edward Harvey, Esq., a Lieutenant of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship 
“ Sybille,” and Prize Master of the Brig “ Jules,’ detained by His Britannick Majesty's Ship-of-War 
“ Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq. Captain, duly authorized and empowered, to the best of 
Deponent’s knowledge and belief, according to the Treaty between His Britannick Majesty and His 
Majesty The King of the Netherlands, to make Seizure of Vessels, under Netherland Colours, engaged in 
the Slave-trade, being duly sworn, maketh oath, that, on or about the 6th day of the Month of January 
AAA last, the Schooner “ Cornelia,” Tender to His Majesty's Ship “« Eden,’ and commanded by Lieutenant 
HARA James Badgley, of that Ship, seized and detained the Brig or Vessel called “ Jules,’ whereof Joseph 
MAN Ferraud, alias Giron, was Master, by reason that.the said Brig was employed in the traffick in Slaves, 
TT contrary to the existing Treaties entered into with His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King 
AMAA of the Netherlands; and the Deponent further maketh oath, that the Paper-Writings and Documents, 
MH hereunto annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, were given or delivered up to this Deponent 
| by Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen, of His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Eden,” who, this Deponent believes, 
WA received them from Lieutenant James Badgley, to whom they were delivered up by the Master of the 
Wa said Brig or Vessel, and that the same are now brought and delivered up in the same plight and 
Wi condition as when so received by this Deponent, without any fraud, addition, subduction, alteration, or 

embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 
(Signed) EDWARD L. HARVEY. 

On the 26th day of February 1829, the said Lieutenant Edward 

Harvey was duly sworn to the truth of this Affidavit, 
Before me, (Signed) D. Noste, J. P. 


Schedule. 


No. 1. Muster-Roll. 
2. Act of Francisation. 
3. Congé, or Register. 
4, Clearance. 


(Signed), J. Do he 











| Al | Fifth Enclosure in No. 70.. 


Affidavit (2.) of Mr. W. Stuart, in the Case of the Brig “ Jules.” 


APPEARED personally, Mr. William Stuart, Petty Officer of His Majesty’s Ship-of-War “ Eden,” 
William. Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain, duly authorized and empowered, according to the Treaty 
between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, to make Seizures of 
Vessels under Netherland Colours, engaged in the Slave-trade, being duly sworn, maketh oath, that,, 
on the 6th day of the Month of January last, being on the Bar of the River Calabar, the Tender “ Cor~ 
nelia,” commanded by Lieutenant James Badgley, Senior Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” 
of which Tender aforesaid this Deponent was Second in Command, seized and detained the Brig or 
Vessel called “ Jules,” whereof Joseph Ferraud, alias Giron, was Master, by reason that the said Brig, 
was employed in the traffick in Slaves, contrary to the existing Treaty entered inte with His: 
Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of The Netherlands. And Deponent further maketh 
oath, that Lieutenant James Badgley, commanding the Tender “Cornelia,” having ordered this: 
Deponent to proceed on board the said Brig “ Jules,’ for the purpose of conveying the Master of 
the said Brig, with the Vessel’s Papers, on board the Tender to His Britannick Majesty's Ship 
« Eden,” Deponent proceeded on board the same, when, having demanded of the said Master the 
Vessel’s Papers, the said Master produced to this Deponent the Paper-writings and Documents 
hereunto annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, and none others. That Deponent then 
proceeded with the said Master, and Paper-writings hereunto annexed, marked from No. | to 4, 
inclusive, on board the Tender of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship “Eden,” where Deponent 
delivered over the same’into the possession of Lieutenant James Badgley, the Commanding Officer. 
And Deponent further maketh oath, that the Paper-writings and Documents hereunto annexed,, 
marked from No. 1 to 4, inclusive, were given or delivered up by Lieutenant James Badgley to 
Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen, of His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,’ who delivered them over to: 
Lieutenant Edward Harvey, the Prize Master of the said Brig “ Judes.” 

And lastly, Deponent further saith, that he has examined the Paper-writings and Documents, here- 
wnto annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, and makes oath, that they are the same’ 
Papers that were delivered over by the Master to this Deponent ; and further, that they are in the 
same plight and condition as when received from the said Master by this Deponent, without any 
fraud, addition, subduction, alteration or embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking: 
thereof. (Signed) WILLIAM STUART. 
On the 2d day of March 1829, the said William Stuart was 

duly sworn to the truth of this Affidavig, 
Before me, (Signed) D. Nosx¢e, J. P,. 


Schedule of Papers. 
No. I. Muster-Roll. 
2. Act of Francisation. 
3. Congé, or Kegister. 
4, Clearance. 
(Signed) J.D. Ts 
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No. 7 heh 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Reeeived May 2.) 


My Lorp, © Sierra Leone, March 12, 1829. 


WE have the honour to enclose, herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
Copies of the Papers with which Mr. Lake, the Agent of Captain Owen, 
sought to bring the Schooner ‘“ La Jeune Eugénie,” into the British and _ 
Dutch Court; the same objection applies, and even still more forcibly, to 
this Case as to that of the “ Jules,” for, as your Lordship will perceive, the 
Captor declares this Vessel to be commanded by “ Despard,” whereas the 
Prize Master says, ‘‘ whereof Williams, was Master.” 

The Papers of this Vessel consist of, 1st, an “ Acte de Francisation,” dated 
Guadaloupe, 1820; 2d, a “ Congé,” dated from the same Place, March 1828 ; 
and, 3d, a Muster-Roll, of the same date. 

The same answer was given to Captain Owen’s Proctor, and on the same 
grounds, in this Case, as in the preceding. 

inl @ . We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH. 





The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. Sige ee 





_ First Enclosure (A.) in No. 71. 


Declaration of Lieutenant Badgley, ae the Case of the Schooner 


“ La Jeune Eugénie.” 


I, JAMES BADGLEY, Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship “Eden,” in command of the Schooner 
« Cornelia,” Tender to the said Ship, and of the detachment of Officers and Men belonging to the 
said Ship, employed in the “ Cornelia,” hereby declare, that, on this 6th day of January 1829, I 
detained, on the Bar of the Old Calabar River, the Netherland Schooner “ La Jeune Eugénie,’ com- 
manded by Mr. Despard, armed with 2 6-pounder guns, manned with 16 persons, declared to be 
bound from Calabar to Martinique, with 50 Slaves, said to be embarked at Calabar on the 3d of January 
1829, which are enumerated as follows :— : 

, _ Males 1 
Females 32} Kanye 

I do further declare, that the said Schooner appeared to be sea-worthy, and was provided with a 
sufficient quantity of water and provisions for the Slaves and Crew for their destined Voyage. 

I do further declare, that the Papers found by me, on board the said Schooner, are enumerated as 
followss-— > No. 1. Role d' Equipage. 

. 2° Francisation. 
3. 


4 —— 


(Signed) J. BADGLEY, Lieut. H. M. S. « Eden.” 





First Enclosure (B.) in No. 7 i 


Affidavit (1.) of Mr. W. Stuart, in the Case of the Schooner 
| Sareea _ © La Jeune Eugénie.” co 


APPEARED personally, Mr. William Stuart, Petty Officer of His Majesty's Ship “ Eden, * Wil- 
Kam Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq. Captain, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that the fore- 
going Declaration of Lieutenant James Badgley, of His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” was made in this 
Deponent's presence, at the time of Capture of the said Sehooner 5 that, with the exception of Lieu- 
tenant Badgley, (the Capturing Officer), and this Deponent, no Officer was on board the Tender 
« Cornelia.” And Deponent further saith, that the Signature attached to the Declaration, is the 


bond fide Signature of Lieutenant James Badgley, made and signed in presence of Deponent. 
fwabeti any ee (Signed) ; WILLIAM STUART. 


Sworn before me, this 2d March 1829. , 
(Signed) =D, Nosuz, J. Pe 
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Second Enclosure in No. 71. 


Affidavit (2.) of Mr. WW. Stuart, in the Case of the Schooner 


‘““ La Jeune Eugénie.” 


APPEARED personally, Mr. William Stuart, Petty Officer of His Britannick Majesty's Ship 
“« Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain, duly authorized and empowered, according 
to the proyisions of the Treaty between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands, to make Seizures of Vessels under Netherland Colours engaged in the Slave-trade, 
being duly sworn, maketh oath, that, on the 6th day of the Month of January last, being on the 
Bar of the River Old Calabat, the Tender “ Cornelia,’ manned with a detachment of Officers and 
Men from His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” under the command of Lieutenant James Badgley, Senior 
Lieutenant of His Majesty's Ship-of-War “ Eden,” of which Tender this Deponent was Second in 
Command, seized and detained the Schooner “Eugenia,” alias “Jeune Eugénie,’ whereof Williams 
was Master, by reason that the said Schooner was employed in the traffick in Slaves, contrary to the 
existing Treaty entered into with His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Nether- 
lands. And Deponent further maketh oath, that, having received orders from Lieutenant Badgley 
to proceed on board the said Schooner, for the purpose of bringing the Master and Papers of the said 
Vessel on board the Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” Deponent proceeded on board the same, 
when, haying demanded the Paper-writings and Documents of the said Vessel from the said Master, 
the Master dehvered up to this Deponent the Paper-writings and Documents hereunto annexed, 
marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, and.none others; that Deponent then proceeded with the 
said Master aud Paper-writings, hereunto annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, on board 
the Tender of His Britannick Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” where Deponent delivered over the same to 
Lieutenant Badgley, the Commanding Officer. And this Deponent further maketh oath, that the 
Paper-writings and Documents, hereunto annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, were 
given or delivered up by Lieutenant James Badgley, to Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen, of His 
Majesty's Ship “ Eden,’ who delivered them over to this Deponent. ; 

And, lastly, Deponent further saith, and makes oath, that the Paper-writings and Documents, 
hereunto annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive, are the same Papers that were de- 
livered over by the Master to this Deponent; and further, that they are in the same plight and 
condition as when received from the said Master by this Deponent, without any fraud, addition, sub- 
duction, alteration, or embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 





(Signed) WILLIAM STUAR@. 
On the 2d day of March 1829, the said William Stuart 
was duly sworn to the truth of this Affidavit. 
Before me, (Signed) D. Nostz, J. P. 
Schedule of Papers. 

No. 1. Muster. Roll. 

2. Act: of Krancisation. Prvenet 

3, Clearance or Register, 


4, Instructions. to treat Slaves. .. English, 
(Signed) J, D: L. 


His Majesty's Commissioners.to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received May 26.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, March 24, 1829. 
WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that, on the 13th Instant, 
the Marshal reported to us the arrival in this Harbour of the “ Adeline,” 
alias ** Fournz,” under Netherland Colours, ‘* seized at anchor, off Fernando 
Po, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” having been previously detained, for 
firing into a Boat of that Ship, and wounding a man, on the 6th of Decem- 
ber last.” 

This announcement was naturally calculated to excite our attention, and 
prepared us, in some measure, for the description of Papers with which the 
Prize-Master was charged, and which Mr. Lake, the Proctor tor the Captor, 
submitted, to our consideration on the 16th Instant. They consisted of a 
long Declaration of Captain Qwen, an exact Copy of which we have the 
honour to enclose, with the 2 Declarations therein referred to annexed; and 
of an Affidavit, to the truth of which the Prize-Master, Mr. John Scheerer, 
was ready to depose, and of which we also transmit.a Copy. 

Your Lordship will perceive that no mention is made in this Affidavit of 
any other Seizure than that at Fernando Po, and that Mr. Seheerer. states-the 
Papers of the Vessel to have been found concealed in the Cabin by Lieutenant 
Badgley, the boarding Officer; whereas, Captain Owen’s Declaration says, 
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they wete found on board her the day after her first detention in the River 
Acassatora, in December Jast. They have every appearance of being, in 
part, at least, counterfeit. The last date they bear is “ St. Thomas, 4th 
September 1828,” and the Signature is that of the French Agent, at that 
Island,—Chassériau,—whose conduct has long given rise to unfavourable 
suspicions, and has, at length, been formally brought under the notice of his 
Government, by the French Commodore on this Station. 

The Master of “ La Fourmi,” from whom Captain Owen states himself 
to have received the 2 Declarations annexed to his own, died on bis passage 
to this Place; it was not possible, therefore, to institute any further enquiry 5 
and, considering the circumstances of the original detention of this Vessel, 
that no other intimation of her being Dutch is to be found than Guillot’s de- 
scribing himself ‘“¢ Capitaine de la Goélette Hollandoise,” without any refer- 
ence to whom the property actually belonged ; and considering, moreover, 
the very objectionable Stipulation which is made the condition of his Con- 
fession; His Majesty’s Commissioners were unanimously of opinion, that 
there was not sufficient ground to entertain this as a Dutch Case, and, tnere- 
fore, refused to admit “ La Fourm:” into the British and Netherland Court ; 
a determination which, we trust, will meet with your Lordship’s approbation. 
From this circumstance we are unable to torward, with this Report, the ori- 
ginal French Papers, which we could have wished to do, as an additional evi- 
dence of Frenelr Subjects being engaged in the Slave-trade; but we have the 
honour of subjoining very copious and accurate Extracts from them. 

We have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed ) GEORGE JACKSON. 
WM. SMITH. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &e. &e 





First Enclosure (A.) in No. 72: 


Declaration of Captain Owen, in the Case of the Schooner * Adeline,” 
alas “ Fourmi.” 


I, WILLIAM FITZWILLIAM OWEN, Esq. Captain of His Majesty's Ship “Eden,” do 
hereby declare, that, on this 9th day of February 1829, there voluntarily appeared before the 
Superintendant’s open Court of Magistrates at Clarence, for the Island of Fernando Po, or 
Hedepeté, Joseph Guillot, Master of the Schooner “ Adeline,’ alias ‘ Fourmi,’ now lyimg in 
Clarence Cove, in charge of her own Officers and Crew, who gave in 2 written Declarations 
to the Court, purporting that the said Schooner was a Netherland Vessel employed on a 
Slaving-voyage, and acting in direct contravention of the Laws of the said Kingdom, and of 
the Treaties between The Kings of Great Britain and the Netherlands; and, therefore, I, 
the said Captain of His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” did immediately cause the said Vessel; the 
« Adeline,’ or the “ Fourmi,’ to be seized and to be conducted forthwith to Sierra Leone, 
to be there adjudged in the Court of Mixed Commission according to the Treaties before cited. 
Her Master declares her to have been equipped from the Island of St:'Thomas, in the West Indies, 
for a Slaving-voyage to the Country of Brass, which is the Country lying between the Benin and 
Bonny Rivers ; and in further proof of the said Declaration of Mr. Joseph Guillot, she was found 
to be equipped for all essentials for such a Voyage, viz. a Slave-deck, about 280 pairs of irons, and 
a regular set of Slave-boilers and water-casks sufficient for such a Voyage, and a Cargo of goods suf- 
ficient for the purchase of such a Cargo of Slaves. 

And I do further declare, that the said Vessel was, in the first instance, boarded in the River 
Acassatora, in the said Country of Brass, on the Night of the 6th December last, by Lieutenant 
Badgley, with a detachment of Officers and Men belonging to His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” under 
my command, in consequence of an unprovoked act of hostility, committed upon the Boats of the 
said Ship; and that on searching the Vessel, on the following day, certain Papers in the French 
Language were found, purporting her to be “ La Fourmi,” and belonging to the French Nation $ in 
consequence of which, she was conducted to this Place, and there placed in possession of her own 
Officers and Crew, until an opportunity should occur for delivering the Vessel’s Officers and Crew to 
some constituted Authority of His Most Christian Majesty, who might be authorized to give assurance, 
that satisfaction would be made for the act of hostility aforesaid: that the Papers found on board 
the said Vessel are docketed and numbered from No. 1 to 4, as follows :— 

No. 1. Role d'Equipage with an Appendix. 

No. 2. Act of Francisation, or Registration. 

No. 3. Passport. - 

No. 4. Custom House Clearances. 

On No. 1, it may be proper to remark, that Mr. Sarassin, who was her Second Officer, and who 
commanded her at the time of the act of aggression before mentioned, only appears on the Role 
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as a Passenger from Martinique to St. Thomas’, where he was discharged with his Passport ; whereas 
we find him acting as Second in Command, and committing the act of hostility before mentioned, 
and it is to be presumed under the authority of the Netherland Papers, which Mr, Guillot declares 
her to have had. On No. 2,—the Act of Registration.—it may be proper to remark, that it has been 
falsified, by being interlined after its Signature. 

The above is a Vessel of about 190 tons English measure, 


Given under my hand, on board His Majesty's Ship “Eden,” in Clarence Cove, the 9th of 
February 1829. (Signed) W. F. W. OWEN, Captain. 


Note.—She had no Slaves whatever on board, but the was prepared, and every prepara- 
tion made for their purchase and reception. 
Witness to the Signature and the facts stated. 
(Signed) James Bavexey, Senior Lieutenant to His Majesty’s Ship “Eden.” 


The “ Adeline” or “ Fourmi” was armed with 7 guns, and manned with 31 men, and 2 boys, | 
whose names, except that of Mr. Sarassin, ave included in the Muster- Roll. 
| 


(Signed) W. F. W. OWEN, Captain, His Majesty’s Ship “Eden.” 
Witness to the Signature, 
(Signed) James Banerey, Senior Lieutenant. 





a 


First Enclosure (B.) in No. 72. 
Declaration of the Captain of the Schooner “ Adeline,” alias “ Fourmi.” 


JE Capitaine Soussigné, de la Géelette Hollandaise “ [Adeline;” déclare avoir armé et étre 
parti de Thomas, pour aller traiter des Noirs a la Céte d'Afrique. Etant 4 Brasse A effectuer mon 
opération, je fus abordé le 6 Décembre par le Lieutenant Bachelet, (Badgley) appartenant a la Cor- 
vette de Sa Majesté Britannique “Eden.” 

Me trouvant en contravention a la Loi, je fais abandon général de la Géelette et Cargaison, renon- 
Gant a toutes espéces de recherches et réclamations, 4 condition que moi et mon Equipage serons 
libérés et exempts de poursuite rélativement a la dite Géelette. 

Fait a Clarence, le 9 Fevrier 1829, et signé en présence de deux Témoins. 


(Signé) J. GUILLOT, Capitaine. 







Declared before us, Magistrates of Clarence, 
this 9th day of February, 1829. 
(Signed) W. F. W. Owen, Superintendant, J. P. 
Aurrep Ortarius Carrincron, Commandant and Magistrate. 
A. Larerua, Magistrate. 















_ Je Soussigné certifie de plus que la Géelette, citée dans ma Déclaration d’autre part, par le nom 
“d Adeline,” a aussi porté le nom de “ la Fourmi,” et que cette Déclaration regarde la méme Géelette 
sous l'un ou l'autre nom. 






Fait et signé par moi a Clarence, le 9 Fevrier 1829. En presence de Témoins. 


(Siené) J. GUILLQT., 






Declared before us, Magistrates of Clarence, 
* this 9th day of February 1829. 
(Signed) W. F. W. Owen, Superintendant, J. P. , 
Aurrep Orrarius Carrineton, Commandant and Magistrate. 
A. Larerua, Magistrate. 










aa a ae ae Ee ions | ‘ 


(Translatior.) 





I, the Undersigned, Captain of the Dutch Schooner “ I’ Adeline,’ declare to have fitted out, 
and departed from St. Thomas, in order to carry on the Slave-trade on the Coast of Africa. Being 
at Brasse, to effect my object, I was boarded, on the 6th of December, by Lieutenant Bachclet, 
(Badgley,) of the Corvette “ Eden,” belonging to His Britaunick Majesty. 

Finding myself acting in contravention of the Law, I make a general abandonment of the Schooner 
and Cargo, renouncing all kitds of enquiries and reclamations, on condition that I and my Crew shall 
be liberated, and exempt from prosecution in reference to the said Schooner. 


_ Done at Clarence, the 9th of February 1829, and signed in presence of 2 Witnesses. 
(Signed) J. GUILLOT, Captain. 









Declared before us, Magistrates of Clarence, 
this 9th day of February 1829. _ 
(Signed) W. EF. W. Owen, Superintendant, J. P. 


Avrrep Orrarius Carrincron, Commandant and Magistrate. 
A. Larerua, Magistrate, 
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I, the Undersigned, certify, moreover, that the Schooner mentioned in my Declaration on the 
other side, by the name of “ I Adeline,’ has also borne the name of “ la Fourmi,” and that this 
Declaration concerns the same Schooner, under both those names. 

Done and. signed at Clarence, by me, 9th February, 1829, in presence of Witnesses. 

(Signed) J. GUILLOT. 
Declared before us, Magistrates of Clarence, 
this 9th of February 1829. 


(Signed) W. F. W. Owen, Superintendant, J. P. 
AurreD Ortarius Carrincron, Commandant and Magistrate. 
A. Lareria, Magistrate. 


Second Enclosure in No. 72. 


Affidavit of Mr. Scheerer, in the Case of the “ Adcline,” atias 


‘La Fourmi.” 


‘APPEARED personally, Mr. John Scheerer, Master’s Assistant of His Britannick Majesty's Ship- 
of-War “Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain, duly authorized and empowered, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Treaty between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The 
King of the Netherlands, to make Seizures of Vessels under Netherland Colours, engaged in the 
Slave-trade, being duly sworn, maketh oath, that, on the 9th day of the Month of February last, 
being at anchor in the Harbour of the Island of Fernando Po, they seized and detained the Schooner 
or Vessel, called “ Adeline,” alias “ Fourmi,’ whereof Joseph Etienne Guillot was Master, by reason 
that the said Schooner was employed in the traffick in Slaves, contrary to the existing Treaties en- 
tered into with His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Netherlands ; and 
Deponent further saith, that the Paper-writings and Documents, hereunto annexed, marked from 
No. 1. to No. 4. inclusive, were found concealed in the cabin of the said Vessel, by Lieutenant 
James Badgley, the boarding Officer, who delivered the same Papers to Captain William Fitz- 
william Owen, of His Majesty’s Ship-of-War “Eden,” by whom they were delivered to this 
Deponent ; and Deponent further saith, that the same are now brought and delivered up in the 
same plight and condition as when so received by this Deponent, without any fraud, addition, sub- 
duction, alteration, or embezzlement, whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 


(Signed) JOHN SCHEERER. 


On the 16th day of March 1829, the said John Scheerer was 
duly sworn to the truth of this Affidavit. 


Schedule of Papers. 


No. |. Muster Roll. 
2. Act of Francisation. 
3. Passport. 
4. Clearance. (Signed) J.D. L. 





Third Enclosure in No. 72. 


Extracts from the Ship's Papers of the “ Adeline,” alias La Fourmi.” 


Acte de Francisation.—Granted to M. Giraud, fils, at Nantes, for “U' Irma,” now called “la Fourmi,” 
belonging to the said Port of Nantes, and built there in 1825; she being a Schooner of 130 tons, 
and owned by the said Giraud, fils, a resident of Nantes. : 


This Document is signed by the Minister of Finance. — ROY. 
Registered at the Custom-House at Nantes, the 19th of October 1825. (Signed) SERAUH, 
The sum of 18 francs paid for this Acte and Receipt given for same. 
Classé & Nantes, October 19, 1825. 
. (Signed) B. LAFITTE. 


Entered in the Registry Book, No. 14, fol. 4. The Clerk of the Marine. 
(Signed) REISSER. 


Extracts of Endorsement on the Acte de Francisation. 


(1.) ACCORDING to a Bill of Sale, made under date of the 25th of November 1826, by Mr. Gerlais, 
on behalf of M. Giraud, fils * [ Irma’ was sold to M. Jean Pierre Francois Victor Franchevent Jeune, 
who declared the purchase to be made on account of M. Louis Masset, Lafont Jeune, and Co., Mer- 
chants of St. Pierre, Martinique. Under which sale, M. Franchevent, tie usual formalities having 
been complied with, changed her name to the “ Four.” tk ALS pray 

Nantes, November 30, 1826. (Signed) SERAUH. 

The amount paid for the above Endorsement is also specified. se rs ; 
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(2.) AT Fort Royal, Martinique, the 15th of February 1827, the Schooner “ la Fourmi" was trans? 
ferred, by Bill of Sale, from Messrs. Masset, Lafont, and Co. to Jean Baptiste Michel Herson, resi- 
dent of St. Pierre (who has complied with the usual Forms on such occasions). 


The Governor's Signature (Chey. de Bouillé), and the Seal of the Colony, is attached to this En- 
dorsement. 


By His Excellency the Governor, the Director-General of the Interior. 
(Signed) ANTE. DEZWORME. 


(3.) A'T Fort Royal, Martinique, the Ist of August 1828, the Governor of the Colony further declares, 
that by a certain Bill of Sale, made on the 20th of May, 1828, the Schooner “ la Fourmi” was resold 
by Mr. Herson to M, Guillot (which latter has complied with the usual Forms on such occasions). 

The Governor's Signature (A. Barré), and the Seal of the Colony, is attached to this Endorsement. 

By the Governor, the Director-General of the Interior. 


(Signed) LE COMTE DE ROSILY. 


Congé. The Schooner “ La Fourmi,” of the Port of St. Pierre, Martinique, and built at Nantes, 
in 1825, belonging to M. Guillot, Marin au Cabotage, Resident at St. Pierre, and commanded by the 
aforesaid Owner, and destined aw Cabotage des Isles. 


Signed by the Governor, Ist of August 1828. (Signed) A. BARRE. 
The Director-General of the Interior. (Signed) LE COMTE DE ROSILY, 
Registered at the Custom-House, St. Pierre, 9th of August, 1828. 

Receveur aux Déclarations, (Signed) D'ALBON. 


Received Dues on this Congé, the sum of 25 francs, 11th of August, 1828, (Signed) LIOT. 


Custom- House Clearance. 


THIS 9th of Augtist 1828, appeared M. Guillot, Master of the French Schooner « La Fourmi,’ of 
this Colony, belonging to himself, and bound to Porto Rico, having on board— 
29 Bales of Merchandize (dry goods) 


1 Case of Cotton goods. 


] 
94 
10 

1 

1 
12 
12 


Barrel, containmg Sundries. 
Barrels of Biscuits. 

Barrels of Wine. 

Ditto of Salt. 

Ditto of Vinegar. 

Kegs of Sweet-oil. 

Firkins of Butter. 


Demi Johns of Geneva: 

Ditto of Cogniac. 

Bundles of Sausages: 

Hams. 

Case of Pipes. 

Ditto of Hats, and Stores for Ship. 


Signed by the Receveur Principal aux Déclarations, D’ALBON. 
Executed by the Sous Inspecteur des Douanes. (Signed) DE MANPERTIN. 


pt eet SD pees oO 


Role d Equipage of the Schooner “ La Fourmi; belonging to Mr. Guillot, Marin au Cabotage, and 
commanded by himself, 10th of August, 1828, allant au Cabotage des Isles. 

Countersigned :— 

Permission to go to Porto Rico, and St. Thomas. 


Le Commis de la Marine. (Signed) REISSER. 


Five men and 2 passengers of the original Muster-Roll appear, from marginal Notes, to have de-~ 
sérted, and been landed at St. Thomas’. 

To the original number of 1] on the Muster-Roll, are added 9 additional Seamen, besides 16 en- 
tered on an additional Muster-Roll, having the following Note signed and sealed by the French 
Agent—Chassériau ;— 


x 


“ Expédiée par nous, Agent Francais, 8 St. Thomas, la Goélette “la Fourmi,” pour les Isles du 
Prince et de St. Thomé, et attendu la nature du Voyage que ce Batiment va entreprendre, nous avons 
autorisé son Capitaine a prendre a son bord, en outre larmement déja porté sur la Réle, 6 canons et 
34 fusils: le tout pour la défense de son Batiment contre les Pirates qui infestent les parages vers 
lesquels il va se diriger.” 


“« §t. Thomas, le 4 Septembre, 1828.” 
The First Muster-Roll is signed by the Captain and Owner, Guillot, the 10th of August, 1828, at 


Martinique, and examined by the Principal Commis de Marine, and permission given for the said 
11 men to be employed in the said Vessel, pour faire le Cabotage. 


Signed, 10th of August, at St. Pierre, 1828. (Signed) SAVOURIN. 
Vu et vérifié au Contréle. (Signed) E. D. AANCLIN. 
Receipt for Dues, being 30 francs 75 cents. (Signed) RIOT, 
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His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen. —(. Received Aug. 30.) 


(Extract.) a Sterra Leone, June 20, 1829. 


_WE have the honour to forward, with the present Despatch, the Report 
cof the Case of the Brig “ Jules,” captured under Netherland Colours, with 
220 Slaves on board, by the Boats belonging to His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” 
‘under the command of Lieutenant Badgley, of that Ship, on the Bar of 
‘the River Old Calabar, on the 6th of January last. 

The Evidence in this Case being perfectly satisfactory of the illicit traffick 
in Slaves, Sentence of Condemnation was passed upon her, and her surviving 
“Slaves decreed to be emancipated, on the 24th Instant. | ak ib 
- In requesting your Lordsbip’s reference to the Report, for the particulars 

which led to our condemning this Vessel, we beg most respectfully to draw 
-your Lordship’s. attention to that particular part of the Evidence of André 

Ferraud, the Master, and Jean Lahogue, the Mate, relative to the French 
Papers the “ Jules” was furnished with, which unveils a most systematick 
combination of fraudulent practices, by Parties engaged in these illegal pur- 
suits, in obtaining those Papers at Guadaloupe and Martinique, and which, 
‘if not forgeries, appear to implicate the Authorities of those Islands, in 
conniving at these nefarious transactions. i . 

_ (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 





The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
BHONNCD 5018 Yel lige “Go sora, OF fe 
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Enclosure in Nos 73. 


Report of the Case of the Netherland Brig “Jules,” Andre Ferraud, Master. 


The Brig “ Jules” was captured, under Netherland Colours, on the 6th of January last, by a 
-detachment of Officers and Men from His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” in the Boats of the said Ship, 
. under the command of Lieutenant Badgley, on the Bar of the Old Calabar River, with 220 Slaves 
‘on board, said to have been shipped there on the 3d of the same Menth, and to be bound from 

ence to Martinique. eee ee ; 
© ‘his Vessel arrived in this Harbour in February last ; but, in consequence of the many irregula- 
-rities and informalities of the Captor, from the prescribed Formula for the Proceedings of the Mixed 

Commissions, she did not come before the Court in a regular manner until the 5th of May, on which 
day the Ship's Papers were filed, duly authenticated by the Affidavit of James Badgley, Esq., Acting 
“Commander of His Majesty's Ship “ Eden.” 

These Papers consisted of a Register, dated at Fort Royal, Martinique, on the 6th of May 1827, 
purporting her to be a French Vessel, built at Nantz, and to belong to Messrs. Cazavan and Moulte, 
| 











Merchants, domiciled at Fort Royal, together with a Congé, Muster-Roll of Crew, and Custom- 
House Clearance from Guadaloupe, bound to St. Thomas’, under the command of Joseph Giron, 


dated 4th July 1828. 
The Monition was prayed for, and issued on the 6th of May, and returned, certified to have been 
duly served, on the 14th. a _ ; 
Previous to the « Jules” coming inte the British and Netherland Court, the Slaves on board, being 
in a very sickly state, were landed by order of the Lieutenant-Governor, (on petition from. the 
“Proctor in the Cause), and delivered over to the Liberated African Department in this Colony, to be 
kept in their original character of Slaves, until Sentence was pronounced upon them. 
‘The Master, André Ferraud, and the Mate, Jean Lahogue, swore, in answer to the Standing Inter- 
_rogatories, “ that. they were naturalized Subjects of The King of the Netherlands; that Johannes 
-Martines, also a Subject of the Netherlands, appointed the Master to the command of the “ Jesdes” 
_ last Summer ; that she sailed under Dutch Colours, but had French Colours on board, to hoist in the 
event of being boarded by an English Man-of-War; that the greater part of the Crew were Duteh- 
men, the rest were Frenchmen and Spaniards ; the Dutchmen came on board at St, Eustatius, and 
were hired and shipped by the Owner of the Vessel, and the former Master (Joseph Giron), who 
“brought her from that Island to St. Thomas’; and the Frenchmen audSpaniards by the Owner and 
_ present. Master; that the Voyage began, and was to have ended, at St. Thomas’; that the River 
| Calabar was the last and only Place touched at previous to Capture ; that 220. Slaves were there 
taken on board; that the Master was the Lader of them, and they believed Martines to be the 
- Owner; but they did not know to whom they were to be consigned, as: the Master's Instructions 
| 2A 
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were merely to appear off St. Thomas’, and to hoist a signal, when a Boat would be sent with 
orders where to proceed with the Slaves; that the outward Cargo was taken on board at 
St. Thomas’ ; that the Papers found on board were not true and fair; that they were professedly 
French Papers, but were felse, and were given to the Master by the Owner at St. Thomas’; that the 
‘true Papers of the Vessel were Dutch, and obtained at St. Eustatius, authorizing her going to St. 
Thomas, and to any other part, except the Coast of Africa; and that they were thrown overboard, 
on the approach of the Capturing Boats, as were also the Owner's Instructions.” They further swore, 
in answer to Special Interrogatories, “ that it is nearly 2 Years since they were at the French Islands 
of Guadaloupe and Martinique ; that they neyer saw the Brig “ Jules” at either of those Islands ; 
that the French Papers were dated in the beginning of July 1828; that the Dutch were dated the 
Ist of. August 1828; and that they can take upon themselves to swear, that the Dutch were the 

true Papers, and that they were dated subsequent to the French Papers now in Court.” 
The fact that this Vessel was engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves having been most fully proved, 
and the Evidence adduced declaring her to be Dutch Property, the Court pronounced Sentence of 
Condemnation upon the said Brig “ Jules,’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, 
and merchandize, laden therein, as good and lawful Prize, and as taken by His Majesty's Ship 
.© Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain; and decreed the emancipation of her sur- 
yiving Slaves, to the number of 207, on the 24th of June,—13 of the unfortunate creatures having 
died between the period of Capture and Adjudication. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 

WM, SMITH. 





No. 74, 
ITs Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Aug. 30.) 


(Extract.) + Sierra Leone, June 26, 1829. 


WE have now the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, 
the Report of the Case of the Schooner “ La Jeune Eugénie,’ captured, 
under the Netherland Flag, with 50 Slaves on board, by the ‘ Cornelia,” 
Tender to His Majesty’s Ship “* Eden,” commanded by Lieutenant Badgley, 
on the 6th of January last. 

The Evidence adduced before the British and Netherland Mixed Court 
of Justice, having most fully established the illicit employment in which “ Le 
Jeune Eugéme” was engaged, contrary to the existing Treaties between Great 
Britain and the Netherlands, tor the repression of the Slave-trade, Sentence 
of Condemnation was pronounced upon her, and her surviving Slaves decreed. 
to be emancipated, on the 24th Instant. 

The same observations which we have had the honour to make to your 
Lordship, in our Report of the Case of the Brig “ Jules,” respecting her 
French Papers, apply as forcibly to that of the present Vessel—and is a fur-- 

_ ther proof of the determination of the Parties concerned in these transactions,, 
to carry on the detestable traffick in Slaves by every fraudulent means-in their 
power. 


(Signed) ~H. J. RICKETTS. 


WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Se. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 74. 


Report of the Case of the Netherland Schooner “ La Jeune Eugénie,” Neils: 
Wilhams, Master. 


The Schooner “ La Jeune Eugénie’ was captured, under Netherland Colours, on the 6th of J anuary’ 
last, by the “ Cornelia,” Tender to His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” under the command of Lieutenant 
Badgley, on the Bar of the Old Calabar River, with 50 Slaves on board, said to have been 

- there on the 3d of the same Month, and to be bound from thence to Martinique. 

The Ship’s Papers, consisting of a Register, dated at Basse Terre, Guadaloupe, 30th of October 
1820, stating her to belong to M. Joseph Descamp, domiciled there; a Congé, and a Muster-Roll, 
both dated at Basse T'erre, 1st of March, 1828, purporting her to be commanded by Jean Adolphe De- 

. sangat, going on the Great Coasting Trade, were brought into Court, and filed on the 5th of May ; 
the Monition was issued-on the day following; and returned, certified to have been’ duly served, on 
the 14th. - ‘ . 


The Slaves in this Case (as in that of the “ Julés,”) were landed a short time after her arrival in 
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this Harbour, and delivered into_ the charge of the Liberated African Department, to be kept in that. 
character until the British and Netherland Mixed Court of Justice pronounced its Sentence upon 
them. ; 

The Master, Neils Williams, on his examination on the Standing Interrogatories, swore “ that he 
was born at the Hague ; that he lived at St.Thomas’, in the West Indies ; had resided there 5 or 6 
Years, and was a Subject of The King of the Netherlands ; that Jan Vangheut, also a Subject of the 
Netherlands, and resident at St. Eustatius, was the Owner of the Vessel, and appointed him to the com- 
mand of her at St. Thomas’, in August or September last ; that she was sometimes sailed under French, 
and semetimes under Dutch, Colours ; that the Crew consisted of Dutchmen, Frenchmen, Spaniards, and 
Portuguese ; that some of the Dutchmen were hired and shipped by the Owner at St. Eustatius, and 
the rest of the Crew by himself, at St Thomas’; that the present Voyage began at St. Thomas’, but he 
did not know where it was to have ended ; his directions being to appear off St. Tlomas’, when In- 
structions would be sent to him; that the River Calabar was the last, and only, Place touched at pre- 
vious to Capture ; that 50 Slaves were taken on board there ; that he himself was the Lader, and 
Vangheut the Owner of them; that the Vessel’s outward Cargo was on board when he took the 
command of her; but that he knew it was shipped at St. Thomas’; that he believed the Passports 
and other Papers found on board the Vessel were not true and fair ; they were delivered to him by the 
Owner at St. Thomas’, and the Mate of the Vessel appeared in them as the Master; that the true 
Papers of the Vessel were Dutch, and obtained at St. Kustatius, authorizing the Vessel to go to St. 
Thomas’ and elsewhere, and that they were thrown overboard, by himself, on the approach of the 

' Capturing Vessel’s Boat, as were also some Letters from the Owner to the Witness.” He further 
swore, in answer to Special Interrogatories, “that he had been at the French Islands of Guadaloupe 
and Martinique, but not since 1816; that he never saw the “ Eugénie” at either of those Places ; that 
the Papers purporting to be the French Papers, were dated the Ist of March 1828; that the Dutch 
Papers, which were destroyed, were dated the 3d of September of the same Year; that he could 
take upon himself to swear, that the Dutch were the true Papers of the Vessel ; and that they were 
dated subsequent to the French Papers now in Court.” 

An Affidavit of the Prize Master, Mr. William Stuart, was filed, to account for this Witness being 
the only one examined, He swore that, after the Capture of the said Schooner, the Master and Mate 
were left on board, for the purpose of being brought to this Place to give their Evidence ; and that, 
on the passage up, the Mate (Despaux) departed this life. ' i 

Slaves having been actually found on board this Vessel, and the Evidence before the Court proving 
Her to be Dutch property, Sentence of Condemnation was pronounced upon the said Schooner, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, laden therein, as good and 
lawful Prize, for being engaged in the illicit traffick in Slaves, taken by His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” 
‘William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq. Captain, and the emancipation of her surviving Slaves, to the 
number of 46, decreed, on the 24th of June,—4 having died between the time of Capture and Adjudi- 
cation. 








(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 


8 eee 
No. 75. 


His Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Aug. 30.) 








My Lorp, Sierra Leone, June 26, 1829. 


OUR present Despatch encloses, for your Lordship’s information, the 
Report of the Case of the Netherland Schooner “ Adeline,” alias “ Fourmi,” 
| captured, on the gth day of February last, by His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Eden,” 
| commanded by Captain Wilham Fitzwilliam Owen, in Clarence Cove, 

- Fernando Po, being fitted and equipped, and having on board a general 
| Cargo of merehandize for the Slave-trade. 
| _ Foran elucidation of the uncommon circumstances attendant upon the 
Capture of this Vessel, whilst lying in the Harbour of a British Settlement 
‘on the Coast of Africa, we beg most respectfully to refer your Lordship to 
‘the Declaration of the Captor, embodied in the Report. . 

The Evidence given in this Case, together with the outfit and equipment, 
having fully proved the “define” to come within the operation of the 
further Additional Article to the Treaty with the Netherlands, which declares, 
that any Vessel so fitted and equipped shall be held a primd facte Evidence 
_of her employment in the prohibited traflick in Slaves,—Sentence of Con- 
demnation was pronounced upon her on the 24th Instant. 

We feel it to be our duty again to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
‘system of fraud, detailed in the Evidence against this Vessel, which is carried ops 
) on at St. Thomas’, and Guadaloupe, and Martinique, in furnishing Vessels ~ rye, 

| intended for the Slave-trade with French Papers, whose outfit and equipment oes o 
alone would betray the real intentions of the Parties concerned in these illicit: yy 
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transactions, were the slightest vigilance exercised by the Authorities at those 
Islands; and who might, were they so inclined, readily frustrate the intended 
object of the Voyage about to be performed. 


.We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) H. J RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. &e. de. 





Enclosure in No. 75. 


Report of the Case of the Netherland Schooner “ Adeline,” alias “ Fourmi,” 
. Sarassin, Master. 





‘ 


THE Schooner “ Adeline,” alias “ Fourmi’” was captured, under Netherland Colours, on the 9th 
of February 1829, by His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., Captain, 
in Clarence Cove, Island of Fernando Po, having on board a general Cargo of Merchandize for the 
Slave-trade, said to have been taken on board at St. Thomas’ (West Indies) on or about the Ist of 
September last, and declared to be bound from thence to Brasse. 

‘The Ship’s Papers, purporting her to be a French Vessel, named “ La Fourmi,’ and belonging to 
M. Guillot, Mariner, domiciled at St. Pierre, Martinique, dated in August 1828, were brought in and 
filed in this Case, duly authenticated by James Badgley, Esq. Acting Commander of His Majesty's 
Ship “ Eden,” on the 6th of May last. A Monition was at the same time prayed for, citing all 
Parties interested to appear, which went forth on the following day, and was returned on the 15th, 
certified to have been duly served. 

Captain Owen, in his Declaration, stated “ that the said Schooner was in the first instance detained 
in the River Akassatora, of Brasse, on the Coast of Africa, on the Night of the 6th of December, by 
Lieutenant Badgley with a detachment of Officers. and Men belonging to, and in a Boat of, His 
Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” in consequence of an unprovoked act of hostility committed upon the said 
Boat,-and taken to Fernando Po, until an opportunity should offer for delivering the Vessel and Crew 
over to some Constituted Authority of His Most Christian Majesty, (whose Flag she then pretended 
to wear,) who might be authorized to give assurance that satisfaction would be made for the said 
act of hostility ; that during the detention, Guillot, the Master, and his Crew, voluntarily came 
forward, and declared the said Schooner to be bond fide a Netherland Vessel; and that the Papers 
of the Vessel, in the Netherland language, were destroyed or made away with by the falling or 


jumping overboard of the Second in Command, named Sarassin, who had them concealed on his 


person during the attack made upon the Boat of His Majesty's Ship under his command; in 
consequence of which, he detained the said Vessel, and sent her to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication.” 

Affidavits of M. Garoute, the Second Mate, and John Woodman, Corporal of Marines, of His 
Majesty's Ship “‘ Eden;” and then on board the “ Adeline,” were filed, accounting for -the non- 
appearance of the Master, Guillot, who, whilst on her passage to this Place, departed this life. 
"he said Garoute, and a Seaman, named Jan Vandyke, were, therefore, the only Witnesses 
produced in the Case. . The former swore, in answer to the Standing Interrogatories, “ that the 
Master's name was Sarassin; that he believed he was born at St. Eustatius, and generally resided 
there ; that he believed Sarassin to be the principal Owner of thé Vessel, and appointed himself to 
the command of her ; that she sailed under Dutch Colours; had French Colours on board to hoist in 
the event of falling in with British Vessels ; that her name is the ‘* Adeline,’ and that he has only 
known her by that name ; that the Crew was composed of Dutchmen, Frenchmen, and Spamiards ; that 
he understood the Dutchmen were hired and shipped by Sarassin at St. Eustatius ; himself and the 
rest of the Crew were hired and shipped by him at St. Thomas’; that he believed the Master, 
Sarassin, and the First Mate, Guillot, were the sole Owners of the Vessel, and also the Owners and 
Laders of the Cargo ; that the Voyage began at St. Thomas’, and was to end at St. Eustatius; that 
the River Brasse was the last and only Place touched at previous to Capture ; that they went there 
to trade for Slaves ; that the whole of the outward Cargo was intended to be landed there; that it 
was all on board at the time of Capture, except 10 puncheons of rum and 108 muskets ; that the 
Passports and other Papers found on board at the time of Capture, were false; they were in the 
French language, and obtained at St. Thomas’ to cover the Vessel and Cargo from Seizure by 
British Vessels ; that the true Papers of the Vessel, (the Dutch,) were about the person of Sarassin, 
when he jumped overboard on the approach of Capturing Vessel’s Boat, and during the resistance 
that was made to the boarding ; that he had seen the Dutch Papers, and that they were dated at St. 
Eustatius, and authorized the Vessel to trade for African produce on the Coast of Africa.” 

The Sailor, Jan Vandyke, swore “ that the Master (Sarassin) was a Dutchman by birth ; that he 
took possession of the Vessel at St. Eustatius about 9 Months ago; that she was seized for being’a 
Slaver, and for firmg into the Man-of-War's Boat; that she sailed under Dutch Colours, and had 
French on board to. hoist, if fallen in with by an [English Man-of-War; that he knows her by the 
name of “ Adeline ;” that the Voyage began at St. Hustatius, and was to end at either Porto Rico or 
Cuba ; that she anchored and touched at the River Brasse during the present Voyage, to trade for 
Slaves ; that he did not know any thing about the Papers found on board the Vessel, but had heard 
hat Serassin had some Papers about him, relative to her, when he jumped overboawd.” 

Garoute further deposed, on Special Interrogatories, “ that he had been at the French Islands of 
Guadaloupe and Martinique ; that it was about 18 Months ago since he was there, that he never 
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‘saw the “ Adeline” at either of those Islands; that the French Papers, which were found on board 


were dated the 7th August 1828; that the Dutch Papers, which were thrown overboard, were dated 
the 5th September following ; that he could take upon himself to swear, that the Dutch were the 


‘true Papers of the Vessel, and that they were dated subsequent to the French Papers now in 


Court.” 

Vandyke, on being examined on the same Interrogatories, swore “ that he had never been at Mar- 
tinique or Guadaloupe ; and though he could not depose to the date of either the French or the Dutch 
Papers, yet he could take upon himself to swear, that the Dutch were the true Papers of the Vessel.” 

The Evidence thus given having proved this Vessel to be destined for the traffick in Slaves, and to 
be Dutch property, sailing under Dutch Colours, and the nature of her equipment, at the time of 
Capture, having been sworn to by William Stuart, a Petty Officer in His Majesty's Ship “ Eden,” 
who, in his Affidavit, stated “ that he was present at the Seizure of the ‘ Adeline,” alias “ Fourmi ;” 
that she was then equipped for the African Slave-trade, being fitted with a Slave-deck, Slave-coppers, 
a considerable quantity of Slave-irons, and water-casks sufticient to contain water for 400 Slaves on 
a Voyage to the West Indies; that the hatches of the said Schooner were fitted with gratings, and 
that he was the only Officer present, besides the Capturing Officer, who was then confined by severe 
illness,” most clearly brought the “ Adeline” within the operation of the Further Additional Article 
to the Treaty with the Netherlands, for the repression of the illicit traffick in Slaves, signed at Brus- 
sels, the 25th of January 1823; the Court, therefore, condemned the said Schooner “ Adeliné,’ alias 
« Fourmi,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and mercharidize laden on board 
of her, as good and lawful Prize, taken by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” Captain William Fitzwil- 
liam Owen, at its Sitting on the 24th Instant. ; fs 

; (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 


WM. SMITHS. 
No. 76. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(. Received Aug. 30.) 
(Extract.) Sierra Leone, June 26, 1829. 


WE have the honour, with the present Despatch, to forward to your Lord- 
ship the Report of the Case of the Netherland Schooner “ /Zirondelle,” cap- 
tured at the Entrance of the Calabar River, with 112 Slaves, and a Cargo of 
Merchandize on board, on the 26th of February, by His Majesty’s Ship 
“« Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq. Commander. 

This Vessel was presented to the Court under similar circumstances to 
those which attended the Brig “Jzdes,” and Schooner “ La Jeune Eugénie.” 
The Evidence detailed the same system of having'on board fraudulent Papers, 
to further the views of the Parties interested in this Vessel, in carrying on the 
illicit traffick in Slaves ; in the very act of which she was captured : Sentence 
of Condemnation was consequently pronounced upon her, and. her surviving 
Slaves decreed to be emancipated, on the 24th Instant. 

- After the Capture of the “ Mirondelle,” she was taken to the Island of Fer- 
nando Po, where Captain Owen ordered a Survey to be held “ upon her state 
and condition ; upon her accommodation and Cargo; and upon her capabilities 
for a Voyage to Sierra Leone.” The Surveyors for this purpose were, the 
Acting Commander of the “¢ Eden,” and the Master of the “ Hirendelle,” and, 
upon their recommendation, Captain Owen landed the whole of the Cargo of 
Merchandize laden om board of her, and sold it upon an estimate of its Value, 
to the amount of £1,115. 18s. 34d. A Copy of tbe Report of Survey, and a 
Copy of the estimated Value of the Cargo, both of which Documents were 
filed to account for this proceeding, we beg to enclose. The money has not 
yet been remitted to us, to appropriate according to the Treaty. 

(Sigued) H. J. RICKETTS. 
WM. SMITH. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. | . 
&e. &c. &e. 





First Enclosure in. No. 76. 


Report of the Case of the Netherland Schooner “ Hirondelle,” Joxé Carretero, 
Master. | . 
“THE Schooner “ Hirondelle,” J oze Carretero, Master, was seized, under the Netherland Flag, on 
thie 26th February last, within the Entrance of the: Old Calabar River, haviag on board a Cargo of 
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Merchandize, and 112 Slaves, by His Majesty's Ship “Eden,” William Fitzwilliam Owen, Esq., 
Commander. 

The “ Hirondelle,” arrived in this Harbour on the 5th May, with only 73 of the said Slaves on 
board, (5 having died on the passage up here, and 34 having been landed and kept at Fernando Po, by 
Captain Owen, for the preservation of their health) and without the Cargo of Merchandize that was 

‘ captured on board of her, Captain Owen having landed and sold it, to make room for the accommo= 
dation of the Slaves. On the 7th, the Ship's Papers, and the Declaration of the Captor, were brought 
in and filed, duly authenticated by the Affidavit of James Badgley, Esq. Acting Commander of His 

- Majesty's Ship “ Eden.” The former consisted of an “ Acte de Francisation,” dated Pointe-d-Pitre, 
Guadalonpe, 12th June 1828, and registered at the Custom-House there on the 20th following, 
declaring the “ Hirondelle” to belong to Messrs. Verguin and Lemoine, domiciled at Pointe-A-Pitre. 
A Congé, and a Role d’Equipage, both dated at the same Place, on the 10th October 1828, declaring 
her to be bound to St. Thomas’, under the command of the Sieur Bonnet Leon. The last Docu- 
ment.is countersigned by “ Bn. Chassériau,” Agent to The King of France, at St. Thomas’, on the 25th 
of the same Month, on her departure for the Island of Princes, on the Coast of Africa, and on which 
said Document Joze Carretero, of Curacoa, appears as the Second Captain. 

Captain Owen, in his Declaration, dated the 28th Febmary, stated, “that he detained the 
‘« Hirondelle” sailing under Dutch Colours, commanded by Jozé Carretero, who declared her to be 
bound from Akassatora River to the River Old Calabar, to complete her Cargo of Slaves, having 
then on board 112 Slaves, said to have been taken on board in the first named River ; and that they 
were all healthy.” 

The Surgeon to the Court made his Report on the state of the Slaves on board, on 7th May, in 
which he stated, that “these people are reported to have been in good health when landed at 
Fernando Po, where they remained about 6 Weeks; but some of them having met with slight 
scratches, these soon became afflicted with ulcers,—10 of which, of extremely bad character, are now 
on board ;” and he, therefore, recommended that all should be landed as soon as possible ; and that 
the ulcer cases should be carefully separated from those who were not so afflicted. They were 
accordingly landed and delivered into the charge of the Liberated African Department, to be kept in 
their origmal character, pending the proceedings against this Vessel. 

A Monition was prayed for by the Proctor for the Captor on the 9th, which, being granted, went 
forth on the 11th, and was returned, certified to have been duly served, on the 19th. 

On the 25th following, the Proctor prayed to be, and was, allowed to file an Affidavit of Josef 
Antoine, a Seaman belonging to and on board the said Schooner, accounting for the absence of the 
Master ; in which he swore, “ that the real Master’s name was Portier ; that having gone on Shore 
for the purpose of trading for Slaves, he was in a skirmish killed by the Natives ; that the command 
then devolved on the Mate, Don Jozé (Carretero) under whose command she was captured ; that 
there was no such person on board as Leon Bonnet, nor had he known any other Masters on board 
sald Vessel than the before named Portier and Don Jozé.” 

Captain Owen did not send Jozé Carretero, whom he assumed to be a Spaniard, as a Witness in 
this Case, because, he'stated, “he had received orders from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, not to consider himself authorized to extend his power and jurisdiction, as Superintendant 
and Justice of the Peace at Fernando Po, to any of the Subjects of His Catholick Majesty ; and 
that, therefore, he did not feel himself authorized to oblige M. Jozé Carretero to make the Voyage 
to Sierra Leone, in consequence of his protest, and demand to be set at liberty upon that Island.” 
The Proctor tendered the Deposition of the said Carretero, voluntarily made, on Oath, before Captain 
Owen at Fernando Po, acknowledging she was a Dutch Vessel, but, it being contrary to the practice of 
the Court, to receive any Evidence not taken and sworn to before the authorized Officer, (the Registrar) 
it was rejected. Josef Ambroze, and Josef Antoine, 2 Seamen belonging to the “ Hirondelle’’ were, 
therefore, the only Witnesses examined in this Case. The former, in answer to the Standing Inter- 
rogatories, swore, “ that the name of the Master of the Vessel taken was Portier, and that he 
generally resided at St. Eustatius ; that a Merchant, who resided at St. Eustatius, named Hendrique,. 
appointed the Master to the command of the Vessel; at which Place he took possession of her 
6 Months ago, and that the aforesaid Hendrique gave the Master such possession ; that he, Witness, 
has only known the Vessel since entering on board of her for this Voyage at St. Eustatius, where 
he first saw her; she was seized for being a Slaver ; she generally sailed under Dutch Colours, but 
was under French Colours when captured ; French and Dutch Colours were on board, as she had 
both French ana Dutch Papers ; that her name is the “ Hirondelle ;’ her Crew consisted of Dutch- 
men, Spaniards, Portuguese, and Frenchmen ; the Dutchmen were shipped at St. Eustatius, and the 
others at St. Thomas’, by the Master (Portier.) That the present Voyage began at St. Thomas’, 
and, he believed, it was to have ended at that Island, or St. Eustatius. The Vessel had anchored 
and touched during the present Voyage, and before Capture, at the River Brasse ; she went there to. 
trade for Slaves, and was captured at the Mouth of the Calabar River ; that the before-mentioned 
Hendrique was the Owner of the Vessel; knew him to be the Owner from his always being on 
board when she was at St. Eustatius, giving orders for the repairs of the Vessel. He (Witness) 
believed the said Hendrique to be a Native of St. Eustatius, where he lived with his wife and family. 
That the Master, Portier, was the Lader of the Slaves on board, but he did not know who-were the 
Owners or Consignees of them ; heard they were to have been delivered at St. Thomas, or St. 
Eustatius, or Porto Rico; that some of the dry goods of the Cargo were shipped on board at St. 
Eustatius, the rest of the Cargo at St.Thomas’; that the Passports and other Papers which were 
found on board were French ; he believed them to be false, having been told so by the Mate (Don 
Jozé) who said they were obtained at St. Thomas’; that he saw the said Mate go forward in the 
Vessel, when the Capturing Ship's Boats were seen approaching, and were known to be English, 
and throw overboard the Dutch Papers, which he first wrapped up in. the Dutch Colours.” Josef: 
Antoine corroborated the truth of the Evidence of Josef Ambroze in every particular, with this addi- 
tional fact, “that he knew the Papers which were thrown overboard by the Mate were Dutch, and 
the true Papers of the Vessel.” 

Although it would haye been much more satisfactory to the Court to have had the Evidence of” 
José Carreteso, who was so deeply concerned in this transaction, and from whom much information 
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of the system pursued, in the West Indies, in the illegal traffick in which this Vessel was engaged, 
would probably have been elicited ; and whilst the Court was obliged totally to reject the principle 
by which Captain Owen had been guided, in not sending so important a Witness up, it not being, 
in its opinion, applicable to Cases of the present nature, nor intended, by the Instructions he quoted, 


‘to extend to Spanish Subjects taken on board Slave-ships, but only to those actually residing on 


the Island of Fernando Po; yet it conceived there were sufficient grounds for going to the adjudica- 
tion of this Case, on the merits before it, by which it, indubitably, appeared that this Vessel was 
Dutch property, sailing under the Dutch Flag, but fraudulently covered by French Papers :—the 
Court, therefore, on the 24th Instant, condemned the “ Hirondelle” for being illegally engaged in the 
traffick in Slaves, as good and lawful Prize, and as taken in such illicit traffick by His Majesty's 
Ship “ Eden,” Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen, Commander, and decreed the emancipation of 
the 55 Slaves who were here at the time of the passing of the Sentence (23 having died out of the 
78 sent up) and of the 34 Slaves, or the survivors of them, who were landed at Fernando Po. 


(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS 
WM, SMITH. - 


Second Enclosure in No. 76. 


Report of Saree? of the Netherland Schooner Hirondelle,” 


IN pursuance of an Order from W. F. W. Owen, Esq. Captain of His Majesty's Ship “ Eden, 
&c. we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been on board the detained Schooner “ Hiron- 
delle,’ and have there taken a strict and careful Survey, upon her present state and condition, upon. 
her accommodation and Cargo, and also upon her capabilities for the Voyage to Sierra Leone, and 
find as follows,—that it is indispensably necessary, either that the Cargo, which is a mixed one, or 
the Slaves, be landed, it being impossible that both can be sent forward without great risk; we, 
therefore, recommend, that the Cargo of Merchandize be landed and disposed of: and, as there 
is no competition in purchasers of that kind, we conceive that a reduction of 30 per cent. upon 
the invoice prices, (the goods being laid in at St. Thomas, and many of them at high prices) will. 
make their value equal to what is usually siven at this Place, or Sierra Leone, for similar goods. 


Given under our hands in Clarence, this 9th day of March 1829. 


(Signed) JAMES BADGLEY, Acting Commander, H. M. S. “ Eden.” 
JOZE CARRETERO, Master of the “ Hirondelle,” detained Schooner.. 





‘Third Enclosure in No. 76. 
Estimated Value of the Cargo of the ° Hirondelle,” 10¢2 March 1829. 


£.1116 18s. 32d. 








Landed A Clarence for sale, the proceeds to be forwarded to the Court where: the Cause of the: 


é tried. . 
Vee eu pate * (Signed) W. F. W. Owen, Captain. 


‘ 
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His Majesty's Commissioners to John Backhouse, E'sq.— (Received ug. 30.) 


Sir, AS Sierra Leone, July 21,1829. 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of. 
the Reign of His present Majesty, entitled “ An Act to amend and conso- 
lidate the Laws relating to the abolition ot the Slave-trade,” we beg leave to. 
enclose a Return of all the Cases of Netherland Vessels, adjudicated in the 


British and Netherland Mixed Court of Justice established here, from the 1st: 
of January to the Ist of July 1829. 


‘We have the honour to be, &c. P » 
; a (Signed), H. J.. REICKETTS.. . 
John Backhouse, Esq. i WM. SMITH. © 


&c. Oe . ate i 
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Sierra Lzonz. (Netherlands.) Ot / ay 


No. 78. 
iTis Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earlof Aberdeen.—( Received Nov. 24.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, September 5, 1829. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
Despatch, (General,) dated the 23d May 1829, transmitting to us the Copy 
ot a Despatch, and its Enclosures, from His Majesty’s Ambassador in the 
Netherlands, containing the Answer which the Netherland Government 
returned to the Communication which your Lordship directed to be made to 
the Minister of His Netherland Majesty, respecting the impunity with 
which Offenders against the Laws for the suppression of the Slave-trade, were 

allowed to return, after conviction, to the renewed pursuits of that traffick. 
| The Government of the Netherlands having expressed its opinion, that 
| the Mixed Court have the power of applying the Penalty denounced by the 
Law of the 20th November 1818, against such Subjects of the Netherlands 
| as shall be convicted of carrying on the illegal trattick in Slaves, will, we 
hope, be attended with salutary results in checking the practice which Mr. 


Jackson complained of. We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. WM. SMITH. 


| Se. &e. &e. 





No. 79. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 30, 1829. 
| I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, the Copy of a 
| Note which I have received from the Minister Plenipotentiary of The King 
| of the Netherlands at this Court, reporting that M. Bonnouvrié is about 
| to return to his Post, to resume his Duties as His Netherland Majesty’s 
| Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone. Tam, &c, 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
His Majesty's Commissioners. 





Enclosure in No. 79. 


M. Dedel to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Bryanstone-Square, 17 Novembre, 1829, 
CONFORMEMENT 8 Sinvitation qui lui a été faite de la part de son Gouvernement, le Sous- 
signé, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Le Roi des Pays-Bas, a !honneur de poiter a la connais- 
sance de Son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’ Aberdeen, Secrétaire d’Etat pour les Affaires Etrangéres, 
| que le Sieur E. P. G. Bonnouvrié, Juge pour les Pays-Bas a la Cour Mixte pour la répression de 
la traite des Négres, établie 2 Sierra Leone, retournera 4 son Poste vers la fin de ce Mois. Ce 
| Fonctionnaire, qui précédemment, a fait un séjour a Sierra Leone, vient de passer quelque tems en 
congé dans le Royaume des Pays-Bas. 
Le Soussigné saisit cette occasion, &c. 
| “Son Excellerce Le Comte d' Aberdeen, (Signé) W.G. DEDEL, 
| &e. &e. &e. 





Translation. 

% : Bryanstone-Square, November 17, 1829. 
THE Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, com- 
| plying with a request of his Government to that effect, has the honour to acquaint His Excellency 
the Earl of Aberdeen, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that Mr. E. P. G. Bonnouvrié, Judge 
en behalf of the Netherlands, in the Mixed Commission for the repression of the Slave-trade, 
established at Sierra Leone, will return to his Post towards the latter end of this Month. This 
Functionary, who formerly made some stay at Sierra Leone, has been absent on Jeave in the King- 
dom of the Netherlands. 


The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity, &c. : 
(Signed) W. G. DEDEL, 


























His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
&c. &e. &c. 


2C 
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HAVANA, | 


No. 80. 
WW. S. Macteay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Jan. 29, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Havana, November 21, 1828. 


ON the 9th Instant, the Spanish Brig “ Panchita,” D. Jozé Zuloaga, 
Master, sailed for the Coast of Africa. , 

On the 11th, the Spanish Brig “ Gad/o,” D. Ramon Gonzalez, Master, and 
on the following day, the Schooner “ Potosi,” D. Andrez Larrazabal, arrived 
in this Port in ballast, having previously landed each a Cargo of Negroes on 
the Coast of the Island. I enclose Copies and Translations of the Correspon- 
dence that passed on the subject of these 2 Vessels, between the Captain-Ge- 
neral and myself. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) | W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. — 
&e. SiGe Se. 


First Enclosure in No. 80. 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


: Havana, November 11, 1828. 
THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has to state to His Excellency the 
Captain-General, the arrival of another Slave-vessel, the “ Gallo,’ D. Ramon Gonzalez, Master, 
which came into Port Yesterday, after having landed het Slaves. It will be the painful duty of the 
Undersigned to announce the circumstance to his Government. 
The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY, 





Second Enclosure in No. 80. (Translation.) | 
The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, November 13, 1828. 
_ LHAVE received your Letter of the 1]th Inst.,in which you inform me, that it will be your duty to 
notify to your Government the arrival of another Slave-vessel in this Port, after having landed her 
Slaves, namely, the “ Gallo,’ D. Ramon Gonzalez, Master. I have to reply, that I have, in obe- 
dience to the resolution of The King, my August Sovereign, dated 2d January 1826, addressed to-day 
fhe necessary orders to the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, di- 
recting him to proceed forthwith to the necessary investigation, the result of which I shall duly trans- 


mit to you. God preserve you many Years. 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) F, D. VIVES. 





Third Enclosure in No. 80. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, November 14, 1828. 

‘THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to inform His Ex- 

cellency the Captain-General, that it will be his duty to acquaint his Government with the arrival in 

this Port, on the 12th Instant, of another Slave-vessel, namely, the Schooner “ Potesi,’” D. Andres 
de Larrazabal, Master, after having landed Slaves on the Coast of this Island. 
A tin The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 

His Excellency the Captain- General, . (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 80. (Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, November 18, 1828. 


I HAVE received your Letter of the 14th Instant, acquainting me with the arrival in this Port, 
on the preceding day, of a Slave-vessel, named the “ Potosi,’ D. Andres Larrazabal, Master, after 
having disembarked her Cargo of Slaves, and that it will be your duty to inform your Government 
thereof; in reply I have to state, that in obedience to the Resolution of The King, my August Master, 
of the 2d January 1826, I this day write to the Second Chief of the Naval Forces on this Station, 
directing him to proceed to the necessary investigation, of the result of which you shall be duly in- 
formed. God preserve you many Years, 

The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) E..D. VIVES. 





Fifth Enclosure in No. 80. (Translation.) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, November 19, 1828. 


THE Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, writes to me, on the 
14th Instant, as follows :— 

« Most Excellent Sir,—The Principal Commandant of Registers of this Island, writes to me, under 
date the 13th Instant, as follows,—* Having examined the Log-Books of the Spanish Brig, called the 
« Gallo,” which anchored m this Port, on the 10th Instant, on her arrival from the Coast of Africa, 
it does not appear that this expedition has had any concern with the traffick in Bozal Negroes, — 
I transmit this to your Excellency in answer to yours, of the same date, in which you are pleased to 
send me a Copy of that of the British Commissioner, Mr. W. S. Macleay, on the same subject.’ ”” 

All which I transcribe for your information, and in answer to your Note of the 11th Instant, 
advising you, that, by the first opportunity, I shall make The King, my Master, acquainted with this 


God preserve you many Years. 
(Signed) F. D. VIVES. 


incident. 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 





Sixth Enclosure in No. 80. (Translation.) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, November 21, 1828.. 


IN his Letter, dated the 19th Instant, the Second Chief of the Naval Forces on this Station, writes 
to me as follows :—* Most Excellent Sir,—The Principal Commandant of the Registers of this Island 
has written to me, under date of the 13th Instant, as follows :—* Having examined the Log-books of: 
the Spanish, Schooner, called the “ Potosi,” which anchored in this Port Yesterday, from the Island of. 
St. Thomas, it does not appear by them that this mercantile expedition has been employed in the pro- 
hibited traffick of Bozal Negroes, which I now beg leave respectfully to apprize you of ; and I transmit 
the same to Your Excellency in reply to your Official Note of Yesterday, in which you were pleased 
to send me a Copy of one from His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner, Mr. W. S. Macleay, relating 


to the subject.’ ” ; : ; 
All which I communicate to you for your information, and in answer to your Note of the 14th, 


advising you that, by the first occasion, I shall acquaint The King, my Master, of this occurrence. 
God preserve you many Years. 
(Signed) F. D. VIVES. 


The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 
eee CUSS~—S=“‘“‘CSC't;t;*;‘(CCSSNNCONC(‘(C“N 
No. 81. 

W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed Jan. 29, 1829.). 


My Lorp, Havana, November 25, 1828. 


HAVING learned by a private Letter from the Honourable Admiral 
Fleeming, that Lieutenant Pulling, of His Majesty’s Schooner “ Skipjack,” 
had reported to him that, on visiting Slave-vessels at Sea, outward bound. for 
the Coast of Africa, he had found on board them more than 1 of the Spanish 
Sailors whom he had taken in the “ Intrepido,” \ately condemned, I thought 
it right to represent the same to the Captain-General. I accordingly took 
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an early opportunity of calling on His Excellency, who informed me, that, by 
the actual Laws of Spain, there is no punishment for any of the Persons con- 
cerned in Slave-trading, excepting the Owner, Master, and Pilot, which, 
indeed, I already well knew. His Excellency, however, made no remark on 
the obvious impropriety of allowing these Sailors again to embark on an 
illegal Voyage. 
I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. 
&c. ee &c. 


a a a ae a 
No. 82. 


WV. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen. —( Received Fan. 29, 1829.) 


(Extract.) Havana, December 2, 1828: 


ON the 29th Ultimo, His Majesty’s Schooner “ Skipjack” came into this 
Port, and her Commander, Lieutenant Pulling, informed me, by Letter, a 
Copy of which I have the honour to enclose, that he had that very Morning 
discovered a suspicious Schooner on the Coast; after firing a gun to bring her 
to, and observing that she did not answer his signal, he gave chase; that the 
Schooner fired upon him, and ran a-shore, about 9 miles to the Westward of 
Havana, at a Village called Jaymanita, where she succeeded in landing her 
Slaves, with the assistance of Boats from the Shore, which also kept up a brisk 
fire on the “‘ Skipjack ;” that before the Boats of His Majesty’s Schooner could 


board her, owing to the difficulty of coming to anchor on a dangerous Coast, 






















































































































































































































































































so as to cover the boarders, the Slave-vessel blew up; that when she was at 
length taken possession of, the Captors found her to be a perfect Wreck ; and 
that having taken with them such Papers and Articles as they could save, with 
the only Negro they could find on board, they completely destroyed her. 
The Papers found on the Wreck proved the Schooner to have been the “M/u- 
ria,’ commanded by Don Francisco Romero. There is every reason to be- 
lieve, although it may be impossible to prove the fact, that the Crew set fire 
to her, as in the Case of the “ Magico,” with the horrible intention of destroy~ 
ing the Captors, together with such Negroes as they had not time to land. 

I immediately addressed a Copy of Lieutenant Pulling’s Letter to the 
Captain-General, calling His Excellency’s serious attention to so flagrant an 
affair. ‘The Captain-General has answered me, that he has referred the 
Papers to one of his Official Legal Advisers, for his opinion, Copies of both 
Letters are herewith enclosed. 

I hope I may be allowed to express to your Lordship my sense of Licu- 
tenant Pulling’s activity and enterprize during the short time be has been on 
the Coast. He has greatly alarmed the Slave-traders; and I feel convinced, 
that would the Spanish Government but consent to the Seizure of all Vessels 
employed in this traffick, whether they have Slaves on board or not, a few 
such Officers would soon extinguish the trade. 


(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
§e. Ge §e. 


First Enclosure in No. 82. 
Lieutenant Pulling to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 
Sir, Eis Majesty's Schooner “ Skipjack,” Havana, November 29, 1828. 


T HAVE the honour to acquaint you of the arrival here this day of His Majesty's Schooner under 
my command, and to inform you, that at 3. 25. this Morning, Havana Light bearing E. 8. E. 4 or 
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5 miles, a strange and suspicious Vessel was observed to the N. W. of us; we bore up close to her, 
and at about 3. 40. she was seen to make all sail to the Westward ; at day-light, we discovered her to 
be a 2 topsail Schooner, and as the wind was very light, commenced sweeping after her,— observing 
her to do the same, I ordered the Colours to be hoisted, and fired a gun to bring her to: as, however, 
she still continued sweeping and steering for the land, and appeared to be perfectly regardless of our 
signal, I commenced an occasional fire, at the same time continued to sweep towards her ; at about 6 
o'clock, she hoisted Spanish Colours, and commenced a fire of round and grape shot, which she con- 
tinued with spirit, but I am happy to add, without effect ; and of course from this time I lost no 
opportunity of annoying her ; at7 o'clock she was distinctly observed to have run a-ground, and Inow 
saw that a number of Boats came from the Shore, (néar Jaymanita, about 9 miles from Havana), to 
her assistance ; these I also endeavoured, by a quick fire, to intimidate as much as possible ; we, however, 
observed that they were busily employed in landing the Negroes, at the same time returning our fire 
in a very spirited manner. 

At 7.40. she blew up, and I now ordered a Boat to be heisted out, and sent her a-head to sound, and 
at about 8 o'clock came to with the small bower in 11 fathoms, with a spring on the cable, in order 
to cover the Boat ; our place of anchorage was about half a mile from the Slaver ; the centre of the 
Table of Mariel bearing S. W. 4 S. Huts and Bay of Jaymanita S. by E. 5 E. about one third of a 
mile. 

On boarding her she was found to be a complete Wreck, the after part of her being blown to 
atoms with scarcely the vestige of a deck; 1 male Negro was lying on the forecastle, having ap- 
parently suffered much from sickness,—he was deplorably emaciated, and had several sores on 
various parts of his body. 

She appeared to be about 160 tons (Spanish) in burthen, (200 English), marked with 2 stars on 
the stern, and having one long 12-pounder on deck, a 6-pounder carronade was also found in the 
hold, and I have no doubt that she contained others, which, from the confusion, we could not find ; 
2 Papers were also found in a small dressing case, the one being a receipt for the whole of the 
Schooner’s Cargo, dated Calabar, 20th May 1828, and the other being a List of 233 Slaves shipped on 
board of her at the same Place, dated the 21st ; these I have now the honour to enclose. { 

Finding that it would be utterly impossible to right or save her, she was again set fire to and 
totally destroyed, and the Negro brought on board His Majesty's Schooner “ Skipjack.” 

From the above Documents it appears that the above Vessel was named the “ Maria,” and com- 


manded by Francisco Romero. . 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) J. PULLING, Lieutenant and Commander, 


His Majesty's Commissioner. 
Pet 8 A ee 


Second Enclosure in No. 82. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, November 30, 1828. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, begs leave most earnestly to call 
the Captain-General’s serious attention to the enclosed Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Pulling, of 
His Majesty’s Schooner “ Skipjack,” by which it appears that the Spanish Slave-schooner “ Maria,” 
PD. Francisco Romero, Master, has, in utter contempt of the Treaty between the two Governments 
for the abolition of the Slave-trade, fired’ on His Majesty’s Flag when employed in the execution of 
it, and has eventually succeeded in landing all her Slaves, except 1, about 9 Miles Westward from the 


Havana.. ; 
The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


His Excellency the Captain- General. : ~ (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 





Third Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, December 2, 1828. 


I HAVE received your Note of the 30th Ultimo, enclosing a Copy of the Letter addressed to 
you by the Commander of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Skipjack,” and stating, that the 
Spanish Schooner “ Maria,’ J). Francisco Romero, Master, in contempt of the Treaty existing 
between our two Governments for the abolition of the traffick in Slaves, fired on the English Flag, 
and succeeded in disembarking all the Negroes she had on board, with the exception of 1; and in 
reply I have to inform you, that, in order to proceed in the matter in strict conformity with the Laws, I 
have laid the whole of the said Papers before the Second Assessor General of this Government for 
his opinion. cigs 

/ God preserve you many Years. 


His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner. (Signed) F. D. VIVES, 
2D 
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No. 83. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Jan. 29, 1829.) 


My Lorp, : Havana, December 3, 1828. 


ON the 25th Ultimo sailed the Spanish Brig ‘“ AZidas” for the Coast of 
Africa, commanded by D. Ildefonso Martinez. 

On the 24th Ultimo, arrived in ballast, after having landed a Cargo of Slaves, 
the Spanish Schooner * Primera,’ D. Domingo Bardier, Master. I imme- 
diately wrote to the Captain-General denouncing her, and His Excellency, as 
usual, answered that he had referred the investigation of the matter to the 
Court of Admiralty. Before, however, I had received the customary second 
Letter from His Excelleney, informing me of the result of this investigation, I 
had an opportunity of transmitting to him a Copy of a Report made to me by 
Lieutenant Pulling, of the proceedings of His Majesty’s Schooner ‘ Skipjack,” 
since she last left this Port, in which Report particular reference is made to 
the “ Primera,” as well as to the extreme prevalence of the Slave-trade on 
this Coast at present. It has, however, had no good effect; His Excellency 
still abiding by the decision of the Court of Admiralty—that this Voyage of 
the “ Primera” was a mercantile enterprize, which appears to have had no. 
concern with the prohibited traffick in Slaves. Your Lordship will ‘thus be 
able to perceive, what assistance is to be expected from the Spanish Tribunals 
in quelling this nefarious species of commerec, and what ‘degree of faith is 
to be placed in any of their decisions which relate to it. I beg leave to enclose 
Copies and Translations of all the Correspondence, including Lieutenant 
Pulling’s Report. ‘ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. &e. &c. 





First Enclosure in No. 83. 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, November 26, 1828. 


THE Undersigned, His Britannick Majesty’: Commissioner, has the honour to state to His 
Excellency the Captain General, the arrival of another Slave-vessel, the “ Primera,’ D. Domingo 
Bardier, Master, which came into Port on the 24th Instant, after having landed her Slaves. It will 
be the painful duty of thé Undersigned to announce the circumstance to his Government. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
Fis Excellency the Captain- General. 


Second Enclosure in No. 83. (Translation. ) 
The Captain-Gencral to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, November 27, 1828. 


I HAVE received your Letter of Yesterday, acquainting me, that: it will’ be your duty to inform 
your Government of the arrival in this Port of another Slave-vessel; the’ Primera,’ after having dis- 
embarked her Slaves. aa Z 

In answer, I have to state to_you that, in obedience to the Royal Order of the King, my August 
Sovereign, of the 2d January 1826, I this day write to the Second Chief of the Naval Forces on this 
Station, in order that he may procced to the necessary investigation, of the result of which you shall 
be duly informed. God preserve you many Years. 


The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 83. 


Lieutenant Pulling to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, His Majesty's Schooner “ Shipjack,” Havana, November 30, 1828, 


IN addition to the circumstances mentioned in my Letter of Yesterday’s date, relative to the chase 
and destruction of the Spanish Slave-schooner “ Maria,’ I beg leave, for your information, to lay 
before you a statement of certain occurrences which have taken place since my departure from_ this 
Port on the 13th Ultimo. 

At7 o'clock in the Moming of the 21st, being off the Colorados, a strange sail was seen in the N.N.W. 
standing in Shore, to which I gave chase ; at 10 o'clock, having. neared her considerably, she was 
distinctly made out to be a Brigantine ; soon after this she bore up, and made all sail to the Westward. 
At about a quarter past 5 o'clock in the Afternoon, the Brigantine being within about 2 miles of 
us, I ordered the Ensign and Pendant to be hoisted, on which she showed American Colours. <A few 
minutes afterwards she hauled down the American and hoisted Spanish Colours, and at the same 
time fired 2 shot at us; their fire was immediately returned, and occasionally kept up on both sides 
until about 9 o'clock, when the wind haying very much increased, she got without the range of our 
shot ; the chase was continued until about 5 A. M. of the 22d, when, from dark squally weather, 
we lost sight of her; at day-light she was again seen in the E.N.E., steering that course, and was 
ultimately lost sight of at about half past 9 oclock in thick hazy weather. 

On the Forenoon of the 24th, I closed and boarded the Spanish Schooner “ Primera,” Domingo 
Bardier, Master,‘of 97 tons, from St. Thomas’, on the Line, in ballast, bound to Havana. It appears 
from the statement of the Officers who boarded, and strictly examined her, that she carried 2 
6-pounder gunnades, with small arms, and a complement of 30 men; and that from the mode of her 
arrangements, the peculiar stench, and other circumstances, she must have very recently landed a 
Cargo of Negroes. 

On the Evening of the 26th, being off Bahia-Honda, I saw, gave chase to, and on the approach 
of Night, lost sight of a Brigantine, and which, from her general appearance, J had every reason to 
believe was the same one I had chased on the 21st and’ 22d. : ; 

I cannot conclude without ‘remarking, that the circumstances above narrated, together with the 
destruction of the Slave-schooner “ Maria,’ (the whole taking place within the short period of 17 
days) have convinced me, that the Slave-trade is still carried on to an amazing extent. 

With the view, therefore, of forwarding to the utmost of my power, the objects of the Treaty exist 
ing between the two Governments relative to the Slave-trade, I have deemed it an essential part of 
my duty to make you acquainted with the above facts. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. (Signed) J. PULLING, 
5 Lieutenant and Commander. 





Fourth Enclosure in No. 83. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, December 1, 1828. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner ‘of His Britannick Majesty, in reference to his Letter of the 
26th Ultimo, respecting the Slave-vessel “Primera,” has now the honour to enclose to His Excel- 
ency the'Captain-General, the Copy of a Statement presented to him by Lieutenant Pulling, of 
His Majesty's Schooner “ Skipjack,” which Statement establishes the criminality of the “ Primera” 
in landing her Slaves on the Coast of this Island. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 





Fifth Enclosure in No. 83. 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir,” Havana, December 1, 1828. ; 


THE Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station has, in his Letter, dated 
the 28th Ultimo, written me as follows :— 


«< Most ExceLient Sir, 
« THE Principal Commandant of the Registers of this Island has written me, under date of the 


25th Instant, ‘ that, having examined the Log-Books of the Merchant Schooner “ Primera,” which 
anchored in this Port Yesterday, on her arrival from St. Thomas’, it does not appear to him that 
this Mercantile Expedition has had any concern with the prohibited traflick of Bozal Negroes ; and 
I transcribe this part of his Letter for your Excellency, in answer to the Despatch of the 27th In- 
stant, in which you are pleased to transmit to me that of the British Commissioner, Mr. W. 8. 
Macleay.” 
I now forward this for your information, and may God preserve you many Years. 

(Signed) F. D. VIVES. 

The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 


Nt 
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 83. (Translation.) 
The Captain-General to The British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, December 3, 1828. 


I HAVE received your Note of the Ist Instant, and also the Copy you are pleased to transmit 
with it, of a Statement of the Proceedings of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Skipjack,” during 
17 days’ cruize on the Coasts of this Island; and in answer to your observations, I beg, in reference 
to the Schooner “ Primera,’ to remark, that on the Ist Instant, I communicated to you the result 
of the investigation made by the Department of the Marine, in conformity with the Regulations 
established in like matters by The King, my August Sovereign ; and with respect to the other con- 
tents of Lieutenant Pulling’s Statement, Ihave this day directed the Officer Second in Command 
over the Naval Forces on this Station, as soon as the Brig suspected of illegal traffick, and alluded 
to in the said Statement, shall arrive in Harbour, to proceed against her conformably to the Laws; 
and in due time I shall take care to make you acquainted with the result. 

God preserve you many Years, 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 


EEE Se SETS SS SS ese sesieinesnssssiisie 


No. 84. 
WV.S. Macleay, Esq. to the Earl of Aberdeen —(Received Jan. 29, 1829.) 


My Lorn, Havana, December 8, 1828. 


IN my Despatch, dated the 2d Instant, I had the honour to state to 
your Lordship, that Lieutenant Pulling bad brought with him into this Port 
1 Negro, found on board the Spanish Slave-vessel “ Maria,” as well as cer- 
tain articles which he had been able to save from the Wreck. So far it 
was obvious that this affair came under the cognizance of the Mixed Commis- 
sion. In lieu, therefore, of the ordinary Declaration of the Captor, I directed 
Lieutenant Pulling to address to the Mixed Commission a full Statement of 
the particulars of the destruction of the “ JZaria,” including a List of such 
Papers and Articles as he had brought away from the Wreck. I now enclose, 
herewith, a Copy of his Statement. 

On the 2d Instant, the Court met, and having sworn Lieutenant Pulling 
to the truth of his Statement, proceeded to examine 2 of the other Officers of 
the “ Skipjack,” who fully identified the various Papers found on board the 
“ Maria” after her explosion. The most important of these Papers were, her 
Log-Book, and 2 Receipts, dated Old Calabar, the 20tk and 21st of May last ; 
1 of these Receipts was in the English language, and was the Acknowledg- 
ment by a Person subscribing himself “ Duke Epbriam,” for the whole of the 
* Maria’s” cargo, in cloths, &c., which he promised to repay in palm-oil. 
Such Receipts I understand are given, in order to make the Officers of His 
Majesty’s Ships on the Coast of Africa believe that these Vessels are there 
engaged in lawful traflick. Captain Owen, of His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” 
does not, however, seem to have been deceived by the “ Marta,” for he 
made an entry in her Log-Book, mentioning the time she had been in Old 
Calabar River, which proves he was aware of her guilty purpose. I have the 
honour to enclose aCopy of the above Receipts, and of the Extract from the 
Log- Book, as well as an Abstract of the Evidence. 

This Evidence, with respect to the Voyage of the “ daria,” being still 
very scaniy, the Log-Book, according to custom, making no mention of her 
objects, and not being carried down further that the Month of May last, it 
was proposed in Court that the captured Negro should, for the purpose of 
obtaining further information, be examined by means of Interpreters of 
his Nation, and the proposition being agreed to, Lieutenant Pulling was 
directed to bring him before the Commissioners. The state of his health 
was now declared to be such as to render his appearance in Court impossible, 
and thereupon the Mixed Commission, by a special Act, devolved the duty of 
his examination on board the “ Skipjack,” on His Majesty’s Commissioner of 
Arbitration, assisted by the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the Commis- 
sion. I beg to observe, that the undertaking of this office, without the aid of 
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my Spanish Colleagues was against my express wish, as I had reason to 
believe that the evidence thus obtained might be rendered conducive to the 
punishment of the Crew of the “ Af/aria” in the Spanish Tribunals. 

From the Log-Book found on board the “ Maria,” it did not appear that 
she had been at any other point of the African Coast than Old Calabar, and 
above all, from the Receipts, we had reason to imagine that, in return for the 
whole of the Cargo, the Negroes on board must have been from the Calabar 
Coast, or Carabalis. We accordingly, on the 3d December, took with us on 
board the “ Skipjack,” 2 Carabali Negroes as Interpreters, but to our great 
surprise these informed us, that the captured Negro was of the Congo Nation, 
and did not understand their language. This wretched being was lying on 
deck covered with ulcers, and emaciated to such a degree as to make it really 
wonderful that so deplorable an object could still retain life. We, however, as 
soon as 2 Congo Negroes could be brought from the Shore, continued his ex- 
amination, but found that, either from fear, sickness, or stupidity, it was 
impossible to get from him any satisfactory information. As so little has 
resulted from an investigation that might have been expected to produce so 
much, I beg leave to enclose to your Lordship a Translation of the Proces 
Verbal taken on board His Majesty’s Schooner, by which the dithculties we 
had to contend with will be more readily understood. 

On the 4th Instant, the Mixed Commission signed the Sentence, a Transla- 
tion of which I have the bonour to enclose, and which condemns the articles 
saved from the ** Maria,’ and emancipates the Negro, who, as the Captain- 
General informs me, has since been sent to the Hospital of San Juan de Dios. 

It will be seen that it still remains unexplained by the Evidence, how the 
Negroes on board should have been from Congo, when the whole of the 
“ Varia’s” Cargo, in cloths, &c., appears to have been delivered in Calabar 
to “ Duke Ephraim.” The captured Negro could not make bimself under- 
stood on this subject, probably from a failure of his memory. But I have 
learned, on very good authority, that this Vessel, which has been so long out as 
to have been previously given up for lost by the Slave traders, was so care- 
fully watched by His Majesty’s Ships on the Coast of Calabar, that after 
having delivered ber Cargo, she found it impossible to embark her Slaves with- 
out subjecting herself to immediate Seizure. She, therefore, for the consi- 
deration of 50 Slaves, engaged a French Vessel lying in the River Calabar, to 
bring off her Cargo. She had scarcely, however, thus succeeded in getting 
her Carabali Slaves on board, before she was plundered of them by some 
Vessel of superior force, when the Captain, finding himself on the point of 
losing the principal and interest of bis expedition, determined on becoming 
Pirate in his turn, and soon had an. opportunity of robbing a Brazilian Vessel 
of the Congo Slaves who were on board the *‘ Maria” when. she was en- 

‘countered by the ‘ Skipjack.” 
‘With respect to the proceedings before the Mixed Commission, the only 
occurrence worthy of notice in the course of them is, the admission by the 
Court, for the first time, of the Evidence of a captured Negro. Although this 
is certainly a circumstance of some importance, I must here venture to observe, 
that [am not inclined to lay much stress on such Evidence, except as a means 
of obtaining subsidiary information, where it may be otherwise wanting. The 
gnorance of the only Interpreters, to whom recourse can be had in such eases, 
the still greater rudeness of the captured Negroes, added to their fear, and 
faculties often impaired by sickness, their being, moreover, utterly unacquainted 
with the nature and obligation of an oath, must ever render the Mixed Com- 
mission most suspicious of this kind of Testimony, and most reluctant to 
receive it. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &e. oe. 
P.S.—12th December, 1828. I have the honour to inform your Lordship, 


that I have just heard that the Negro alluded to above is dead. 
(Signed) W.S. M‘h. 
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First Enclosure in No. 84, 


Lieutenant Pulling to the Mixed Commission. 


His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Skipjack,” 
HonovuraBLe GENTLEMEN, Havana, November 29, 1828. 
J -EEAVE the honour to. acquaint you, that, about half-past 3 o'clock this Morning, the Moro Light. 
bearing HE. S. E., distant 4 or 5 miles, I observed a strange and suspicious Vessel in the N. W..,. to. 
which I immediately gave chase ; at day-light we discovered her to be a two-topsail Schooner, and 
as the wind was then light, I commenced sweeping after her; observing her to do the same, 
ordered the Colours to be hoisted, and a gun fired to bring her to ; as, however, she still contimued 
sweeping and steering for the Land, and appeared to be perfectly, regardless of our signal, I com-., 
menced an occasional fire, at the same time continued sweeping towards her. Shortly after she. 
hoisted Spanish Colours, and commenced a fire of round and grape shot upon us; at 7 o'clock she 
was distinctly observed to have run aground, and I now saw a number of Boats come off from the 
Shore, (near Jaymanita, 9 miles to she Westward of the Havana) to her assistance, and that they 
were busily employed in landing the Negroes. The firing still continued to be kept up from the 
Vessel on Shore, until about half-past 7 o'clock, which was returned by His Majesty's Schooner ; at 
7. 40. we observed her to blow up; at 8 o'clock I anchored in a position to cover the Boat, 
which I at this time dispatched, in order to ascertain what Vessel it was. ° 
On boarding her she was found to be a complete Wreck, the after part being blown to atoms, and: 
1 male Negro was lying on the forecastle, having apparently suffered much from sickness ; he was 
deplorably emaciated, and had several sores ‘on different parts of his body. The Vessel. appeared.to 
be about 160 tons (Spanish,) having | long 12-pounder gun on deck, and a 6-pounder carronade in 
the hold ; 2 Papers were also found in: a:small dressing-case, ‘I of which ‘was written in English,’ 
dated in Calabar, the 20th May 1828,, purporting to.be a’ Receipt for a. Cargo.of Cloth and other 
Goods; the other-Paper, dated 21st May 1828, was in Spanish... 5 |: ; ree 
From the above Documents, it appears that the Vessel was named the “ Maria,” and commanded. 
by Francisco Romero ; several other Papers, written in Spanish, were also found, and various 
ptinted Books, the whole “of which I have delivered-to His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner, ' 
signed by me. PREEL cOITS 14Tde ona 34 
In addition to the male Slave, before-mentioned, and the above Papers and Books, the only things: 
saved from the Wreck, were as. follows :— , 
re oe 1 Square-sail, 
] Dressing-case, 
1 Topmast-studding- sail, 
1 Top-gallant-studding-sail, 
1 Jib, : 
2. Studding-sail-yards, — 
1 Spanish Ensign, ‘and 
iS oe 1 Pendant. — 
The whole of which are now on;board this Schooner.” ‘» ° . 
’ [have the honour to, be, &c. ‘ 8 i; 
; (Signed) — J. PULLING, Lientenant and Commander; ; 
His Excellency, and:the other Honourable Members of the Mixed, Commission. 


Pe 





7 Sy “Second Enclosure in No. 84. : xi. pe 
Receipts found on board, and Extract: from the Log-Book, of the Spanish 
| Schooner, the “Maria” +” Praiin 


(1.) EL GENDERMAN TOBI queda debiendo en esta fecha dos cientos y treinta y tres barras 
4 la Goleta “ Maria ;* Calabar y Mayo 21, 1828. pS IO 
(Signed): TOBY TOM NARROW. 


Old Calabar, Muy’ 20, 1828.. 


(2.) RECEVIT froth Captain Francisco Romero, all this. Cargo, ————— in cloth in oder gods,.’ 
which I’Promish to pay to him in Palm-oil. 1 ay »4 eet 
Testigo; Juan Manzana. | | . _ (Signed) . DUKE EPHRAIM, 


Extract from the Log-book of the Spanish Schooner “ Maria,” 


« March 14, 1828.—The Schooner “ Mariw’ was-visited by mein Duke Town,’ Old Calabar, | 
where she has been in the River 26 days.” : i 
(Signed) | W. B. W. OWEN, Captain of H..M. S..« Eden.’ 





Third Enclosure in: No, 84.. 


Abstract of the Evidence in the Case ‘of the Maria.” 


LIEUTENANT JAMES PULLING swore to the truth of the various particulars concerning the: 
Capture of the “ Maria;’ which are contained in his, Statement, addressed to, the Court of the Mixed) 
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Commission, dated the 29th of November 1828, which Statement he now presented in heu of the 
eustomary Declaration, the Deponent not having been able, by reason of the particular circumstances 
of this Case, to fulfil the various other Provisions laid down in his Instructions. He likewise pre- 
sented to the Court 2 Papers, the one in English, dated the 20th of May last, and the other in 
Spanish, dated the 21st of the same Month, which 2 Papers were contained in a Dressing-case foun 
on board the captured Vessel. He also deposed that among the Papers delivered to the British 
Commissioner, he had parti¢ularly marked the Log-Book, which was taken up out of the water, into 
which it appeared to have fallen on the explosion of the Slave-vessel. 


Mr. Henry Gittings, Mate of his Britannick Majesty's Schooner, “ Skipjack,” deposed to the exact” 
truth of the several facts contained in the Statement given into Court by Lieutenant Pulling, and 
dated 29th November 1823; and swore, that the Log-Book now produced to him was the same 
that had been found cither on board the Schooner called “ Maria,” or in the Sea, into which it had 
had fallen, in consequence of the explosion of that Vessel. 


Mr. Frederic Crellin, Assistant-Surgeon of the “ Skipjack,” also deposed to the exact truth, without. , 
variation, of the several facts specified in the Statement given into Court by Lieutenant Pulling, and 
dated 29th of November 1828; and he likewise swore, that the Log-Book now produced was found 
in the water, with which the captured Vessel had filled immediately atter the explosion ; that the other 
2, Papers, dated the 20th and 21st of May 1828, were found in a Dressing-case on board the Wreck ; 
all which this Deponent is certain of, because the Papers were cullected in the Deponent’s presence. 





Fourth Enclosure in No. 84. (Translation.):’ 


Proces Verbal of Examination of the Negro found on board the “ Maria,” | 
in pursuance of a Decree of the Mixed Commission, dated Havana, Decem- 
ber 2, 1828. 


IN the always faithful City of the Haryana, on the 3d of December 1828, and in furtherance of ‘@ 
Decree of His Excellency, and the other Members: of the Mixed Commission, dated the 2d of the: 
said Month of December, the British. Commissioner of Arbitration, Sefior D. Guillermo: Sharp. , 
Macleay, in company with Sefor D. Juan Francisco Cascales, the Secretary of the Mixed Commis-. 
sion, passed on board the English Schooner-of-War “ Skipjack,” accompanied by the 2 Negroes, 
Francisco Pallares, and Francisco Pefalver, in quality of Interpreters, and having notified to the Com-. 
mander, D. James Pulling, the purport of their visit, they were conducted to the Negro who was 
found on board the Spanish Merchant Schooner “ Maria,’ when she was taken possession of on ac-- 
count of being engaged in the prohibited traffick of Slaves from the Coast.of Africa, and although the 
aforesaid Interpreters put several questions to this Negro, they could only understand from him, that 
he was of the Congo Nation, the language of which ‘they, being Carabali, did not. understand ;; ” 
thereupon, this Investigation was suspended until other Interpreters should be ebtained from the 
Shore, capable of procuring from the Negro the greatest possible degree of information. The said 
British Commissioner, and the Commander of the “ Skipjack,” signing this Act,.without the said In-, 
terpreters, who know not how to write. 


(Signed), W. S. MACLEAY.. 
All which I, the Secretary, do certify. a, J. PULLING. 
(Signed) Juan Franersco Cascaues, Secretary. 


Afterwards, on the same 3a day of December 1828, in the presence of the said British Commis- 
sioner, and the said Secretary of the Mixed Commission, the 2 Negroes, Francisco’ Ramo, and Fe~ 
liciano Batista, Slaves of Donna Maria del Carmen de Lima and Don Ignacio de Herrera, were 
brought on beard the said Schoener, “ Skipjack,.’ atvanchor in. this- Port; and: they having declared! 
that they were of the Congo Nation, and that they understood the language of the Negro captured on 
board the “ Maria,’ made oath, conformably to Law, on the Cross, that they accepted the charge of 
Interpreters, and would execute it well and faithfully, in virtue of which oath, by their mediation, the 
following Questions were put to the said Negro :—“ What is your Name!?” and, “ of what Country 
are you a Native?” and the said Negro answered, by means of the said Interpreters, that hiss Name+ 
was Congo-ellela, and that he was of the Musicongo Nation, in Africa. He was then asked how he 
eame to this Island, and if hé came alone, or in company with other Negroes? to which Questions he: 
answered, that he left his Country in a Vessel, with a number of other ‘Negroess but how many he 
could not state, but that there were’a great many of them sick during-the greatest part,of the Voyage. 
He was then asked, where were those’ other Negroes with whom he had sailed from Africa? and be: 
answered, that they had eseaped with the: white Men who were with them onboard the Vessel, and’ 
who had abandoned him after having fired a great deal on the Persons with whom he was at present. 
The said. Negro declared this to be the truth, but fook no oath, om account. ofi the Interpreter’s’ de- 
claring that he had no Religion, nor manifested any kind of Belief—and, although many other, Ques-~ 
tions were put to him, concerniny the affair, it is Hereby declared, that he did not answer them nor: 
could sufficiently explain himself, whether by reason of! natural ignorance, fear, or grievous sickness,, 
he:being in the last state of extenuation; whereupon, this Act of Investigation was concluded, and: 
the British Commissioner of Arbitration, and the Commander;, James Pulling, to whom this’ Act. wass’ 
translated, signed the same, without the said Interpreters, who know not how. to write. 

(Signed), W.. S. MACLEAY.. 


All the tive I, the Secretary, certify. JAMES PULLING.. 


(Signed) Juan Francisco Cascaves, Secretary. 
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Fifth Enclosure in No. 84. (Translation.) 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission in the Case of the  Maria.® 


IN the always most faithful City of the Havana, this 4th day of December 1828, His Excellency Don 
Claudio Martinez de Pinillos, Councillor of State, Intendant and Superintendant-General of the Army 
and Royal Revenues, Spanish Commissary Judge of the Mixed Comnnission, and the Commissioners of 
Arbitration, Colonel D. Rafael Quesada, and D. Guillermo Sharp Macleay, being assembled together, 
in consequence of the absence, with permission of his Government, of the British Commissary Judge; 
and having maturely considered the proceedings consequent upon the Capture of the Spanish Merchant 
Schooner “ Maria,” D. Francisco Romero, Master, while having on board Bozal Negroes, made by 
the English Schooner-of-War “ Skipjack,” commanded by Lieutenant James Pulling, and it being 
made manifest by the Statement and Deposition of the said Lieutenant Pulling, as well as by the 
Depositions of all the other Individuals examined, and by the Documents found on board the cap- 
tured Vessel, that she cleared out from this Port on the 2]st or 22d of December 1827, for St. 
‘Thomas and the Isla de Principe, and sailed for the Coast of Africa, where she was visited on the 
14th March of this present Year, in Duke Town, Old Calabar, by W. F. W. Owen, Captain of His 
Britannick Majesty's Ship “‘ Eden,” as appears written in English on her Log-book ; that she em- 
barked her Slaves on the aforesaid Coast ; that on her return to this Island of Cuba, she was chased 
as suspicious by the Capturing Schooner, while about 4 or 5 miles distant from the Light-house of the 
Moro, on the Morning of the 29th November of the present Year ; that she took no notice of the 
signals made by the “ Skipjack,” which fired to bring her to; that hoisting the Spanish Flag, she 
commenced a fire of round and grape shot upon the said Vessel-of-War, running a-shore about 7 
in the said Moming, near Jaymanita, 9 miles Westward of this City, and landing in haste, with the 
aid of some Boats from the Shore, her Negroes, whose number has not been ascertained ; that having 
effected this, she blew up, remaining a perfect Wreck ; that being then examined there was found only 
1 Bozal Negro on board, lying sick near the forecastle, and also certain Papers used in these pro- 
ceedings ; and finally, that nothing was saved from the captured Schooner except the articles speci- 
fied in the Statement of the Captor. Whereupon, the aforesaid Commissioners, with due regard to 
the merits of the Cause, and according to the brief and summary mode of proceeding, which has been 
adopted in all such Cases where the truth has been made manifest, decreed that they ought to declare, 
and do declare, the Capture of the said Schooner “ Maria,” and of the Negro found on board, to be good 
and legal, and that: the Vessel, with all her tackle, apparel, and cargo, are subject to confiscation, with 
the exception of the aforesaid Negro, who is declared free from all slavery and captivity. It is in con- 
sequence hereby directed, that the several articles saved from the said condemned Vessel, and which 
are formally specified in the Captor’s Statement given into Court, be valued under oath by the Prin- 
cipal Masters of the Royal Dock-Yard, and that they be exposed to publick auction in the presence of 
Don Francisco Joze de Correr, Auxiliary Notary of the Royal Finance Department, in order that the 
proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the two Governments, the said articles being for the present 
placed in deposit with Don Jayme Andreu, who shall likewise swear faithfully to perform his duty, 
and shall receive them from the Captor according to Inventory ; the Court, in the mean while, shall 
proceed, without loss of time, to deliver to the above-mentioned Negro, his Certificate of Emancipa- 
tion, by the means, as is customary, of the Secretary of the Commission, and shell addres an Official 
Letter, with a Copy of this Sentence, to His Excellency the Captain-General, in order that he may 
take the proper measures to carry it into effect; and by this its Sentence, definitively pronounced, 
thus have the Court provided, decreed, and signed, in the presence of their Secretary, who certifies. 

(Signed) WILLIAM SHARP MACLEAY. 
CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 


(Signed) Juan Francisco Cascaes, Secretary. 








No. 85. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earlof Aberdeen.—( Received Jan, 29, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Havana, December 9, 1828. 
ON the 29th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner  Juanito,” I). Manuel Alcan- 


tara, Master, came into this Port in ballast, and was reported in 23 days from 
St. Thomas. Having some reason at the time to believe that she was from 
the Danish Island, and being anxious to give the Local Government the be- 
nefit of any doubt, I did not denounce her to the Captain-General. I have, 
however, been since credibly informed, that she landed Slaves on the Coast, 
and I am the more inclined to believe it, because the Books at the Coffee- 
Houses in the Havana, which for the last few Months have made no mention 
whatever of Slave-vessels, are perfectly silent as to her arrival, 

On the 4th December sailed for the Coast of Africa, 3 Spanish Schooners, 
viz: Mercedita,’ D. Vicente Sancho, Master, “© Primera Gallega,” 
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PD. Francisco Cabieses, Master, and the “ Potosi,’ D. Andres Larrazabal, 

Master. 

On the 8th Instant, the Spanish Brig, “ Servando,” Santiago Echevarria 

also saiied for the Isla de Principe. i 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 

The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &e. &e. 


eR 


No. 86, 
W.S. Macleay, Esq.to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Jan, 29, 1829.) 


My Lorp, ffavana, December 18, 1828: 


HIS Majesty’s Ship “ Grasshopper,” Captain Abraham Crawford, arrived 
here on the 7th Instant, with the Spanish Brigantine “ Firme,” Don Juan 
Sandrino, Master, which she detained among the Windward Islands, near 
St. Kitt’s, on the 22d Ultimo, with 487 Slaves on board, and a Crew of 43 
men and 4 passengers. The Slaves, as it appears from the Papers, were 
embarked at Popoe, on the Gold Coast, onthe 18th October last, and were, 
when taken by the ‘“ Grasshopper,” bound for this Island, although the 
Crew would have it believed, that they intended to sell the Negroes at Gua- 
daloupe. The Owner’s nameis José Otero, a Resident in the Havana, and 
the Master is an old and notorious Slave-trader. _ 

There being nothing of a very particular nature in this Case of Detention, 
the Court, after taking the Evidence of Captain Crawford, and that of the 
Master, and 2 others of the principal Individuals of the Slave-vessel, signed 
the Sentence on the 12th Instant. This Sentence is of the usual Form,—con- 
demning the Vessel and. emancipating the 484 Negroes, who remain alive,— 
3 having died since the day of Capture, and 5 before,—the number originally 
embarked having been 492, including a child in arms. 

Lhave the honour to enclose a Copy of the Declaration of the Captor and 
an Abstract of the Evidence. 

This Slave-vessel has come into Port in the finest possible state, all the 
Negroes being remarkably healthy. Captain Crawford and his Officers have 
been so much pleased with the humane conduet of the Master, in the manage 
ment of the Negroes, that the former presented to the. Court avery urgent 
Memorial in his favour, and the Master founded upon this a Petition to the 
Mixed Commission to interfere in his favour with the Captain-General. The 
Court, however, declined any interference with the due execution of the Laws 
of Spain, and merely informed the Petitioner, that he might have a certified 
Copy of Captain Crawford’s Memorial from their Secretary, to use in such 
way as he might judge most likely to prove to his advantage. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


Se. cs Gee 








First Enclosure in No. 86. 


Declaration of Captain Crawford, in the Case of the “ Firme.” 

I, ABRAHAM CRAWFORD, Esq:, Commander of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship the “ Grass- 
hopper,’ hereby declare, that, on the 22d day of November 1828, being in or about Latitude 16° 37” 
North, Longitude 62° 33’ West, I detained the Brigantine named the “ Firme,” sailing under Spanish 
Colours, armed with 6 guns, of which four were 18, one 12, and one 24-pounders, commanded by 
Don Juan Sandrino, who declared her to be bound from Popoe, on the Coast of Africa, to the Island 
of Cuba; with a Crew of 43 men and4 passengers, whose names, as declared by them respectively, 
are inserted in a List to be found among the Papers of the Vessel, and having on board 485 Slaves, 
said to have been taken on board at Popoe, on the Gold Coast of Africa, on the 18th day of October, 
and are enumerated as follows, viz :— 


Healthy. Sickly. 
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I do further declare, that the said Brigantine appeared to be sea-worthy, and was supplied with a 
sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of the said Negroes and Crew on their des- 
tined Voyage to Cuba, for 12 or 14 days. 

I do further declare, that 2 of the said Negroes have died since the period of the said Vessel’s de- 
tention. 

And I further declare, that the following Papers of the “ Firme” were given up to me by the 
Master, Don Juan Sandrino. ‘ 
Rol del Equipage. 

Real Pasaporte- 
Contrasefna. 
Bill of Lading. 
Contract between the Captain and Crew of the Brigantine. 
Bill of Sale of the Vessel to Jozé Otero. 
Register or Clearance at the Custom-House. 

8 and 9 Two Log-books.—In all, 9 Papers. f 

(Signed) A. CRAWFORD, Commander. 

Witnessed by G. W. Wuirte, Second Lieutenant. 

J. Maccovern, Surgeon. 





NEO OT ABW H He 


And I further declare, that 3 of the Seamen of the “ Firme’ jumped overboard in the Night of the 
6th Instant, and, notwithstanding the exertions of the Officer commanding her, and of the firing of 
the Sentinels placed by him to prevent it, one of the said Seamen gained the Shore, and effected his 
escape. (Signed) A, CRAWFORD, Commander. : 
Witnessed by G. W. Wurre, Lieutenant and 

Commanding Officer of the “ Firme.” 























N. B.—The number of Slaves stated in the above Declaration, viz. 485, was rectified during the 
trial, and altered to 487, being the true number of Slaves on board at the time of Capture. 


(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 




































































Second Enclosure in No. 86. 


Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of the “ Firme.” 


CAPTAIN CRAWFORD, in addition to his Declaration, deposed, on oath, that, although in the 
said Declaration he had stated the number of Negroes on board the “ Firme,’ now in Port, to be 
483, yet, on counting them, with the greater facility afforded by the process of disembarking them, 
he found that he had’ brought 485 to the Havana, of whom | had died the very Morning of the dis- 
embarkation ; that, therefore, he had delivered, as by Receipt now produced, 484 Negroes to Don 
Felipe Rodriguez, and that, in order to rectify the number, he made this Additional Declaration on 
oath, swearing, moreover, that the Papers now produced and numbered | to 9, are those given up 
to him by the Master of the “ Firme.” 





























Juan Sandrino, Native of Vigo, in Gallicia, a married man, and a Catholick, swore, that he is the 
Master of the Brigantine Schooner “ Firme,’ armed, as is specified in the Rol de Tripulacion, and 
which has been brought into this Port by His Britannick Majesty's Corvette “ Grasshopper,” on 
account of having a Cargo of Bozal Negroes on board ; that he sailed from the Havana on the 10th 
of February last, with a Cargo of aquadente, money, &c., as specified in the Invoice given up to 
the Captors ; that he sailed for St. Thomas’, and, being in sight of that Island, obtained information 
that nothing could be done there with the Cargo he had on board, and that he, therefore, sailed for 
the Continent of Africa, near Ajuda and Popoe; that he there embarked 491 Slaves, counting, 
according to the custom of the trade, a mother and her child at the breast as one; and on his return 
home, before he had touched at any Place, he was detained by the abovementioned Corvette, between 
the Islands of Dominica and Martinique ; that his destination was the Island of Guadaloupe, where 
he intended to sell the Negroes ; that 5 Negroes died on board before the detention, and afterwards 2, 
with one other that the Deponent has heard of this Morning since his disembarkation ; that, conse- 
quently, there remain 483 Negroes in existence, not counting a child at the breast, im which case there 
will be 484; that he recognizes and acknowledges the authenticity of all the Papers now produced, 
Nos. | to 9, and including the Act of Sale of the “ Firme” to the present Owner, Don Juan Otero. 






























































Juan Bautista de Arriaja, Native of Biscay, unmarried, and a Catholick, deposed, that he was 
First Pilot of the Brigantine Schooner “ Firme,” which was brought in here by the English Corvette 
« Grasshopper,” on account of having Negroes on board ; that the “ Firme” sailed from the Havana 
on the 10th of February last, for the Islands of St. Thomas’ and Principe ; that, being leaky on her 
Voyage out, she was obliged to put into Lanzarote, one of the Canaries, whence, having repaired her 
damage, they continued their Voyage, and, being off St. Thomas’, the Captain was informed, by a 
Coasting Vessel, that they should be able to do nothing there with the Cargo ; that then the said Cap- 
tain sailed for the Continent, in which case this Deponent could do nothing but obey ; that they arrived 
‘in the Neighbourhood of Cape St. Paul, where they took on board 491 Negroes ; that 5 of these Negroes 
had died previous to the Capture ; that the Deponent knows nothing of them since, because he was 
taken on board the Corvette ; that on this Deponent’s expostulating with the Captain for embarking 
Negroes, when he had not sailed from the Havana with this intention, the latter replied—that he 
resorted to this traflick because there were no other means of covering the expenses of the Expe- 
dition, and that they would land the Negroes at Guadaloupe ;—that this Deponent is ignorant who is 
the Owner of the “ Firme;” that Juan Sandrino is the Master, who appointed him to the office of 
First Pilot; that the Deponent recognizes the Papers now produced, numbered | to 3, also No, 5, 
and Nos. 8 and 9. ae 
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Jozé Antonio de Ja Llosa, Native of Biscay, but residing in Corunna, married, and a Catholick 
deposed, that he is Second Pilot of the Spanish Brigantine Schooner “ Firme,” now anchored in fhe 
Port, having been brought in by the “ British Corvette, “‘ Grasshopper”; that the Deponent does not 
exactly. know the cause of the Capture, unless it was on account of her having Bozal Negroes on 
poard, who, however, had been embarked with the intention of taking them to Guadaloupe ; that the 


« Firme,” was detained to the North of Dominica ; that she sailed from the Havana on the 10th of 
February last, with a Cargo of goods for St. Thomas’; that there the Master, D. Juan Sandrino, was 
informed, that no business could be done ; that they sailed, therefore, for the Coast of Africa, 
anchoring in Popoe, where they delivered their Cargo, and took Negroes on board, that then this 
Deponent, objecting to the Captain, that this had not been the original object of the Voyage, was 
answered, that there was no other kind of goods on the Coast to take on board in return for their 
Cargo ; that the number of Negroes embarked was 491, of whom 5 had died before this Deponent 
was captured and taken on board the Corvette ; that the Deponent recognizes and acknowledges the 
Papers now produced, Nos. | to 3, also the Contract No. 5, and Nos. 8 and 9, being the Log-Books ; 
but knows nothing of the Papers, Nos. 4, 6, and 7; that this Deponent has heard that the Owner 


js one Otero. 
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No, 87, 
W. S. Macleay, Esq.to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 4, 1829.) 


My Lorp, | Havana, December 29, 1828- 
ON the 6th Instant, the Spanish Schooner, “ Gallito,” D. Carlos Ferrer, 


Master, arrived here in ballast, and onthe 7th the Schooner “ Herewlina,” 
D. Andres Cortina, Master, and the Schooner “ Jndagadora,’ D. Manuel 
Dias de Medina, Master, alsoarrivedin ballast. All 3 bad previously landed 
Cargoes of Slaves on the Coast. Immediately on their arrival, I wrote a 
Letter (of which I have the honour to enclose a Copy) to the Captain-General, 
denouncing them. I now beg to enclose ‘Translations of His Excellency’s 
Answers. 

On the 13th 2 Spanish Schooners arrived from-the Coast of Africa, viz : the 
“ Cristina,” alias “ Gaditana,” Francisco de los Reyes, Master, and the 
“ Viscayna,” Pedro Antonio de Zaldesondo, Master, both having landed 
their Cargoes previously to coming into the Port of the Havana. I have now 
the honour to transmit to your Lordship, Copies and Translations of the Cor- 
respondence which passed between the Captain-General and His Majesty’s 
Commissioner, respecting these 2 last Vessels. Sa 

On the 13th Instant, the Spanish Schooner “ Veloz,” D. Francisco An- 
tonio Sarra, Master, sailed for the Coast of Africa; on the 24th Instant, the 


Brig “ Vengador,” D. Agustin Capera, took her departure for the 


same destination; and onthe 27th Instant, the Schooner “ Jndagadora,” 


D. Ildefonso Garcia, Master, sailed for the Island of St. Thomas. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&c. sen oan! &e. 





First Enclosure in No. 87. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, December 9, 1828. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, regrets to be under the necessity of 
‘addressing His Excellency the Captain-General again, on the subject of arrivals from the Coast of 
Africa, of Vessels concerned in the Slave-trade. It will be his painful duty to state to his Govern- 
ment, that this nefarious traffick is so much on the increase, that in 2 days no less than 3 Slave-vessels 
have come into Port in ballast, after having landed their Slaves, viz. on the 6th, the Spanish Schooner 
« Gallito,’ DD. Carlos Ferrer, Master, and on the 7th, the Spanish Schooners “ Herculina’” and 
« Indagadora,’ commanded respectively by D. Andres Cortina and D. Manuel Dias de Medina. 


The Undersigned avails himself, &c._ 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY- 





His Excellency the Captain- General, 
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Second Enclosure in No, 87. 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General. 


Havana, December 15, 1828. 


» PRE. Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, is truly sorry to be under the 

necessity of calling the attention of His Excellency the Captain-General so often to the arrival of 

Slave-vessels from the Coast of Africa. In conformity with his Instruetions, however, he will have ° 

to notify to his Government, the arrival of 2 more Spanish Schooners on the 13th Instant, viz., the 

« Cristina,’ alias “ Gaditano,’ D. Francisco de los Reyes, Master, and the “ Viscayna,’ D. P. As 

Zaldesondo, Master. i 
The Undersigned avails himself, &c. | 


(Signed). W. S. MACLEAY. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. fe ; 





Third Enclosure in No. 87. (Translation.) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, December 16, 1828. 


IN his Letter of the 13th Instant, the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this 
Station, writes me as follows «© Most Excellent Sir,—The Principal Commandant of the Registers 
of this Island, writes me, under date of the 9th Instant, that he has examined the Log-Books of the 
Schooner “ Gallito,’ which anchored in this Port on the 6th Instant, after her return from the Isla 
de Principe, and finds therein no proof that this Mercantile Expedition has had any concern with the 
prohibited traffick in Bozal Negroes,’ and I now inform your Excellency of this, m answer to 
your Letter of the 10th, which relates to this Vessel. 
God preserve you many Years. 


The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) FE. D. VIVES. 


N. B.—In 2 other Letters, of the same date, the very same words, mutatis mutandis, were written 
respecting the “ Indagadora ” and “ Herculina.” 


Fourth Enclosure in No. 87. (Translation.) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, December 17, 1828. 


I HAVE received your Note of the 15th Instant; informing me, that you really regret seeing 
yourself so frequently under the necessity of calling my attention to the arrival of Negro-vessels 
from the Coast of Africa ; and that, in conformity with your Instructions, you will have to inform your 
Government, of the arrival of 2 more Schooners, on the 13th Instant, viz.—the “ Cristina” alias 
« Gaditano,’ and the “ Viscayna.’ I now have to inform you, in answer, that in obedience to the 
Resolution of The King, my August Master, dated 2d January i826, I to-day transmit to the Officer 
Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, the necessary directions to proceed to 


the investigation, of the result of which you shall be duly informed. 
God preserve you many Years. 


(Signed) F. D. VIVES. 


ye 


The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 





Fifth Enclosure in No. 87. (Translation.) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, December 19, 1828. 


IN his Letter of Yesterday, the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, 
writes me as follows :—‘ Most Excellent Sir,—The Principal Commandant of the Registers of this 
Island writes me to-day, ‘ that he has examined the Log-Books of the Schooner “ V iscayna,’ which an- 
chored in this Port, after a Voyage from St. Thomas, on the 12th Instant, and that he finds therein 
no proof that this Mercantile Expedition has had any concern with the prohibited traffick in Bozal 
Negroes’: and I now beg to inform your Excellency of this, in answer to your Letter of Yesterday, 
which relates to this Vessel.’ ” 

God preserve you many Years. 


The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 


N. B.—The same Letter, mutatis mutandis, was written, in relation to the “ Cristina,” alias 
Gaditana. 






























Havana. 


No. 88. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to the Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 4, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Hlavana, December 31, 1828. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose Copies of the Registers of the Slaves 
emancipated by Decree of this Mixed Commission, since the date of my 
Despatch of the Ist of July of this Year. In the interval between the de- 
livering up of the Negroes by the Captor to the Captain-General, and the 
issuing of their respective Certificates of Emancipation, there have died, 
according to the Reports of the Captain-General ; 

From on board the “* Xerxes” 10 


wy the “ Intrepido” 2 
co the * Maria” 0 
ef the “ Firme” 1 


| | Total dead 13 
I have the honour to be, &c. ot 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 


&c. &c. &c. 











Enclosure in No. 88. 


Abstraet of the Register of Slaves Emancipated at the Havana, during the 
ati Sta Months, ending 1st of January 1829. 











Name of the Slave-vessel. Males. Females. 
ERCETX C Sas tree teres sacra ert pare 113 
Infrepido .........+... 65 68 
Wieiw. iors. wee “hy 0 

) Firme de Cadiz ..... . 355 128 

¢ N $ 
: Total 693 309 
No. 89. 


) WS. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March A.) 


) -  (Extract.) — Havana, January 1, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose to your Lordship, the Return required of 
His Majesty’s Commissioners, by the 75th Clause of the Act 5 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 113. } | 
; _ (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. an) 
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Enclosure in No. 89. 
Lialf- Yearly Return 


« 


from \st Suly 1828, to 1st January 1829. 


Decretal part 
of Sentence, 
whether For- 
feiture or Res- 
titution. 





Date of Seizure. Property Seized. - SEIZOR. Date of Sentence. 





Spanish Schooner vast ae abam 
Xerxes, with 405 rawiord, Com- 
June 27, 1828. Nee ee Guta manding H. B. July 12, 1828 | Forfeiture 
che C > Majesty's Sloop 
a Grasshopper 





Pt lit iii artnet ne tr 
No. 0. 





of Cases Adjudicated by the Mixed Commission at the Havana, 





Whether Property condemned has 
been sold or converted, or remains 
unsold, and in whose hands the 
Proceeds remain, 





The Vessel, tackle, &c. have 
been sold, nothing remain- 
ing unsold; the British 
Moiety of the Net Proceeds 
has been remitted to His 
Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 





| 
F Vessel,tackle, &c., have 


Spanish Brigan- Lieutenant James > been sold, nothing remain- 
tine, Intrepido, Pulling, com- ing unsold; the British 
Aug. 2, — with 153 Slaves, manding H. B. >| Aug. 20, — | Forfeiture Moiety of the Net Proceeds 
but no other M. — Schooner is now remitted home to 
Gargos a6 35 Skipjack .....- His Majesty's Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 
(This Vessel blew up, and of 
Spanish Schooner the Wreck nothing was 
Maria, with | saved by the Captors but a 
Noy. 29, — Negro on board, Idem. Dec. 4, — | Forfeiture few trifling articles, which. 
but no other have not yet been sold, and 
Cargo ato. if remain in deposit with Don, 
: ZA Jayme Andreu. 
peanicl Ce Captain Abraham 
he pepoonel, Crawford, com- This Vessel remains unsold, 
Noy..22, — eee nue ou manding H. B. >| Dec. 12, — | Forfeiture { in deposit with Don Jayme 
BU OSUL OIE ND M. Sloop Grass- Andreu. 
but no other | hamper 4 
Cargouets. pene 5) TN alana 
(Signed): W. S. MACLEAY. 














































































































































































































IV. §. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 4.) 


(Extract.) Havana, January 1, 1829. 


IT is with great regret that I proceed to lay before your Lordship, the 
following Account of the Slave-trade to this Island during the last Year, 
since it will prove that inhuman traflick to be at as great, or even a greater, 
height than ever. 

In the Year 1827, there cleared out from this Port, as will be apparent from 
the enclosed List, 27 Vessels for the Coast of Africa. Of these, 13 have 
returned in safety; 1! has been captured, and another destroyed by His 
Majesty’s Schooner ‘ Skipjack,” and a 3d lost on the Florida Keys, 
in her attempt to escape from His Majesty’s Schooner “ Nimble.” ‘The fate 
of the remaining 11 [I am unacquainted with, but it is reported that several 
of them have been captured by His Majesty’s Cruizers on the Coast of 
Africa, 

The Arrivals in 1827, were only 10; but in 1828, no less than 28 Slave- 
vessels arrived, while the Departures have, during the same Year, increased 
to 63, as will be seen by the 2 Lists which I have the honour to’ transmit 
herewith. It will be seen also, that 3 Vessels have each landed 2 Cargoes in 
the course of the past Year, and several have been enabled to take 2 Departures 
for Africa. Of these last, however, as such Vessels often change their names, 
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the exact number cannot be ascertained. Of the 63 Vessels which have 
sdiled from this Port, 16 have returned in safety, and 2 have been captured 
by His Majesty’s Sloop ‘ Grasshopper.” 

"The number of Slaves landed last Year cannot certainly have been less 
thay 7,000, in which number those emancipated by the Mixed Commission 
are not included. In the latter part of the Year, His Majesty’s Cruizers have 
been more successful than usual, 4 Cases having been brought before the 
Mixed Commission, and the Vessels condemned, having on board at the time 
of their detention 1,046 Negroes, of whom 1,002 have lived to receive their 
Certificates of Emancipation. 

From the above distressing view of the actual prevalence of the trade, it 
appears that the Departures in 1828, have been nearly twice as many as in any 
Year since the establishment of this Commission ; and for this increase, 
several reasons may be assigned, but of which I consider the 3 following to 
be the principal, viz. Ist, the great number of Sugar estates now forming in 
the Island; 2dly, the enormous profits attending illicit Slave-trade, when 
compared with the risk of loss or punishment; 3dly, the certainty now 
prevaling among the Slave-traders, that they are favoured and protected by the 
Local Government, if not by the Government at home. 

On the first of these heads, it may be necessary for me to state to your 
Lordship, that the price of Havana Coffee has been so low in the European 
Markets, for the last 3 Years, that the Coffee Planters are nearly ruined ; 
indeed I am myself acquainted with more than 1 case where Individuals, 
instead of deriving profit from their estate, have been obliged to advance 
money to pay its necessary expenses. Sugar, on the other hand, has, during 
the last Year, brought very high prices, and the Capitalists of this 
Island, therefore, have very generally been engaged in bringing new land 
into cultivation for Sugar estates. | The Coffee Planters, who had in former 
Years realized money, have above all turned their attention to this species of 
cultivation, and as, taking Sugar and Coffee estates at their average extent, 
one of the former requires about 3 times as many Negroes as a Coffee Planta- 
ation, of course the demand for Slaves has in proportion increased. 

Of the enormous profits of the Slave-trade, which clearly depend on this 
increased demand for Negroes, I cannot give your Lordship a better idea than 
by taking an example. The last Vessel condemned by the Mixed Commis- 
sion was the “ Fame.” It appeared from her Papers, which were remark- 
ably complete, that the Cargo she took out from this Port to Africa, consisted 
principally of gold, silver, raw spirit, or aquadente, handkerchiefs, printed 
cottons, and gunpowder. I state these articles in the order of the intrinsick 
value of the several quantities shipped, the gold and silver being in Spanish 
money, and amounting to more than one half of the whole value of the Cargo, 
which was stated in the Invoice to be §28,000. It so happens that among 
her other Papers we have a Contract signed at the Havana, before sailing, 
between the Master and Crew, whereby the former engaged 16 able Seamen, 
at the exorbitant wages of §40 per Month, and 20 ordinary Seamen at §35 
per Month, such wages to be altogether forfeited in the event of Capture or 
Shipwreck. This Vessel was 10 Monthsabsent, so that, supposing she had arrived, 
safe, the wages of the above 36 Individuals would have amounted to §13,400. 
The Master and principal Officers were Shareholders, and in part Owners, 
and would have been reimbursed in Slaves or Money, according to the success 
of the Voyage, so that no account need be taken of them for the present. 
The expenses incurred for provisions, ammunition, spars, wear and tear, &e. 
during the Voyage, may be calculated at §10,600, because of course the sup- 
plies laid in on the Coast of Africa must bave heen paid for with the specie 
or other articles mentioned in the Invoice of the Cargo taken out. We 
‘thus have the total expenses of the Voyage amounting to about § 52,000. 

As the “ Firme” was a favourite Vessel, and commanded by a Master of 
proved talents and experience, it was known that her Slaves would be of the 
best quality, and, moreover, that they were to come from the best part of the 
Coast ;—Mandingo Negroes being particularly esteemed. I have indeed 
Jearned, that they were selling in the Market for some time before her arrival, 
at the regular rate of §300 in cash per Negro. They would doubtless have 
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fetched a higher price if the “ J#rme” had succeeded in disembarking them. 
But taking them at §300, as she brought 484 Slaves alive into Port, the worth 
of her Cargo, at the very least, was §145,200, from whick sum, if we 
deduct the expenses, we have a clear profit of §93,200. And it appears from 
the Lists I have the honour to enclose, that several Vessels contrive to make 
2 such Voyages in the course of the Year. 

Such are the vast profits of a successful Voyage, even when calculated at 
the lowest ; while the risk is so small, as is shewn by the Lists of 1827, that 
half the Vessels which sailed during that Year have succeeded in disembark- 
ing their Slaves. On the other hand, it may easily be proved from the above 
data, that the Adventurers in this illicit trade, cannot be considered losers 
if 1 Slave-vessel arrives safe out of every 3 dispatched to the Coast. Ass to 
the legal punishment of the crime, the Slave-traders know they have only 
to fear the Mixed Commission ; they believe, and with good reason, that the 
Spanish Laws will never be put into execution against them. 

In stating to your Lordship, as it is my duty to do, that the Slave-traders 
have all a confident belief, that they are protected by their own Government, 
Iam sorry to be under the necessity of combating certain assertions of M. 
Salmon, which I find among the Papers presented last Year to Parliament, in 
Class B. His Excellency argues, that the Authorities of the Havana cannot 
connive at the Slave-trade, because so many Negroes have been emancipated 
by the Mixed Commission. Now, with respect to such Negroes, your Lord- 
ship is aware, that the only Spaniards who have any authority in issuing the 
Decrees of their Emancipation, are the 2 Commissioners ; and it is but doing 
justice to those excellent Gentlemen to say, that they have invariably shown 
themselves upright and impartial in carrying the ‘Treaty into effect. As for 
the other Authorities of the Island, they can in no way prevent Negroes from 
being emancipated, except by an open attack on the independence of the 
Mixed Commission, nor can they deprive an emancipated Negro of his free- 
dom, except by a direct infraction of the Treaty, and a fraudulent evasion of 
the Sentence of the Mixed Commission, which I am very far from believing 
they would ever descend to. Indeed, I have no hesitation in expressing my 
conviction, that the Captain-General is strictly just in his endeavours to pro- 
tect the liberty of the emancipated Negroes, and I know of 2 Cases at present, 
where he is rigorously prosecuting persons for the surreptitious disappearance 
of Negroes that he had apprenticed to them. It is, however, easily seen, that, 
while it would be difficult for the Local Government to avoid carrying the 
Decrees ot the Mixed Commission into effect, they need have no reluctance in 
executing them, since, by letting the Spanish Laws relating to the prohibited 
traffick remain a complete nullity, they make the Slave-traders believe that, 
with respect to the Mixed Commission, Spain is only yielding to circum- 
stances it cannot controul; and thus contrive to throw all the popular odium 
on the British Government and its Agents. 

I need scarcely inform your Lordship, that few classes of Vessels are so 
well marked as Slavers; their peculiar kind of additional deck, called a Slave- 
deck, the entire disposition of their hold for provisions and water, their 
cooking machine, necessarily enormous in proportion to the size of the 
Vessel ;—all point out Slavers to the most ignorant in nautical matters. But 
the Naval Officers who have been employed on this Station can easily give 
your Lordship a technical description of the Spanish Slave-vessels, the 
nefarious objects of which they know as well when they visit them outward- 
‘bound, as when they find the Negroes on board. More than 60 Vessels of 
this construction have left the Havana last Year for the Coast of Africa, and 
no such Vessel has ever yet returned into Port, since the establishment here 
of the Mixed Commission, except notified—n ballast, that is, after having 
previously landed her Negroes on the Coast. It must not be supposed that 
these Vessels sail clandestinely from the Havana. Their Owners give in their 
name and destination to the Custorn-House, as publickly as those of any other 
Vessel ; while the Marine supplies them with a Royal Passport for the Island 
of St. Thomas’ or Principe, a Passport which formerly used to have an 
express Provision inserted in it—that they should not engage in the prohi- 
bited traffick ;—but which Provision I ‘observe, by the Papers of the Vessels 
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lately captured, is now more consistently left out. Indeed, it was the height 4 
of mockery, to give, as formerly, a Passport, prohibiting the Slave-trade, to a 
Vessel notoriously fitted out for it, and for it alone. They proceed, therefore, 
now more openly ; indeed, so much so, that the very Contract before alluded 
to between the Master and Crew of the “ Firme,” which expressed her des- 
tination, and the exorbitant wages that could only result from a contraband 
trade, was drawn up before the Royal Notary of the Marine, Don Jozé 
Miguel Izquierdo, and countersigned by Don J. Alcala, the very Comandante 
de las Matriculas, who so regularly examines the Log-books of Vessels 
arrived, and pronounces them innocent. 

That no Spanish Vessel should ever have been brought before the Mixed 
Commission by the Spanish Royal Navy, is, perhaps, a circumstance calcu- 
| lated to excite surprize, if the Spanish Authorities are so earnest in putting 
| down ihe traffick ; but, when Ships-of-War may be seen to leave the Har- 
bour with Vessels of the above construction, publickly bound tor Africa, and 
to give them convoy along the Coast of this Island, a fact, indeed, otherwise 
proved by the Diarios, there can, I think, be no doubt that the Slave- 
traders are justified in conceiving themselves not only connived at, but pro- 
tected. It is indeed said by the Local Authorities, that they must abide by 
the letter of the Spanish Law, and that, although no doubt can be indulged 
as to the object of these Vessels, yet, as there is no Law to prevent their 
sailing tor Africa,-no Law, indeed, to take the least cognizance of them ex- 
cept when they have the Slaves on board,—they must, therefore, be considered 
as simple Merchant-vessels, to which the Royal Navy is bound to give con- 
voy. But it is easy to understand the inferences which the Slave-traders will 
draw, from seeing the various Abolition Laws viewed in this manner by the 
Local Government. 

Since the establishment of His Majesty’s Commissioners here, no Seizure 
of a Slave-vessel has ever taken place, but on their demunciaton, and even then, 
such Seizure has only been made to be instantly followed by a perfect ac- 
quittal in the Spanish Tribunals. The very flagrant Case of the “ Esperanza” 
| has been too lately before your Lordship in detail to render it necessary for 
me. to return to it. I may be permitted, however, to state, that 1t now ap- 
pears sufficiently manifest, that this Vessel was seized, not with any intention 
of carrying into execution the Spanish Laws against the Slave-trade, but 
only in order to afford a pretext for ascertaining the extent of my information, 
| His Majesty’s Commissioners are, in this latter respect, peculiarly situated, 
as it is the interest even of their own Fellow-Subjects employed here in com- 














merce, for the sake of not exciting general odium, to hide from them every 
event connected with the Slave-trade; and perhaps no more convincing proof 
ot the shameless manner in which the traffick is carried on can be urged, 
‘than that so much of it should come to the knowledge of those very Persons 
whom every one here conceives it to be his interest to keep in the dark. That 
the Reports of the Commissioners are not exaggerated, the Consuls of His 
Most Christian Majesty and of The King of the Netherlands, residing in this 
City, could, 1 am convinced, if called upon, both testify. 

Without doubt the most effectual mode of suppressing this profitable 
traflick would be, to declare it piracy, but if this cannot be effected, and if 
Spain will not even consent to the detention of Vessels, obviously fitted out 
for the trade, when they have not their Slaves on board, it is at least to be 
hoped, that the actual state of the Spanish Law on the subject will be 
altered. If the Spanish Government be really sincere in their wishes, so 
often expressed, to abolish the Slave-trade, surely they ought not to allow 
Vessels to sail from the Havana publickly, for the Coast of Africa, from which 
the Custom-House Reports, as well as the construction of the Vessels, shew 
that they bring nothing back but Slaves. Africa has indeed no other pro- 

~ duce for the Havana Market. 
| His Majesty’s Commissioners have long since ventured to recommend that 
the Captain-General should alone be made responsible for all infractions of 
the Treaty ; and now that they have had occasion to observe how the Royal 
Order of the 2d January 1826, has been rendered utterly null, by the system 
of devolving upon Inferiors the responsibility of examining Slave-vessels on 
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arrival, they are mére than ever convinced of the necessity of the plan they 
had the honour to propose. In the Case of the “ Maria,” with the con- 
demnation of which by the Mixed Commission, I have so lately had the 
honour of making your Lordship acquainted, all the Negroes, except 1, and 
the whole of the Crew, escaped on Shore. The Negroes thus landed ought 
certainly to be emancipated, and the Master and Owners of the Vessel 
punished according to Law, The Captain-General has, however, shifted the 
responsibility from himself, by referring the whole matter to his Assessor ; 
and I confess 1 have now little hope of the affair not being allowed to drop, 
particularly as I understand the Master remains still at liberty, openly 
boasting, that: he secured ceftain Papers that would have affected the safety of 
his Owners, who must, notwithstanding, be sufficiently known to the Local 
Government, by their names having been of necessity entered at the Custom- 
House before the Vessel sailed for Africa. 

The difficulty urged by the Spanish Government of checking this contra- 
band traffick is certainly not so great as is imagined. ‘The complete sup- 
pression of smuggling, by the firmness and talent of the present Intendant, 
convince me, that, if the Local Government had the will to diminish the 
trade’ in Bozal Negroes, it could easily fiad the means. For instance, it 1s 
most desirable that the Spanish Government would rigorously carry into exe- 
cution the Law which affects the responsible Owner of the Slave-vessel. This 
Person, who generally gets up the expedition and apportions the shares, is 
infinitely more culpable than the Sailor, who, for want of other employment, 
hazards his life in the most pestilential and dangerous of all kinds of com- 
merce ; and yet this Owner, who, before the Vessel sails, regularly becomes 
responsible for her to the Custom-House, by a publick deed, never suffers be- 
yond the casual loss of a Vessel condemned by the Mixed Commission. 

EF have been gratified: to perceive; that the Planters are alarmed by the late 
Captures of so taany Vessels by His Majesty’s Cruizers, and some of them 
at’ length convinced, that the best mode to prevent the manumission of so 
may Névroés, théthe increase of the Free Black Population, is to discontinue 
the trade. *'P'ke prevalence of this feeling at present may: possibly be an argu 
ment against\the’transportation of the emancipated Negroes to Europe, lately 
proposed bystheSpanish Government. In every other respect there is rea- 
son to believe-that, if executed with good faith, such transportation would be 
conducive to the wélfare’of these unfortunate beings, as well as to that of the 
Island. - 

In concluding this Report for the past Year, I beg to state, that the most 
extraordinary rumours have reached me, as to the protection given to Spanish 
Slave-vessels, in the West Indian Islands of St. Thomas and St. Eustatius. 
It is said here that, in more than one instance, they have been used as depdots. 
Ot course I am here unable to authenticate such rumours, which, if true, could 
only be grounded on the confession ot the Slave-traders themselves ; but the 
shelter which those Islands have been lately shown to afford to Pirates, and 
the circumstance of several notorious Slave-vessels having been reported here, 
as from the West Indian Island of St. Thomas, incline me to believe that the 
rumours alluded to may not entirely be without foundation. 


ie (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, KT. 
ay bus Bey ; “Ser as © Es Sa 
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«List of Departures bj the Havana for the Coast of Ae during the 











DATE. 
1827. 
Jan. 3 
ce 0) 
ce ail 
March 1 | 
ce 292, 
July 12 
! e414 
ps 20s 
ce 26 i 
Aug. 9 
Slt 
« [pt 
Sept. 9 
pe ee a!) 
i & Oo] 
‘ea fests Nebe 
eo 6 ee OoG 
Ge OS} 
CC OR 
Oct. 8 
Nov.- 1 
4 20 
Dec. 21 
« 21 
) Cs Nr 
ce oF 
« 31 


NATION, 


Spanish , 


French 
Spanish 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto | 
Ditto ~ 
Ditto _ 


Ditto— 


Ditto: 


Ditto 


» «Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto ~ 
- Ditto: 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


_ Ditto , 
_ Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 





Year 1827. 








CLASS. - NAME. "MASTER. 
Schooner | Vigilancia Habanera | A. de Castro...... 
Beier Pal octet ‘. | FB. G. Forcain. 
Schooner | Monica........ Perel Jaebansustacka, 
Brigantine | Nuevo Orestes.... | S. Manzana...... 
Schooner | Tres Manuelas.... | J. Gandullo..... : 
Ditto Lamberg ...... .. | PR. A. Salduendo. 
Brig Guerrero .. ae eats oze Gomez...... 
Ditto Gallo. bas eoes *.. | Ramon Gonzalez. . 
Schooner | Indagadora ...... | S.Manzana...... 


Ditto Gertrudis ....: 
Brigantine | Emprendedor . 
Brig Volador gs 1... 
Schooner Tres Manuelas. ... 


. |.J30z6 Prima. 


Franco. Amigo. 
| Jozé Gandullo.... 


i Ditto HermosaDolorita.. | Pedio Blanco .... 


ae | ¢ Vigilancia Haba- ; 
Ditto | fen (al.) alaiay . Franco. Cerro. | 
Ditto Pumeta rs ce. 26 Anto. Negtete ..'.. 
_ Ditto Araucana,s.. 1... Claudio Pitaluga. . 
Ditto Medea. 2). pat. = '.. | Joaquin Blanco, | 
Ditto | Segunda Teresa .. } Mariano Carbo.. .. 
Ditto | Feliz Victoria .... | Joze Roguez. — 
Ditto” | Manuelita ...... AOEE JHORSIN ES Ba a: 
Ditto (Maria: | ao). eee es Salvador Pozo. . 
Brig Almirante.,..'.... | A. de Castro .. 
Schooner | Mallon saeco - Franco. Romero be 
‘Brig’ | Ricardo’ ........ | Bartolome Aizpurua 
Schooner + Esperanza ...... | | E..P. de Noriega. . 
Brigantine | Intrepido ....:... | Jozé Puiz y Miro. 


= 


Buy Vessels sailed ; af which 13 have A in soley 
3 captured or lost. 


| ” 11 fate doubtful or unknown. 


fences soppre 27 


— 


Martin Vilar...... 


‘WResult of Voyage, as 


far as is known. 





IRetd. June 23, 1827 


June 19, — 
«Aug. 1, — 


Lost on the Flo- 
rida Keys, ‘after 
an action with 

| H.M’s.Schooner 
SONI blew. | 

Retd.Jan. 4, 1828 
oe Dac 6, 1827, 


« Jan. 18, 1828 


ae Ee ae a 
fron to have been: 


condemned at. 
Sierra Leone. 


Retd. Feb. 15, 1828) 


4 


Longs une: Q, = 
«April 17, — 


| “© May 13, — 
(Destroyed by H- 
M’s. Schooner 
| “ Skipjack,” after 


Slaves but 1.. 
Condemned at. 


| landing all her 


| L Havana. 
Retd. Aug. 15, 1828 


(Retd- July9, 18285; 

seized afterwards. 
| by the Comt of 

| Admiralty, and 
L acquitted. 
“Captured by H.. 
M’s. Schooner 
“ Skipjack,” and: 
| condemned 3 
Havana.. 
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DATE. CLASS, 
1828. 
Jan, 4 Brig 
‘« 16 | Brigantine 
Feb. 15 | Schooner 
6e 15 
Mar. 19 | Schooner 
April 17 Ditto 
May 13 Brig 
Jwne — | Schooner 
AKO) Brig 
« 154 Schooner 
July 9 Ditto 
meee Ditto 
Aug. 16 Brig 
Cy Ditto 
Ge Bl Ditto 
Sept. 16 Schooner 
Be Privateer 
501" Brig } 
Oct. 16, Brig 
« 261 Schooner 
Nov. 11 Brig 
« 12 Schooner 
« 624 Ditto 
we OM) Ditto 
Dec. 6 Ditto 
te 9 Ditto 
€ 7 Ditto 
Gg Ditto 
a 18} Ditto 
IGN 4 ao a2 Pee 









1828. 
Jan. 3 | Schooner 
a ANG Ditto 
« 30 Brig 
Feb. 6 | Schooner 
« 10 Brig 
10 Ditto 


+ 




















Brigantine | Palmyra 
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Second Enclosure in No, 90. 


List of Arrivals of Spanish Slave-vessels in the Port of the Havana, during 
the Year 1828. 


NAME. 





Gallo 
Emprendedor 
Primera 


oor eet were 


Tres Manuelas...... 
Manuelita.......... 
JA limita tena aaron 
Indagadora 
Segunda Teresa .... 


Dorotea(al.) Pollo. . .. 


rie uve terne gs 69 


Esperanza 


sere wees 


Transito 
Ricardo 
Viena dOge tween 


Ce 


Pirro 


Josefa (al.) Fortuna. . 
Fama de Cadiz (al.) } 
Diana. : 


Aerostatico 


Primera Gallega 
Gallo 
Potosi 
Primeriaen cosas 


(emer cot Oe oe 


AMVENT), b ao no eo ms 


Gallito 
Takateuibbibvees Bane oo oc 
Indagadora 
Cristina (al.) Gaditano 
Viscay na 


Eis) oe 4s: eos a) 


Francisco Garcia .... 


MASTER. REMARKS, 








Ramon Gonzalez. 
Pablo Marchea. 
Domingo Bardier. 
“¢ Said to have arrived at 
Matanzas. 
Juan Casas, 
Jozé Bosch. 
Domingo Castro. 
Manuel Fernandez. 
Mariano Carbo. 
Manuel Santiago de 
Echevarria. 


E. P.D.de Noriega... | { 


Seized by the Admiralty 
Court, and acquitted. 
Antonio Perez. 
Agustin de Mata. 
Jozé Garay. 
A suspicious Vessel, said 
to have landed Slaves, 
but not reported to the 
Captain-General. 


Juan Gonzalez Cés- if 
{ Deus Oe ee 


L 


Ramon Casal. - 


Miguel Igartua. 

Reported in 12 days from 
St. Thomas, and there- 
fore not denounced to 
the Captain-General ; 

1 but since ascertained to 


Jozé Balandra ...... have landed Slaves. 


Ramon Gonzalez. 
Andres Larrazabal. 
Domingo Bardier. 
Suspicious Vessel, not 
denounced to the Cap- 


*Man. Alcantara...... tain-General, but ru- 
| moured to have landed 
rt Slaves. 

Carlos Ferrer. 


Andres Cortina. 
Man. Dias de Medina. 
Franc. de los Reyes. 


} P. A. Zaldesondo. 





Third Enclosure in No. 90. 


List of Departures of Spanish Slave-Vessels from the Havana, for 


Coast of Africa, during the Year 1828. . 


NAME. 


Indagadota ...:...- 
Transito 
Venvadori.4 «2308 <6 
Primera Gallega .... 


oe 8) 8 GS ol im ww) 


Firme de Cadiz 
Gallo 


eros eee seeded 







MASTER. OBSERVATIONS. 





Manuel Fernandez .. {| Returned June —, 1828. 







Joze Rodriquez .... as July 14, — 
_Joze Garay" .22---- “e Aug. 22, — 
Francisco Suarez .... « Oct. 5264 

ore Captured by H. M. S. 
Juan Sandrino.....- { a Cresehoy pee 





— 





Returned Noy. 11, 
(continued 


Ramon Gonzalez.... 






























































seca ae ae ig 












gS Ree 
meee Crt wN @ 


Ditto 

















21 Ditto 
6 Brig 
25 | Schooner 
oi Ditto 
27 Ditto 
9 Ditto 
9 Ditto 
14 Ditto 
22 Brig 
24 Ditto 
15 Ditto 
15 Ditto 
15 Ditto 
15 | Ditto 
15 | Ditto 
1 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
18 Ditto 


Brig 


1 Ditto 

1 | Schooner 

1 Ditto 
15 Ditto 
28 Ditto 
28 Ditto 


Ship 
Brig 


Schooner 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ship 


=) 
(SSC ee ee 
ee 2285 . 


Gao els) 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Brig 


Ditto 
_ Brig 
Schooner 
Ditto 
Brig 
Ditto 
Schooner 
“Ditto 
“Ditto” 
Big 


Nor 
Coe b ROS 


ve 


24 
27 


Brig 
Schooner 


Schooner , 


Schooner | 


Schooner | 


Havana. 


Third Enclosure in No. 90. (contifmed.) 


Psi. 


MASTER. OBSERVATIONS. 





Manuel Santiago 
de Echevarria .. } Returned June 15, 1528. 


eth it eC OMe 


































































; Captured by H. M. 8. 
aR ORRIN Felipe Rebel! 49. 4% { attache 
Ris Pe Acc, Me? Juan Casal ........ | Returned Sept. 16, 1828. 

Cristina mera Franco. de los Reyes « Dec. 13, — 

Elerculina sree | Andres Cortina...... oo Dec. 7, — 

Emprendedor ...... Ramon Clavel. 

Missolonghi........ Juan Larrazabal. 

Nueva Eloisa ...... Narciso Ealeves. 

Primera cower eve Domingo Bardier.... CO NO. 22 

Gallitome ie cactus ies Guillermo Ferrer .... oo Dec. 6, — 
MRECUISO" SS lee. Juan Joze Dominguez 

Nueva Empresa . Joze S. Juan. 

Aerostatico ........ Francisco Garcia .... 7 .Oct 16, —= 
4. Vistayaes oy <n joayosy- | P. A.de Zaldezondo.. | a Wyse, leh 

Tres Manuelas...... Juan Batalla. 

SuanlcOne - oe ee oe Manuel Alcantara... . ™ Nov. 29, — 

(Graciossmenerieerta re Juan Cases. | 

Chore? sae: ee Oe Francisco Matamala. 

Viva, (al.) Coqueta.. | JozéGarcia.. 

POGisi ee ears oe Andrez Larrazabal .. « Nov. 12, — 

0 ae Ree Jozé Bosch. 
Wel rei ees Ramon Noyedal. 
Almirante: 2. aoa. Andrez Inzua. 


‘Nueva Campeadora.. | Gaspar Prat. 
This Vessel cleared out 
Juan Jozé Felipe for the Canaries, but is 
{ Remedios...... } said to be a Slave- 


Tres Hermanos 
; vessel. 


Commlino,% ~ och. fae Francisco de la Casa. 

Pan ticaseeee. Sees Miguel Romero Vega. 

Indagadora ........ | Manl. Diaz de Medina |Returned Dec. 7, 1828. 
\ Georgiana ......:.. | Domingo Borell. 

Havorita .< 00.5. Anto. Betancourt. 
| Segun el tiempo .... | Jozé Escardo. 

4 Manl. Buenamuerte ce: Uessels ere su 

h Athistad: 044.0647 naa Gee } picious, although they 


cleared out for the Ca- 


Anto. Jorge Gonzalez aries: 


Triton Palmero. 






Golondrina ........ Antonio Carabazal. 
Islami. a5 Ge ale oe 6 6 | Roque Quintana. 

friple Union: ).-... . Santiago Manzana. 

f Repetidora. < .-42s- Felipe Dominguez. 


Veloz Pasagera, (al.) This large Privateer 
MH, 1 pl oloee dala Wega, © 229140 cloored bit for Manilla 


Cubana, (al.) Marinera | Antonio Zabala. 


Transifie pags ae ess te Jozé Rodriques. 
Violado tae ane tan -| Bonifacio Echelacu. 
(Constanciameers fee Joaquin Bergallo. 
VicardO mare crne sere Marcellino Moran. 
FAtriSkAGME A aa neee -.. | Manuel Fernandez. 

| Jozefa, (al.) Fortuna.. | Ramon Casal. 
Segunda Teresa .... | Saturnino Escull. 
(Constanza Weis eeia Antonio Moniel. 
Acrostatico .)........0. Pedro Manegal. 
[Parieliitage tens cick Jozé Zalvaga. 
TUTE Pree capa coe Ildefonso Martinez. 
Mercedita.......0-- Vicente Sancho. 
Primera Gallega .... Francisco Cabiesez. 

| Potosi. ............ | Antonio Larrazabal. 

| Servando...... ..... | Santiago Echevarria. 
VGH aes ies)? « fs Franco. Anto, Sarria, 
Vengadors, 2). .s- Agustin Capera. 
{ndagadora ........ | Ildefonso Garcia, 


ToraL.—f3 sailed from the Havetg—of whom 16 have returned with Cargées ; 2 have been cap- 
tured ; and 45 remain unaccounted for. 
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122 HAVANA. 


No. 91. \ 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 4.) 


My Lorp, Havana, January 18, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
Despatch, dated 18th September 1828, relating to the question respecting 
the presence of the Commander of the Capturing Ship at the adjudication of 
his Prize. I beg also to assure your Lordship, that His Majesty’s Com- 
missioners will take the Opinions therein stated as the rule of their conduct 
on the points to which they apply. 

~ ] have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&c. eae &e. 








No. 92. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, March 18, 1829. 


I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, the Copies of Correspondence which 
I have received from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, dated 
the 2d and 9th of February last,* on the subject of a Vessel, called the 
« Elena,” or “ La Paz,” suspected of having ‘sailed from the Port of Cadiz, 
on a Voyage of illegal Slave-trade. . 

I have to desire that you will transmit to me, for the information of His 
Majesty’s Government, such information as you shall be able to procure 


respecting the Vessel in question. ; 
Fis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
* See Class B. 








No. 93. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty’s Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, March 20, 1829. 


WITH reference to previous Correspondence on the subject of the Vessel 
the “ Tres Maruelas,” and the alleged prevalence of illegal Slave-trade 
between the Coast of Africa and the Island of Cuba; I transmit to you the 
accompanying Copy of a Despatch, and of its Enclosure, from His Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, dated the oth Ultimo,* from which it appears, 
that the Spanish Government have at length been induced to notice the 
discreditable proceedings at the Havana, which. have given occasion for so 
many, hitherto fruitless, Representations. : 

In the Orders now transmitted to the Captain-General of Cuba, His 
Majesty’s Government are willing to see an earnest of further measures, better 
calculated than those which have preceded them, for the effectual suppression 
of the disgraceful traffick, against which the efforts of His Majesty have been 
so long and so anxiously directed. 

You will not omit to report to me your observations upon the apparent 
influence of these new Instructions, on the conduct of the Colonial Authori- 
ties, and your opinion of their probable efficacy towards the attainment of 
the great object at which they are so professedly aimed. 

es Pair we: ‘’ 
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
* See Class B. 
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No. 94. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Receiwed March 24.) 














_ My Lorp, Havana, January 31, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s. 
Despatch, dated October 22d, 1828, on the subject of the Slave-vessels. 
“ Nerves” and “ Esperanza;” and I beg to state, that nothing can 
afford me greater gratification than thus to learn, that the Proceedings adopted 
here, with respect to those 2 Vessels, have met with your Lordship’s appro- 
bation. I have the honour to be, &c. 

; etal i (Signed) _ W. S. MACLEAY.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&e. &c. &e. 


No. 95. 





W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 24.) 


My Lorp, pie Havana, February 4, 1829. 
y 


| ON the 2d Ultimo, arrived the Spanish Schooner “ Zires Manuelas,” D. 
Juan Batalla, Master, and on the 24th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner ‘* Cho,” 
D. Francisco Matemala, Master; both Vessels came from the Coast of Africa,. 
and, previously to their arrival in this Port, landed Cargoes of Slaves on the 
Coast ; on my informing the Captain-General, that I should have to report 
them to your Lordship, His Excellency sent me the usual answer,~—that he 
had referred the Cases to the Officer Second in Command over the Naval 
Forces on this Station. I nave not as yet learned the result of the investiga- 
tions, although T observe the “ Zires Manuelas” in Port, nearly ready again 
for Sea. 
On the 13th Ultimo, sailed for the Island of Principe, the Spanish. 
Schooner “ Juanita,’ D. Santiago Alonzo, Master; and on the Ist Instant, 
the Spanish Brig “ Doris,” D. Juan Bautista Arrato, Master; the Schooner 
“ Primera, D. Jozé Benito Pardo, Master; and the Schooner “ Viscayna,” 
D. Jozé A. Balandra, Master; all sailed for the Island of St. Thomas. 

T have the honour to be, &c. . 
; (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . 

&e. &c. &e.. 


‘ —_ on . a —_ Re ; - 
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WS. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 24.) 


My Lorp, . Havana, February 10; 1829. 


| IN consequence of your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 18th Septem-- 
| ber 1828, I thought it advisable to come as soon as possible to an un- 
derstanding with the Commissioners of His Catholick Majesty, on. the: 
disputed question respecting Captured, Slave-vessels being accompanied! into» 
this Port by the Captors; and I accordingly addressed them a Letter, of: which. 

I have the honour to enclose a Copy, and in which I recapitulated the opinion: 
| of His Majesty’s Law Officers ; urging, moreover, as an additional argument, . 
‘ that all the other Mixed Commission Courts have so interpreted: the Treaty,. 
| and that no objection is made by them to decide on Cases of Capture, when the: 
Slave-vessel has been brought in for adjudication by an inferior Officer, in thee 
capacity of Prize Master. 
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The Commissioners of His Catholick Majesty, in their Answer, a Transla- 
tion of which I have the honour.to enclose, not merely refuse to make any 
alteration in the course of proceeding hitherto adopted by this Court of Mixed 
Commission, but state, that they cannot enter into any further discussion with 
me on the subject, because, having transmitted home to their Government, 
Copies of the former Correspondence that took place between them and His 
Majesty’s Commissioners, in December 1827, they have since received His 
Catholick Majesty’s approbation of the opinion they then expressed, and an 
injunction to continue their circumspection. ; 

I have in my last Letter to them merely stated, that I would transmit their 
Answer to your Lordship; assuring them at the same time, that it never was 
the aim of His Majesty’s Commissioners to make any alteration in the Treaty, 
as they would seem to insinuate. 

From the ground now taken by the Spanish Commissioners, I greatly fear 
this important question cannot be set at rest here, without His Majesty’s 
Government conferring on the subject with that of His Catholick Majesty. 

[ have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, h. 7. 


&c. &e. Se. 









































First Enclosure in No. 96. 



























































The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Spanish Commissioners. 




















GENTLEMEN, Havana, January 24, 1829. 











IN the Letter which Mr. Kilbee and myself had the honour of addressing to your Excellency, and 
His Catholick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, on the 14th January 1828, in answer to your's 
of the 21st December preceding, we stated, with respect. to the alleged necessity of the Commanding 
Officer of a Capturing Ship-of-War accompanying his Prize to this Port, that we should take an 
early opportunity of drawing the attention of His Majesty's Government to the subject. 

In all the other Mixed Commission Courts, whether established at Rio de Janeiro, Surinam, or 
Sierra Leone, it has been the practice to consider the communication to them respectively, by a 
proper Official Authority, of a List of the V essels provided with the proper Instructions for detaining 
Slave-vessels, to be sufficient evidence that the Ships-of-War named in such List were duly authorized 
to make Captures, even although their Instructions might not have been produced in Court. It has, 
moreover, been invariably deemed sufficient by the said Mixed Commissions, when the above-men- 
tioned List has been duly registered in their Courts, for the Commanding Officer of the Capturing 
Vessel to send in his Prize for adjudication, in charge of one of his Officers. The difficulty, therefore, 
which arose in this Court of Mixed Commission, with respect to the reception of that Official List of 
the British Ships-of-War provided with Instructions for detaining Slave-vessels, which was forwarded 
‘to the Havana, by Vice Admiral Fleeming, in the latter end of the Year 1827, was quite new to His 
Majesty's Government, and the more unexpected, as such difficulty obviously interfered with the prin- 
cipal object the Treaty had in view ; but, nevertheless, being anxious to get the highest legal 
sanction for the accuracy of the course of proceeding, which had been so long adopted by the other 
Courts, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs was pleased to refer the whole 
question, together with the observations of the several Members of this Mixed Commission, to the 
Law Officers of the Crown in England. These learned Gentlemen have explicitly reported it to be 
their opinion,—that the presence of the Conmander of the Capturing Ship is not, under the Treaty 
with Spain for the abolition of the Slave-trade, essentially necessary to the due adjudication of the 
Prize. They admit, indeed, in giving this opinion, that some of the Regulations and Instructions 
seem to have been framed under the presumption, that the Prize would be accompanied into Port by 
the Capturing Ship ; but they further state, that there are no words which make it imperative upon 
the Captors so to do, or which, in their opinion, would justify the Commissioners in refusing to 
proceed to adjudication, merely on the ground of the absence of the Captor. If indeed, in the 
course of the Proceedings, circumstances should arise which, in the judgment of the Commissioners, 
may require the examination of the Commander of the Capturing Ship, they, or either of them, have, 
in the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, a right to demand it ; and, in that case, the final 
Sentence must be postponed till the attendance of the Commander of the Capturing Ship can be procured ; 
but the Law Officers of the Crown are decidedly of opinion, that if, upon examination of the Papers, 
and of the Master and Crew of the detained Ship, sufficient Evidence should be obtained to justify 
a Decree of Restitution, or a Sentence of Condemnation, the Sentence in either case would be valid. 

I now beg leave to inform your Excellency, and His Catholick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitra- 
tion, that I have received the Instructions of His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, directing me to take the above opinions of the Law Officers of the Crown, as the rule of my 


conduct on the points to which they apply. 

























































































































































































I avail myself, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY, 
H. E. The Intendant, and the Commissioner of Arbitration of H. C. Majesty. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 96. (Translation.) 


The Spanish Commissioners to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, , Havana, February 5, 1829. 


WE have had the honour to receive your Note of the 24th Ultimo, in which you solicit anew, that 
the Court of Mixed Commission should decide on the detentions of those Slave-vessels which come 
into this Port without being accompanied by the Captor, but only in his stead by the Officer or 
Prize Master, who has charge of them. You are further pleased to state, that you revive this question 
in consequence of Instructions that you have received from your Government. 

In December 1827, the period when Mr. Henry Kilbee and yourself addressed to us your first request 
on this subject, we forwarded also on our part a Statement of the whole question to our Sovereign, 
and of the motives which had prevented us from consenting to make any change in the letter and 
spirit of the Treaty, when confirmed by a constant practice, that has never been interrupted during 
more than 8 Years, that the Capturing Vessels have always convoyed their Prizes to this Port. The 
King, our Lord, was graciously pleased to approve our circumspection, ordering us to continue it, and 
not to make, so far as we are concerned, any innovation. We are, therefore, not permitted to enter 
anew into this discussion, the definitive resolution of which belongs only to the High Contracting Parties, 
who alone can make alterations or modifications in the Treaty. 

, God preserve you many Years. 
(Signed.) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
as a RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. 





Third Enclosure in No. 96. 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Spanish Commissioners. 


_ GENTLEMEN, Havana, February 10, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of the Letter of your Excellency, and His 
Catholick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, dated the 5th Instant, and declining any further dis- 
cussion on the question of captured Slave-vessels being sent into this Port in charge of Prize Masters. [ 
shall forward Copies of this Correspondence to my Government ; and in the mean time beg merely to 
observe, that it was of course far from the intention of His Majesty's Commissioners to attempt 
the slightest alteration in the Treaty, but only to secure such a proper interpretation of it as might 
more effectually secure the objects of the Treaty. 


I have the greatest pleasure in availing myself, &c, 
(Signed.) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Intendant, and H. C. M ’s. Commissioner of Arbitration. 








No. 97. 
W. 8. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 24.) 


My Lorp, Havana, February 12, 1829. 


I HAVE received Letters, of the usual Form, from the Captain-General, in- 
forming me, that the Log-books of the “Tres Manuelas” and “ Clio” have 
been examined, and that nothing therein has been found to prove these Vessels 
to have been concerned in the prohibited traffick of Bozal Negroes. 

On the 5th Instant, sailed the Spanish Schooner “ Loreto” alias “ Corw- 
nesa,” D. Felipe Basagayte, Master, and on the 6th Instant, the Spanish 
Schooner “ Herculina,” D. Francisco dela Casa, Master; both for the Isla 


‘de Principe. 


"This day also the notorious Slave-vessel “ Zres Manuelas,” D. Victoriano 

Laguna, Master, took her departure for St. Thomas, on the Coast of Africa. 
I have the honour to be, &c. | 

; > ts (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY, 

The Right Hon, The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


Se. Se. Se. 
2h 
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No. 98. 
W. §. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 11.) 


My Lorp, Havana, February 24, 1829. 


ON the 18th Instant, the Spanish Schooner “ Gadlito,” D. Francisco 
Garcia, Master, sailed for the Isla de Principe; on the 22d Instant, sailed 
the Brig “ Rapido,” D. Antonio Cortina, for the same destination; and on 
the same day sailed for St. Thomas, the 2 Spanish Brigs, viz: the “ Cristena” 
D. Joaquin Rodriguez, Master, and the “ Pajarito,” D. Jose Villanueva, 
Master. The latter Vessel, ‘* Pajarito,” has, however, since put back, 
leaky. 

On the 19th Instant came into Port, in ballast, the Spanish Schooner 
“ Tyansito,? D. Pablo Gonzalez, Master, and on the 21st, likewise in bal- 
last, arrived the “ Graciosa,” D. Juan Casas, Master. Both Vessels had 
previously landed their Slaves on the Coast. I instantly acquainted the 
Captain-General with my intention to report them to your Lordship, and 
His Excellency has not as yet returned any Answer. 

Ihave the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
So &e. Se. 








No. 99. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received April 11.) 


My Lonrp, Havana, February 28, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the. receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch, dated 27th of December 1828, and addressed to His Majesty’s Com- 
missioners. It is most peculiarly gratifying to me to be thus informed, that 
your Lordship is pleased to approve, of the proceedings in the Case of the 
Spanish Schooner “* Intrepido,” and of the transmission to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jamaica of the Document, purporting that a Subject of His 
Majesty had been implicated in the concerns of that Vessel. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 


&ec. &e. eos 





No. 100. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed April 11.) 


My Lorp, Havana, March 8, 1829. 


IN my Despatch, of the 4th of August, of last Year, I had the honour to ac- 
quaint His Majesty’s Government with the departure, on the ist of that Month, 
of the Spanish Schooner ‘* Golondrina,” D. Antonio Caravajal, Master, for the 
Coast of Africa. On the 19th Ultimo, His Majesty’s Schooner * Pickle,” 
Lieutenant John B. B. MacHardy, Commander, while cruizing off the North 
Coast of this Island, near the Puerto de los Naranjos, or Orange Harbour, ob- 
served a strange Sail nearing the Land to the Westward. On chase being given, 
the strange Vessel ran a-shore near Puerto del Padre, and the Crew having landed 
their Negroes, fled with them into the Interior, leaving only 1 Slave on the 
Beach, who, from sickness and extreme extenuation, was unable to accom- 
pany them. The Vessel was immediately taken possession of by the Boats of 
the “ Pickle,” and proved,.by the Papers found on board, to be the above- 
mentioned ‘ Golondrina,’ which had sailed from Pequefia Bassa, on the 
Coast of Africa, in the beginning of January last, with a Cargo of about 78 
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Slaves. She was soon got off, with the sick Negro found on the Beach, who 
died however, within 48 hours after the Capture. 

The “ Pickle” arrived in this Port, with her Prize, on the 27th Ultimo. 
Anxious to get His Majesty’s Schooner out to Sea again, on account of the 
horrible Piracies which have lately been committed on this Coast, I imme- 
diately summoncd a Court, and although this is the Carnival Season, and a 
Special Auto de Providencia has even been necessary to give due validity to 
the proceedings of the Court at such a time, I found every desire to assist me, 
on the part of my Colleagues, and of the Secretary of the Commission ; who 
assembled and sat with me in Court, during the holidays, to the 5th Instant, 
when the Sentence was issued, condemning the “ Golondrina” to the profit of 
the two Governments. 

I herewith enclose a Copy of the Captor’s Declaration, an Abstract of the 
Evidence, and a Translation of the Sentence. 

There is nothing very peculiar in this Case, except that the Vessel, having 
been taken without any Slave actually on board, was condemned under the 


first of those Additional Articles to the Treaty, which were signed at Madrid, 


in December 1822, and communicated by the Government of His Catholick 
Majesty to this Mixed Commission in 1826. 

The “ Golondrina”'is a very small Vessel, about 70 tons. 

Immediately on the arrival of the “ Pickle,” I transmitted to the Captain- 
General a Copy of Lieutenant MacHardy’s Letter, in order to afford His 
Excellency grounds for punishing the Crew of the Slave-vessel, and emanci- 
pating the Slaves who were landed: as yet, however, I have received no 
Answer. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. Sc. &e. 





First Enclosure in No. 100. 


Declaration of the Captor, in the Case of the “ Golondrina.” 


HIS Majesty’s Schooner “ Pickle,” commanded by J. B. B. MacHardy, Lieutenant and Com- 
mander, being off Orange Harbour, soon after day-light of the 19th February, discovered a strange 
Schooner to the Westward, and on all sail being made in chase, the Stranger used every endeavour 
to escape. At 12. 10. P.M. we shewed our Colours to chase, which were never answered. At 
1. 30. P. M., we observed the Stranger to run a-shore, about a league to the Eastward of Puerto 
Padre, and to shorten sail in a very confused manner. On approaching her we ascertained that the 
people of the Schooner were abandoning her, armed, at the same time shewing a large Spanish Vane. 
We then sent Boats to the Vessel, the Crew having deserted her, and also succeeded in taking all the 
Slaves with them but 1. The Schooner was soon got off, and search made for the Crew, as 
well as enquiry made of some Fishermen, who had assisted in landing the Slaves, but we could pro- 
cure no information. 

By the Documents found on board, consisting of Log-books and various other Papers, she proved 
to be the Spanish Schooner “ Golondrina,’ which sailed from the Havana, in August last, com- 
manded by Antonio Caravajal, for the Coast of Africa, where she took on board 78 or more Slaves. 

‘Lhe only Slave who was taken possession of by His Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle,” was diseased, 
and died about 48 hours after the Capture of the Vessel. 

The « Golondrina” is a small Schooner, mounting 1 gun, (a 9-pounder, fitted to work on both 
sides) and is perfectly sound, but the rigging and sails are in bad order. 

(Signed) J. B. MACHARDY, Lieutenant and Commander. 


W. Nrewron Fows 1, Senior Mate. 
James Cook, Assistant-Surgeon. 


Certificate of the Death of a Negro. : 


WE, the Undersigned, do hereby certify, that the Slave taken with the Schooner “ Golondrina,” 
was diseased at the time of Capture, and died about 48 hours after. 
(Signed) JAMES COOK, Assistant-Surgeon. 
W. NEWTON FOWELL, Senior Mate. 


Witnesses. 


Havana, February 28, 1829. 


N.B.—The following Papers were found on board the “ Golondrina,” viz. : 

6 Log-books. me 

1 Invoice of Goods taken out, signed by Ramon and Inclan. 

1 Rough Account of the purchase of 78 Negroes, dated Pequena Bassa, and 

2 Letters, signed Antonio Jordi, and addressed to the Master of the ‘* Golondrina, at Gran 

* Bassa, proving that in the Months of November and December’ last, the former was 

employed purchasing Slaves for the latter, on the Coast of Africa, And upwards of 70 
other Letters and Miscellaneous Papers+ 
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Havana. 


Second Enclosure in No. 100. 


Abstract of the Evidence, in the Case of the “ Golondrina.” 


LIEUTENANT JOHN B. B. MACHARDY, Commander of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner 
« Pickle ;’ having shewn his Instructions, and being sworn, deposed, that his Declaration given into 
the Commission was strictly conformable to the truth ; that the Papers now produced were those that 
the Deponent had delivered to the British Commissioner of Arbitration ; and that the Certificate of the 
Death of a Negro, also given into Court, was signed by James Cook, the Surgeon, and by William 
Newton Fowell, the Mate of the “ Pickle,’ whe, both of them, as well as the rest of the Crew, are all 
acquainted with the circumstances attending the detention of the captured Schooner ; that among the 
Papers found on board the said Schooner, the Deponent particularly noticed the Papers now numbered 
1 to 10, viz : the Invoice signed Ramon and Inclan ; the Draft Abstract of the purchase of 78 Negroes, 
and the 2 Letters signed Antonio Jordi, as well as the 6 Log-Books, all now produced. 


William Newton Fowell, Mate, and Second Officer of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle,’ 
being swom, deposed, that the Signatures now produced are his, and that the Declaration of the 
Captor is strictly conformable to the truth ; that the Papers now produced are the same alluded to in 
the Declaration of the Captor, as having been found on board the Captured Schooner ; that the 
Deponent was the very person who found them in the Cabin, all except the Log-book, numbered 8, 
and which, being the one in actual use, was found in the Binnacle ; that the British Schooner-of- 
War dispatched 2 Boats to take possession of the Slave-vessel; that 1 of these Boats was com- 
manded by the Deponent, and the other by the Serjeant of Marines ; that these Boats took posses- 
sion of the said Slave-vessel ; that there were no Negroes on board the said Vessel at this time, but 
that this Deponent, from the Papers found, thinks that, shortly before her Capture, she must have had 
on board 116 Negroes, more or less ; that the Negro found on the Beach was so weak that he could 
not stand, and that the Deponent is sure the Crew of the Slave-vessel left him on the Beach, because 
they feared he would impede their flight if they attempted to carry him away ; that this Negro died 
within 48 hours on board the Slayve-schooner, to which he was carried, and where he was clothed 
and had every attention paid to. him. 


James Cook, Assistant Surgeon of the Schooner of War, “ Pickle,’ being sworn, deposed, that 
the Signatures now produced are his, and that the Declaration of the Captor is strictly conformable to 
truth ; that the Papers now produced are those alluded to in the Declaration of the Captor as having 
been found on board the Captured Schooner ; that the Deponent is not indeed able to swear to one 
circumstance mentioned in the Captor’s Declaration, namely, that the people of the Captured Schooner 
were armed when they fled, but that, nevertheless, it might have been so, as this Deponent, having no 
glass, was not able, from on board the Capturing Vessel, to distinguish exactly what passed on Shore ; 
that this Deponent believes the Papers now produced to be those of the Vessel captured, because he 
saw the Mate, Mr. Fowell, on his return from her, bring them on board the “ Pickle ;” that by reason 
of the Deponent’s want of a telescope, as before said, he could not distinguish the number or the 
colour of the persons who abandoned the Vessel; that a sick Negro was given into the Deponent’s 
charge ; and that, oa the day following, the Captured Negro was on the point of death ; that the 
Deponent gave him negus and other restoratives, because he was in the last state of debility from 
fever and diarrhoea ; that the Deponent is certain this Negro could not have accompanied his Com- 
panions in their flight. 


James Cook, Pilot of the British Schooner-of-War “Pickle,” being swom, deposed, that he saw 
chase given by His Majesty’s Schooner to a Spanish Schooner about the middle of last February, but 
that he does: not exactly remember the day ; that they were at the time about a league and a half off 
Puerto del Padre ; that when the Spanish Schooner was captured she had no one on board, the Crew 
having appeared to fly from the Capturing Schooner ; that 2 armed Boats were sent from the “ Pickle” 
to: take possession of the Spanish Schooner ; that this Deponent was in one of these Boats ; that 
he leaped on board the Spanish Schooner, ran down to the Cabin, and found in a white bag the 
Papers now produced, except one Log-Book, which, as the Deponent has heard, was found. in the 
binnacle ; that this Deponent did see Negroes quit the Captured Vessel, but is unable to say how 
many ;- that these Negroes were landed by means of a fishing Canoe; that they appeared to fly in 
company with white men, some of whom were armed, for 2 were seen to point muskets at the 
Boat in which the Deponent was ; that they did. not, however, discharge their muskets; that the 
Sailors of the “ Pickle ” followed them on Shore, and there found 1 of the Negroes, who, from 
weakness, was not able to follow his Companions ; that the People of the “Pickle” carried him on 
board the Spanish Vessel, where he died about 48 hours afterwards ; that it was impossible to 
intercept any of the others, as they fled so quick into the Woods. 


ee 





Third Enclosure in No. 160. (Translation.) 


Sentence of the Miaed Commission, in the Case of the ‘© Golondrina.” 


IN the ever most faithful City of the Havana, on the 5th of March 1829. The Most 
Excellent Sefior Conde de Villanueva, Grand Cross of the Royal American Order of Isabel la Catolica, 
Counsellor of State, Intendant General of the Army, and Royal Revenues, Spanish Commissary 
Judge in the Mixed Commission. and the Commissioners of Arbitration, Colonel D. Rafael de 
Quesada, and Mr. William Sharp Macleay, being assembled together in consequence of the absence, 
with leave from his Government, of the British Commissary Judge, have taken into their considera- 
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tion the proceedings cofiseqtient upon the Capture by His Britannick Majesty's Schoonet-of-War 
«* Pickle,” commanded by Lieutenant John B. B. MacHardy, of the Spanish Merchant Schooner 
* Gblondrina,” D. Antonio Gonzalez Caravajal, Master, while the latter Vessel was employed in the 
trade of Bozal Negroes ; and it having been fully proved, by the testimony and declaration of the 
said Captor, by the Depositions on oath of all the other Individuals examined, and by the Log-Books, 
Isetters, and other Papers; four on board the “ Golondrina,’ that the said captured Véssel sailed 
from this Port on the Ist of August 1828, for the Island of St. Thomas, and directed her course to the 
Coast of Africa, where she took on board Slaves at Pequetia Bassa ; that she sailed on her return 
from. Africa, in the beginning of last January, and that on her arrival off the North Coast of this 
Island of Cuba, she was discovered by the Capturing Schooner near Orange Harbour, or Puetto de 
los Naranjos, shortly after day-light, on the 19th of February last ; that the said Schooner-of-War 
gave chase and hoisted her National Colours, which the “ Golondrina’” did not answer, but on the 
contrary, made every effort to escape, and at last ran a-shore about a league to the East of Puerto del 
Padre, where she was seen to land a number of Negroes, and to be totally abandoned, except by one 
Slave, who was found close to her on the Beach, and whom the Crew had not been able to carry off 
with them, in consequence of his bad state of health ; and finally, that this diseased Negro died about 
48 hours after the Capture; whereupon taking into their further consideration the Additional Article 
| of the 10th of December 1822, explanatory of the first of those Instructions for English and Spanish 
Ships-of-War, which are appended to the Treaty of the 23d of September 1617, for the abolition 
of the traffick in Slaves, the Court declared, according to the brief and summary mode adopted in all 
such Cases, on the truth having been made manifest, that they ought to decree, and do hereby decree, 
the Capture of the said Schooner “ Golondrina,” to be good and legal, and that she, her cargo, 
tackle, and apparel, are all subject to confiscation. It is accordingly hereby directed, that the Vessel 
thus condemned, and whatever belongs to her, be valued under oath by the principal Masters of the 
Royal Arsenal, who shall give a propet Voucher to this effect, and that she shall be exposed to publick 
auction, in the presence of Don Francisco Jozé Correr, the Notary attached to the Royal Finance 
Department, and that the proceeds of the sale be applied to the benefit of thé two Governments ; the 
said Schooner being for the present placed in deposit with Don Jayme Andreu, who shall likewise 
swear faithfully to perform his duty, and shall receive her from the Captor, according to formal 
Inventory. The Court shall also address a Letter, with a certified Copy of this Sentence, to His 
Excellency the Captain-General, in order that he may, on his part, adopt the necessary measures 
with the Commandant-General of the Squadron on this Station, to secure a proper valuation of the 
said Schooner “ Golondrina,” by the Principal Masters of the Dock-Yard ; and by this its Sentence, 
definitively pronounced, thus have the Court provided, decreed, and signed, in the presence of their 
Secretary, who certifies. 

















(Signed) WILLIAM SHARP MACLEAY. 
EL CONDE DE VILLANUEVA: 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 





(Signed) Juan Francisco Cascaes, Secretary. 





¢ 


No. 101. 
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W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 11.) 











My Lorp,’ ut o@ ela} Havana, March 12, 1829. 
ON the 10th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner “ Repetidora,” D. Tiotono 


: Ferrara Marquez, Master, arrived in this Port, and was reported from Per- 
nambuco and Baracoa. I have since heard, however, that this is quite false, 
| 





and that the Vessel is the one which was reported to your Lordship as having 
- sailed for the Coast of Africa on the 13th of August last, her former Master hav- 
“ing died on the Coast, and that in fact she landed a Cargo of Slaves previously 
to coming into the Havana on the 10th Ultimo. This Vessel, commanded by 
Don Jose Fernandez de la Vega, as well as the Brig “ Pajarito” D. Jose 
Villanueva, Master, (which Vessel had put back leaky,) both sailed on the 
6th Instant for St. Thomas. | bh a? Lis ot 
I have received a Letter of the usual Form from the Captain-General, in- 
forming me, that the Comandante de Matriculas has found nothing in their 
Log-books to criminate the Schooners ‘“ Zrransito” and ‘“ Graciosa, which 
returned on the 19th and 2ist Ultimo. The ** Zransito,’ however, sailed 
again for the Coast of Africa, under the command of Don Francisco Galloso, 
on the 8th Instant. sub? oT al 





I have the Kenpasite be, &c. 
7 VARIAN: Bat ih (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon, The Earl of Aberdeen, K. Ts Acyh 
&e. Se. fe, y: 
2L 
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130 Havana. 
No. 102. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen. —( Received June 23.) 


My Lorp, Havana, March 16, 1829. 


I HAD the honour to state to your Lordship, in my Despatch of 
the 8th Instant, that Ihad transmitted to the Captain-General a Copy of 
Lieutenant MacHardy’s Letter, announcing the Capture, by His Majesty’s 
Schooner “ Pickle,” of the Slave-vessel ‘ Golondrina,’ and the previous 
escape of her Crew, with their Cargo of Negroes. I beg now to enclose a 
Translation of His Excellency’s Answer, announcing tbat he has referred the 
whole affair to his Assessor. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. Se. Se. 





Enclosure in No. 102. (Translation.) 
The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, March 6, 1829, 

WITH your Letter of the 20th Ultimo, I received a Copy of the Declaration of the Commander 
of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle,” relative to the Capture of the Spanish Schooner 
“«Golondrina,” which had previously landed Bozal Negroes on the Coast; and having transmitted 
these Documents to the Second Assessor-General of this Government, together with the Sentence 
pronounced in this Case by the Mixed Commission, in order that he may adopt such further mea- 
sures as he may deem advisable, I beg to state the same to you, for your information, in answer to 
your above-mentioned Letter. God preserve you many Years. 


W. S. Macleay, Esq. (Signed) — F. D. VIVES. 





No. 103. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen—(Received June 23.) 


My Lorp, Havana, April 1, 1829.. 


ON the 8th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner “ Aanuelita,” D. Jose Bosch, 
Master, arrived here in ballast, after having landed a Cargo of Negroes. She 
was immediately reported to the Captain-General, and I have received the 
usual Answer from His Excellency respecting her, that is, a statement that 
the Commandant of Registers found nothing in her Log-book to shew her to 
bea Slave-trader. This Vessel, from her fear of His Majesty’s Cruizers, landed 
her Slaves (upwards of 400) at the Rio de Guinos, a point of the Island so 
far to the Eastward of the Havana, as to cause the Shares to be selling here 
at. par. ania , 

The Consul-General of His Most Christian Majesty in this City, has in-. 
formed me of the arrival, at Matanzas, of a French Brig, called “ Ze 
Martin,” after having landed Slaves at Santiago. - . 

On the 28th Ultimo, ‘the Spanish Schooner “ Segunda Gallega.” D. 
Juan Jose Pequeno, Master, sailed for the Coast of Africa, and to day 3 
other Schooners’bave taken their departure for the same destination, viz: the 
“ Ligera,” alias “ Intrepida,” D. Jose Ramon Zavala, Master ; the “ Clarita,” 
alias “* Centella,” D. Jose Rodriguez, Master; and the “* Fenix,” D. Fran- 
cisco de la Torre, Master. ar Ss. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) = W.S. MACLEAY, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. Xe. Se. 
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No. 104. 

















W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdcen—(Received June 23.) 
My Lorp, | Havana, April 15, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch, dated July 9, 1828, and transmitting to His Majesty’s Commissioners: 
6 Copies of the Parliamentary Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the 


Slave-trade. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . 
&c. Ke. &e. 


a 


No. 105. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 4.) 








My Lorp, ; Havana, April 25, 1829. 


’ 


ON the 11th Instant, His Majesty’s Schooner “ Monkey,’ commanded 
by Lieutenant Joseph Sherer, brought into this Port the Spanish Schooner 
« Josefa,” alias “ Fortuna,” D, Ramon Casal, Master. This Vessel was: 
detained on the 7th Instant among the Bahamas, near the Berry Islands,. 
having on board at the timne of her Capture 206 Negroes, and a Crew of 2h 
men. 1 female Negro died, and a female infant was born on board. im- 
mediately after her arrival in the Havana. * 

This Case of illicit traflick presented no difficulty whatever .to the Mixed 
Commission, and the Court accordingly, on the 15th Instant, issued their 
Decree, condemning the Vessel, her tackle and cargo, to the benefit of the 
two Governments, and emaneipating 206 Slaves—the number on board alive: 
at the date of the Sentence. . | 

“TL have the honour to enclose a Copy of the Captor’s Declaration, an Ab- 
stract of the Evidence, anda Translation of the Sentence. _ 

1 feel myself again called upon to. express to your Lordship my sénti- 
ments, on the conduct of my Spanish Colleagues and the Secretary of ‘the 
Commission, and on the anxiety they always shew to’ obviate difficulties, and: 
to expedite business. Although according to the customs of this Country,. 
official business is at a stop during Holy Week, this did not prevent them, 
after a provedencia to the proper effect, giving the Acts of the Court validity,, 
from examining the Witnesses and issuing the Sentence. oe 

The “ Monkey” is much smaller than the Vessel she captured, and on 
her arrival, there was a rumour prevalent in the City, that. the Slave-traders: 
would attempt tocutthe “ Josefa” out. According to Lieutenant Sherer’s 
Report this attempt would certainly have been made, had not their Boats seen 
that the “ Monkey” was prepared for them. However this may be, the 
Captain-General, as your Lordship will perceive from the enclosed Copy of 
a Letter from Lieutenant Sherer, offered every assistance in his power to His 
Majesty’s Schooner, and I have taken an early opportunity, in the name of 
His Majesty’s Government, to thank His Excellency for this attention. 

The “ Josefa” is anold Slave-trader, Her arrival with a Cargo of Slaves: 
. was reported to your Lordship in my Despatch of 30th September" last,"and 
| at the same tiie the Translation was-enclosed of a Letter from the “Captain- 
| 
| 































































































General, stating, tbat the principal. Comandante de Matriculas * had. ex 
amined the Log-books of the “* Josefa,” alias “ Fortuna,” which had an= 
| chored in the Havana -on the 16th September, 1828, after a Voyage froui” 
&t, ‘Thomas, and had found nothing to shew that this mercantile, speculation: 
| had any concern with the prohibited traftick jn Bozal Negroes.” I now beg. 
to enclose a Translation of the Endorsements on the Passport, whereby it 
| 
| 
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appears, that the “ Josefa” had been not at St. Thomas, but at Cape Mount, 
on the Coast of Africa. After so many glaring facts of this kind, your 
Lordship, I think, will feel that the Certificates of innocence given to Slave- 
vessels are entitled to no faith whatsoever. | 
The Testimony of the Witnesses, as well asa Notarial Copy of the Act of 
Sale would go to prove, that the Owner of the ‘ Josefa” is Jose Ruiz, now 
said to be on the Coast of Africa; but I have reasons for suspecting that the 
whole of this is a fiction, got up for the purpose of screening the real 
Owners. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
“ee (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


ec. &e. &e. 





First Enclosure in No. 105. 


Declaration of the Captor, in the Case of the “ Josefa.” 


I, JOSEPH SHERER, Commander of His Britannick Majesty’s Schooner “Monkey,” heteby 
declare, that on this 7th day of April, being in or about Latitude 25° 502’, Longitude 77° 452’, I 
detained the Schooner, named the “ Josefa,’ sailing under Spanish Colours, armed with 1 gun, com- 
manded by Ramon Casal, who declared her to be bound from Rio Gallinas, on the Coast of Africa, 
to Havana, with a Crew consisting of 21 men, whose names, as declared by them respectively, are 
inserted in a List at foot hereof, and having on board 206 Slaves, said to have been taken on board 
at Rio Gallinas on the 23d day of February 1529, and are enumerated as follows: viz. 


Ms Healthy. — Sickly. 
Ment edie cae ee et 5 
WOO Seesiotso Se BX © Banh aauen wll 4 
Boys..8 7000s SBA AT FUSE. «tolen SF 2) 
Girlsye ote cc oe AD eR ee oe ae aes 1 


I do further declare, that the said Schooner appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied with a 
sufficient stock of water and provisions, for the support of the said Negroes and Crew on their 
destined Voyage to Havana. i : 

{Here follow the names of the Crew.] 


Given under my hand, on board the said Schooner, this 7th day of April,1829. 
(Signed) JOSEPH.SHERER, 


: Lieutenant and Commander. 
Witnesses, Joun B. Harton, Assistant-Surgeon. 


J. B. SHepwearp, Master-Assistant. 


And I do further certify, that on the 10th of this Month, a female. Negro was born on board 
the said Vessel, making now 207. ' (Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, 
Lieutenant and Commander 


Certificate of the Death of a Negress. 


THESE are to certify, that a female Slave, belonging to the Schooner “ Josefa,’ and detained by 
His Majesty's Schooner “Monkey,” died this day on board the said Schooner “ Josefa,” and was 
buried in consequence. a, , 

Given under our hands, on board His Majesty’s Schooner “Monkey,” this 12th day of April 1829. 

(Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, Lieutenant and Commander. 
JOHN B. HATTON, Assistant-Surgeon. 





Second Enclosure in No. 105. 
Abstract of the Evidence, in the Case of the “ Josefa.” 


LIEUTENANT JOSEPH SHERER being sworn, and having shewn his Instructions, deposed, 
that the Papers in the English language, now produced, viz. the Declaration of the state of the 
Spanish Schooner “ Josefa,” when captured by His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Monkey,” the 
Certificate of the Death of a Negress captured on board the “ Josefa,” and another Certificate of the 
Birth of a female Negro child, are all duly signed by him the Captor; that among various Papers in 
the Spanish language found on board the said ‘ Josefa,” and now produced by the British Com- 
missioner, the Deponent particularly recognizes the List of the Crew,—the Royal Passport,—the 
Countersign,—the Act of Sale of the said Vessel “ Josefa,” to D. Jozé Ruiz, and the Log-Book ; 
which Papers are numbered 1 to 5, and endorsed by the Deponent. 
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Ramon Casal, unmarried, a Catholick and Native of Corufia, but now resident in the Havana, ats, 
. deposed, that he is Master of the Spanish Merchant Schooner “ Josefa,” which was captured in i oP ¥ 
sight of the Rocks, called the Berries, by the English Schoonér-of-War “ Monkey,” on account of (NIM ee Sn oe 
having a Cargo of Bozal Negrées on board; that thé Deponent sailed from this Port, on the 12th AEE eo oe 
- October last, in the “ Josefa,” with a Cargo of dry goods and aquadente, bound for the Island of i 3 Becks 
St. Thomas ; that being in the vicinity of that Island, the Deponent learned from a Brig at Sea, that ; RS, Eee. 
there were Pirates hovering round it ; that thé Supercargo, D. Joze Ruiz, then determined to make ] hs at, 
sail for the Coast of Africa ; that after having anchored at various points of that Coast, the “ Josefa,” i | ea roe 
landed her Cargo at the Mouth ofthe River Gallitias, in order to take on board, in exchange, a quantity \, es : 
of ivory, which the King of that District had engaged to deliver to the aforesaid Supercargo ; that this i % e 
King after confessing, at last, that he had no ivory, proposed to pay for the goods landed in Negroes, i ae ‘ 
whom the “ Josefa,” in consequence was under the necessity of taking on board, to the number of if a 
226 ; that she sailed on her return to the Havana with the said Negroes, and that, of the above - it 


number, 206 were alive on board at the period of her Capture by the “ Monkey,” the rest having died ; i! 
that the aforesaid Ruiz is the Owner of the “ Josefa ;” that he, Ruiz, remained in the Village or Town, i 
at the Mouth of the Rio Gallinas, when the “ Josefa” sailed on her return ; that he remained on 
aceount of sickness, which would not allow of his embarking ; that the Deponent does not know 
where Ruiz may now be; that he is not in the Havana; that the Papers now preduced and 
numbered 1 to 5, are the true Papers of the “ Josefa,’ with which this Deponent sailed from the 
Havana. 











Jose Climens, unmarried, a Catholick, and Native of Cartagena de Levante, deposed, that he is 
Second Mate of the Spanish Schooner “ Josefa ;” that the English Schooner-of-War “ Monkey,” 
captured the Deponent in the said “ Josefa,’ and brought him to the Havana from the Berry 
Islands ; that the Deponent presumes the “ Josefa’ was captured on account of being found to 
have Bozal Negroes on board; that this Deponent sailed from the Havana, on the 12th of last Octo- 
‘ber, for the Coast of Africa, in order to take in there a Cargo of ivory ; that on their arrival there the 
« Josefa.” anchored in the Mouth of the Rio Gallinas, and landed the Supercargo ; that this Depo- 

nent does not accurately recollect his name; that the “ Josefa” landed there dry goods, tobacco, 
and aquadente ‘which had been taken from the Havana; that about 220 Negroes were embarked 
there ; that the Deponent is not sure of the number of Negroes embarked ; that the “ Josefa” sailed 
immediately after, leaving the aforesaid Supercargo very sick; that on her return she was captured, 
with about. 200 Negroes-on board; that this Deponent recognizes the Papers now produced, num- 
bered 1 to-5, as being the true Papers of the “ Josefa,’ except the Paper No. 4, which is the Act of 
Sale, and which this Deponent has never before seen. 





Jozé Catalina de Piedra, untharried, a Catholick, and Native of this City of Havana, deposed, that 
he is Surgeon of the Merchant Schooner “ Josefa,’ which was captured near the Great Bank of Ba- 
hama, by an English Schooner-of-War, the name of which this Deponent does not know ; that this 
Deponent was’ told the “ Josefu” was captured on account of having Negroes on board:; that, in fact, 

’ the “ Josefa” had then on board 206 Negroes, who remained alive out of 226, who were embarked at 
the Mouth of the Rio Gallinas, on the Coast of Africa; that this Deponent does not know what 
deaths or births may have taken place among the said Negroes since the Capture, because he has re- 
mained ever since on board the English Schooner ; that D. Ramon Casal was the person who ap- 
pointed the Deponent to the place of Surgeon ; that the Deponent embarked on board the “ Josefa” 
under the idea of going to San Thomas ; that a Brig fallen in with at Sea warned them of Pirates, 
when acertain D. Jozé Ruiz, on board the “ Josefa” as Supercargo, determined on sailing for the 
Coast of Africa; that they accordingly anchored in the Mouth of a River, when the said Ruiz went 

.on Shore, with the declared purpose of procuring ivory, but that he brought on board the above-men- 
tioned 226 Negroes ; that this Ruiz then fell sick, and was left on Shore ; and, finally, that the De- 
ponent knows nothing of the Papers now produced, and numbered 1 to 5, inclusive. or 
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Third Enclosure in No. 105. (Translation.) 
» Sentence of the Afived Commission, inthe Case of the “« 3 osefa.” 


IN the always most faithful City of the Havana, on the 15th day of April, 1829. The Most Ex- 
cellent Seftor, Don Claudio Martinez de Pinillos, Conde de Villanueva, Councillor of State, Intendent 
‘General of the Royal Revenues and of the Army, Commissary Judge in the Mixed Commission, and 
the Commissioners of Arbitration, Colonel Don Rafael de Quesada, and Mr, William Sharp Macleay, 
being assembled together, by reason of the absence of the British Commissary Judge, with leave from 

his Government, and having taken into consideration the proceedings consequent upon the detention 
by His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Monkey,’ commanded by Lieutenant Joseph Sherer, of the 
Spanish Merchant Schooner “ J osefa,” alias “ Fortuna,” D. Ramon Casal, Master, which detention 
was made in sight of the Berry Islands, on account of the said “ Josefa” having on board at the 
time a Cargo of 206 Negroes, of whom @ female died in this Harbour on the 12th of this Month, 
but who has been replaced by.a female Negro child, born on board since the Capture ; and it appear- 
ing completely proved by the Depositions of the said Spanish Master, D, Ramon Casal, and the other 
Witnesses examined,.as.well as by the Documents seized on board the said Schooner “ Josefa," that 
this Vessel sailed from this Harbour on the 12th of October 1828, with Papers and a Cargo, as for 
the Island of St. Thomas; that she steered for the Rio Gallinas, on the Coast of Africa, and there 
embarked 226 Slaves, of whom 20 died on the Voyage back to this Island ; so reducing the number 
on board, at the time of Capture, to. the aforesaid number of 206. The aforesaid Commissioners, 
| with all due regard to the merits of this. Cause, and according to the usual brief and summary mode 
of proceeding adopted by the Mixed Sia ioe i all such Cases. where'the truth has been made 
: 2 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































134 Havana. 


manifest, do hereby deelare, that the Capture of the said Spanish Schooner “ Josefa,’ and of the 
206 Negroes found on board as aforesaid, is good and legal ; and that the said Schooner, her tackle, 
x and apparel, and whatever else she may contain, as mentioned in her Inventory, are subject to confis- 
cation, with the exception of the 206 Negroes now existing, as above-mentioned, who are hereby 
declared to be free from all slavery and captivity. . The said Commissioners accordingly direct that 
“the condemned Vessel “ Josefa,” and all that belongs to her, be valued, under oath, by the Principal 
Masters of the Royal Dock-Yard, who shall give a proper Voucher to this effect ; and that she shall 
be-exposed to publick auction, by D. Juan Bautista Icart, in the presence of the Auxiliary Notary of 
the Real Hacienda, D. Francisco Jozé de Correr, in order that, being disposed of to the highest bid- | 
der, the proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the two Governments ; the said Vessel being for the 
present placed in deposit with D. J ame. Andreu, who shall likewise swear faithfully to perform his 
duty, and shall receive her from the Captor according to formal Inventory. The Commissioners pro- 
ceed, moreover, without loss of time, to deliver, as is customary, to the aforesaid 206 Negroes, their 
Certificates of Emancipation, by means of the. Secretary of the Commission, and they do now address 
an Official Letter, with a certified Copy of this Sentence, to His Excellency the Captain-General, in 
order that he may take the proper measures to carry it into effect. And by this their Decree, the 
Commissioners, definitively deciding, have thus provided, ordered, and signed, in the presence of 


their Secretary, who certifies. 
(Signed) WILLIAM SHARP MACLEAY. 
EL CONDE DE VILLANUEVA.,. 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 
(Signed) _ Juan Francrsco Cascavss, Secretary. 





Fourth Enclosure in No. 105. 
Lieutenant Sherer to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, His Majesty's Schooner “ Monkey,’ Havana, April 12, 1829. 


~ I THINK it right to acquaint you, that you may take an opportunity of thanking His Excellency 
- the Captain-General for the assistance which he so kindly offered to me, for the better protection of the 
Negroes and Prisoners on board the Vessel detained by His Majesty's Schooner under my command, 
on my arrival in this Port. 
Twice during the Night was I visited by Officers, saying “ if I apprehended any danger of rescue 
“ox ré-capture, ‘any number of men as a guard would be immediately sent ;”” but which assistance I did 
‘not think requisite, fully confident in the strength of my own Crew. ' i 
eS ee Pee T have the honour to be, &c. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH SHERER.. 





Fifth Enclosure in No. 105. (Translation.) 
ay 
_ Endorsements on the Passport of the “ Josefa.” 


_ 'THIS Royal Passport of Navigation for the Maritime Commerce between the Ports of the Indfes, 
No. 552, is granted by me, the Undersigned, Military Commandant for registering the Ships of this 
Province, on the day of this date, made out in the behalf of the said Captain and Vessel therein- 
stated ; after complying with the Regulations laid down in the Ordinance, and under the obligation. 
of punctually giving it back on returning from the Voyage. 
_ Given in the Havana, on the 16th of February 1828. 
(Signed) JOZE DE ALCALA.. 


Boarded by the Boats of His Majesty's Brig “ Clinker,” off Cape Mount, June 4, 1828. 
(Signed) W. L. BROWN, Master.. 


RENEWED in favour of the same Captain, D. Ramon Casal, to enable him in the same Schooner,. 
to undertake another Voyage to St. Thomas. 
Havana, 7th October, 1828. (Signed) JOZE DE ALCALA. 





No. 106. 


IV. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received July 4.) 
My Lorp, : | Havana, May 1, 1829. 


ON the 10th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner “ Segun el Tiempo,” D. Joze 
Escardo, Master, arrived in this Harbour, and, on the 11th Ultimo, 2 
others, viz. the Schooners “ Aerostatica,” D. Pedro Manegat, Master, and 
the “ Pantica,’ D. Miguel de la Vega, Master. All three had, previously 
.to coming into-Harbour, landed Negroes on the Coast. On the 13th Ultimo,. 










































“HAVANA. 


I acquainted the Captain-General, that it would be my duty to report the 
arrival of these 3 Vessels to His Majesty’s Government; and I have since 
received the ordinary form of answer. 

To-day the Schooner “ Pronta,’ D. Fortunato Romero, Master, and the 
Schooner ‘* 4erostatica,” D. Jozé Maury, Master, Pilea for the Coast of 
Africa. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed ) W. S. MACLEAY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
i Sie, my &ec. &e, 





No. 107. 
WV.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Karl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 30.) 


My Lorp, Havana, May 25, 1829. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, 


dated 18th of March last, with its several Enclosures, and, in reference to 
the directions therein given, I may venture to assure your Lordship, that 
His Majesty’s Commissioners will use every possible means to obtain infor- 
‘mation respecting the Schooner “ Elena,” alias ‘‘ La Paz,” for the purpose 
of transmitting it to His Majesty’s Government. Your Lordship, however, 
is aware, that, unless this Vessel should happen to come into the Havana, ‘it 
is only by mere accident that His Majesty’s Commissioners can hope to hear 
of her, for they have no means of knowing accurately what passes in the 
other Ports of the Island. 

I beg leave to state, that I was already on the watch for the arrival of this 
Vessel, as I had learned, from an American Journal, that both she and a 
Spanish Brig from Barcelona, called the « Amalia,” Granel, Master, had 
been at Gibraltar on the gth of January last, taking in English goods for the 
African trade. I have the honour to bey cc: 


(Signed) = W.S. MACLEAY. 
7 he Richt Hon. The Eari of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Na Fotis oy oh cae 





eee ee oN cele. 
WV. S. Macleay, Ue Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 30.) 


(Extract) _ Havana, May 29, 1829. 


ON the 2d Instant, the Spanish Selocner “ Prueba,” D. Juan Martinez, 
cian sailed for the Coast of Africa. aa : =< 

On the 21st Instant, the Spanish Schooner “ Amistad Habanera,” arrived 
in Port, after having landed a Cargo of 300 Slaves on this Island, to the West- 
ward of the Havana, As Captain. OBrien, of His Majesty’s Sloop ‘* Slaney,” 
in his Voyage here from Jamaica, had been able to collect some information 
respecting this Vessel, which confirmed the reports prevalent in the Havana, 
as to the number of Giaves landed, I addressed the Note, of which I have ie 
honour to enclose a Copy, to the Captain-General. 

Your Lordship will perceive, from the enclosed Translations of his 2 Notes, 
that His Excellency, notwithstanding the late Royal Order, adheres to the 
mode of proceeding that has been hitherto adopted in all such Cases. 

The Master of the “ Amistad Habanera’ is the notorious Manuel Fer- 
nandez ; the same who, in 1826, commanded the Schooner “ Avnerva,” when 
Me introduced a Cargo of Negroes into the Havana at Noon-day. 


(Signed) ’ VES: MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e, &e. &e.. 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Havana. 


First Enclosure in No. 108. 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, May 23, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to acquaint His 
Excellency the Captain-General, that, in conformity with the urgent Instructions which he has. just 
received from bis Government, on the subject of the Slave-trade to this Island, he will have to report 
to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the arrival of another notorious 
Slave-vessel, the Schooner “ Amistad Habanera,’ D. Manuel Fernandez, Master, which Schooner, as 
the Undersigned learns, landed upwards of 300. Slaves on the Coast, previously to entering into Port, 
on the 21st Instant. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 


1 


Second Enclosure in No. 108. _ (Translation.) 
The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitrator. 


Si; Havana, May 2, 1829. 


I HAVE received your Note of the 23d Instant, informing me; that it will be your duty to acquaint, 
your Government with the arrival in this Port. of the Spanish Slave-schooner, called “ La Amistad 
Huabanera,’ D. Manuél Fernandez, Captain, which you have learned has disembarked more than 300 
Negroes on this Coast before she came into Port on the 21st Instant. I now beg leave to state, that, 
in obedience to the Royal Order of my August Master, dated the 2d of January 1826, I transmit 
this day a Letter to the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, directing 
him to proceed in the requisite investigation, of which you shall be duly informed. My 

God preserve you many Years. 
. Pr ) loduveositers (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 
The Commissionér of His Britannick Majesty. Sd 





Third Enclosure in No. 108. | ‘(Translation.) 
The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, May 29, 1829. 


_THE Officer Second in Command. over. the Naval Forces on this Station, has addressed a Letter to 

me, dated the 27th Instant, and which is as follows :— nf 

« Most Excellent Sir—The Commandant of the Registers of this Province has informed.me,.in his | 
Letter of the 21st Instant, that he has examined the Log-Books of the Spanish Schooner“ La Amistad 
Habanera,” which anchored in this Port on the same day, proceeding from the Isles of Principe and 
St. Thomas’, and that it is not proved, nor does it even appear, that this mercantile expedition had 
any concern with the prohibited traffick im Negroes.” Which Report Ibeg to lay before your 
Excellency, in reply to your Letter dated Yesterday, relating to this affair. ns 

I now transcribe the Letter for your information, and may God preserve you marly Years. 
(Signed) F. D, VIVES. 


The Commissioner of His Britannick “Majesty. 


é 








No. 109. a 
Ib. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen—( Received July 30.) 


(Extract.) | » Havana, May 30, 1829. 


‘TTAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch 
of 20th March last, addressed to His Majesty’s Commissioners, and trans- 
mitting the Copy of a Despatch, and it’s Enclosure, from His Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires, at Madrid, from which it appears, that the Spanish Govern- 
ment have at length been induced to notice the discreditable proceedings. in 
this City, which have given occasion for so many hitherto fruitless Repre- 
sentations. . sled? we . 

It would be truly gratifying to me to be enabled to state to your Lordship, 
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that this new Royal Order has had the effect which might have been expected 
from it; but the truth is, that as yet I see no evidence of its having’ had 
much influence on the Colonial Authorities. Three Vessels have sailed since 
the beginning of this Month, and there is 1 now openly fitting out in the Har- 
bour for the Coast of Africa. On the 21st Instant, the “ Amistad Habanera” 
arrived in Port, after having landed a Cargo of Slaves, and the usual 
proceedings wereadopted to declare her innocence. Iam inclined, however, 
to attribute to this Royal Order, the offer of assistance made to Lieutenant 
Sherer, when in Harbour with his Prize, the ‘“ Josefa,” as well as the 
rigorous imprisonment to which the common Sailors of this last mentioned 
Vessel have since been subjected. ‘Three of the common Sailors of the 
“ Josefa” lately addressed a Memorial to me, apparently under the idea that 
I was the cause of their being kept in such close confinement ; but I told the 
Agent of the Petitioners, that I had no concern whatever with the Crews of 


the Vessels captured, and I transmitted to the Captain-General the Note, of 


which I have the honour now to enclose a Copy. I beg also to enclose a 
Translation of His Excellency’s Answer. The Crew, it is said, remain still 
In prison. 

Your Lordship ‘is pleased to ask the opinion of His Majesty’s Commissioners, 
as to the probable efficacy of this Royal Order. For my part, I would wil- 
lingly anticipate great advantages from it ultimately; but every thing must 
ot course depend on the good faith with which it is carried into execution. 


_ In my opinion the previous Orders of His Catholick Majesty on this subject, 
_were sufficient for the end proposed, provided they had been duly exccuted. 


It affords me no small satisfaction now, however, to learn, that the Spanish 


: Government has asked for information from the Captain-General, to enable 


the Council of the Indies to advise His Catholick Majesty, ‘‘ as far as it may 
be possible, what measures are fitting or convenient to put an end to this dis- 
graceful traffick.” ‘There can be no doubt, that if this information be faith- 
fully given, and rigorously acted upon, when received, such a demand on the 
part of the Spanish Government, affords the best hope of extinguishing the 
trade, and, at all events, must lead to a positive prohibition of Havana 
Vessels sailing for the Coast of Africa, where they can have no lawful com- 
merce. But to meit appears very extraordinary that the Government of His 
Catholick Majesty should not already have been supplied with the information 
now required. Itis certainly easy for the Local Government to afford it, and 
in order that your Lordship may have some idea of what ought to be the ge- 
neral tenour of that information, I beg leave to refer to the Balanza Mercantil 
of this Port for the last Year. 

The Slave-traders, as your Lordship may recollect, assert, in order to justify 


- themselves, that they sail to the African Coast for the purpose of procuring 


either palm-oil, ivory, or gold dust, all articles, to say the least, but little 
calculated for introduction into an Intertropical, and essentially Agricultural, 
Colony. It has been moreover proved to your Lordship, by the Lists of 
Arrivals and Departures, that more Vessels entered the Port of the Havana, 
from the Coast of Africa, during the Year 1828, than during any Year since 
the establishment of the Mixed Commission. Now, on referring to the Ba- 
lanza, under the head “ Foreign Trade in National Vessels,” your Lordship 
will perceive, that. neither Paim-oil, Ivory, or Gold-dust were imported by. 
Spanish Vessels into the Havana, during 1828 ; nay,the Balanza shows that 
neither palm-oil or ivory came into the Havana during the Year, on board any 
Vessel whatsoever, and of gold, only “ Gold Coin.” Indeed, I have already bad 
the honour of shewing your Lordship, in my General Report for the Year, 
that the Slave-traders export gold to the Coast of Africa; which is further 
proved by this very Badanza, since, in asubsequent page, under the same head, 
which relates, almost entirely, to articles exported to the Coast of. Africa, 
it appears that 2,395 guincas, and upwards of 52,000 dollars in other 
gold coin, were exported. Your Lordship will there also learn the respective 
quantities of rum, gunpowder, fire arms, mirrors, and various Kuropean mar 
nufactures suited for the African trade, which have been exported from the 


_ Hayana; and will, moreover, be enabled-to judge whether the Reports of His 
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Majesty's: Commissioners have, beety exaggerated, when, from’ an Official Do-" 
cument, 1¢ may fairly be* presumed that exports: to .the amount. of 500,000! 
dollars were employed ii this nefarious trathck daring ‘the Year just: gone* 
askia ois? qr2a; + ae it , Whoa ahs to creer sb e's 
P eeeeukAt Gxinls . (Signed). |W. S. MACLEAY. 
Lhe Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, KT). “ape: ial al’ bowers 
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a First Enclosure in No. 109. ak dete 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General. *' 


i ah eA ag 
¥ Havana, May 2,. 1829. 

THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to transmit to His, 
Excellency the Captain-General, a Memorial, which bas been delivered to him through an evident, 
errdr on the part of the Persoris signing it, who appear to be 3 of the Crew of the Schooner *“Josefi.”” 
The Undersigned begs to state, that he informed the Agent of the Prisoners, that he*had not a shadow" 
of right to interfere in the matter, as the aflair was one which fell exclusively within.the cognizancé" 
of the Captain-General, as the Representative of their August ‘Sovereign. Sail de 
vo .» ,. he Undersigned avails himself, &c.. ae er 

His ‘Excellency the Captain-Genéral' 3 * 7 ‘(signed i Fl WS! MACLEAY. 


fee 


~ 
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Second Enclosure in No. 109...., . . .,-{Translation.), 

: : nen U4 yh ete Popo eg tee el eee i 
The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 

_ Sim, a Set Ser ds : mopar so: "Havana, May-By: 1829. ° 
Al HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your, Note of the 2d-Instant,. itt which you infornit ‘nxe,, that’ 
you stated fo the Agent of the Prisoners, who signed the. Memorial. which you have. enclosed.to me; 
(and who it appears belong to the Spanish Schooner “ Josefa,” which was captured with: a Cargo; 
of Slaves on board); that you have riot a shadow of right to intefféré in the ‘affair, as it is one which 


belongs'exclusively tomy authority, as representing that of my August Sovereign!) ehh. g 
: my) May God preserve you many Yelirs, ©: * MB AFP e 
The Commissionerof HisBritannick Majesty. © i? 3". “(Sieneayet so FD! VIVES. 
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Lxtract from the Balanza Mercantil de la. Habana, OT 1S Oe oe 
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Foreign Trade in National Vessels. [African Trade almost entirely. head yon 
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My Lorp, be tert 
IT is with great regret that I feel myself obliged to state to your Lordship 
so many examples of the inefficacy of the late Royal Order of His Catholick. 
Majesty, and. of .the,little influence it has had-on the Local Government, of 
this Island. The ‘traftick in Slaves is carried on as openly ‘as ever. 
On. the 31st. Ultimo,.the Schooner “ AZanuelita,” D. Domingo. Bardier,. 
Master ;.and on the 1st Instant, the Brigantine ““Marinerito,”  D. Domingo 
Antonio.de Castro, Master; with the 2 Schooners “ Pantica,” Antonio Pulles,, 
Master, and ** Segui ef Tiempo, D. Joze’ Cando y Casas, Master; all sailed: 


for the Coast of Africa. . 
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. Barrels of Flour. -. =~ 
Arrobas of Iron, in Bars - | 


Pieces of Cambrick - = 


... Witto-of Cotton Cambrick 


Ditto of Irish- - - - 
Arrobas of Ham - - - 
Pieces of Striped Cloth - 


Ditto of Ditto. Cotton -.. 
Barrels’ of Mackarel = ~~ | 
I Dozensof Chopping Knives 


Pieces of Madapollanes  - 


Dozens of Cotton Blankets : 


Attobas of Butter -- - + 
Ditto of Pulse- - - =: 
Bocoyes of Medicinal 
Inloi@y SG a = iS © 
Pieces of Muslin - ~ - 


Barrels of Oranges’ -  -° 


Pieces of Nicanies- - - 


| Gold Com = =~ = = 


Dozens of Cotton Hand- 


3 kerohieis - c=. - ~~ 
30 Ditto 


of Silk Ditto 
Barrels of Potatoes .-  - 


~ “Arrobas of Died Grapes - 


Reams of White Paper - 
Dozens of Pine Apples - 


Diitowt Cheese c=) 
Umbrellas - - .-,- - 


Yards of Satin-- - = - 


Pieces of Regencias - - 
Ditto of Romales - - - 


r Empty Sacks - - - - 9) 
__ Pieces of Sarazas - - - 


Casks of Cider- - - - 
Phatcemet no) ene = 


I Pounds of Manufactured 


Tobaceo-. - - - - 
Arrobas of Leaf Ditto -- 


Woollen Shirts - - ~- 


Casks of Vinegar - - - 


Ditto of Red. Wine - Se S: 


_. Potal Dollars 


Veo 
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Dollars... 
SAG e 
» 750 
; 898 
1,730 
60 
11,975 
D1 2, 
4721 
10,284 
11,640 
1,608 
465 
495 
27 84 
90 
3,711 
6,580 
21,548 © 
1,035 
1,850 


Nl 


1,500 
350 
1,835 
2,230 
52,156 


12,745 2 
6,180 
136 
1,822 4 
100 
130 4 
2,508 A. 
161,554 
885 
69,654 3° 
bie 
990 
4,480 
450 
960. 
123 6: 
14,337 
305 
225 


2,24] 
637 4 
1,418 
750 

ea 
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Yom 2 


ES! Macleayedisg. to The Earl of Aberdeen. —( Received July 30.) 


Havana, June 6, 1829. 
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110 _ Havana. 


On the 30th Ultimo, the Schooner “ Primera Galtega,” D. Francisco 
Cabieses, Master, entered this Port in ballast, after having landed on the 
Coast a Cargo.of Slaves. I have the honour to enclose Copies of the Corres- 
pondence which passed on this occasion with the Captain-General. 

) I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed.) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&c. &e. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 110. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General. 
Havana, June 1, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britanick Majesty, has the honour to inform His Excel- 
lency the Captain-General, that another Slave-schooner, the ‘“‘ Primera Gallega,’ D. Franscisco 
Cabieses, Master, having entered this Port on the 30th Ultimo, after landing a Cargo of Slaves, it 
will be his duty to report her arrival to the British Government. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


(Signed.) W. S. MACLEAY. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. 





Second Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation. ) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, Havana, June 4, 1829. 


I HAVE received your Letter of the Ist Instant, informing me, that it will be your duty to 
acquaint your Government with the arrival in this Port of another Slave-vessel, called the “‘ Primera 
Gallega,’ after having disembarked a Cargo of Negroes. 

In obedience to the Decree of my August Sovereign, dated the 2d of January, 1826, I write to-day 
to the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, directing him to proceed to 
the necessary enquiries, of which you shall be duly informed. 

God preserve you many Years. 
(Signed) F. D. VIVES. 
The Commissioner of His Britannich Majesty. 





Third Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation,) 


The Captain-Geyeral to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sia. Havana, June 6, 1829. 


IN his Letter of Yesterday, the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces in this Island 
has written to me as follows :— 4 

“ Most Excellent Sir,—The Principal Commandant of the Registers of this Province informs me 
in his Letter of the 2d Instant, that having examined the Log-Books of the Spanish Marchant 
Schooner “ Primera Gallega” which anchored in this Port on the 30th Ultinio, on her return from St, 
Thomas’, he can find no proof whatever that this mercantile expedition has been employed in the 
prohibited traffick of Bozal Negroes. And this I have the honour to make known to your Excellency 
in answer to your Letter of Yesterday, respecting the above Vessel.” ‘ 

J now transcribe this for your infoymation, and may God preserve you many Years. 





Signed . D. . 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. tee ae 
No. II. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 30.) 
My Lorp, Havana, June 24, 1829. 


THE following 3 Vessels, have sailed from this Port for the Coast of Africa 
viz.—on the 14th Instant, the Schooner “ Planeta,’ D. Pedro Manegas, 
Master, and the Schooner “¢ Amistad Habanera,” D. Antonio Urqueja, Mas-. 
ter; and to-day, the Brig “ dguila,” D, Mariano Carbo, Master. 


























Havana, 11 4 oh 


The © Aguila" is a large new Vessel, constructed for the purpose of this 
trathek, in the aa States ; like most other Slave-vessels, she is pierced 
tor 16 guns, and mounts 10. 

IT have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) W. 8. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&e. &e. &e. 





The Earl of Aberdeen ta His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GenrLEmen, Foreign Office, dugust 19, 1829. 


I TRANSMIT herewith to you the Copy of a Despatch, and of its En- 
closures, from His Majesty's Chargé des Affaires at Madrid, dated the 30th 
Ultimo,* containing his Correspondence with the Spanish Ministry, upon the 
subject of 2 Vessels, the “ Maria” and “ Rapido,” alias “ San Pedro,” fitted 

out at Cadiz, suspected of being intended for purposes of Slave-trade. 

One of these Vessels, the “ Maria,” has already sailed from Cadiz, bound 
for St. Thomas’, the (ong. of Guinea, and the Havana; the other was still in 
Port, at the date of the Despatch from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, 

You will not fail to forward to me such intelligence as you may be enabled 
‘to obtain, as to the objects on which events shall shew the Vessels in question 
to ae been employed. 

Tam, oe (yea 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
fiis Majesty's Commissioners. 


* See Class B, 





No. 113. 
W. S. Macleay UE Esq. to The Earl of PO Sonentie 22:) 


My Lorp, Havana, July 1, 1829. 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act of 5 Geo. 4, cap. 113, T have 
ihe honour to lay before your Lordship the Return of Cases adjudicated during: 
the last Half Year a this Mixed Commission. ~~ 

_ Ihave the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Ww. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right. fon. The Eart of Aberdeen, EE; Sper lg" 
&e. . &e. ae eer as 
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Return of Cases Adjudicated by the Mixed Commission at the Ha 
January to the \st of July 1829. 





HAVANA... 


Enclosure in No. 113. 





vana, from the Ist of 

















Decretal part 
of Sentence, 





Whether Property condemned has 
been sold or converted, and whe- 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Date of Seizure. Property Seized. SEIZOR. Date of Sentence, re PRG any part remains unsold, and in 
f eiture orRes- i hands dhe Dp q 5 
Pratonn whose hands the Proceeds remain. 
Ack The Schooner, tackle, &c. 
f Se Lieutenant J. B. have been sold ; nothing re- 
SA aT B. Mac Hardy, mains unsold; the British 
Feb. 19, 1829 tabs, a commanding His >|March 5, 1829) Forfeiture Moiety of the Net Proceeds 
ee Beath but Majesty's Schoo- ||.” has been remitted to His 
ae Hoan J Me? LEMEINS 5 oe oc Majesty's Secretary of State 
Pr apg | L for Foreign Affairs. 
aD a ‘ ‘, re ee peneat meee &e. 
: ; 1eutenantJ osep dave been sold; nothing re- 
| a oe ai Sherer, com- nains _ unsold the British 
April 7, — fails Citation’ manding HisMa- >|April15, — | Forfeiture Moiety ‘of the Net Pro- 
Nemes Babee jesty’s Schooner ; ae: ceeds is now remitted to His 
2 Monkeys... s. Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 
( Spanish Schooner : aan 
z 3 Lieutenant J. B. The Schooner, tackle, &c. 
j Voladora, alias ; : 
Mulata.with 335 B. Mac Hardy, : || remain for ,sale by publick. 
June 5, —. Ne chee aie _commanding His >|June30, —. | Forfeiture |< auction, and for the present 
Ws be bee Majesty's Schoo- remain in deposit with D, 
: i ner Pickle ..... Jayme Andreu. 
ACTON ere ore ete seh ee wes 
Havana, July 1, 1829. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
1 entre ete aera eer 
No. 114. 








WV. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Sept. 22.) 


My Lorp, | Poo: Havana, July 3, 1829. 
ON the 22d Ultimo, Lieutenant J. B. B. MacHardy, commanding His 
Majesty’s Schooner “ Pickle,” brought into this Harbour, for adjudication 
by the Mixed Commission, the Spanish Schooner ‘ Voladora,” alias — 
“* Mulata,” with 335 Slaves alive on board. . 
Tt appears that this notorious Slave-vessel sailed from the Havana on the 
1st October last, for the Coast of Africa, where, at a Place called Popoe, she 
embarked 357 Negroes, with whom she sailed again on her return home on 
the 29th of last April. On the Morning of the 5th Ultimo, being off the 
Coast of this Island, near Puerto de Naranjos, she was discovered by the 
“Pickle,” which, after an arduous chase during the whole day, had gained 
so much upon her by 11 o’clock at Night, as to be able to fire a shot over 
her. ‘The “ Voladora,” seing it impossible to escape, and confident in her 
very superior force, then bore down on the “ Pickle,” and commenced am 
action, which lasted 1 hour and 20 minutes, within pistol shot. The 
‘« Voladora’s” masts being shot away, and the Vessel being a mere Wreck, 
she surrendered at last to Lieutenant MacHardy, who towed her into the 
Port of Nibarra to rig jury-masts and lay in provisions sufficient to enable: 
the ‘‘ Pickle” and her Prize to prosecute their Voyage here; 335 Negroes 
remained alive at the period of detention, of whom 4 died previous to their 
arrival in the Havana. 
Lhe Mixed Commission issued their Sentence on the 30th Ultimo, con- 
denining the Vessel, and emancipating the 331 Slaves who remain alive. Ff 
have the honour to enclose a Translation of this Sentence, as well as a Copy 
of the Captor’s Declaration, and an Abstract of the Evidence. 
The “ Voladora” is a Vessel about 240 tons, pierced for 16 guns, and 
armed, according to her Papers, with 2 long 12-pounders, and 2 long 18- 
pounders, 40 muskets, 20 pair of pistols, 50 swords, 24 boarding-pikes, and 
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48 boarding-knives, The number of her Crew, at the beginning of the 
Action, it is impossible to ascertain, as, in order not to discourage others, 
ready to embark on similar desperate expeditions, the Crew have appeared, 
while under examination, most. anxious to diminish their number, and par- 
ticularly that of their killed and wounded. Lieutenant MacHardy, how- 


ever, on taking possession, found 52 on board, of whom 2 died soon after of 


their wounds, 4 escaped during the delay at Xibarra, and 46, including the 
Captain, were delivered up on a proper Receipt to the Captain-General in the 
Havana. One of these last escaped from prison, and has, I understand, 
declared in Regla, the Place where Slave-vessels are generally fitted out in 
this Port, that the ‘* Voladora” entered into action with 66 men; which 
indeed is generally believed in the Havana to have been the number, as she 
certainly lost more than 8 killed. | 

The loss on board His Majesty’s Schooner, which has not been very 
severe, considering the duration of the Action, is 1 killed and 9 wounded, 
of whom 1 has since died .of his wounds. This loss was occasioned entirely. 
by tbe Enemy’s musketry, and I experience mueh satisfaction in being able 
to state, that the other 8, wounded, have all been able to return to their 
repective duties. | 

The Action reflects the greatest credit on the skill of Lieutenant MacHardy, 
as he has captured a Vessel nearly.3 times the size of his own, having on board 
1 of the most notorious and desperate Pirates-on the Coast, in the person 
of the nominal Owner and Mate, Ignacio Domingo del Corral. He has 
taken her also with a much inferior force, the ‘“ Pickle” having only 39 
persons on. board, of whom 5 were boys, and with scarely any damage to his: 
own little Schooner: the “ Voladora,” on the contrary, is a perfect Wreck. 

From the Evidence, your Lordship will perceive, that the Individuals who 
were examined, as forming part of the Crew of this Slave-vessel, have all 
sworn, that they knew not that the ‘ Pickle” was. an. English Ship-of-War, 
until after she took possession of them. It is the custom now to fit out 
large Vessels for the Slave-trade, aud it is lamentable. to think that such 
desperate Wretches should, after having been the occasion of bloodshed, 
escape punishment by a falsehood so palpable as—that they mistake English 
Vessels-of-War for Pirates, or Colombian Privateers. Viewing the affair in 
this light, I begged Lieutenant MacHardy to address a Letter to me, stating, 
the whole particulars of the Action, and I enclosed it in a Note to the Cap- 
tain-General, in which, while placing the Crew at his disposal, I took occa- 
siou to call His Excellency’s attention to the lawless and piratical conduct’ 
of the Captain of the ‘ Moladora” in firing on His Majesty’s Flag. By the 
Letter from His Excellency to the Mixed Commission, of which I have the 
honour to enclose a Translation, he appears to have referred the matter as 
usual to his Assessor. According to the mystery in which the Slave-traders 
wish now to envelope these expeditions, the Captain, so named in the 
Vessel’s Papers, turns out not to be the real Captain, who is the above- 
mentioned Ignacie Domingo del Corral. 

By the Endorsements on the “ Voladora’s” Passport and Muster-Roll, it 
appears, that she was boarded. by His Majesty’s Frigate “Sybille,” and by the 
«Black Joke” in the beginning of April last, when preparing her Cargo for 
embarkation at Popoe and Cape St. Paul. 

This Vessel in Africa took on board a small quantity of palm-oil to mix 
with the rice of the Negroes, which was all used during the Voyage, and 
also embarked about 6 teeth of ivory. Del Corral wished in his Evidence 
to make it appear, that this ivory being found on board, is:a proof of his: 
intention, in sailing to the Coast of Africa, having been lawful, but the con- 
struction of his Vessel with Slave-decks contradicts him. It is, however, the 
only Case I know of where ivory has been brought in such kind of Vessels 
from the Coast, and now the quantity is so trifling as sufficiently to shew the 
absurdity of insisting, that the Slave-vessels go to the, Coast of Africa. 
for ivory. I have the honour to be, &c. bel o> Kua ahs 

, (Signed) W..S. MACLEAY.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. ait 
Oe 9 ees Ca Cerca 





vA 


4 


f 
he 





























es 
i 





*S = y. “ 
cia es A oa pg SB he ae 


a Sahil ee Oe 
a end eh ES eS 
























































































































































































































































































































































144 Havana, 


First Enclosure in No. 114. 


Declaration of the Captor, in the Case of the “ Voladora.” 


His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle,” commanded by J. B, B, MacHardy, Esq. Lieutenant, 
commanding, being off Port Naranjos on the Morning of the 5th of June, 6, A.M, discovered 4 
strange Sail to the Eastward, She appearing suspicious, every means were used to disguise our- 
selves, and to prevent her from suspecting us, unti! 9 30., when His Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle” 
was tacked in chase—upon which Stranger hauled to the wind on the starboard tack, under all sail.— 
At 4. 20. P.M., gaining fast on Chase, we showed our Colours with a gun.—At 6, 30, Chase having. 
shown no Colours, and we having no doubt of our coming up with her in the Night, we shewed our 
Colours again, and fired several shots, that she might not, after dark, plead ignorance of what we were, 
At 8, 45. we tacked—8. 55. tacked.—At 9. 15. we tacked again, when Chase tacked and edged away, 
We now set squaresail, and kept to leeward of him.—At 11], 15. closing fast with Chase, down square~ 
sail, and fired a shot over him,—At 11]. 30. Chase shortened sail, and endeavoured to pass under our 
stern—hailed him repeatedly, which was answered with musquetry and a broadside, We avoided his 
passing under our stern, and commenced firing, aiming principally at his spars, believing him a 
Pirate, from the circumstance of his shewing no Colours, either previous to or during the Action, 
Kept up a continual fire, never out of pistol-shot, until 12, 50. when Enemy’s mainmast went about 
8 feet from the deck, without a sail standing fore and aft—he then hailed, to say he had 8 killed, Cap- 
tain and 7 Men wounded, his main-mast gone, that he could now do nothing; he, therefore, surren~ 
dered, saying that he was unable to send a Boat on board, I then thought it most advisabie to wait 
until day-light before taking possession, which being done, she proved to be the “ Voladora,” (for~ 
merly the notorious “ Mulata, of which Memorandum is made on her Papers by Commodore Collier), 
commanded by Bonifacio Echelacu, pierced for 16 guns, but mounting 2 long | 2’s, and 2 long 18's, 
with a Crew of 52, exclusive of killed, which I believe to be 10, as 2 died after she surrendered, 
and with 335. Slaves; measuring 94 feet on deck, and about 234 tens, English ; from Popoe, Coast 
of Africa, 

I have to observe, that, on taking possession of the said Schooner, we found her a perfect Wreok, 
as to masts and saila; many of her Men and Negroes drunk ;. small sails cut to pieces by the Crew ; 
smal}: arms, cutlasses, and irons thrown overboard ; and resembling more a Pirate than any thing else, 

} have the honour to attach an Account of the number of Slaves, ; 


Sick. Healthy, 
MGR ee as it pale Poy 180 
Wiorbie Ge. tere shee os 66 
aie! US Ge ae 44 
GIS eyes Ce EE re Fd 3l 
Ota © siesta ee tele ool 
—- A eenamenal 


I do.further beg leave to state, that we found the “ Voladara’’ at: the period of Capture, with about 
3. days’ provisions and water on board, but that.im consequence of are feng lan th taw her into 
the Port of Xibarra to rig jury-masts, we were obliged to purchase water and provisions sufficient. for 


the Voyage here. 
Havana, June 22, 1829. (Signed) J, B. B. MACHARDY, 
Lieutenant, Commanding, 
Witnesses, W.N, Fowrxn, Mate, H. M. Schooner “ Pickle,” : 


James Coox, Assistant Surgeon, 
I do further certify, that 4 of the Crew of the “ Voladora’ deserted at Xibarra, 


(Signed) J, B. B. MACHARDY, 


. _ Tieutenant, Commanding, 
Witnesses, W.N. Fowsty, Mate, H. M. Schooner “ Pickle,’ 


Jamrs Coox, Assistant Surgeon, 
1 do further certify, that there have died on board the “ Voladora,” daring the interval between the 
Capture aud her arrival in Havana, 4 Negroes. 
(Signed) J. B, B. MACHARDY, 


Lieutenant, Commanding, 
Witnesses, W. N. Fowunn, Mate, H. M: Schooner “ Pickle,” 


James Coox, Assistant Surgeon. 
And I do further certify, that the Papers, No, | to 6, inelusive, ae the Papers delivered to me by 
the Captain of the “ Voladora,’ without addition or alteration, 
(Signed) J. B, B, MACHARDY, 
id. Lieutenant, Coromanding, 
Witnesses, W. N. Fowrnn, Mate, H. M. Schooner “ Fickle.” 
Jamus Coox, Assistant Surgeon, 





Second Enclosure in No. 114. 
Abstract of the Evidence, in the Case of the “ Valadora.” 


~ LIEUTENANT J. B. B. MACHARDY deposed, that he is Commander of His Britanniek Ma- 
jesty’s Schooner “ Pickle ;” that the contents of the Declaration which he, as Capter, delivered into 
Court, are strictly trae; that the said Declaration is duly signed by himself; that the Papers now 
piatnee are the same which he found in the Schooner “ Voladora;’ and which he delivered to the 

ritish Commissioner ; that the Deponent numbered these Papers | to 6 inclusive, viz.:—the Royal 
Passport, Contrasefia, Roll, and 3 Log-books. ’ 
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Mr. W. N. Fowell, Mate of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle,” deposed, that 1 of the i 





Signatures annexed to the Declaration of the Captor is his ; that as the Deponent was Prize-Master i 
it was his duty to certify the deaths that might take place among the Negroes after the Capture ; i 
and that'4 have died from that period up to the present day, which he declares to be true, on his oath. ' 

James Cook, Surgeon of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle,” deposed, that 1 of the 
Signatures annexed to the Declaration of the Captor is his ; and that the contents of this Document 
as well as the death of the 4 Negroes mentioned therein, are true, upon the Deponent’s oath. ; li 


“Bonifacio Echelacu, Native of Portulagete, in the Lordship of Biscay, a Catholick, deposed, that he 
is unmarried, 24 Years of age, and actually Second Mate on board the Spanish Schooner “ Vola- | i . 


dora,” for although the Deponent appears in the various Papers of the Vessel as Captain, he in , me 
reality is not, the Individual who. truly commands being Don Ignacio Domingo del Corral; that Pe ae : 
this said Corral, as Captain of the “ Voladora,’ gave the Deponent the place of Second Mate ; that Sse oe 
Corral was also the Owner and Supercargo of the “ Voladora;” that the “ Voladora” sailed from | 

Py, 


this Port for the Island of St. Thomas, on the Ist October, 1828; that the “ Voladora ” has now 
been brought into Port by the English. Schooner-of-War “ Pickle,’ which fell in with her off the | 

Puerto de Naranjos, in this Island, and found a Cargo of Bozal Negroes on board, which had been 
embarked on the Gold Coast at Little Popoe ; that the number of Slaves taken on board at Little i 
Popoe was 357, which number, at the period of Capture, was reduced to 335, by natural deaths on } 
the Passage ; that the detention of the “* Voladora ” took place on the 5th Instant, in the Night ; i! 
that the following day the Deponent was taken on board the Schooner-of-War, and that he does not, i] 
therefore, know what deaths may have taken place since ; that the “ Voladora” did not surrender I: 
without resistance to the Schooner-of-War, because they believed her to be a Pirate, as well from | 
the circumstance that she began to open a fire on them, which they were obliged to return, as 
because in the Night they could not see her Colours, but at the end of an hour, more or less, they | 

















surrendered themselves prisoners ; and on the following Morning, on the “ Voladora’ being taken i =e eaetoe 

| possession of, her Crew, for the. first time, ascertained that the Schooner was an English Vessel-of- | eee ake 

| War; that the “ Voladora” sailed from the Havana with only 40 Persons on hoard ; 3 Sailors, whose i Paes 

names this Deponent knows not, having absconded on the day of sailing ; that a Boy of the Crew ii ¥ +. 

died on the Coast of Africa, so as to reduce the number to 39; that the “ Voladora’ there took on H oy a pri 
| board 8 or 9 Spaniards, whom they found at the Place where they embarked their Cargo of Negroes ; Md Wee aL 

. : . . . tS tl —- Wa. 

that 2 Sailors, and 1 of these Passengers, were killed in the action with the “ Pickle ;” that this Ih ¥ SSC 

“Deponent knows not their names; that 4 of the Crew were severely wounded, and some others fi jc 5e 

slightly ; that the force of the « Voladora” is duly expressed in the Roll; that the Cargo taken out i Sew 


by the * Voladora” was money and aquadente ; that besides the Negroes, the “ Voladora”’ on her 
Voyage home, had on board a small quantity of ivory, which belonged to D. Ignacio Domingo del 


ee 














| Corral. | |e 

I A 3 NH a es id 

| "Ignacio Domingo del Corral, a Native of Ferrol, a Catholick, deposed, that he is’ married, and by pro- H | ae ee 
fession a Seaman, having the charge of First Mate on board the “ Voladora ;” that the Captain of the a | Lee tee: 
« Voladora” is D. Bonifacio Echelacu, but that the Deponent is the Owner and Supercargo ; that of i See 
his own free will the Deponent took the place of Virst Mate, giving that of Captain to the said Eche- ft wee 


SSS 


jacu ; that the “ Voladora” sailed from the Havana with silver and aquadente for the Island of 
St. Thomas ; that on arriving at St. Thomas, the Deponent made for the Coast of Africa, with the th 
purpose of entering there into lawful commerce ; that he could only find there a small quantity of ivory ; it 
which is now on board ; and that he saw himself, therefore, under the necessity of completing his 
Cargo with Negroes, as the only object that offered ; that he also: took on board a little palm-oil ; 
that he embarked 357 Negroes at Pequeiio Popoe ; that of these, 335 remained alive at the time of 
the detention, which was near the Cape of St. Domingo, on the 5th of this Month, as well as this De- 
_ ponent recollects ; that the Deponent cannot deny that he-made resistance to the English Schooner- H 
of-War which has brought them into this Port, but-it was because he considered her to be a-Pirate, 
| because, although the “ Pickle” began to chase in the day-time, she shewed no Colours, at least such 
| as could be seen on board the “ Voladora,” and because she continued approaching, and began the 
action in the Night-time ; that the Deponent has no idea of the time that the action lasted; that3 
men were killed, 4 severely wounded, and some with only contusions ; that in the Morning after the 
action, when the English carae to take possession of the “ Voladora,’ the Deponent for the first 
time ascertained that the “ Pickle” was an English Ship-of-War, because, although in the Night ! 
during the action the 2 Vessels were alongside of each other, no person on board the “ Voladora” 
could hear a word of English ; that: the “ Voladora ” sailed from the Havana with 37 men, including i 
all grades ; that 3 absconded previously to sailing; that on the Coast of Africa 8 or 9 men were | 
taken on board, who formerly belonged to various Spanish Vessels which had been taken en the Coast Ht 
_of Africa; that this Deponent was taken on board the Capturing Vessel immediately after the action, t 
-and, therefore, he can give no account of the deaths which may have happened since among the fh 
Negroes ; that the 2 Vessels put into Xibarra, where they remained some time repairing the i 
damage occasioned by the: action ; that the Papers now produced are those with which the “ Vala- 
‘dora’ sailed, being the Passport, Contrasefia, and Roll, and the other 3 Log-books which belonged to 
the Second Mate, D. Bonifacio Echelacu. ; 


Juan Dias, a Native of the Canary Islands, a Cathelick, deposed, that he is 29 Years old, unmarried, 
and. by profession a Mariner, actually serving as Boatswain on board the Spanish Merchant-schooner 
« Voladora ;’ that D. Ignacio Domingo del Corral gave the Deponent this Office before saiting from n | 

‘this Harbour ; that he has always considered the said Corral to be Captain and Supercargo of the ( 
« Voladora,’ but that he is ignorant who is the Owner ; that the “ Voladora ” sailed from this Port with H 
a cargo of silver and aquadente for St. Thomas’ ; that she arrived on the Coast of Africa at Pequeno Ir | 
-Popoe, where they took on board 357 Negroes ; that with these Negroes on board she made then for | 
this Island of Cuba; that the English Schooner-of-War detained her near the Puerto de los Naranjos ; } 
that at the moment of detention 335 Negroes were in existence, the others having died by natural 4 
‘deaths on the Voyage ; that this Deponent cannot specify the day when the English Vessel began | 
to chase the “ Voladora.” but it was at about half-past 9 or 10 in the Morning ; that the English began 


Wa oais30 . , ' 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































146 Havana, 


.the fire at about 1] at Night; that the action lasted more than an hour and a half ; that they had 3 

killed and 4 wounded on board the “ Voladora’; that it was not until the following day, at 12 o’Clock, 
that the last mentioned Vessel was taken possession of; that they knew the Capturing Vessel to be 
English, having before this taken her for a Pirate which was sailing among those Keys; that after 
the action beth Vessels put into XMibarra, where they remained some days ; that this Deponent 
knows not the reason of the delay ; that he knows as little the number of Negroes who died after 
the Capture, on account of his having been immediately taken on board the English Schooner-of- 
War ; that the Crew of the “ Voladora ” on sailing from the Havana consisted of 43, of whom 3 
absconded in this Pori previously to sailing ; that a Boy died on the Coast of Africa; that there 
afterwards the “ Voladora” took on board as passengers, 8 or 9 men, so as to make the whole 
number of the Crew, at the beginning of the action, 47 or 48. 


Doctor Don Joaquin Hidalgo, a Native of Rota, in the Kingdom of Seville, a Catholick, deposed, that 
he is unmarried, and a Professer of Medicine and Surgery, serving as Surgeon on board the Schooner 
“ Voladora ;' that he was appointed to this Office by D. Ignacio Domingo del Corral; that the 
“ Voladora” sailed from the Havana with a Cargo of silver and raw rum: for St. Thomas ; that they 
left that Island for a Place which this Deponent was told was Popoe, on the Continent of Africa 8 
that the Schooner took there on board 350 or more Negroes ; that this Deponent cannot say the 
exact number ; that there was a little palm-oil taken on board, and also a small bag of ivory ; that 
they sailed from the Coast of Africa on the 23d April, but this Deponent knows not for what destina- 
tion; that the “ Voladora” was detained between Baracoa and Xibarra on the 5th Instant ; that 
she fired at the Capturing Vessel, believing her to be a Pirate ; that 2 of the Crew of the “ Voladora”’ 
were killed in the action, and | died an hour after ; that 3 were wounded, and | had a contusion ; 
that 19 or 20 Negroes died on board the “ Voladora ” previously to her being captured, as well as this 
Deponent recollects ; that after the Capture 2 Negroes died ; but this Deponent must observe that, on 
account of his being soon after mentally indisposed, he was carried on board the English Schooner, 
and that he has no recollection of the time he remained in this state ; but when he returned to the 
«© Voladora,” he was told that another Negro had died, which this Deponent believes, because he did 
not see him; that he is ignorant whether a fourth Negro died during his stay on board the English 
Schooner; that he has no exact idea of the number of Negroes on board at the time of the 
detention. 





Third Enclosure in No. 114. (Translation.): 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission, in the Case of the “Voladora.” 


IN the ever most faithful City of the Havana, on the 30th June 1829, His Excellency the Conde- 
de Villanueva, Councillor of State, Intendant, Superintendant-General of the Army and Royal 
Revenues, Spanish Commissary Judge in the Mixed Commission, and the Commissioners of Arbitra-- 
tion, Colonel D. Rafael de Quesada, and D. William Sharp Macleay, being assembled together, by 
reason of the absence, with permission of his Government, of the British Commissary Judge,—and 
having taken into their consideration the Proceedings consequent upon the Capture, near Cape St.. 
Domingo, which the English Schooner-of-War <“ Pickle,” commanded by Lieutenant J. B. B. Mac 
Hardy, has made (after more than an hour of combat and continued firing) of the Spanish Merchant- 
Schooner “ Voladora,” formerly “ La Mulata ;’ her Captain, according to the Royal Passport and. 
Roll, beng Don Bonifacio Echelaeu, although by the Evidence it appears, that the true Captain is- 
the First Pilot, Owner and Supercargo of the Vessel, Don Ignacio Domingo del Corral ; and which 
Sehooner had on board at the time of her Capture, a Cargo of 335 Bozal Negroes, of whom 4 haye: 
since died previously to entering this Harbour, thus reducing the number of those now alive to 331] 2 
and it being completely proved by the Declaration of the Captor, and by the T estimony of the Witnesses, , 
and of the Documents found on board at the time of the detention, that this Schooner “ Voladora,” 
sailed from the Havana on the Ist October 1828, with Papers and a Cargo for the Island of St.. 
Thomas, and that she directed her course to Pequefio Popoe, on the Coast of Africa, where she took 
on board 357 Negroes, of whom 335 were found alive at the time of the detention, the others 
having died by natural death on the voyage, so as, with 4 deaths after the Capture, to reduce the 
number to 331 now remaining alive; and it being further proved, that the Vessel took on board a 
little palm-oil, and a small bag of ivory. Whereupon the said Commissioners, with due regard to 
the merits of the Cause, decreed that they ought to declare, and do hereby; declare, according to the 
usual brief and summary mode of proceeding adopted by the Mixed Commission in all such Cases. 
where the truth has been made manifest, that the Capture of the said Schooner. « Voladora,” and ee 
the 835 Negroes found on board, is good and legal, and that the said Schooner, her tackle, and appa-~ 
rel, and whatsoever else she may contain, as mentioned in the Inventory, are subject to confiscation, with 
the exception of the said 331 Negroes remaining alive, who are declared to be free from all slavery. 
and captivity. The said Commissioners accordingly direct that the said Schooner, and ail that ma 
be found in her, er belongs to her, be valued, under oath by the Principal Masters of the Royal Dock- 
Yard, and other intelligent Persons, who shall give a proper Voucher to that effect ; and that she shall 
be exposed to publick auction, in the presence of the Auxiliary Notary of the Real Hacienda, PB 
Francisco Jose de Cower, in order that, being disposed of to the highest bidder, the proceeds may be 
applied to the benefit of the two Governments ; the said Vessel being for the present placed in deposit 
with D. Jayme Andreu, who shall likewise swear faithfully to perform his duty, and shall receive her 
from the Captor according to formal Inventory. The said Commissioners shall proceed, moreover 
without loss of time, to deliver to such of the aforesaid 331 Negroes as may be living, their Certif-- 
cates of Emancipation, by means of the Secretary, aceording to custom, and shall address an Official. 
Letter, with a certified Copy of this Sentence, to His Exccilency the Captain-General, in order that 
he may take the necessary measures for that purpose, and because the Individuals of the Crew of 
this said captured Schooner remain at his disposal and in prison ; and by this their Sentence definitivel 
deciding, the Commissioners have thus provided, ordered and signed, in the presence of their Secretar 


who certifies. (Signed) WILLIAM SHARP MACLEAY.~ 


EL CONDE: DE VILLANUEVA., 
(Signed) Juan Francisco Cascaues, Secretary. RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 












































































HAVANA. 


‘ Fourth Enclosure (A.) in No. 114. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, June 22, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to transmit, herewith, 


- a Letter to His Excellency the Captain-General, which he has just received from Lieutenant J. B. B. 


MacHardy, commanding His Majesty’s Schooner “ Pickle,” in which Letter this Officer states, that: 
after a brisk action he has brought into this Port, for adjudication by the Mixed Commission, the 
Spanish Schooner “ Voladora,” alias “ Mulata,’ with a Cargo on board of 335 Slaves. 

The Undersigned, in placing the Crew of the “ Voladora,” which now consists of 46 men, at the 
Captain-General’s disposal, requests that His Excellency will have the goodness to allow such of them 
to be forthcoming before the Mixed Commission as may be required to give their Evidence. 

The Undersigned begs most earnestly to call His Excellency’s notice to the bloodshed which has: 
unhappily been occasioned on board both Vessels, by the lawless and piratical conduct of the Captain 
of the “ Voladora,” in firing on His Majesty's Flag, when employed in executing the Treaty between 


' the two Governments. 


The Undersigned avails himself, &e. 
(Signed) W S. MACLEAY.. 


His Excellency the Captain- General. 





Fourth Enclosure (B.) in No. 114. 


Lieutenant Mac Hardy to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


‘Sir, H. B. M. Schooner “ Pickle,’ Havana, June 22, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to: lay before you a statement of the particulars attending the Capture of 
the Spanish Slave-schooner “ Vi oladora,’ by His Majesty’s Schooner under my command.. 

On the Morning of the 5th, 6 A. M., Pt. Naranjos, S.S.E. 3 or 4 leagues, a Sail was discovered. 
to the Eastward. She appearing suspicious, every means was used to disguise and prevent her 
suspecting us, until 9.30. when His Majesty's Schooner “ Pickle” was tacked in chase, upon which’ 
Stranger hauled to the wind on the starboard tack under all sail; 4. 20. P. M. gaining fast on Chase, 
shewed our Colours with a gun; 6. 30. Chase having shewn no Colours, and having no doubt. of our 
coming up with her in the Night, we shewed our Colours again, and fired several shots, that she might 
not, after dark, plead ignorance of what we were ; 8. 45. tacked, 8. 55. tacked, 9. 15. tacked, when Chase 
tacked and edged away, set square-sail and kept to leeward.of him; IT. 15. closing fast with Chase, 
down square sail and fired a shot over him ;. 11. 30. Chase shortened sail, and endeavoured. to pass 
under our stern; hailed him repeatedly, which was answered with musketry and a broadside ». 
avoided his passing under our stern, and commenced firing, aiming principally at his spars, believing. 


- him a Pirate, from the circumstance of his shewing no’ Colours, either previous to or during the 


action ; kept up-a continual fire, never out of pistol shot, until 12.50. when Enemy’s main-mast went. 
about 8 feet from the deck, without a sail standing fore and aft ; he then hailed to say he had 8 
killed, Captain and 7 men wounded, his main-mast gone, that he could now do nothing, there- 
fore surrendered, and that he was unable to send a Boat on board. I thought it most advisable to wait 
until day-light before taking possession, which being done, she proved to be the “ M oladora,” (formerly 
the notorious “ Mulata,” of which Memorandum is made on her Papers by Commodore Collier): 
commanded by Bonifacio Echelacu ; pierced for 16 guns, but mounting 2 long 12's and 2 long 18’s,. 
with a Crew of 52, exclusive of killed, which I believe to be 10, as 2 died after Capture, and with 
about 335 Slaves ; measuring 94 feet on deck, and of 235 tons, English; from Popoe, Coast of Africa. 

I have to observe that, on taking possession of the said Schooner, I found her a perfect Wreck as to 
masts and sails, many of her Men and Negroes drunk, small sails cut to pieces by the Crew, small: 
arms, cutlasses and irons thrown overboard, and resembling more a Pirate than any thing else. 

I have the honour to be &c. 
(Signed) ' J.B. B. MACHARDY.. 

P.. S.—I have the honour to state, for your further information, that the loss of His Majesty’s: 

- Schooner under my.command, in the action with the “ Mi oladora” was] killed and 9 wounded, one of- 
whom died 3 days after the action. 
(Signed), J.B. B. M..- 


H’..S.. Macleay; Esq:. 





Fifth Enclosure in No. 114. (Translation. ): 


The Captain-General ‘to the Mixed. Commission. 


Mosz Exce,uent Sir, AND GENTLEMEN, Havana, July.1, 1829. - 


WITH yout Letter of Yesterday I received the certified Copy of the Definitive Sentence pronounced 


_ by the Mixed Commission, in the Case of the Capture of the Spanish Schooner “ Voladora,” with a. 


Cargo of Negroes on board, and having transmitted all the Papers to the First Assessor. of this: 
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4948 Havana. 


Government, by means of the Escribano de Semana, together with the Note addressed to me by the 


‘Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, dated the 22d Ultimo, and the Copy of the Letter 


addressed to him by the Commander of the Capturing Schooner, relative to the circumstances preceding 
the Capture, in order that he may adopt such measures as may appear necessary ; I state this in reply 


‘to your Note, and for your information, and pray that God may preserve your Excellen¢y and the 


other Members of the Mixed Commission many Years. 


, (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 
HE, the Conde de Villanueva, and the other Members of the Mixed Commission. 





No. 115. 
W..8. Macleay, £sq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received September 22.) 


My Lorp, ‘Havana, July 17, 1829. 


The activity and gallantry of His Majesty’s Schooners on this Coast, seein 
likely to give a most effectual check to the trade in Slaves, by ruining. the 
Speculators in this odious traflick, and capturing their largest and finest 
Vessels. 

On the 8th Instant, Lieutenant Joseph Sherer, commanding His Majesty’s 
Schooner “ Monkey,” arrived here with the Spanish Brig ‘ Midas,” which, 
after an action of 35 minutes, he captured on the 27th Ultimo, on the Bahama 
Bank, with a Crew of 53 men, and a Cargo of 400 Slaves on board. 

The Mixed Commission met on the 10th Instant, and, after examining the 
Captor and the Master of the Slave-vessel, with 2 others of her Crew, issued 
their Sentence on the 14th Instant, condemning the Vessel and Cargo, with 
1,360 dollars found on board, and emancipating the Negroes. I have the 
honour to enclose to your Lordshipa Copy of tie Captor’s Declaration, an 
Abstract of the Evidence, anda Translation of the Sentence. . 

The mortality on beard this Brig has been dreadful; she sailed in May 
last with a Cargo of 562 Slaves from the River Bonny, ov the Coast of 
Africa, and had only 400 alive at the time of detention; of these, after the 
surrender, a number through fright, as it is supposed, threw themselves into 
the Sea, so as to reduce the number to 369 at the time of the Captor’s counting 
them, the day after the action. Unfortunately, owing to unfavourable winds, 
and the small force of the ‘“ Monkey,” she was obliged to remain some days 
at anchor on the Bank with her Prize, so that by the time of her arrival. in 
the Havana, 9 other Negroes had thrown themselves overboard, notwith- 
standing the utmost care on the part of the Captor, who had placed Sentinels 
on the outside of the Brig; 69 others also had died of the small-pox, arid 
the other diseases which have been, owing to the confinement on board, ra- 
vaging this Brig almost ever since she left Africa. After her arrival in ‘this 
Port, your Lordship will perceive, from the enclosed Letter of the Mixed 
Commission to the Captain-General, that 10 more died, thus making the mor- 
tality of the Negroes on board, after the Capture, amount to 88, and the 
number given up by the Captors to the Governor, to amount to 281. I have 
the honour to enclose the Translation of a Letter from the Captain-General to 
the Mixed Commission, by which it will appear that he sent these 281 
Negroes out of the Town, to a sort of i azaretto, in order to prevent conta- 
gion. According to the Reports of the Medical Men they are still, [ grieve to 
say, in a most dreadful state, already reduced to about 253, and those so ill 
and emaciated, that it has hitherto been impossible to make out the descrip- 
tions of their persons, and marks that are inserted in their: Certificates of 
Emancipation. 

From this distressing subject it is truly satisfactory to turn to the gallant 
conduct of Lieutenant Sherer and the Crew of the “ Monkey.” This Schooner 
is, I believe, the very least of His Majesty’s regularly Commissioned Ves- 
sels of War; and with 26 men, including the 5 Officers, and with only 1 
gun tmounted, she has, after a sharp action, taken a Brig more than four 
times her own tonnage, pierced for 20 guns, and mounting, as appears 
by her Papers, 4 long 18-pounders, 4 12-pounders, with muskets; pis- 
tols, swords, pikes, and ammunition to correspond. The “ Monkey,” provi- 
dentially, has had neither killed or wounded, whereas the “ Midas” had her 
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First Mate killed, and 3 waunded, of whom, 1 was-a’ Negro ; the Crew of the 
‘© Midas” having had the cruelty and cowardice to make several of the Slaves 
fight her guns, 

Although. I am.aware it does not belong to me to offer an opinion on the 
professional conduct of His Majesty’s Naval Officers, I have ventured to be 
thus particular to your Lordship, in my account of this gallant affair, because 
the arrival in Port of a large Brig, as Prize to so small a Vessel as the 
“ Monkey,” and the previous affair of the “© Voladora,” which this has so. 
immediately succeeded, have had the most salutary effects on the Slaves 
traders, These 2 actions have shewn them the inutility of resisting His Ma- 
jesty’s Cruizers, however large their Slave-vessels, or superior their force. 
34 days have now elapsed with only 1 Vessel having sailed during that inter- 
val for Africa, acircumstance that has not occurred before for nearly a Year ; 
and this Vessel, the ‘ \.4yuzla,” was ready for Sea before the “ Voladora” 
was brought in for adjudication. 

The “ Midas” was formerly the “ Providencia,” a Brig I believe well 
known to His Majesty’s Cruizers on the Coast of Africa. According to the 
Papers, and the Evidence of the Crew, ber Owner was the First-Mate and 
Supercargo, Gabriel Galan, (who was killed in the action,) but I have good 
reason for believing this story to have been only got up for the purpose of 
screening the real Owners. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. 
&e. Sc. §c. 





First Enclosure in No. 115. 


Declaration of the Captor, in the Case of the Brig “ Midas.” 


I, JOSEPH SHERER, commanding His Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Monkey,” hereby 
declare, that, on the 27th day of June 1829, being in or about Latitude 25° 55’ N., Longitude 
79° 12’ W., I detained the Brig “ Midas,” sailing under Spanish Colours, armed with 8 guns, 
4 12-pounders and 4 18-pounders, commanded by D. Ildefonso Martinez, who declared her to be 
bound from Bonny, on the Coast of Africa, to Havana, with a Crew eonsisting of 53 men, including 
Supercargo, and having on board 369 Slaves, said to have been taken on board at Bonny, on the Ist 
day of May 1829, and are enu merated as follows :— 


Healthy. Sickly, 
Mei 754-2 Mie eatnrsi sie SOR tee de eaters: 60 
WVOmmeheree merece = BARN atthe e Sele 30 
Boys e7eee «sss. 15650 Oo gama bbodaDeuE 20 
Girlspee so. 5 Si CPaabec 5 Omerainstrennaty ee <a- 40 


I do further declare, that the said Brig appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied with a sufficient 
stock of water and provisions for the support of the said Negroes and Crew, on their destined Voyage 
to Havana. 

Ihave also to add, that the said Brig fired into His Majesty’s Schooner, with her Ensign and Pen- 
dant flying, previous to the Schooner having fired a gun, and that she did not surrender until after an 
action of 35 minutes, in which the Supercargo was killed, and 3 men wounded, as well as her rigging 
being wholly cut to pieces. One of the men wounded was a Negro, several of whom were fighting 
the guns. I regret to state, I believe 4 of the Crew to be British Subjects, and 2 others Americans. 

On searching the “ Midas,” I found, amongst other things stated in the Inventory, 80 ounces of 
gold. (Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, 

Witnesses, Cuarves Wixxey, Mate. Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Joun B. Harron, Assistant Surgeon. 
Havana, July 9, 1829. 


I do further certify, that there have died on board the “ Midas,’ during the interval between the 
Capture and her arrival in Havana, 2 of the Crew, and 56 Negroes, and that 9 others of the Negroes 
have destroyed themselves at different times, by jumping overboard, every exertion on our part 
proving ineffectual to save them. (Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, 

Witnesses, CuarLes Wiixex, Mate. Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Joun B. Harron, Assistant Surgeon. 

I do further certify, that there have died ‘on board the “ Midas,” since her arrival in Havana, 13. 
others of the Negroes. (Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, 

Witnesses, Cuarves Wiixry, Mate. Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Joun B. Harron, Assistant Surgeon. 

I do further certify, that the Papers No. 1 to 6, inclusive, are the Papers delivered to me by the 
Captain of the ‘Midas,’ without addition or alteration. (Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, 
Witnesses, CuarLes Wiikey, Mate. Lieutenant, Comnranding. 

Jouw B. Harton, Assistant Surgeon. 
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_ Second Enclosure in No. 115. 


Abstract of the Evidence, in the Case of the “ Midas.” 


LIEUTENANT JOSEPH SHERER, Commander of His Britannick AfLajesty’s Schooner-of- 
War “ Monkey,” being sworm, and having shewn his Instructions, deposed, that, for the more complete 
information of the Mixed Commission, on the subject of the Capture of the Brig “ Midas,” he had 
présented the Document, in the English language, now produced, in which, besides setting truly forth 
the state of the Brig at the time of her detention, the Deponent has certified the number of deaths 
that took place afterwards ; and that, of the Papers found on board the said Brig “ Midas,’ the 
Deponent had particularly distinguished those which were numbered 1 to 7, inclusive, and now pro- 
duced, and which are the Real Pasaporte, Contract between the Captain and Crew, Rol del Equipage, 
Act of Sale of the “ Midas,” Contrasefia, and 2 Log-books. 


Ildefonso Martinez, a Native of Cartagena de Levante, a married man, and Catholick, being sworn, 
deposed, that he is Second Mate and Captain of the Spanish Brig “ Midas,” lately taken by an 
English Schooner-of-War ; that the Deponent did not know that this Vessel-of-War was English, 
until after he had fired upon her in order to make her shew her Colours ; that as soon as she did 
display the English Ensign, the Deponent struck his Colours ; that the Deponent was then detained 
and brought into this Port, on account of having a Cargo of Bozal Negroes on board ; that the 
Deponent sailed from this Port in the Brig “ Midas,” on the 25th November, 1828, with a Cargo of 
aquadente and other effects, for the Island of St. Thomas, where he anchored, and that, not meet- 
ing, after a stay ofa Month-and a half there, with any Purchaser for his Cargo, or any likely returns 
in ivory and oil, the two objects of the expedition, the Deponent sailed for the Coast of Africa to the 
River Bonny, where he landed his Cargo, and finding there as little ivory and oil as in St. Thomas, he 
saw himself under the necessity of taking Negroes on board, as the King of the Country declared, that 
he had no other article with which he could pay the Deponent for his goods ; that, in consequence, 
this Deponent embarked 562 Slaves, and sailed on his return for Cuba; that at the time of deten- 
tion, which might be about from !2 to 2 o'clock in the Afternoon of the 27th Ultimo, only 400 
Negroes of both sexes existed ; that, during the Night, many of these threw themselves into the Sea, 
without a possibility of saving them, owing to the darkness ; that on this account, on the following 
day, when the English Commander caused them to be counted, there only existed 369 ; that the 
Owner of the “ Midas” was D. Gabriel Galan, who was also Supercargo, and who was killed by a 
grape-shot in the action with the English Schooner ; that this Galan, who was also First Mate on 
the Voyage, was the only person killed; that there was only 1 Sailor wounded ; that the action 
lasted more than half an hour, during all which time the English Schooner shewed no Colours ; that 
the Papers now produced, numbered | to 7, inclusive, are those with which the “ Midas ” sailed, and. 
the same which were found on board by the English Commander ; that the Log-book, numbered 7, 
is in this Deponent’s hand-writing, as Captain and Second Mate ; that after the Capture, the 2 Vessels 
made every endeavour to arrive at the Havana, but for want of favourable winds were obliged to 
remain at anchor on the Bank some days ; that this Deponent had on board, in a trunk, 77 ounces of 
gold, and 3, which belonged to the Carpenter, Joze Pastrafia, who died 3 days before the arrival of 
the Vessels in this Port ; that these ounces were taken -possession of by the Captors, and. that the 
Deponent is ignorant of there being any other Money or Cargo on board. 


Juan Espinosa, a Native of Cartagena de Levante, a married man and Catholick, being sworn, deposed, 
that he has the rank of Steward in the Royal Navy, but is now Boatswain in the Spanish Brig “ Midas,” 
haviny obtained a License from his Superiors to sail in Merchant Vessels ; that the place of Boatswain 
was procured for him by Don ———— Lopez, whose Christian name he does not know ; that he 
embarked in this Port.for St. Thomas, with a Cargo of aquadente ; that from this Port of Havana 
the “ Midas” sailed directly for the Coast of Africa to the River Bonny, waere she landed her Cargo, 
and took on board 566 or 567 Slaves ; that the “ Midas” then sailed on her return tor this Island of 
Cuba ; but on some particular day of June last,. which this Deponent does not exactly recollect, about 
12 o'clock at Mid-day, she was detained on account of her Cargo of Slaves, near the Keys of Provi- 
dence, by an English Schooner-of-War, which brought her into this Port; that about 400 of these 
Slaves were in existence at the time of detention, the others having died; that as this Deponent 
was immediately taken on board the Capturing Schooner, he is ignorant of what subsequently passed 
on board the “ Midas,” although he has heard that, after the action, a number of the Negroes threw 
themselves into the Sea ; that the “ Midas” had nothing on board, as far as this Deponent knows, 
but Negroes; that the Deponent repeats, he knows nothing of what passed subsequent to the 
detention. 


- Anselmo Pullol, a Native of the Island of Majorca, married, and a Catholick, being sworn, deposed, 
that by profession he is a Mariner, and now Steward of the Brig ‘* Midas ;” that the Deponent 
embarked in this Port in the said Vessel, which sailed in November last with a Cargo of aquadente 
and money, for the Island of St. Thomas, but that she never was there, but only passed in sight of 
the Island, and made direct for the Coast of Africa, at the River Bonny, where she landed her Cargo 
and took on board more than 560 or 570 Slaves ; that the “ Midas” then sailed for this Island of 
Cuba, but that, among the Keys of New Providence, on account of her Cargo of Negroes, she was: 
captured by the English Schooner-of-War, which brought her into the Havana; that this Capture 
took place about the end of last June, but the Deponent does not recollect the day ; that 400 Negroes, 
more or less, might have existed at the moment of detention, that the others died on the passage ; 
that the Deponent is ignorant of what took place after the Capture, because he was immediately 
taken on board the.Capturing Schooner ; that the “ Midas” was not captured without resistance ; 
that she fought more than a quarter of an hour ;° that the English Colours cf the Schooner were not 
recognized until they were within pistol shot ; that the Crew believed, according to what the First 
Mate declared, that the Flag was either Imperial or American ; that Don ——— Galan was the First 
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Mate and the only person killed ; that there was 1 other Sailor wounded ; that after the detention 
the 2 Vessels remained some days at anchor on the Bank of Providence for want of wind ; that this 
Deponent is ignorant whether there was any Money or other Cargo on board the Brig, and that as 
he was immediately taken to the Capturing Vessel, he knows not what took:place on board the 
« Midas ” subsequently to the Capture. ; 


‘ 





Third Enclosure'in No. 115. (Translation.) 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission, in the Case of the “ Midas.” 


IN the always most faithful City of the Havana, on the I 4th of July 1829, the Most Excellent Senor 
Don Claudio Martinez de Pinillos, Conde de Villanueva, Councillor of State, Intendant, Superintend- 
ant-General of the Army and Royal Revenues, Spanish Commissary Judge in the Mixed Com- 
mission, and the Commissioners of Arbitration, Colonel Don Rafael de Quesada, and Don William 
Sharp Macleay, being assembled together by reason of the absence of the British Commissary Judge, 
with permission from kis Government, and having taken into their consideration the proceedings con~ 
sequent upon the detention which, after an action of about half an hour, the English Schooner-of- 
War “ Monkey,’ commanded by Don Joseph Sherer, made in Latitude 25° 55’ N. and Longitude’ 
79° 12’ W. of the Spanish Merchant Brig “* Midas,’ Don Ildefonso Martinez, Master, with a Cargo 
on board of Bozal Negroes, of whom, although 400 were in existence at the moment of Capture, 
only 369 remained when they were counted by the Captor, owing to the rest having thrown them- 
selves into the Sea, and of whom, after they were so counted, 78 others died or perished during the 
Voyage to, or stay in this Harbour. And it being completely proved by the Declaration of the 
Spanish Captain, as well as by that of the other Witnesses examined, and by the Papers found on 
board the “ Midas,’ at the moment of her detention, that she sailed from this Port the 25th of 
November of last Year, with Papers and a Cargo for the Island of St. Thomas ; that she directed her 
course to the River Bonny, on the Coast of Africa, where she embarked 562 Slaves, of whom 400 
were. in existence at the time of her Capture; that a considerable number of these Negroes threw 
themselves into the Sea, so that when the English Commander counted them, there were only found 
369, the rest having either died or been drowned ; that of the remainder, in the interval of the Voyage 
to and arrival in this Harbour, there have died 78, so as to reduce those now remaining to 291 5 
whereupon the Commissioners resolved that they ought to declare, and do hereby declare, with all 
due regard to the merits of the Case, according to the usual brief and summary mode adopted in all 
such Cases, on the truth being made manifest, that the Capture is good and legal of the aforesaid 
Brigantine “ Midas,” and of the 291 Negroes now remaining on board alive, as well as of the 80 
ounces of gold, which the Commander of the Capturing Vessel found on board, and ineluded in his: 
Declaration, translated at leaf No. 17 of these Proceedings. And they decree that the said Vessel 
with all her tackle, apparel, the aforesaid 80 ounces of gold, and whatever may be on board, are 
subject to the penalty of condemnation, excepting always the above-mentioned 291 Negroes, who: 
are hereby declared free from all slavery or captivity. It is in consequence ordered, that the condemned: 
Vessel be valued under oath by the Principal Masters of the Royal Dock-Yard, who shall give a 
proper Voucher to that effect, and that she shall be sold by publick auction afterwards, in the presence 
ef the Auxiliary Notary of the Real Hacienda, D. Franciseo Jose de Cower, in order that the proceeds: 
of the sale may be applied to the joint benefit of the two Governments; the said Vessel “ Midas 4 
being for the present placed in deposit with, and under the charge of, D. Jayme Andreu, who shalh 
likewise take an oath to perform his duty faithfully, and shall receive her from the Captor according 
to formal Inventory. ‘The Commissioners shall likewise proceed without loss of time to grant to the 
aforesaid 291 Negroes, by means of the Secretary, the Certificates of their Emancipation, according 
to custom, and shall address a Letter, with a certified Copy of this Sentence, to His Excellency the 
Captain-General, in order that he may give the same due effect, and because the Individuals composing 
the Crew of the said Brig “ Midas,” remain in Prison at His Excellency’s disposal ; and by this their 
Sentence, definitively deciding, thus have the Commissioners provided, ordered and signed, in the 
presence of their Secretary, who certifies. (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. i 

EL CONDE DE VILLANUEVA. 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 
- (Signed). Juan Fo: Cascaes, Secretary. 


—— 





Fourth Enclosure (A.) in No, 115. (Translation.) 


The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General, 


Most Excerntent Sir, Havana, July 14, 1829.. 


BY the enclosed certified Copy, your Excellency will be informed of the Definitive Sentence issued. 
by the Mixed Commission, in furtherance of the proceedings consequent upon the Capture of the 
Spanish Brig “ Midas,” with a Cargo of Bozal Slaves on board, by the English Schooner-of-War 
« Monkey.” The Court therein declare the detention of the said Brig to be good and legal, and the: 
Negroes on board to be free from all slavery and captivity ; and in order to carry this part of their 
Sentence into effect, they are now about to make out their Certificates of Emancipation, in order to 
place them in the customary form at your Escellency’s disposal, as the Individuals composing the 
Crew of the aforesaid captured Brig, now actually remain. 

The Mixed Commission begs, however, to inform your Excellency, that immediately after the: 
Sentence was pronoupced, they received fiom the Captor a Certificate, of the Transiation of which.a. 
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certified Copy is now enclosed. By this Certificate it, appears, that 10 more Negroes have died, of 
which circumstance the Captor had forgotten to give notice in time. In consequence of this deduc- 
tion from the number of the Negroes, in place of the 291, as specially mentioned in the Sentence, 
there only remained 281 alive at the moment of their being delivered up to your Excellency. We 
communicate this circumstance for your Excellency’s information, and in order that proper use may 
be made of it. 





God preserve your Excellency many Years. 
H. E. Don F, D. Vives. (Signed) WILLIAM SHARP MACLEAY. 
EL CONDE DE VILLANUEVA. 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 











Fourth Inclosure (B.) in No. 115. 


Certificate of the Captor, in the Case of the “ Midas.” 
I do further certify, that there have died on board the Brig‘ Midas,” between the 9th day of July 
and the | 1th day of July, 10 others of the Negroes. 
(Signed) JOSEPH SHERER, Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Witness. Joun B. Harton, Assistant Surgeon. 
Havana, July 14, 1829. 














Fifth Enclosure in No. 115. (Translation.) 











The Captain-General to the Mixed Commission. 
Most Exce,ventr Sin, anD GENTLEMEN, Havana, July 10, 1829. 


THE Bozal Negroes of the Spanish Brig “ Midas,” which has been captured by His Britannick 
Majesty’s Schooner “« Monkey,” having arrived here, infected with the small-pox, I have ordered that. 
they be deposited for the present in a Place called El Bedado, in order that this City may be safe from. 
the ravages that might be occasioned by a disease so contagious. 

God preserve you many Years. © 
(Signed) F. D.. VIVES. 
Eis Excellency, and the other Gentlemen of the Mixed Commission. 

























































































No. 116. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to the The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Sept. 22.) 


My Lorp, flavana, July 18,1829. 

ON the 30th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner “ Mercedita,” D. Vicente 
Sancho, Master; on the 4th Instant, the Schooner “ Posesi,” D. Andres 
Larrazabal, Master; and Yesterday, the Schooner “ Primera,” D. Joze Pardo, 
Master, severally arrived in this Port, in ballast, after having landed their 
Cargoes of Slaves on the Coast. These Vessels are all small, and, I under- 
stand, have made unprofitable Voyages upon the whole. As each of them 
arrived, I announced my intention, in the usual way, to the Governor, of 
reporting them to your Lordship, and have received the usual form of Answer 
in the 3 Cases, stating, on the authority of the “ Comandante de Matri- 
culas,” that nothing is to be seen in their Log-Books, proving them to be con- 
cerned in the Slave-trade. 

The Slave-traders here are very anxious about a large Privateer, or rather 
Piratical Slave-vessel, called the “* Fama de Cadiz,” the arrival of which they 
daily expect, with 1,200 Slaves. The notice of His Majesty’s Government 
has been repeatedly drawn to this Vessel, which appears to have hitherto 
escaped His Majesty’s Cruizers, owing to ber having so little the ordinary 
appearance of a Slave-vessel. She was fitted out for this present Voyage from. 



































































































































Cadiz. I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. 
&e. Se. Se. 
No. 117. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen. —( Received September 22.) 
(Extract.) Flavana, July 20, 1829. 





PREVIOUSLY to the Sentence of the Mixed Commission, in the Case of 
the “ Midas,” alias “ Providencia,” being signed on the #4th Instant, the: 























































































































Havana. 53 


Spanish Commissary Judge summoned a Court, at which my Colleagues read 
to mea Letter, which had been addressed to them by the Captain-General, 
and which enclosed 2 Letters, the one from his Assessor, proposing that 
the Negroes of the “ AZidas,” (called in His Excellency’s Note “ Florida,” by 
mistake), should be sent to work in the Fortifications of Ceuta, agreeably to 
the terms of a Despatch lately addressed to the Captain-General, by His 
Catholick Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State. The other Letter was from 
the Intendant, wherein His Excellency not only approves of the proposal of 
the Assessor, but advises that the “ .@2das” shall be immediately bought by 
the Government, for the purpose of conveying these Negroes to Ceuta, and 
promises, that if the Spanish moiety of the proceeds of the Vessels lately con- 
demned, be not sufficient to defray the expenses of this undertaking, the de- 
ficiency shall be made up by the Real Haczenda. Waving read these Docu- 
ments, the Intendant said, that his object in summoning a Court of Mixed 
Commission was, in pursuanee of the object of the above-mentioned Letters, 
to save as much time as possible in fitting out the “ A/idas” for the Voyage 
now contemplated. His preealighiey. therefore, proposed, that, immediately on 
her being valued by the Masters of the Royal Dock-Yard, she should be taken 
by the Local Government, on paying two-thirds of the valuation to the Mixed 
Commission, which was more than such Vessels ever had fetched when 
brought to publick auction. To this plan His Excellency thought that I, as 
His Britannick Majesty’s Commissioner, could, in particular, have no objec- 
tion, since, the decision of the Local Government to send them away being now 
adopted, it must be obvious that the lives of the Negroes would be endangered, 
by any delay that would tend to keep them cooped up in the Barracones, 
where they are now deposited. 
’ I made answer, that the system hitherto adopted in the sale of condemned 
Slave-vessels had met with the approbation of my Government; and that as 
I had no Instructions to alter the Forms of Proceeding hitherto observed, I 
must request that the ‘ IZidas” be brought to publick sale, like all the former 
condemned Vessels. The Intendant then said, that he only proposed the 
new plan in order to save time, as the Local Government would purchase ler, 
if put up to publick sale, and, in all probability, as I must be aware, on cheaper 
terms than he had now offered to the Commission. Here the conversation 
ended; the Sentence being drawn up in the usual Form, as to the sale of the 
Vessel, and soon after signed. ¥ 

In answer to the above Communication, I addressed the Note, of which the 
enclosed is a Copy, to the Captain-General. I venture humbly to catl your 
Lordship’s attention to the change of plan in the Spanish Government, which 
transports these Negroes to Ceuta, on the Coast of Africa, instead of Europe, 
as originally proposed, which carries them away to work on Fortifications, 
with Criminals and Galley-slaves, and which, if this right of transporting 
them to Ceuta be admitted, may hereafter claim an equal right of transport- 
ing them to Puerto Rico, or any other of the Spanish Slave Colonies. Indeed 
the right to carry them to any of the Spanish Dominions is asserted in the 
Answer which I received to my Note, from the Captain-General, on the 16th 
Instant, and of which I now beg to enclose a ‘Translation: From this Answer, 
however, it appears, that the plan for sending the Negroes of the “ Avidas” 
to Ceuta, is, for the present, abandoned, and that they are to be apprenticed 
out as usual, A Letter has also since been received by the Mixed Commis- 


sion, notifying this abandonment of the Plan in contemplation, 


It is proper that I should here inform your Lordship, that the emancipated 
Negroes of the 3 or 4 Vessels last captured, have, as I understand, been distri- 
buted out, with a Clause in the Articles of their Engagement, that the Person 
taking charge of them shall be liable to be deprived of their services, at any 
‘moment that the Local Government may think proper to call for them, in 
order to send them away from the Island; and, in his above-mentioned Note 


“to me, the Captain-General declares, that he will remove them as soon as he 


shall havé the means. The Inhabitants of the Havana, indced, are exceed- 


ingly alarmed at the late rapid augmentation of the number of emancipated 


Negroes. 4 (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


Mite? S03 &c. : i 9 
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First Enclosure in No, 117. 
The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General, 


Havana, July 15, 1829, 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, begs to state to His Excellency the 
Captain-General, that Yesterday his honourable Colleagues communicated to him the plan now in 
contemplation of removing the Negroes of the ‘‘ Midas’ from this Island, to work in the Fortifica- 
tions of Ceuta. The Undersigned trusts that His Excellency will feel himself to be justified in de- 
claring, that such a step ought not to be taken without the two Governments at home coming to 
some Arrangement on a question which belongs only to them to decide upon. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.. 


Second Enclosure in No. 117. (Translation.) 
The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitratian.. 


Sir, Havana, July 16, 1829. 


AS the emancipated Negroes which the “ Midas’ brought into this Port are all unhealthy, I have 
resolved, that, for the present, they shall not be embarked for Ceuta, but that those who. may sur- 
vive shall be distributed out, as in former Cases ; although I cannot do less than declare to you, that, 
being ordered by The King, my August Sovereign, to send the emancipated Negroes to his Domi- 
nions, out of this Island, I shall give the most exact fulfilment to His Royal Orders the moment that 
proper means for their execution shall offer themselves. 

I give you due information of this, in answer to your Letter of Yesterday, relating to this affair. 


May God preserve you many Years. 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 





No. 118. 
PF. S. Macleay, Esq. to. The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed Sept. 29% Ja 


(Extract.) Havana, July 21, 1829. 


THE practice of arming large Vessels for the Slave-trade, to resist His 
Majesty’s little Schooners, has been much in vogue among the Havana Slave- 
traders, during the Year past, and although the result of ali such contests. 
must be evident, from the circumstance that no Schooner has ever yet been 
defeated in her attempt on a Slave-vessel, yet, as the disparity of force may 
excite the Spaniards to fight, there is reason to fear the loss of valuable lives,. 
if this system of resistance be longer permitted. I, therefore, on the ar- 
rival of the “Monkey,” with her Prize the “ A#idas,” addressed the Note, 
of which I have the honour now to transmit a Copy, to the Captain-General, 
enclosing a Letter from Lieutenant Sherer to me, of which I also transmit a 
Copy. His Excellency merely acknowledged the receipt of my Note, but 
he has since addressed a Letter to the Mixed Commission, by the enclosed 
Translation of which your Lordship will perceive, that the conduct of the 
Captain and Crew of the Slave-vessel “‘ das” has been subjected to the 
consideration of a Judicial Tribunal. Soon after I had: dispatched my Note 
above-mentioned to the Captain General, on the 8th Instant, on carefully 
examining the Papers of the ‘* das,” I discovered, in the Muster-Roll of the 
Crew, that more than i British Subject had entered on board at the Havana, 
when she sailed for Africa in November last. }, therefore, immediately 
addressed another Note to the Captain-General, acquainting him with the 
circumstance, and telling bim that I had requested Lieutenant Sherer to 
hold all such British Subjects as might be found on board at the disposal 
of His Majesty’s Government. A Copy of this Note I have the honour 
also to enclose, as well as a Translation of His Excellency’s Answer. 

When Lieutenant Sherer made the necessary investigation, he found that 
there were 5 British Subjects on board, and 2 Americans, of the last of whom 
1- was severely wounded with a grape-shot. On informing the American 
Consular-Agent here of the latter circumstance, this Gentleman requested 
Licutenant Sherer to give up the wounded man, on a Receipt, with the 
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Spaniards, to the Governor’s Police, in order that he might be sent to an Hos- 


pital, and to detain the other American in irons until an American Ship-of- 
War should enter the Port. The United States Schooner “ Grampus” 
happening to come in the following day, the 2 Americans were formally 
delivered over to her Commander. 

The 5 British Subjects are entered in the Muster-Roll of the « Midas” 
under fictitious names, but I believe their real names to be James Clark, 
Thomas Neal, Alexander MacDonald, John Martin, and Francis Joseph, 
the last a free Black of Jamaica. As these Individuals have, since the Cap- 
ture of the ** M@das,” never been out of the power of Elis Majesty’s Officers, I 
did not consider it to be a Case to be communicated to His Majesty’s Envoy 
at. Madrid, as direeted in Lord Castlereagh’s Despatch of ‘the 28th 
November 1820, and, therefore, merely directed Lieutenant Sherer not to 


land them, but to give them up to the Honourable Admiral Fleeming, or 
the Officer commanding at Head Quarters. 


(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. Se. Se. 





First Enclosure (A.) in No. 118: 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana July 8, 1829.. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to enclose a Letter 
from Lieutenant Sherer, commanding His Majesty’s Schooner © Monkey,” announcing the Capture: 
on the Bahama Bank, of the Spanish Brig “ Midas,” with a Crew of 53 Men, and a Cargo of 369: 
Slaves, after an action of 35 minutes, on the 27th Ultimo. 

One of the Crew of the “ Midas” was killed in action, and, aecording ta Lieutenant Sherer’s 
Report, 2 have died since the day of Capture, thus reducing the number to 50, whom the Under- 
signed begs leave to place at His Excellency’s disposal, merely requesting that such of them as may 
be required, be forthcoming to give their Evidence before the Mixed Commission, 

The Undersigned begs to mention that, as the Crew and the Negroes of this Vessel are far from 
being in a healthy state, it will tend very much to save human life if His Excellency will have the 
goodness to issue orders for their being taken on Shore as soon 


as possible, The Undersigned is- 
grieved to say, that at present no more than 305 of the Negroes remain alive. 


The Undersigned again most earnestly requests His Excellency’s attention to the piratical conduct 
pursued by Slave-vessels, in firing on His Majesty’s Flag. Every friend of humanity must anxiously 
desire these lawless proceedings to be repressed ; 


3 and the traflick being so illegal, resistance: 
to those duly authorized to seize Slave-vessels must surely aggravate the crime of being concerned: 
in it. The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


(Signed). W. S. MACLEAY. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. 





First Enclosure (B.) in No. 118. 


Lieutenant Sherer to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, HLM. S. “ Monkey,” Havana, July 8, 1829.. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, on the 27th of last Month, in Lat. 25° 55’ N. Long. 77° 
17’ W., I discovered a suspicious looking Brig, for which I immediately stood. When within about 
2 miles, of her, she anchored with a spring on her cable and hoisted Spanish Colours. On getting: 
within good grape-range she gave us a broadside, which I immediately returned, and after a sharpe 
exchange of fire, for about 35 minutes, she struck. She proved to be the Spanish Slave-brig “ Midas,” 
from Bonny to Havana, pierced for 20 guns, but mounting only 8, 4. long 1.2’s and 4 long 18=pounders, 
with a Crew of 53 Men, and 369 Slaves. She had | man killed and 3 wounded, and her rigging~ 
wholly cut to pieces, I have the satisfaction to state, Sir, no one was hurt on board the “ Monke pa 
and that I: have this day arrived at the Havana with my Prize in company, for adjudication before: 
the Mixed Commission. Lhaye the honour to be, &e. 


(Signed) JOSEPH SHERER,. 


2 


WS, Macleay, Esq. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 118. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, July 8, 1829, 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to acquaint His 
' Excellency the Captain- General, that on looking over the Papers of the Spanish Brig “ Midas, he finds 
in the Muster-Roll that more than one Native born British Subject had entered on board the said 
Vessel as Mariners ; and having received particular directions from his Government, with regard to 
any of His Majesty's Subjects found on board Vessels engaged in illicit Slave-trade, he has instructed 
Lieutenant Sherer, of His Majesty's Schooner “ Monkey,’ to hold at the disposal of His Majesty's 
Government, all such of the Crew of the “ Midas,” as shall appear, on investigation, to be British 

Subjects. The Undersigned avails himself, &c, 
(Signed) W, S. MACLEAY, 

His Excellency the Captain- General. 





Third Enclosure in No. 118. | (‘Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, ; Havana, July 9, 1829, 


BEING informed by your Letter of Yesterday, that you have directed the Commander of His 
Britannick Majesty's Schooner “ Monkey,” to detain on board all such Individuals of the Crew of 
the “ Midas” as shall appear to be British Subjects, I beg to acquaint you with the same in answer, 

May God preserve you many Years. 
(Signed) F, D. VIVES, 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 





Fourth Enclosure in No. 118. _ (Translation.) 
The Captain- General to the Mixed Commission. 


Most ExcEeLuentT Sir, AND GENTLEMEN, Havana, July 15, 1829. 


WITH your Letter of Yesterday, I received the certified Copy of the Definitive Sentence pro- 
nounced by your Court in the affair of the Spanish Brig “ Midas,” which was captured with a Cargo 
of Bozal Negroes on board ; and having transmitted these Documents to the Second Assessor-General 


of this Government, by means of the Escribano, D, Juan Entralgo, in order that such further pro-_ 


ceedings may be adopted as the Case requires ; I beg now to inform your Excellency, and the other 
Members of the Mixed Commission, of the same, adding, that I heve also ordered, that there be joined 
to the above Documents, the Letter addressed to me by the British Commissioner on the 8th Instant, 
as well as the Copy of the Letter written to him, on the same subject, by the Commander of His Bri- 
tannick Majesty’s Schooner “ Monkey.” 

God preserve your Excellency, and the other Gentlemen of the Mixed Commission, many 


Years, 
(Signed) F. Dy VIVES. 
His Excellency, and the other Members of the Mixed Commission. ; 
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Wes. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Phereen ea Received September 22.) 
My Lorp, _ Havana, July 31, 1829. 


ON the 20th Instant, arrived 2 Spanish Schooners in ballast, after having 
landed Slaves on the Coast: viz. the “ Jndagadora,” D. Udefonso Garcia, 
“Master, and the “ Juanzto,” D. Santiago Alonzo, Master, On communicating 
to the Captain-General my intention of reporting these arrivals to your 
Lordship, I received the customary form of Answer. aa 

On ‘the 21st Instant, the Schooner “ Primera Gallega,”’ D, Francisco 
Cabieses, sailed for Gallinas, on the Coast of Africa, ; a 

On the 22d Instant, the long expected Privateer, called the “ Fama de Ca- 
fiz,” alias the “ Nueva Diana,” came into Port, having previously landed 
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Havana. 


about 300 Slaves at Santa Cruz. It is said that this notorious Slave-trader 
and Pirate was boarded by one of His Majesty’s Sloops on the Coast of Africa, 
but liberated on account of having no Slaves then actually on board. She 
afterwards plundered other Slave-vessels of about 980 Slaves, and had scarcely 
sailed for this Island with them, when the small-pox and other contagious 
diseases broke out, which reduced a Crew of 157 to 66, and her Slaves to 
about 300, of whom the greatest part are in so wretched a state, that her 


‘Owners have been selling them as low as 100 dollars. This expedition has 
been altogether ruinous, from the exorbitant wages due to the Sailors, and the 


length of time she has been out. 

She was, on her arrival here, reported at the Custom-House, and in the 
Publick Papers, as the Ship “ Diana,” from Madagascar, in 84 days in ballast. 
I have now the honour to enclose to your Lordship Copies of the Correspon- 
dence which has passed between the Captain-General and myselt on the sub- 
ject of her arrival. I have the honour to be, &c. . 


(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Cs &e. &e. 





First Enclosure in No. 119. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Cuptain- General. 


Havana, July 25, 1829: 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to state to His 
Excellency the Captain-General, that it will be his duty to report to his Government the arrival in 
this Island, with a Cargo of Slaves, of the Ship “ Fama de Cadiz,” alias “ Nueva Diana,’ D. Joze’ 
Antonio Salcedo, Master. By information received from the Coast of Africa, and from the British 
Consulate at Cadiz, this Vessel has been long known to His Majesty's Government as engaged in 
illicit Slave-trade, although furnished with His Catholick Majesty's License to cruize against Slave- 
vessels, and aid in putting down the traffick. 
The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 





Second Enclosure in No 119. (Translation,) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sis Havana, July 29, 1829. 
I HAVE received your Letter of the 25th Instant, informing me, that it will be your duty te 
acquaint your Government with the arrival in this Island of the Ship “ Fama de Cadiz,” alias “ Nueva 
Diana,’ with a Cargo of Slaves, and that, by means of information received from the Coast of 
Africa, as well as from the British Consulate at Cadiz, His Britannick Majesty’s Government has 
long had knowledge of this Vessel being concerned in the illicit traffick of Slaves, although she is 
provided with a License of His Catholick Majesty to cruize against Slave-vessels, and contribute 


towards the extirpation of the traffick. 
I now beg to inform you, by way of provisional Answer, that, in obedience to the Resolution of 


_ The King, my August Sovereign, dated 2d January 1826, I this day write to the Officer Second in 


Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, directing him to proceed to make the requisite 
investigation, of the result of which you shall be duly informed. 
God preserve you many Years. 


The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. (Signed) F. D. VIVES. 
- . n . a 
No. 120. 
IV. 8. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen —( Received September 22. ) 


My Lorp, nee 


On the 30th Ultimo, the Spanish Schooner “ Constancia,” D. Francisco 
Garcia, Master, and, on the Ist Instant, the Schooner “ Loreta,” alias ** Co- 
runesa,” D. Francisco de Abarroa, Master, arrived in Port, after having each 
landed a Cargo of Slaves on the Coast. mee the subject of these arrivals, the 
: 2 


Havana, August 4, 1829. 












































































































































158 HavANa. 


Captain-General has acquainted me, in the usual Form, that the Comandante 
de Matriculas has tound nothing in their Log-books to prove their having 
been concerned in the prohibited trafick. It is usual for Slave-vessels to 
enter themselves at the Custom-House as arriving in ballast, consigned to the 
Captain; but the “ Zoreza,” alias “ Coruiesa,” has come into Harbour 
openly consigned to Messrs. Ruiz and Menendez, of this City. In fact, the 
Owners of Slave-vessels are convinced that the Spanish Laws will. never be 
put in force against them by the Local Government, and, therefore, take no 
further precautions to conceal their names, than to prevent legal evidence of 
their Ownership coming before the Mixed Commission, in the event of a 
Capture. x ih 

The “ Fama de Cadiz” has been sold, and the Owners are such great losers 
by her return, that they regret’she was not taken by one of His Majesty’s 
Cruizers, in which case they would not bave been lable for the wages of the 
Crew, and other incidental expenses. I have the honour to acquaint your 
Lordship, that I have not as yet received the Captain-General’s Answer re- 
specting this Vessel, which His Excellency promised in his Letter to me of 
the 29th of July, a Translation of which was enclosed to your Lordship in 
my Despatch of the 3ist Ultimo. eee . 

It has come to my knowledge, although not in a sufficiently distinct manner 
for me to act upon the information, that no less than 12 British Sailors have 
arrived from the Coast of Africa, in the Slave-vessels which have been lately 
paid off, on the safe disembarkation of their Slaves. I have heard that 1 
Man lately lodged 1,020 dollars in the hands of a Merchant of this City, 
and, although it may be difficult to prove the fact, I can give no better 
instance of the necessity of immediate steps being taken, to prevent our Sailors. 
from being enticed into so dangerous and detestable a trade. 
ms ane at ; I have the honour to be, &c. 






















































































re oo etal (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. Lee . 
&e. So eee: 
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W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received November 11.) 


My Lorp, = — Havana, August 17, 1829- 
- 1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that the Deputy Secretary 
ofthe Mixed Commission, Don Andres Cascales, having had leave of absence 
from his Government to make a Voyage to Spain, the Captain-General has: 
named Don Ysidoro’ Fernandez Trebejos to execute the duties of the Office’ 
during. his absence. yal have the honour to,be, &c. 
cp . peal qlee eins ep vaste (Signed ) W.S. MACLEAY.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

Tee Ge a ee OC ee Bae Ce 
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No, 122, 
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W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Reccived November 11.) - 


My Lorp, F O44 Havana, August 29, 1829. 
I AM honoured by, the receipt.of your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 19th 

May 1829, and addressed to His Majesty’s ‘Commissioners, together with 6 
Copies of Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the Slave- trade, which were 
presented in the late Session, by His Majesty’s Commands, to both Houses- 
of Parliament. I have the honour to be, &c. 
. ‘ely (Signed). W.S. MACLEAY.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. . 

&e. i: ee Me °c 1 % 
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: ' No,, 123. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen. (Received November 11.) 


My Lorp, Havana, August 31, 1829: 


I HAVE the honour now to transmit to your Lordship a Translation of 
a Note from the Captain-General, respecting the “ uma de Cadiz,” alias 
* Nueva Diana.” From the delay that took place, in answering my Re- 
presentation to His Excellency, I was in hopes of some decisive measure 
being about to be adopted against this Vessel, but I have been mistaken. The 
Auswer only acknowledges that she has come trom the West Coast ot 
Africa, and not from Madagascar, as at first was officially reported. This 
is the Vessel alluded to by Mr. Bosanquet, in his Letter to the Earl of 
Dudley, dated the 10th of April 1828. 

On the 22d Instant, the Brig “ Servando,” D. Manuel de Santiago, ar- 
rived in this Port, and in answer to my representation of this Vessel’s having 
previously landed a Cargo of Slaves on the Coast, I received a Letter 
axactly similar to that in the Case of the “ “ama de Cadiz.” 

On the 10th Instant, the Schooner “ Primera,” D. Gabriel Perez, Master ;. 
on the 12th Instant, the Schooner ‘ Potosz,’ D. Juan Bautista Zavala, 
Master; on the 18th Instant, the Schooner * Tentativa,’ D. J. M. Aurte- 
neche, Master ; and this day the Brig “ Manzanares,” D. Manuel Alcantara, 
Master, all sailed for the Coast of Africa. 

T have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
SE. &e. &e. 





Enclosure in No, 123. (Translation.): 
The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, . 7 Havana August 19, 1829.. 


IN his Letter of Yesterday, the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this: 
Station, has written to me as follows :— 

« Most Excellent Sir,—The Comandante de Matriculas, has, ‘in a Letter, dated Yesterday,. 
informed me, that having examined the Log-Books of the Spanish Corvette “ Diana,” which entered 
this Port from the Isla de Principe and Santa Cruz de Teneriffe, on the 22d of July last, he has found: 
no proof of this mercantile expedition having. had any concern with the prohibited traffick in Bozal. 
Negroes.” “I now transcribe this for your Excellency, im answer to your Letter of the 29th Ultimo,. 
in which your Excellency is pleased to transmit me the answer that had been given to the British: 
Commissioner, Mr. W. S. Macleay, in consequence of his Letter of the 25th Ultimo.” 

I now beg to transcribe this for your information, and may God preserve you many Years. 

(Signed) BRANCo. DIONo. VIVES,. 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 





No, 124. 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Lari of Aberdeen.—( Received November 11.) 


My Lorn, = ' | Havana, September 3, 1829: 


IN reference to your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 18th March last, in: 
which His Majesty’s Commissioners are desired to transmit, for the: 
information of His Majesty’s Government, such information as they 
may be able to procure, respecting a Vessel called ‘ Hlena” or “ La Paz,” 
suspected by His Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz, and Chargé d’A ffaires at Madrid, 
to have sailed from Cadiz on a Voyage of illicit Slave-trade; it is now my duty 
to acquaint your Lordship, that the Spanish Schooner in question arrived ini 
this Port on the 27th Ultimo, in ballast, after having clandestinely landed a 
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Cargo of Slaves on the Coast. Her arrival in ballast was officially reported 
in the Diario,as the Schooner “Paz,” D. Manuel Prendez Hevia, Master, con- 
signed to D. Pedro Diago, and in 46 days from St. Thomas’. I am told that 
the Master is the same Manuel Prendez who had the Schooner “ E’melia,” 
condemned by the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, on the 16th of 
March 1827. AL: 

L have the honour to enclose Copies of the Correspondence which has 
passed on the subject of the “ Paz,’ between the Captain-General and 
myself. 

1 have received an exactly similar Answer in the Case of the Brig “ Ven- 
gador,” D. Agustin Capera, Master, which also arrived here on the 28th 
Ultimo, after having landed 586 Slaves on the Coast. 

I have the honour to be, &c. ; 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. | 
BHO §c. &e. 





First Enclosure in No. 124. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


Havana, August 29, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty, has the honour to mform His Excel- 
Jency the Captain-General, that having received Instructions to make his Government acquainted 
with the moment when the Spanish Schooner “ Elena,” alias “ Paz,” should arrive from the Coast of 
Africa, it will be his painful duty to report, that she arrived here on the 27th Instant, after having 
landed a Cargo of Slaves on the Coast. ‘This Vessel has been duly reported by His Majesty's Consul 
at Cadiz, as having been fitted out for the Slave-trade in that Port some Months since. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


é (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. 





Second Enclosure in No. 124. (Translation.) 


» The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, : Havana, September 1, 1829. 


I HAVE received your Letter of the 29th Ultimo, informing me, that having received Instructions 
to give notice to your Government of the moment in which the Spanish Schooner “ Elena,” alias 
« La Paz,’ might arrive from the Coast of Africa, it will be your painful duty to make known that 
this Vessel arrived here on the 27th Ultimo, after having landed a Cargo of Slaveson the Coast. I 
have also to acknowledge the information given me in your Letter, that this Vessel, according to the 
Official Report,of His Britannick Majesty's Consul in Cadiz, was fitted out in that Port sonie Months 
ago, for the illicit traffick in Slaves ; and I now beg to inform you, by way of Provisional Atiswer, that 
in obedience to the Resolution of The King, my August Sovereign, dated 2d January, 1826, I write 
to-day to the Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, directing him to make 
the necessary investigation, of the result of which you shall be duly informed. 

God preserve you many Years. 


(Signed) F..D. VIVES. 
The Commissioner of His Britannick Majesty. 





Third Enclosure in No. 124. (Translation.) 
The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


cre _ Havana, September 3, 1829. 


THE Officer Second in Command over the Naval Forces on this Station, has addressed me a Letter, 


dated Yesterday, as follows :—* Most Excellent Sir—The Principal Commandant of Kegisters in this 
Island informs me, in his Letter of the 21st Ult'mo, that having examined the Log-books of the 
Spanish Schooner “ La Paz,’ which anchored in this Port on the 27th Ultimo, after a Voyage from 
Cadiz and St. Thomas ; there appears no proof whatever that this mercantile expedition is concerned 
in the prohibited traftick of Bozal Negroes. I mention this to your Excellency, in answer to the 
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Despatch of Yesterday, in which your Excellency has been pleased to transcribe the Afiswer that 
has been given to the Letter of His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner, dated 29th Ultimo, as 
‘well as the Letter itself of the Commissioner, relating to the above-mentioned Vessel.” A 
T now transcribe this for your information, and may God preserye you many Years. 
(Signed) RED. VIVES, 
The Commissioner ef His Britannick Majesty. 








No. 125. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office,November 18, 1829. 


COPIES and Extracts of your several Despatches, on the subject of the 
British Seamen, found on board of Vessels concerned in illegal Slave-trade, 
having been transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I have 
now to send to you, for your information, the accompanying Copy of the Answer 
which has been returned to these Communications by their Lordships ; and I 
have to desire, that you will contribute whatever assistance may be in your 
power, towards the success of any Applications which may be made to the 
Spanish Colonial Authorities of Cuba, on the part of the Commander-in- 
Chief of His Majesty’s Naval Forces on the West India Station, for the delivery 
of such British Seamen, as are contemplated in the Orders of the Admiralty, 
to the Civil Authorities of the nearest British Colony, which may be in 
possession of a Commission under the Acts 46 Geo, Ii. in order to the due 
punishment of those Subjects of His Majesty who may be implicated in the 
illegal Slave-trade. Iam, &c. 

- (Signed) ABERDEEN, 
fis Majesty's Commissioners. 





Enclosure in No. 125. 


John Barrow, Esq. to John Backhouse, £sgq. 


Sir, : Admiralty Office, Nobember 7, 1829. 


HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your Letter of the 29th Ultimo, 
transmitting, by direction of The Earl of Aberdeen, Copies and Extracts of Despatches from His 
Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, containing an account of the Capture and Condemnation of 
the Spanish Vessels “ Midas” and “ Voladora,” on charges of having been concerned in illegal 
Slave-trade, and calling the attention of their Lordships to the circumstance of 5 British Subjects, 
named James Clark, Thomas Neal, Alexander M‘Donald, John Martin, and Francis Joseph, having been 
found on board of the “‘ Midas,” and 12 others having, according to report, arrived at the Havana, 
on board of other Slave-vessels ; [ have it in command to acquaint you, for his Lordship’s informa- 
tion, that my Lords have given directions to the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Ships and 
Vessels on the West India Station, to cause the 5 British Subjects above-named, found amongst 
the Crew of the Spanish Slave-ship “ Midas,’ and any other British Seamen found under similar 
circumstances, to be delivered up to the Civil Authorities of the nearest British Colony which may 
be in possession of a Commission under the Act 46 Geo. ILL, in order to their being brought to pu- 
nishment, in case His Majesty’s Principal Secretary ef State for the Colonial Department, shall, in 
the exercise of his discretion, think fit to direct proceedings to be instituted against them, confor- 
mably with an Act of the 5th Geo. IV. cap. 113, intituled “ An Act to amend and consolidate the 

aws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade.” 

A Communication on the subject has been made to Secretary Sir George Murray. 





Lam, &c, 
J. Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW. 
&e. &e &e. 
No. 126. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received December 5.) 
My Lorp, | Havana, September 30, 1829. 


ON the 31st Ultimo, sailed from this Port the Schooner “ Lore¢o,” alias 
“ Corufesa,” D. Miguel de la Vega, Master; and on the 15th Instant, the 
Schooner “ Jndugadora,” D. Juan José Rodriguez, Master. 

: oT 
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The destination of these notorious Vessels is the Coast of Africa. 

On the 21st Instant, the Spanish Schooner “ Constancia,” D. Antonio 
Ferrer, arrived in this Port, in ballast, after having landed 70 Slaves on the 
Coast. She is said to have left Africa with 438 Negroes, who have been 
reduced by the small-pox to the above small number. The mortality this 
Year, on board the Slave-vessels has been truly shocking, and has rendered 
the greater part of these expeditions ruinous to the Persons who embarked 
their property in them. 

I announced my intention to the Captain-General, of reporting the arrival 
of the “ Constancia” to your Lordship, and soon after received the usual 
Answer,—that nothing is to be found in her Log-Book sufficient to implicate 
her in the prohibited traftick. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. es &e. 


“ 2 S - 
No. 127. 
WS. Macleay, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received December 5.) 


My Lorp, Havana, October 10, 1829. 


ON the 25th Ultimo, arrived the Brig “ Hestawracion,” - Felice, 
Master, from the Coast of Africa. This Vessel was not titted out from this 
Port, nor on her arrival was she publickly reported in the Dzarza. On the 
26th Ultimo, arrived the Brig “ Doris,” D. Francisco de Inza, Master; on 
the 30th Ultimo, arrived the Schooner “ Transito,” D. Jozé Guillermo Sal- 
gado, Master; and on the 4th Instant, the Brig “ Pajarito,’ D. Juan 
Vicento Torres, Master, consigned to D. Juan Canal. Each of the above 4 
Vessels is said to have landed a Cargo of Slaves on the Coast. On my announc- 
ing to the Captain-General my intention of reporting them to your Lordship, 
I received from His Excellency the customary Answer,—that their guilt is 
not proved by their Log-Books. 

On the 8th Instant, arrived the Schooner “ Pronte,” D. Fortunato Romero, 
Master, but as [ have not hitherto been able to ascertain whether she landed. 
any Slaves, I have not addressed the Captain-General respecting her. , 

On the 7th Instant, the notorious Slave-brig “ Vengador,” D. Agustin 
Capera, Master, sailed for the Coast of Africa. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Se. &e. Se. 


Fe i Oe ee pe 
No. 128. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty’s Commissioners. 








GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 7, 1829, 


WITH reference to my Despateh to you, of the 18th Ultimo, and to the pre- 
ceding Correspondenee, on the subject of the Spanish Vessel “ A/¢das,” and 
of the 5 British Subjects who were found on board of her, at the time of her 
detention for illegal Slave-trade; I now transmit to you, for your information, 
the Copy of a Letier which has been received at this Office from His Majesty’s 
Treasury, (to which Department your Despatches were communicated), 
stating, that the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury have requested the Lords: 
of the Admiralty to give orders, that the 5 British Subjects in question, and 
the necessary Witnesses for their 'l'rial, may be removed to this Country under 
proper custody. : 


a 
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You will give what aid you can in the spirit of my Despatch above-men- 
tioned of the 18th of November last, to the course which you may learn (from 
the British Vice-Admiral on the Station) to have been finally adopted on this ! 


occasion. I am, &c. . 
(Signed) ABERDEEN, I 


His Majesty's Commissioners. 











Enclosure in No. 128. \ 

















Joseph Planta, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. | eee 
| 3 
i were a 
Sir, Treasury-Chambers, November 28, 1829. } Pesta eet 
I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, to transmit to you, | rat ¢ ine 
for the information of the Earl of Aberdeen, with reference to your 2 Letters of the 9th Ultimo, | ae 
the enclosed Copy of a Report from Mr. Rothery, dated the 10th Instant, relative to the Capture and Basu. 
Condemnation of the Spanish Brig “ Midas,” for illegal trading in Slaves ; and I am to acquaint you, \ eee sey 
that my Lords have requested the Lords of the Admiralty to give orders for the removal to this | ag Bs we 
Country, under proper custody, of the 5 British Subjects, captured in the said Slave-brig <“ Midas,” “ ms 
and of the necessary Witnesses for their trial. Tam, &c. | 
| (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA. | oo is 
John Backhouse, Esq. gg 
&e. &e. &e. | ek 
| a 
| es ae 
| ; + .. 
Sub-Enclosure in No. 128. ne 
| “ye . 
: : : at 
Report of the Treasury Proctor, in the Case of the ‘* Midas ” i: : 
S at 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of His. Majesty’s Treasury. | ? ap 
it =: sp 
May rv PLEASE YouR LorpsHIPs, oe 
IN obedience to your Lordships’ Commands, I have perused and considered the Documents: 





forwarded in the Hon. Mr. Stewart's Letters, of the 18th and 22d Ultimo, herewith returned, con- 
sisting of 2 Letters from Mr. Backhouse, dated 9th October, with Copies of Despatches from His: i 
Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, and sundry Papers therein referred to, detailing the circum- 
stances attending the Capture of the Spanish Brig “ Midas,’ Udetonso Martinez, Master. } 
And I do most humbly report to your Lordships, that it appears from these Documents, that the h 
above Spanish Brig “ Midas,” sailed from the Havana on the 25th November, 1828, with a Cargo: 
of aquadente and other goods, ostensibly destined for the Island of St. Thomas, but proceeded 
/ direct to the River Bonny, on the Coast of Africa, where she landed her Cargo, and took on board 
562 Slaves, with which she sailed, in the Month of May last, omher return Voyage for the Island of 
! Cuba ; and on the 27th June, whilst proceeding there, fell in with His Majesty’s Schooner “Monkey,” 
Lieutenant Joseph Sherer, Commander, in Latitude 25° 55’ North, Longitude 77° 17’ West, when i 
an action commenced, which lasted about 35 minutes, and terminated in the Capture of the said Brig. 
if The “ Monkey” appears to be a very small Vessel, mounting only 1 gun, and having a Crew of 
26 Men, including 5 Officers. The “ Midas” is a large Vessel pierced for 20 guns, and having 8 
mounted, viz. 4 long 18-pounders and 4 12-pounders, and notwithstanding the inequality of force, 
it very providentially happened that on board the “ Monkey” there was not any person either killed 
or wounded. On board the “ Midas,” 1 man, the First Mate and Supercargo, named Gabriel Galon, 


{ who, it is related, was the Owner of the Vessel, was killed in the action, and 3 men, (of whom 1 
x \ 











was a Negro) were wounded. — | 
‘A dreadful mortality appears to have attended the Negroes, who had been put on board this Vessel ;: 


| the number originally shipped amounted to 562, but they had been reduced to 400 at the time of 
the detention ; and upon the following day, when the Slaves were counted, that number was further 
reduced to 369, in consequence of several of the Slaves, through fright as it is supposed, having thrown 
themselves into the Sea; it also appears that, prior to the arrival of the “ Midas” at the Havana, 9 
others had thrown, themselves overboard, notwithstanding the utmost care had been taken on the 
, part of the Captors, and 69 others died of the small-pox and other diseases. | 




















Upon the arrival of the Vessel and Slaves at the Havana, proceedings were instituted in the: 
British and Spanish Mixed Commission Court there established, which Court, on the 14th July, con- i 
demned the Vessel and Cargo, including 80 ounces of gold, which appears to have been on board the 

Vessel at the time of Capture; and as 10 men of the Slaves had died pending the adjudication, the 

i Court directed the remaining 281 Slaves, being exactly half the number shipped from the Coast of i 
Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and ordered the Ship, &c., to be sold, and the proceeds. i 
| thereof to be divided between the British and Spanish Governments, conformably to Treaty. — | | 
I beg leave to report, that these Papers are important, as containing the particulars of the Case, | 
| in the event of an application being made for bounty, on the part of the Seizors, for which purpose F 
have retained Copies ; but no application having yet been made, it is not at present necessary for your 
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Lordships to give any directions respecting the same. There is, however, another and vety import- 
ant point, which requires your Lordships’ consideration, It appears by the Documents enclosed in 
Mr. Backhouse’s Letter, which I have marked (B.) for the convenience of reference, that there 


NES -5 British Subjects on board the Spanish Slave-ship ; and Mr, Backhouse, in his said Leiter, 


weyuests your Lordships’ attention to be called to that circumstance, and that the Earl of Aberdeen 
should be informed what Instructions, if any, your Lordships wish to have conveyed to His Majesty's 
Commissioners at the Havana, upon this subject. 

It is fit to apprize your Lordships, that this is the first Case which has come before me, where it 
has appeared that British Subjects formed part of the Crew of a Vessel engaged in Slave-trading : 
the Law applicable to such Offenders, your Lordships will find in the 9th Section oth GeowhVerca 1 13, 
whereby it is enacted, that if any Subject or Subjects of His Majesty, shall knowingly and wilfully 
carry away or remove, or aid or assist in carrying away, conveying or removing, any person or persons, 


-asa Slave or Slaves, or for the purpose of his, her, or their being sold, transferred, used or dealt 


with, as a Slave or Slaves, or shall knowingly and wilfully ship, embark, receive, detain, or confine, 
or assist in shipping, embarking, receiving, detaining or confining, on board any Ship, Vessel, or 
Boat, any person or persons, for the purpose of his, her, or their being carried away, conveyed, or 
removed, as a Slave or Slaves, or for the purpose of his, her, or their being imported, or brought, as a 
Slave or Slaves, into any Island, Colony, Country, Territory, or Place whatsoever, or for the purpose 
of his, her, or their being sold, transferred, used or dealt with, as a Slave or Slaves, shall be 
deemed and adjudged guilty of piracy, felony, and robbery, and being convicted thereof, shall suffer 
death. 

I therefore most humbly submit to the consideration of your Lordships, the propriety of direct- 
ing that these 5 men should be sent to this Country, to be tried for the offence of which they appear 
to be guilty, and that orders should be given for the attendance of the necessary Witnesses. Should 
your Lordships concur in this opinion, it may be necessary that such determination be communicated 
to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and that the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs should 
also be informed thereof, in order that the same may be communicated to His Majesty's Commis- 
sioners at the Havana. Bh nas 

All which is most humbly submitted to your Lordships’ wisdom, 
(Signed) WM. ROTHERY. 
Vernon-Place, Bloomsbury-Square, Nov. 10, 1829. 


enna al 





No. 129. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq.to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(hecewved December 20.) 


My Lorp, Havana, October 25, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
Despatch, dated 19th August last, directing His Majesty’s Commissioners 
to forward to your Lordship such intelligence as they may be able to 
obtain, respecting 2 Spanish Vessels, the Schooners “ A/wia” and 
the “ Rapido,” alias “ San Pedro,” both suspected to be engaged in the 
Slave-trade. | . 

I beg leave to state, that I have learned nothing whatever of them as yet, 
but that I shall not lose a moment in communicating any information which 
I may be able to collect. 

As certain names, among which are “ AZaria” and ‘“‘ San Pedro,” are very 
common in the Spanish shipping, it would afford considerable facility in 
tracing Vessels suspected of Slave-trading, were His Majesty’s Comnnissioners 
to be supplied, when convenient, with any additional particulars, such as the 
description of their Class, and the name of the Master. 

1 have already had the honour of stating to your Lordship, the arrival 
with Slaves of the “ Elena,” alias ** La Paz,” respecting which information 
was required in your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 18th March last. I may 
now add, that this Schooner sailed for Corufia on the 18th Instant, under 
the command of Don Vicente Ballesteros, the very Person mentioned as 
Commander of the “ Elena,” in Mr. Consul Brackenbury’s Despatch to His 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, dated 2d January last. The evidence 
of this fact was alone wanting to prove this Slave-vessel to be the same 
with the one reported by His Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz. She came in here 
from Africa under the name of “ La Paz,” commanded by D. Manuel 
Prendes Hevia, but she has cleared out again for Coruiia, with the very 
Master under whose command she sailed from Cadiz, on her illicit Voyage 
to the Coast of Africa, I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, TG TE a 
ee Xe. ge. . 
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No, 130, 
IWF, $8. Macleay, Esq. ta The Earl of Aberdeen,—( Received December 20.) 


My Lorn, Havana, November 2, 1829, 


ON the 18th Ultimo, the Spanish Brig “ Servando,’ D. Francisco Saenz, 
Master, sailed for the Isla de Principe, as did likewise the Schooner “ Bar- 
barita, D. Gaspar Prats, Master, 
~ On the 26th Ultimo, sailed for the Island of St, Thomas, the notorious 
Schooner “ Transito,” D. Joze Vicente Torres, Master; and on the same 
day, the Spanish Brig * Maria,” D. Ildefonso Garcia, Master, took her 
departure publickly for Gallinas, on the Coast of Africa. It appears that 
this last Vessel landed a Cargo of Slaves on the Coasts of this Island some 
Weeks ago, but escaped notice by subsequently making for the Port of 
Matanzas, in order to take on board there a Cargo of aquadente for her 
present Voyage. The arrival of the “ Maria” at the Havana from Matanzas, 
with a Cargo of aquadente, and consigned to D, Pedro Martinez, of this 
City, was accordingly notified in the Diario of the 17th Ultimo; and now 
the same Vessel sails publickly for the African Continent. J may here 
observe to your Lordship, that hitherto there has been a certain degree of 
decorum observed in the Reports of the destination of Slave-vessels, and they 
have, until now, generally sailed for St. Thomas, or Princes Island ; but in the 
present case, this last mark of respect for the Treaty, and the Royal Orders 
of His Catholick Majesty, has been thrown aside, and, as appears from the 
Diario of the ¢7th Ultimo, the ‘AZaria” has been permitted to sail pub- 
lickly for Gallinas, the most noted of all the Slave-trading Depéts in Africa, 


I have the honour to be, &e, 
(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T, 
Se. &e, Se, 
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: as Now iL | 
Henry Hayne, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Jan. 6, 1829.) 
My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, November 19, 1828. — 


ON my return to my Post, I found that all my Colleagues, in consequence 
of the receipt of New Commissions, had already taken the prescribed Oath 
before the Chancellor of this Empire; I, therefore, felt it to be my duty to 
avail myself of the first opportunity of waiting upon the same Authority, for 
the purpose of qualifying myself by a similar act. 

- I have now the honour of informing your Lordship, that the Chancellor 
received my Oath, on the 4th Instant, and registered it, precisely in the Form 
practised with my Colleagues; and in compliance with my request, the Chan- 
cellor furnished me with a Certificate of the same, which I presented to my 
Colleagues, for their more complete satisfaction, smce they had not witnessed. 
my taking the Oath, as they had done in their own individual cases, by its 
having been administered to them in the presence of each other. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

; (Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

a Se. Se. &e. 





No. 132. 


Eis Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Aberdeen.— 
(Received March 25, 1829.) 


My Lorn, Rio de Janeive, December 16, 1828. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 12th Instant, of 
your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 27th of September last, enclosing the 
Copy of an Instruction which your Lordship had been pleased to send to His 
Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, upon the question, whether the 
presence of the Commander of the Capturing Ship be necessary to the due 
adjudication of a Prize. 

We beg to express our best thanks to your Lordship, for having transmitted 
The King’s Advocate’s opinion to us, and in the event of the question to which. 
they refer, being agitated here, we shall not fail to avail ourselves of them,, 
and to obey your Lordship’s Instructions, in making them the rule of our 
conduct, on the points to which they apply. 

We have the nonour to be, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. . 
&e. &e. €. 





No. 132. 
iis Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 25.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, January 8, 1829. 
WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that no Slave-vessel has. 
been brought into this Port by any of His Majesty’s Ships, for Adjudication, 
since our last Half-Yearly Report. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Oe &e. §e. 
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No. 134. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received April 29.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, February 15, 1829. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch, of the 7th of November last, containing The King’s Advocate’s opinion, 
that, since all the Cominissioners had taken the prescribed Oath, the Com- 
mission was duly constituted, and sufficiently authorized to take cognizance 
of such Cases as may be brought before it, under the Provisions of the Treaty. 

; We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 


Ge &e. Se. | 








No. 135. 
Is Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Recewed Oct. 17.) 


My Lorp, . Rio de Janeiro, August 15, 1829. 
SO 5) 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
Despatch of the 19th May last, together with 3 Copies of Papers, 
marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which were presented to both 
Houses of Parliament, in the course of the last Session. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 

_ ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

Se. Se. &e. 


. No. 136. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Oct.17.) 





My Eorp, §.. * . Rio de Janeiro, August 17, 1829. 
IN conformity with our Instructions, we beg leave to acquaint your Lord- 
ship, that no Slave-yessel has been brought into this Port for Adjudication, 
since our Half-Yearly Report, dated the 8th January last. 
. | _ We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) |. HENRY HAYNE. 
are ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Right Eon. The Earl o if Aberdeen K. T. 
| &e. Ge. &e. , | 
No. 137. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Comnussioners. 
Gusti ean: . Loreign Office, November 30, 1829. 


J] HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, the Copies of a Cor- 
respondence which passed between the Chargé d’Affaires of The Emperor of 
Brazil and myself, in August, September, and October last,* on the subject, 
of the construction to be given to that Stipulation of the Convention with Brazik 
of the 20th November 1826, which regulates the period for the abolition of 
the African Slave-trade of Brazil; and I likewise transmit to you the Copy 


4 


*® See Class B. 
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of a Letter which I addressed, under date of the 18th Instant, to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiraity,* conveying His Majesty’s Commands, that 
the Commanders of His Majesty’s Cruizers shall be instructed, that Brazilian 
Slave-ships, which shail have finally quitted the African Coast on or before 
the 13th March 1830, shall not be held to have incurred the liability of being 
treated as Pirates under the Convention with Brazil, in consequence of being 
found at Sea after the said period, in the bond fide prosecution of that parti~ 
cular homeward Voyage which had commenced on or before the 13th of 
March, 1830. 

- You will take the Instructions here laid cown as therule of your couduct, 
in the Cases to which they may apply. 

Jam, &e. 
(Signed) = ABERDEEN, 

His Majesty's Commissioners. 


* See Enclosure in No, 58, 








No. 138, 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 7, 1829, 


~ A REPORT having reached this Country, that the Brazilian Merchants in- 
tend, after the period stipulated by Treaty for the abolition of Brazilian Slave- 
trade, to bring Negroes from the Coast of Africa, on the plea of the Blacks 
being Colonists, or Servants, who have entered into Contracts to serve their 
Importers or Agents for aterm of Years, m consideration of certain money 
or goods lent tothem, with which they are to purchase their freedom; the 
Case has been hypothetically submitted to His Majesty's Advocate-General, 
who has reported, that the pretence under which it 1s in this Report supposed 
that Negroes will continue to be imported into Brazil, cannot be considered 
in any other point of view than as an attempt to continue that trade under 
another name. 

The King’s Advocate, adverting to the first Article of the Convention of 
Nevember, 1826, which declares, that from the period therein named, “ it 
shall not be lawful for the Subjects of The Emperor of Brazil to be concerned 
in the carrying on of the African Slave-trade, under any pretext, or in any 
manner whatever,” has stated it to be his opinion, that 1f any Brazilian Sub- 
jects shall bave recourse to the expedient suggested, they will be liable to be 
treated and dealt with in the same manner as if they had been more openly 
and directly engaged in the traffick in Slaves, 

I communicate this Opinion to you, for your information and guidance, in 
the event of the facts contemplated coming under your view. 

Iam, &e. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN, 
His Majesty's Commissioners. 





No. 13 9, 3 } 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen — (Received Dec. 31.) 


(Extract.) | Rio de Janeiro, October 21, 1829, 


_ WE have the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s isformation, a Copy of 
the Minute of the Meeting of the Mixed Commission Yesterday; the o ect 
of which was, to make the proper Authorities acquainted with My, Hayne's 
intended departure for England, and to inform them, that Mr, Consul-General 
Pennell was ready to take the prescribed Oath, as soon as the Chancellor was 


authorized to receive it; and to fulfil Mr Hayne’s duties in his absence. 
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‘Maly 4 
With regard to our request, that due notice might be given by them to the 
proper Authorities, of Mr. Hayne’s departure, and of Mr. Consul-General 
Pennell’s taking his place, immediate steps were taken in the usual form. 


_ (Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Se. SG i Sec. 





Enclosure in No. 139. 


Minute of the Meeting of the Mixed Commission on the 20th of October 1829. 


THE British Commissary Judge explained that, as he was about to return to England, having. 
received leave of absence from his own Government, on account of ill-health, it would be necessary 
| that the Brazilian Commissioners should acquaint their Government with it ; and to request that the 
necessary orders should be given to the Chancellor to receive the Oath of the British Consul-General,. 
| who was ready to take his place at the Commission. 

_ At the same time, the British Commissary Judge availed himself of the opportunity of asking, 
whether the Vouchers for the contingent Expenses had been received from the ‘Treasury, to enable 
‘him to pay the moiety which belonged to his Government. 

- To which the Brazilian Commissioner. replied, that he would acquaint the proper Authorities 
with it. ’ 


A True Copy, (Signed) BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS, Secretarys 
Rio de Janeiro, Octeber 21, 1829. . 
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SURINAM. 


No. 140. 
(bhed be Lefroy, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen —(Received April 13, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Surinam, December 31, 1828. 


IN reference to my Despatch, dated July 29, 1828, I have now the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship the principal Regulations established 
here by General Vandenbosch, for the administration of the different 
Branches of our new Colonial Government, of which I trust the Articles 
under the 7th and 8th Head, or “ Titel” of the “ Reglement op het Beleid 
der Regering van de Nederlandsche West-Indische Bezittingen,” relating to 
the promotion and encouragement of Religion and Morality, the suppression 
of the Slave-trade, and the treatment and protection of the Negroes, will 
give your Lordship, and the serious part of the British Publick, pleasure. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY. 


The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &c. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 140. (Translation.) 
Regulations for conducting the Government of the Netherland West India 
Possessions. 
(Extract.) 


Arr. 115.—THE Councillor and Commissioner is also especially charged with the superinten- 
dance over the good treatment of Slaves. Accordingly, it is his duty to look to the punctual exe- 
cution of the Laws and Regulations, either enacted, or to be enacted, relative as well to the Native 
Population, as to the Slaves ; and particularly, to use vigilance that all abuses and ill-treatment, in 
regard to the latter, may be resisted and prevented. He shall, therefore, in compliance with the 
Ordinances either issued, or to be issued, endeavour effectually to repress the Slave-trade, without, 
however, trenching on the authority of the Members of the Publick Administration, but shall set 
on foot such investigations and prosecutions as these Functionaries shall deem to be proper. Re- 
specting the objects of the present Article, he is, through the intervention of the Governor-General], 
to address a circumstantial Report to the Supreme Council, which is hkewise to be transmitted to the 
Government in Europe. 


Arr. 117.—Slaves, touching their daily treatment, shall, relative to their Masters, be considered 
as Infants, with respect to their Guardians, who are, indeed, competent to exercise over them a 
paternal discipline ; but against whose abuse of power it is the duty of all Publick Authorities to 
guard, and to take care that the Law enacted in their behalf shall be strictly executed, which Autho- 
rities shall also definitively abrogate the unjust principle of their being capable, in a legal sense, to be 
looked upon only as things, and not as persons. 


Arr. 118.—The Supreme Government in every Colony is to take particular care that the working 
hours, the food, and the clothing, of the Slaves, be properly regulated and fixed, and to effect all the 
improvements of which this important part of the Police may be susceptible. 


Arr. 119.—The Slave-trade is, and continues to be, prohibited in the most rigorous manner. In 
case of this Enactment being violated, the Transgressors shall be punished according to the Law on 
the subject, and the Government shall take the most proper and effectual measures to provide for, 
and set at liberty, the Individuals that may have arrived. 


Arr. 120.—Whatever relates to the treatment and manumission of Slaves, is adjusted according 
to a Special Regulation. , 
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No. 41. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed May 20.) | ee i 


My Lorn, Surinam, March 29, 1829. ere Sia 
WE beg leave to acquaint your Lordship, that we have now been upwards i | i 
of a Month, in expectation that His Excellency the Governor of this Colony ia 





would appoint a day, when we might take the usual Oath, in the customary a ne 
form, previous to entering upon the duties of our respective Appointments. eee oot 
The cause of the delay His Excellency informs us is, that he has not received | ee tee 

any notice from his own Government of our Appointment, and though he a grat 


has arranged it so, that upon any Case occurring, requiring the interference 
of the Mixed Court, no obstruction should arise, yet he cannot proceed to | 2 
administer the Oaths to us without Instructions from Holland. We, there- | are 
fore, think it right to apprize your Lordship of the circumstance, that the @ | 
| omission, wherever it exists, may, upon your Lordship’s application, be supplied. ees 
» We feel great pleasure in being able to announce to your Lordship, that | Bes 8 
| since we have been in this Colony, nothing has occurred to give us reason to | a 

believe that any infraction whatever of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, or - 





of the Additional Articles, has taken place. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. LANCE. 
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&c. &c. &e. 





No. 142. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Commissioners. 





GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, May 23, 1829. 
I HAVE received your Despatch of the 29th of March last, stating that * 
the Governor of Surinam had not, at the.period mentioned, received from Be 
his Government any intimation of your Appointment, as His Majesty’s Com- | ee 
missioners at that Place ; and I transmit to you, for your information, Copies | ieee ieee 
ofa Correspondence which has recently passed between His Majesty’s Govern~ 
ment and that of the Netherlands upon this subject.* | potiaaeranies 
; I am, &c. | ars 
Mis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) ABERDEEN. - FA 
* See Class B. 


No. 148, 


‘His Majesty's Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Aug. 3.) 


| . My Lorp, ; Surinam, June 4, 1829. | 


WE had the honour, by a Despatch of the 29th of March 1829, to in- | 
form your Lordship of an obstacle that had arisen, on the part of His 
| Excellency the Governor-General, to our taking the necessary Oath, previous 
| to entering upon the duties of our respective Appointments. 











: On the 1st Instant, we received the enclosed Document from His Ex- | 
cellency, whereby he informs us, that he had received a Despatch from the 

Netherland Minister for the Marine and the Colonies, of the 8th of April 
last past, announcing to him our Appointments, and that he should imme- ta 
; diately acquaint the Publick Authorities bere with the same. ie | 





We have now the honour to inform your Lordship, that we have this 
day taken the Oath prescribed by the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, in the 


























i72 Surinam. 


presence of His Excellency the Governor-General; and consequently the 
Mixed Court, established here, is now prepared to act as soon as any Case 
shall be brought before it, subject to its cognizance. ; 
The unexpected delay which has occurred, bas fortunately not occasioned 
any inconvenience, as no Vessel detained by the Cruizers of either Nation, 
in conformity to the Stipulations of the above-mentioned Treaty, has been 
brought into this Port in the interval. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. LANCE. ek 
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, &. 7. 


Se. NOR | &c. 


= 





Enclosure in No. 143. (Translation.). 
‘ aio 
The Governor-General of Surinam to the British Commissioners. 


Government- General, Paramaribo, Friday, May 29, 1829. 


THE Governor-General of the Netherlands West India Possessions, having read a Letter from’ 
His Excellency the Minister for the Marine and the Colonies, dated April 8, Lit. I. No. 74-41, 
authorising the Governor-General to acknowledge Mr. J. H. Lance as Judge, and Mr. Campbell 
James Dalrymple as Arbitrator, of the Mixed Commission for the repression of the Slave-trade, 
on the part of His Majesty The King of Great Britain and Ireland, has thought proper, and deemed 
it his duty, to inform thereof the above: Messrs. J. H. Lance and C. J. Dalrymple, and to request 
them to come and take the requisite Oath before the Governor-General. 

Copies of this Notification are to be forwarded to the above Messrs. J. H. Lance and C. J. Dalrymple, 
to the Mixed Commission for the repression of the Slave-trade, to the Court of Civil and Criminal. 
Justice, to the Tribunal of Petty Causes, to the Procurator-General, and to the President of the 
Commonalty-Government, for their information respectively. 


The above-named Governor-General, (Signed) CANTZLAAR. 


By order of His Excellency, 
The Secretary-General, (Signed) G. A. VAN DER MEE, 





No. 144. 
Fis Majesty's Commissioners to. The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Oct. 23.) 


My Lorp, Surinam, July 20, 1829. 


IN consequence of the complaints of Mr. Lefroy, in the course of last 
Year, regarding the treatment of Negroes who had been emancipated by 
Sentence of the Mixed Court, we thought it our duty to address the 
inclosure, No. Y, to His Excellency the Governor-General ; stating therein 
the complaints made by Mr. Lefroy, disclaiming a right to interfere 
in the treatment of all Negroes, and confining ourselves solely to those 
Negroes who had received their Certificates of Emancipation from the Mixed 
Court, and had been delivered over to this Government as free labourers ; 
and requesting His Excellency to have the goudness to communicate ‘to us 
their present number and condition, and the mode of treatment adopted 
towards them, by the Persons under whose charge they are, that we might 
transmit the same to our Government. ert 

On the 5th Instant, we received the Governor’s Answer, (Enclosure No. 2.) 
wherein he informs us, that Mr. Lefroy’s informations having already been an 
object of Communication between the Government of Great Britain and that 
of the Netherlands, the necessary elucidations on that subject had been sup- 
plied by him to the Ministry of the Marine and the Colonies, and that. he, 
therefore, declines explaining himself to us. : 

He further observes, that, if the Communications on that subject had not 
taken place between the two Governments, he should even. then have felt 
reluctant to give the information we required, on the ground that, by the 




















SurinaM. 


Treaty, the interference of the Mixed Court is only of a Judicial nature, and 
that it is limited to the enquiry into, and giving Sentence on, Vessels with Slaves, 
that are seized by Vessels of both Nations, legally commissioned and armed, 
and that any further interference on the part of the Commissioners of the 
Mixed Court, is inconsistent with the independence and dignity of any Govern- 
ment that would allow it; that it is a subject, however, on which he has 
already addressed his Government, and now awaits the decision. 

Such being His Excellency’s idea of our duties, we have refrained from any 
further Communication upon that subject, but we certainly did not imagine 
that we were exceeding the limits of our official character, in making the 
enquiry contained in the above Note. We conceive it to be our duty to super- 
intend and see to the execution of the whole of the provisions of the Treaty 
between the two Governments, and indeed should such a case occur, as that 
the Colonial Goverument here, having undertaken the charge of Negroes freed 
by a Sentence of the Mixed Court, should afterwards treat them in every 
respect as Slaves, we do not see what remedy there is for such an infraction of 
the Treaty, if it be not open to the Members of the Mixed Court to request 
such an explanation, as we have done, of the Head ef the Government, and 
thereupon to ground such Representations as the Case may require. 

Under these circumstances we submit the question, whether we have, or 
have not, a right to interfere on this point, for your Lordship’s opinion, and 
shall be careful to regulate our conduct by your Lordship’s decision. 

We have the honour to ke, &c. 
(Signed) J.H. LANCE. 
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 


Lhe Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
§c. §c. o 





First Enclosure in No. 144. 
The British Commissioners to the Governer- General. 


Surinam, June 27, 1829+ 


-MR. LANCE and Mr. Dalrymple present their respects to His Excellency the Governor-General, 
and beg leave to state, that upon referring to 2 of Mr. Lefroy’s Letters of the last Year, of which 
the enclosed are Extracts, they find complaints against the Government here, upon the subject of the 
treatment of the Negroes emancipated by the Mixed Court established in this Colony. : 

Mr. Lance and Mr. Dalrymple disclaim all right whatever to interfere in the slightest manner in 
the treatment of all the Negroes mentioned by Mr. Lefroy, believing that he laboured under 
a mistake, when he alluded to them as derived to this Government under the Treaty between 
the two Countries, but confine themselves strictly to those Negroes, 49 in number, who were captured 
on board the Slave-schooner “ Snow,’ received their Certificates of Emancipation from the Mixed 
Court, and were delivered over to this Government as free labourers ; regarding whom Mr. Lance and 
Mr. Dalrymple would feel much obliged if His Excellency would have the goodness to communicate 
their present numbers and condition, and the mode of treatment adopted towards them by the Per- 
sons under whose charge they are, that Mr. Lance and Mr. Dalrymple may transmit the same to the 
British Government. (Signed) J. H. LANCE. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
His Excellency the Governor-General. 


Second Enclosure in No, 144. (Translation.) 


The Governor-General to the British Commissioners. 


Paramaribo, July 4, 1829. 


IN answer to your Letter of 27th Junc last, I have the honour to state, that the informations made 


‘by Mr. Lefroy to his Government, have been already, some time since, an object of Communication 


between the Governments of Great Britain and the Netherlands and that the necessary eiucidations 
on that subject, have been transmitted by me to the Ministry of the Navy and Colonies of His \a- 
jesty The King of the Netherlands. 

I therefore trust, that you will be convinced it would not be suitable for me, under these present 
circumstances, to explain myself on the mformations demanded by you on the subject. 
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I must furthermore take the liberty to observe to you, that, if the Communications on that subject 
should not as yet have taken place between the two Governments, I should-even then feel reluctant to 
give the informations demanded by you, because, it appears to me, by the Treaties concluded between 
those Governments, for the abolition of Slave-trade, it is plainly enough expressed, that the inter- 
ference of the Mixed Court is only of a Judicial nature, and that it is limited to the enquiry into, and: 
giving Sentence on, Vessels with Slaves that are seized by Vessels of both Nations, legally commis~ 
sioned and armed. 
According to my opinion, the result hereof would be, that any further interference on the part of 
the Commissioners of the Mixed Court, are inconsistent with the independence and dignity of any 
Government that would allow it. 
This is, however, a subject on which I have already addressed: my Government, and whereof [ 
must await its decision. 


The Governor-General of the Netherland West India Possessions, 
(Signed) CANTZ’LAAR: 
Ji H. Lance, Esq. and C. J. Dalrymple, Esq. : 





No. 145. } 
Ehs Majesty’s Commissioners to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Dee. 21.) 


—— 


My Lorn, Surinam, August 20, 1829. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 10th Instant, of 
your Lordship’s Despatch of the 23d of May last, with the Enclosures, and | 
we beg leave to return your Lordship our thanks for the very prompt atten- { 
tion our Despatch of the 29th of March last received, in regard to the diffi- 
culty raised by the Governor here, to our taking the necessary Oath of Office, 
and our Despatch of the 4th of June, will shew that your Lordskip’s Commu- 
nication has had the desired effect. 
We also have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the same day, of 
your Lordsnip’s Despatch of the 19th of May last, accompanied by 6 Copies. 
of Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which have been pre- 
sented to both Houses of Parliament. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. LANCE. 
| CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. “ae pa 
&e. te, Sew. 
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